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Tour Leaders:   Peter Clement (Naturetrek Leader) 
    Merid Nega (Local Guide) 
 
Participants:   Alan Amery     

Christine Amery 
    Godfrey Blunt     

Russell Boland 
    Bob Boreham     

Gill Boreham 
    Trevor Boss     

Kevin Davis 
    Steve Gent     

Jeanne Schedler 
    Charlie Jackson    

Geoff Lightfoot 
    Heather Lightfoot    

Mike Morse 
    Joan Thompson    

Martin Wells 

Day 1  Friday 14th November 

London - Addis Ababa 

The tour started well with the group checking in early and meeting up in the departure lounge. The overnight 
flight to Addis left only half an hour late and the flight seemed to pass fairly quickly thanks mainly to a little sleep 
and the three-hour time difference from the UK.  

Day 2  Saturday 15th November 

Addis Ababa - Menegasha Plain - Gafersa Reservoir 

In what seemed like no time at all the sun was up and streaming through the cabin windows and we were over 
Ethiopia. Shortly after we were descending towards Addis airport and moments later we were on the ground and 
shading our eyes from the bright sun as we stepped down from the aircraft. Clearing customs and passport 
control we were met by Yilma, our guide for the day, who escorted us to our bus. Whilst the luggage was being 
loaded onto the roof-rack we were able to grab quick views of our first Ethiopian birds, these included Cape 
Rooks, Pied Crows, a Steppe and a Booted Eagle and some Hooded Vultures whilst a Groundscraper Thrush 
perched on the roof of a nearby hut.  
 
With the luggage secure we were off, firstly to pick up Trevor, the final member of the group who had arrived a 
few days ahead of the rest of us, from the nearby Hotel Lallibella. Whilst we were doing this we took the 
opportunity of a quick look around the streets close to the hotel where we have seen some good birds on past 
trips. Here we saw several Thick-billed Ravens, Dusky Turtle Doves, Brown-rumped Seedeaters, a Mountain 
Thrush, two African Citrils and two Tacazze Sunbirds.  
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Although we had been expecting to stay at the Hotel Lalibella arrangements had been made for us to stay at the 
brand-new (opening that day in fact) International Hotel about ten minutes away. With Trevor and the luggage 
on board we set off for the new hotel and arrived to find that the inaugural ceremony complete with video-
cameras and local dignitaries was about to begin. It seemed that we were the first guests to be staying at the hotel 
and were duly invited to partake of the buffet lunch with a variety of tasty Ethiopian dishes on offer and 
(mercifully short) speeches at the opening ceremony.  
 
Tearing ourselves away from the ceremony we boarded our bus and set off for the Menegasha Plain and Gafersa 
Reservoir. Negotiating our way through the increasingly dense traffic on Addis’s roads we finally made it out 
onto the wide open plains where a first stop was called to look at some Wattled Ibis close to a small stream. This 
soon turned into a good stop for other birds including some Grey-rumped Swallows, Rock Martins, Hill Chats, 
Black-headed Siskins, several Red-billed Oxpeckers on the cattle, a displaying male Pin-tailed Whydah, a Three-
banded Plover and a Mountain Wagtail together with the first of many White-collared Pigeons, overall a good 
introduction to Ethiopian birding.  
 
A little further down the road we arrived at the top end of the reservoir and here amongst the Wattled Ibises we 
saw some Sacred Ibis, more White-collared Pigeons, an Ethiopian Cisticola and a fine Tawny Eagle sitting atop a 
tall post.  Walking down towards the reservoir we flushed a number of Red-throated Pipits and around the 
muddy edges of the reservoir there were hundreds of Egyptian Geese together with several Blue-winged Geese, 
Yellow- billed and Red-billed Ducks, an African Spoonbill, Spur-winged Plovers and a Marsh Sandpiper.  
 
After a short break for the packed lunch we wandered along the road that runs close to and overlooks part of the 
reservoir and kept adding new species including Pallid Harrier, Lanner, Yellow-crowned Canary and Yellow-
bellied Waxbill along the way. At the end of the walk we were serenaded by a singing Fiscal Shrike and had some 
close-up views of a pair of Groundscraper Thrushes. It was then time to leave this picturesque and bird-filled site 
and head back to the busy city and our hotel and some sleep. As we climbed out of the bus we bid farewell to 
Yilma, who was off to lead another tour group, and thank him for his help and company during the day. 

Day 3  Sunday 16th November 

Addis Abab - Solulta Plain - Debre Libanos 

Merid, our local guide for the rest of the tour, joined us over breakfast in the hotel before we all boarded the bus 
for the journey north to Debre Libanos. A short stop in a suburban side-street for a tyre-change afforded us the 
unexpected opportunity of seeing a feeding flock of small passerines that included an Indigo-bird and some Red-
billed Firefinches.  
 
Once clear of the city the road climbs up through extensive areas of planted Eucalyptus forest before coming out 
onto the broad extensive Solulta Plain which is part of the Ethiopian plateau. This area is largely extensive 
grassland but rapidly being converted to agriculture including growing cereal crops and grazing, some marshy 
areas and small pools still exist and it was at a stop near one of these that we found a large flock of Abdim’s 
Storks. Once we had all had good views of these fine birds we also noticed 3 Abyssinian Longclaws in the field 
near the side of the road. 
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A little further on our driver, Abby, noticed two large birds showing interest in something at the side of the road 
and as we slowed down, two fine but huge Lappet-faced Vultures were there at the side of the road, scrapping 
over a recently dead cat! They appeared to take no notice of us, or any of the passing traffic only yards away, 
affording us some of the closest views of these enormous birds with monstrous bills which tore off bits of the 
cat as we watched. At one stage several Tawny Eagles circled overhead and a White-headed Vulture came in low 
to inspect the scene and await their share of the carcass.  
 
The gorge itself is a little-known wonder of Ethiopia, easily equalling the Grand Canyon in its dramatic scenic 
beauty with its steep-sided drop to the bottom of the canyon where it is just possible to make out the river that 
forms one of the tributaries of the Blue Nile. We eventually arrived at the gorge a little before mid-day and birds 
were immediately on view in front us, these included Ruppell’s Griffon Vultures, Steppe and Tawny Eagles, Fan-
tailed Ravens, two Erckel’s Francolins, a Stout Cisticola, Cinnamon-breasted Bunting and on the edge of 
precipice both Mocking and White-winged Cliff Chats together with several of the almost all-black Ruppell’s 
Chats. 
 
We spent sometime at the small restaurant perched on an overlook as birds either appeared in front of us in the 
bushes or along the rim of the gorge or soared back and forth in front of us on the rising thermals. The 
restaurant owners have clearly found a way of attracting birders to this place as they now put out large bones on 
the lip of the gorge and these attracted several Ruppell’s Griffon Vultures and Tawny Eagles down  and on a 
number of occasions a couple of Egyptian Vultures and a stately adult Lammergeier drifted by. The site is clearly 
well- known to all the local Yellow-billed Kites who congregated overhead and swooped in acrobatically when 
the remains of lunch was offered up to them.  
 
In the bushy area around the restaurant and immediately below the gorge we came across a Long-billed Pipit, 
Speckled Mousebirds, Common Bulbuls, Blue-breasted Bee-eaters and a fine male Pied Wheatear of the white-
throated ‘vittata’ form. As we returned to the edge of the gorge a pair of Verreaux’s Eagles put on a fine display 
circling and soaring in the updrafts against the sheer walls of the gorge as a backdrop whilst on the rocks some 
way below were a group of White-billed Starlings. 
 
In the afternoon we set off to the monastery area a little way along the road and slightly into the gorge, along the 
way we stopped to view the family groups of Gelada Baboons feeding near the roadside. The monastery area can 
be very busy with people but today we were fairly fortunate as there were only small numbers present. We spent 
sometime in the monastery garden where a fine White-cheeked Touraco showed well in the top of a tree and an 
African Little Sparrowhawk flitted through the canopy perching in full view for all to see. Overhead there were 
further views of a Verreaux’s Eagle and some Nyanza Swifts.  
 
We set off back to Addis in the late afternoon, stopping along the way to look at some Yellow-billed Ducks and 
nearby an Erlanger’s Lark, Mosque Swallow and a distant male Pallid Harrier.  
 
We arrived back in Addis just as the rush-hour was reaching its peak and the inauguration ceremony for the hotel 
to which we were invited to but declined after a fairly busy day and an early start tomorrow. 
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Day 4  Monday 17th November 

Addis Ababa - Lake Chelekleka - Lake Hora - Lake Zwai - Wondo Genet 

As the day dawned we were up, breakfasted and away on schedule as we had a lot of ground to cover and get to 
Wondo Genet before dark. Our first stop was Lake Chelekleka, just outside the town of Debre Zeit.  
 
This is a large reed-fringed lake with areas of open water set amongst fields growing all manner of crops from 
tomatoes to water melons and cereals and is now at some risk of being completely drained judging by the 
number of generators and large hoses being used to extract water for crop-irrigation. Along the edge of the lake 
were Squacco Herons, Red-knobbed Coots, a couple of Jacanas and amongst the reeds a little further out were 
several Maccoa Duck, Southern Pochard, some Spur-winged Geese and a large loose flock of White-backed 
Duck. Overhead were a number of Steppe Eagles and at one stage two immature Lesser-Spotted Eagles joined 
them.  
 
We could easily have lingered longer but as there were other places we needed to visit we moved on to the 
nearby Lake Hora on the edge of the town. This is an ancient crater lake with steep rocky sides and deep water 
and along one of the wooded edges we spent an hour looking at the birds out on the water and in the bushes 
close-by. On the lake itself were large groups of Little Grebes, some Red-knobbed Coots and several Pink-
backed Pelicans with a larger group asleep in one of the trees overhanging the edge of the lake. In the reeds a 
fine Malachite Kingfisher was patiently watching the shallows for a likely next meal. The woodland was largely 
Eucalyptus with several other native species; here we saw Banded and Black-billed Barbets, Scarlet-chested 
Sunbird, Paradise and Dusky Flycatchers, a small flock of Abyssinian White-eyes together with a Little Rock 
Thrush and fine male samamisicus Redstart.    
 
We continued along the road south into the rift valley, occasionally seeing birds such as Hoopoes and small 
flocks of Common Cranes along the way. The next main stop was at Zwai where we had lunch in a small 
restaurant with a courtyard and grove of trees. Whilst lunch was being prepared - everyone had opted for the 
delicious local delicacy of Tilapia fish from the lake - we sat on the balcony whilst a Grey-headed Batis and 
Beautiful and Scarlet-chested Sunbirds showed well in the trees overhead.   
 
The short drive to nearby Lake Zwai was punctuated with stops for an Olivaceous Warbler and a Northern 
Carmine Bee-eater which gave very good views sitting on the roadside wires. As soon as we arrived at the lake 
we were hassled by local boys wanting pens or money but Merid came to our rescue and largely held them at bay 
whilst we were able to walk to the end of the jetty out into the lake.  
 
The first birds were a large group of Marabous standing round like old men waiting for anything they could get.  
Out in the shallows and vegetation were Squacco Herons, Hammerkops, Sacred Ibis, Little Egrets and a lone 
Yellow-billed Stork whilst occasional Whiskered Terns hovered close-by and single Blue-cheeked Bee-eater and 
Woodland Kingfishers darted in and out of the bushes. The lake itself was fairly quiet but an African Fish-Eagle 
flew over and shortly after was followed by a Purple Heron. Having taken quantities of photos of the many close 
birds here, we boarded the bus for the last leg of the day’s journey.  
 
As we drove on further south new birds kept appearing at the roadside and although time was pressing, we just 
had to stop to look at a Dark Chanting Goshawk and as we did so we noticed a small group of Temminck’s 
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Coursers and Crowned Plovers in the field next to the road and in the Acacia trees there were White-crowned 
Shrikes, White-browed Sparrow- Weavers and some Superb Starlings. Further on down the road we passed Lake 
Langano in the distance and shortly after a panic-shout from Charlie who had seen a large bird in a field at the 
side of the road. We stopped the bus and walked back to look at the field, and there much to everyone’s surprise, 
was a fine male Black-bellied Bustard, normally a shy and fairly retiring bird, foraging in the field in the open not 
50 yards from the road.  
 
Dusk had fallen by the time we reached Shashamene and the eyes of a Spotted Hyaena reflected back in our 
headlights as it crossed the road in front of the bus as we entered the outskirts of the town. By the time we 
reached Wondo Genet it was completely dark and besides the hotel staff we were greeted by the evening chorus 
of insects, tree-frogs and later on after dinner, a pair of duetting European Scops Owls.  

Day 5  Tuesday 18th November 

Wondo Genet 

As the day dawned, the group was out searching the grounds of the hotel for the first birds of the day, these 
included a pair of Variable Sunbirds busily fussing around a flowering shrub by the reception centre. In the large 
fig-tree that dominates the hotel area were a group of three Double-toothed Barbets, Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher, 
Black-headed Batis and close-by we found a Brown Parisoma and several Brown Woodland Warblers.  
 
After breakfast taken in the out-of-place hexagonal and opaque glass-sided restaurant we boarded the bus for the 
short drive up to the start of the forested hills. This area used to be much more extensive than it is now, having 
been depleted through ongoing and completely illegal logging and occupation over recent years but still seems to 
support some critical key species. We started off by walking through the last of the newly cleared fields and into 
the scrubby edge of the forest. Birds at first were rather sparse but we soon came across a Cardinal Woodpecker, 
some African Citrils, a female Banded Wattle-eye, and several Olive Thrushes together with a pair of Scaly 
Francolins feeding out in the open.  
 
Walking on along the forest trail we came across a variety of birds including a pair of Red-shouldered Cuckoo-
Shrikes, a Lesser Honeyguide, a female Red-headed Weaver, Ruppell’s Robin-Chat and two Sharpe’s Starlings. A 
little further on a fine male Narina Trogon perched in a trees some way down the hill and right by the path a fine 
Spotted Creeper crept up and around the trunk of a close tree. The path wound upward and the day warmed up, 
at one point a large raptor circled overhead on broad, rounded wings and a longish barred tail and rich brown 
underwing-coverts, all the distinguishing characters of a Crested Hawk-Eagle which shortly afterwards gave a 
superb fly-by at eye level. A little further on in one of the large trees overlooking the valley were a pair of 
Verreaux’s Eagle- Owls surveying their ever diminishing forest. 
 
At the top of the track we found ourselves in more mature, or less degraded, forest and here we found a small 
troupe of Black-and-White Colobus monkeys, and in a tall and fairly dense fruiting tree were several Yellow-
fronted Parrots. It was at this stage that we decided that we had come far enough and turned our steps back the 
way we had come.  
The birdlife on the way back was much the same as on the outward journey but we did manage to add some 
Slender-billed Chestnut-winged Starlings together with some fine views of a Black-and- White Mannikin. 
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By the time we got back to the hotel for a late lunch the day had become very warm and a short siesta period was 
called for, reinforced by the general lack of any bird activity in the trees around the hotel. Shortly after 3.30 we 
took a short walk firstly down to the hot springs area then up the adjoining valley to where an old quarry lies at 
the edge of another patch of forest. In the hot springs area were several Thick-billed Ravens which were very 
tame and approachable down to a matter of feet allowing frame-filling photos of their glossy black plumage, 
large white nape patches and huge bills.  
 
Further on up the track a large raptor was spotted heading our way showing well-barred underparts and white 
‘landing-lights’ at the base of the wings, a sure sign of an adult Ayres Hawk-Eagle which showed briefly but well 
before disappearing behind a tall fig tree.  
 
Shortly before arrived at the quarry a Blue-spotted Wood-Dove hopped out of the forest onto the track in front 
of us and whilst we were watching it a Tambourine Dove flew past us and into the forest. At the quarry itself we 
approached with caution as we knew from previous trips this area is a favourite location for a Half-collared 
Kingfisher, and almost on cue with a short, shrill whistle, it arrived and perched up on the side of the quarry in 
front of us, affording some exceptional views through the scopes. On the far side of the quarry a warm brown 
thrush-sized bird dropped into some dense undergrowth so we waited for it to reappear when suddenly Mike 
noticed a brief movement in the undergrowth and there in one of the saplings on the far side of the clearing sat 
an Abyssinian Ground-Thrush preening. On the way back down we admired the loose flock of Black Saw-wing 
Swallows milling over the valley and the Silvery-cheeked Hornbills noisily heading over to roost as we discussed 
the success of the day’s birding.  

Day 6  Wednesday 19th November 

Wondo Genet - Dinsho - Bale Mountains NP - Goba 

There was little time for dawn-birding this morning as we had to be up early, packed and ready to leave just as it 
was getting light. The only consolation to be had was a fine Giant Kingfisher and a Wire-tailed Swallow sitting 
on roadside wires above a small stream in the town itself. We refuelled in Shashamene, which gave us an 
opportunity to look at a Long- crested Hawk-Eagle sitting on a post opposite the garage and then we were off on 
the road to Goba and the Bale Mountains.  
 
This road, which is in the process of being re-built in one go along its entire 200 km length and with a tarmac 
surface, is at present mostly a dry, dusty, gravelly, rutted and pot-holed route across the plains and uplands of 
central Ethiopia. In a normal year the road is bad but with the diversions in place this year the discomfort level 
high, and because of the slow speed it was even longer to endure. It was only thanks to Abby’s skilled driving 
that the journey wasn’t any worse than it could have been. It was a small crumb of comfort to know that once 
the road is completed future trips to this part of the world would never again have to endure this! We had a 
couple of stops along the way, mostly to shake the dust off, but also to stretch the legs.  
 
We eventually left the plains behind and began climbing upwards through increasingly dramatic scenery as we 
reached the high fir forest which then gives way to the peaks of the Bale Mountains and grassy pastures with 
Choughs accompanying the alpine air with their ringing cries. Dropping down towards the national park we 
stopped by a couple of small pools where there were some Blue-winged Geese and a little way off a group of 
Spot- breasted Plovers. A little further on were the first large animals of the trip with several Mountain Nyala, 
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Warthogs and some Bohor Reedbuck. At one stage there was the strange sight of at least four Rouget’s Rails 
crossing the main road, which for such a scarce and endangered bird seemed a little risky habit.  
 
Close to the town of Dinsho we stopped to look at some more rails and a family party of Chestnut-naped 
Francolins appeared out of the tall vegetation and right by the side of the road were several Moorland 
Francolins, normally we don’t see these until much higher up on the Sanetti Plateau.  
 
Having collected the national park guide from the headquarters in Dinsho we pressed on towards Goba but with 
the declining light there was little bird or animal activity. We arrived at our hotel a little after dark following a 
long, hot, dusty and tiring day and were glad to get to our rooms and a refreshing shower before a quick beer 
and some dinner in the restaurant.  
 

Day 7  Thursday 20th November 

Goba - Bale Mountains NP - Sanetti Plateau 

At first light the next morning a keen few were up and about looking around the large hotel garden where there 
was little activity but in the fields across the road a couple of Somali Fiscal’s showed well to several of the tour 
group. Following a hearty breakfast of porridge (done to perfection) and toast (done to a crisp) we boarded the 
bus for the drive up to the plateau.  
 
Above the town the road climbs up through plantation fir before giving way to native firs and then into open 
areas of mixed fir and Hagenia forest. We stopped at one point in some of the more older fir and Hagenias and 
had not gone far from the road when a pair of Abyssinian Woodpeckers were located and showed well on a tree 
only a few metres away from us, almost in the very next tree an Abyssinian Catbird burst into its delightful, 
liquid, Nightingale-like song and was followed in turn by several others all singing in chorus. We waited patiently 
and shortly after first one then another showed themselves, flitting around the edge of the canopy before 
nervously disappearing back into cover.  
 
A little further along the path Merid located a couple of Black-winged Lovebirds, sitting almost motionless, on a 
flowering shrub which were well camouflaged against the green background of the leaves of the tree; close-by a 
couple of Cinnamon-bracken Warblers, normally an extremely elusive and skulking bird, sat out and sang a rapid, 
melodious song and in the adjacent field a fine male Yellow Bishop perched on the ears of some tall vegetation 
spikes.  
 
Other birds in the area included singing Black-headed Siskins and Yellow-crowned Canaries and a distant 
Verreaux’s Eagle sailed over but of the resident White-backed Black Tits there was no sign.  
 
Back on the bus we pressed on and climbed up above the tree line and into the tall heath-like vegetation of the 
Sanetti Plateau. Eagerly we scanned the hillsides for any sign of a large fox-coloured dog but could only discern a 
few wayward cattle which seem to be invading this once pristine habitat. The road finally levelled out on the 
plateau itself which at a little under 14,000 ft, the highest all-year road in Africa.  
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As we climbed out of the bus it was noticeable the temperature had dropped a few degrees but birds were in 
evidence as the first Thekla Larks and an Augur Buzzard and several Alpine Chats welcomed us from the tops of 
the Giant lobelias. On the ground at our feet we noticed large holes and not far away we could see some the 
local residents, large furry Giant Mole-Rats which stole nervously out of their burrows only to scuttle back down 
at the sight, scent or sound of any danger. On a nearby ridge a pair of Wattled Cranes pecked at the ground 
finding something to their liking.  On a nearby pool was a Greenshank looking a little out of place but close-by 
was one of the most sought-after birds of the trip, a pair of Spot-breasted Plovers which walked, fed and paused 
to look around in the manner of all Vanellus plovers the world over.  
 
Having had our fill of these fine birds and several more which flew in to join them we boarded the bus once 
more intending to explore a little more of the plateau but by now Joan was feeling the effects of the altitude and 
it was decided that it would be in her best interests to go back down. Merid offered to take her back down to the 
hotel and we would walk on along the road and wait for the bus to return. Whilst this decision was being made a 
family group of Simien Foxes were seen from the bus some way across the plateau running along in a line and 
then stopping to frolic before disappearing out of sight over a ridge.  
 
The party who remained on the plateau walked on over the almost level ground stopping from time to time to 
look at the Steppe and Lesser-spotted Eagles overhead and a Rufous- breasted Sparrowhawk which circled up 
and up into the perfectly blue sky. We had taken the precaution of keeping our lunches with us and we climbed 
to one of the rocky peaks close to the road to have lunch whilst we were being watched by small group of female 
Mountain Nyala feeding nearby and almost matched the colour of the grey and black lava rocks. After lunch we 
returned ot the road and noticed an inquisitive face peering over a fairly close-by pile of rocks and there at about 
200 yards was a fine Simien Fox which had come to give us the once-over before retreating to the far side of the 
rocks and slipping out of view.  
 
As the afternoon wore on and there was no sign of the bus returning (had we been forgotten?) we decided to 
walk back to where we had left it. After a short while it magically re-appeared after having been held-up by a 
broken-down lorry on the bridge out of town. Gratefully we boarded the bus and headed down to the area of 
vegetation around the tree line where we hoped to see some of the other birds of the area. In the first area we 
stopped at were several Cinnamon-bracken Warblers and several Bale Parsomas.  
 
At the second stop a Mountain Buzzard circled over the road before landing in the top of a close-by fir. At the 
third stop we returned to the same area as this morning and had gone only a matter of yards from the bus when 
a splendid Red-breasted Wryneck sat out in the open on one of the firs. When it flew off moments later (after 
most of the group had good views) another followed it from almost the same spot. Close-by we searched the 
trees for any signs of activity until we heard the give-away calls of a White-backed Black Tit, which eventually 
showed well but kept to the high canopy of a tall fir in which it spent some time flitting around showing only 
glimpses of itself but in the end came out into the open before heading off into the forest.  
By now the light was failing and with the declining the sun the temperature was also on the wane, we climbed 
back into the bus and by the time we were back at the hotel it was almost dark. 

Day 9 Friday 21st November 

Goba - Robe - Dinsho - Shashamene - Lake Awassa 
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Today was the day for our return trip through the mountains and over the dusty plain on the rough road to 
Shashamene with one or two additional birding stops. The first of these was in the town of Robe which, for 
some rather inexplicable reason, marks the most westerly point of Somali Crows distribution.  Several of these 
rather distinctively glossy black crows with stouter bills than the weaker-looking Cape Rooks sat around on 
rooftops, roadside wires or grubbed in the streets. Not far outside the town was a group of White Storks feeding 
in the roadside fields, the only ones of the trip. 
 
The second stop was a little further on where the road crosses over the Wabi Shabelle River. Here the river 
meanders through a little grove of mature willows before emerging into open fields and is the prime location for 
African Black Duck. We wandered along the riverbank and finally came across a pair plus a single bird on a side 
pool on one side of the river. In the area around the pool we also saw 2 Lesser Blue-eared Glossy Starlings, 
several Pin-tailed Whydahs, a male Yellow Bishop, and in the distance two ring-tailed Pallid Harriers drifted over 
the fields. Having had good views of the Black Ducks we boarded the bus again and moved on, this time back to 
the national park headquarters area at Dinsho.  
 
Walking along the track towards the headquarters buildings at Dinsho we passed through some mature 
woodland in which a number of Abyssinian Catbirds were scuttling about together with a pair of Tropical 
Boubous and a White-back Black Tit hurried through, stopping only to give fleeting views. At the headquarters 
we were met by a local guide who took us on a walk into the reserve, the highlight of which were two Montane 
Nightjars roosting out  in the open at the foot of a large rock. As time was passing and we had a long way to go 
we re-joined the bus and taking our last look at Rouget’s Rails we crossed the plain and moved up into the 
mountains. However, we had not gone far before a final short stop took us to an old quarry beside the road 
where Merid pointed out a roosting Cape Eagle on a ledge. 
 
The journey back to Shashamene was no worse than on the way out but we were glad to see the tarmac when we 
eventually got to the end. Birds were relatively few and far between, the usual roadside Red-breasted (Botta’s) 
Wheatears were occasionally joined by some Isabelline and Pied Wheatears and in the open grasslands a small 
party of Black-winged Plovers; shortly before Shashamene a Black Sparrowhwak was seen briefly in flight 
through some roadside trees. By the time we reached the hotel at Lake Awassa it was dark and time to check into 
our rooms and head for the restaurant.  

Day 9 Saturday 22nd November 

Lake Awassa - Lake Langano - Modjo - Addis 

For most of the group this was the last full day in Ethiopia. We made an early start with a dawn walk down the 
edge of the lake with its attendant egrets and ibises, also there were several Pied Kingfishers and a Striated 
Heron.  
A Black Crake was seen by a few of the group in a muddy patch in the garden of the hotel and in the large fig 
trees by the restaurant African Fish-Eagles perched and frequently called their distinctive half-scream-half-laugh. 
Along the edge of the hotel garden we found several Fork-tailed Drongos, a fine Banded Barbet, 2 Northern 
Puff-backs and a pair of Amethyst Starlings, out in the dusty entrance lane were 2 Grey Woodpeckers and a 
party of Red-cheeked Cordon-bleus whilst in the trees above the chalets were a group of Black-and-White 
Colobus monkeys which inquisitively watched the loading of the bus with the luggage. 
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After breakfast we headed off for the short journey to the nearby fish-market. This takes place at the edge of the 
lake set amongst some open mature Acacia woodland and adjacent scrub which has always proved good for a 
variety of birds. Leaving the bus by the entrance we walked slowly along the woodland track and had not gone 
far before we found a Double-toothed Barbet, a Banded Barbet and an African Thrush, a little further along 
there was a Pygmy Kingfisher and in the canopy of a tall fig tree a group of Bruce’s Green Pigeons sat quietly 
almost completely merging with green leaves and close-by a noisy group of Silvery-cheeked Hornbills fed in a 
fruiting fig tree.  
 
The market area itself was a throng of locals either loading or unloading boats or trucks with baskets of fish, 
buying or selling fish or fruit whilst other people just appeared to be watching everyone else. Alongside all this 
activity there were groups of White-winged Black Terns flitting around just a few feet offshore together with a 
number of White Pelicans and Marabou Storks hoovering up tit-bits of food thrown to them by boys anxious to 
please tourists and make a few birr in the process. In the tall reedy patch a few yards offshore a brilliantly-electric 
blue Malachite Kingfisher perched and not far away a much duller, drabber and browner bird a Lesser Swamp 
Warbler flitted around to the delight of those who enjoy little brown jobs. 
 
Shortly before mid-day we boarded the bus and hit the road again, this time to the north and back along the road 
to Lake Langano. A brief stop in some dry Acacia woodland produced a pair of Red-billed Hornbills and several 
Von der Decken’s Hornbills and nearby a Rufous- crowned Roller together with a large flock of Sand Martins on 
the nearby power lines. We stopped at the nearby Lake Langano resort for lunch and almost the first bird we saw 
was a fine White-bellied Go-away bird. Lunch was again the local Tilapia fish which everyone seemed to enjoy, 
especially when a little of the local hot-sauce was added.  
 
After lunch the local guides from the resort took us on a stroll through the garden to look at their roosting 
Greyish-Eagle Owls which sat and stared back at us from their tree-top roost. Elsewhere in the grounds we 
found a fine Masked Shrike, Cardinal Woodpecker, Pale Flycatcher and a couple of Buff-bellied Warblers. One 
final surprise was also revealed by the guides who led us to a Slender-tailed Nightjar roosting (as it has done for 
some time) in their nursery garden.  
 
Then, with sinking heart it was time to leave and head off along the highway north to Addis. By now most of the 
roadside birds seemed familiar faces but there were occasional glimpses of Abyssinian Ground-Hornbills, a bird 
that we had not seen well (or at all for some members) and although time was passing we screamed to a halt at 
one particular group that was close to the road and everyone enjoyed a final good bird at the end of the main 
trip.  
 
As dusk was falling we arrived in Modjo and it was a quick farewell to those who were going on to Awash but 
for the main tour it was back to Addis and a quick shower and change before being whisked off to the airport at 
the end of what everyone agreed was a very successful birding tour. 

[end of main Naturetrek tour…beginning of Awash N.P. extension]: 

Day 10 Sunday 23rd November 

Modjo - Lake Besseke - Awash NP - Billen Lodge 
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The contingent going on to Awash NP spent the night at a pleasant hotel near the crossroads in Modjo and they 
were met the following morning by our guide Antona and driver for the next three days. We set off soon after 
breakfast heading east through the town of Nazreth before emerging into the volcanic landscape of black craters 
and lava flows that characterises this part of the country around Mount Fantale. The sparse vegetation offered 
little in the way of birds but we did manage to see a female Pygmy Falcon sitting close to the road. We made our 
first stop at Besseke Lake where we added several waders to the trip list including Wood Sandpiper, Little and 
Temminck’s Stints but of the near-endemic Sombre Chats there was no sign. 
 
We pressed on through the town of Awash and out into more semi-desert like country with sandy soils, dry 
plains and stunted Acacias broken by occasional grassy savannas. The road stretched onwards as the day grew 
hotter and after one false start we eventually turned off onto a gravel track that led to Billen Lodge. The lodge 
itself sits on a small rise and overlooks a large swampy area mostly full of tall reeds and in the distance some 
open grassland and Acacia woodland, if this was Tanzanis it could almost have been the Serengetti. A few 
Warthogs were all that was on show as we arrived at the lodge and were directed to our comfortable chalets.  
 
In the time before a fairly late lunch we walked around the lodge area finding a very tame and confiding party of 
Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse and a pair of Yellow-breasted Barbets just outside the restaurant. After lunch we took 
a quick siesta on the chalet balconies before setting off in the land-cruisers into the bush country around the 
lodge. We had not gone very far when a fine Arabian Bustard was seen feeding in an area of sandy scrub and 
although it was clearly aware of our presence (it kept a wary eye on us) it didn’t seem particularly concerned. 
Other birds seen along the track were several Northern Carmine Bee-eaters, Grey, Red-billed and Yellow-billed 
Hornbills, Wattled Starlings, a couple of Yellow-spotted Petronias and some White-headed Buffalo-Weavers. 
Dusk quickly fell on our way back to the lodge and at one point we stopped to watch some birds going to roost 
when a group of 3 Plain Nightjars were noticed flying around and landing in the track and showed well in the 
headlights.  

Day 11 Monday 24th November 

Billen Lodge - Ali Dege Plains - Awash NP - Billen Lodge 

We were up with the first rays of light and certainly well before most of the large flock of roosting Cattle Egrets 
in bushes on the edge of swamp below us were. As the sun climbed a group of roosting Carmine Bee-eaters that 
had spend the night in the thorn bushes climbed to the tops of the trees to warm themselves and glistened like 
rubies in the early morning sun. Whilst we were having breakfast in the lodge a family party of Mouse-coloured 
Penduline- Tits explored the bushes outside the windows. 
Breakfast over we collected a local Afar guide and set off back along the track to the main road, passing the 
Arabian Bustard in the exact same spot as yesterday afternoon and at a nearby waterhole several flocks of 
Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse were coming in to drink. Having crossed the main road we pressed on down a 
rutted track out onto the Ali Dege plains, a large grassland expanse with distant Acacias and a backdrop of tall 
dry mountains and seeming barren, brown hills. We set off across the plains towards the distant Acacias finding 
several Arabian Bustards and some Flappet and Chestnut-backed Sparrow-larks on our way, whilst overhead a 
couple of Swallow-tailed Kites showed well. Animals too were prominent out here on the grassland with several 
Soemmering’s Gazelle’s fairly close and a larger herd in a more distant shimmering haze. Amongst this more 
distant herd we could make out some larger animals and pressed on in their direction. Closer to we could see 
there were several Beisa Oryx a single Grevy’s Zebra and a well-scattered family party of Somali Ostriches. With 
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a large cloud of dust on the horizon signalling the arrival of a less-than -friendly Somali herdsmen we beat a 
dignified retreat back to the main road. 
 
Once on the road we headed off to Awash town for some lunch and then on to Awash NP itself. Just before we 
arrived at the park entrance a tree on the side of the road held a party of vultures amongst which were about 10 
African White-backed, the largest number we had seen on the whole trip.  
 
At first the park was fairly quiet as it was now mid-afternoon but we did manage to see another pair of Swallow-
tailed Kites and another Arabian Bustard together with several Somali Fiscals, Little Bee-eaters, a flock of 
Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, two Pallid Harriers and a large group of Helmeted Guineafowl. The sun was 
setting as we left the park and it was long after dark by the time we got back to the lodge.  

Day 12 Tuesday 25th November 

Billen Lodge - Awash NP - Awash River Falls - Lake Besseke - Addis  

After an early breakfast we packed the land-cruisers, said our farewells and set off back along the track to the 
main road stopping only for a short walk around the area by the waterhole. At first there were only a few 
Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse flying over but in the surrounding Acacia trees and scrub we found a large flock of 
Blue-naped Mousebirds, several Red-faced Crombecs, a Black-throated Barbet and White-crowned, Woodchat 
and Isabelline Shrikes. A little further along the track we stopped amongst some Acacias to look at a singing male 
Mariqua Sunbird and, glancing out over the plain we saw a family group of Gerenuk feeding in a small grove of 
trees. 
 
We arrived back at Awash and took the track across the park towards Kereyou Lodge. At first there was little 
new, but in almost the same spot that we saw an Arabian Bustard yesterday, today there stood a fine Kori 
Bustard. A little further on was a Thompson’s Gazelle and a pair of Beisa Oryx close to the path which appeared 
slightly nervous. The reason for the nervousness was soon obvious, as we approached it was not us that was 
making them nervous but a Striped Hyena that we could just make out creeping through the tall grass and as we 
drew level with the Oryx a calf jumped up from behind the bushes and scampered off after the adults and out of 
harm’s way.  
 
Kereyou Lodge is very well situated, it stands high on the lip of a very impressive gorge, through which the 
Awash River runs away to the east.  
The gorge is otherwise fairly dry and has little vegetation apart from sparse and stunted Acacias, on the far side is 
a nomad’s occasional farmstead and corral fenced in with cut thorn-bushes which is inhabited from time to time 
by Somali herdsmen. The veranda of the lodge overlooks the gorge and it is one of the most pleasant dining 
spots in the whole of East Africa as rising thermals and updrafts bring birds of prey and swifts along the gorge, 
often appearing unannounced overhead. Today, however, the veranda was entirely occupied by a coach load of 
tourists and we were relegated to lunch on the back porch. Nevertheless the lunch was very good and livened by 
a number of birds passing by including Fan-tailed Ravens and several African Palm Swifts, the latter our first of 
the trip.  
 
After a fine lunch, we boarded the vehicles and drove off along the track to the Awash River Falls. This track 
passes through some areas of open Acacia scrub and coming to an abrupt halt we jumped out to look at a Buff-
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crested Bustard which initially showed well but became increasingly nervous at our presence and crept off into 
the vegetation, following on we failed to find it but instead discovered a male Pygmy Falcon sitting in a tree at 
close range.  
 
The falls themselves are an impressive scaled-down version of Victoria Falls and one of the natural wonders of 
Ethiopia and Awash and seemingly little-known or publicised to the wider world. Birdlife here was fairly sparse, 
it being the heat of mid-afternoon but we did manage to add African Pied Wagtail to the trip list.  
 
The afternoon was passing and we had the long journey back to Addis in front of us so we took a last look at 
Awash NP and headed off along the road west. We stopped briefly for another look at the lava flow area at Lake 
Besseke and, after a couple of false starts including finding a Blackstart and then a female Rock Thrush, we 
managed to locate, albeit fairly briefly (and for only some of the group) a pair of Sombre Rock Chats, very drab 
in appearance but extremely rare and restricted to this seemingly hostile habitat of almost barren lavatic flows 
and found only in this part of Ethiopia and the adjacent areas of Somalia - their total world population is 
probably less than several hundred pairs but no-one really knows. 
 
We arrived back in Addis about 7.45 and said goodbye to Antona and our driver at the Hotel Lalibella and 
checked into our rooms for a much needed shower before meeting up with Martin and Russell who had gone on 
a separate extension north to the Jemma Valley. Over dinner we compared notes and sightings before turning in. 

Day 13 Wednesday 26th November 

Addis Ababa - Rome - Heathrow 

There was only a little time for a short wander round the garden area of the hotel before breakfast and here not 
much had changed from the start of the trip, the same Brown-rumped Seedeaters, Dusky Turtle Doves and  
African Citrils seemed to be in the same bushes and several Wattled Ibis flapped over on their way towards their 
feeding areas.  
 
Soon we were on the last leg of the journey to the airport and the long wait in the departure lounge was 
brightened up with our first and only sighting of Black-headed Herons which were foraging in the grassy areas 
beside the runway.  
 
The flight to Heathrow was fairly uneventful, except for a short stop in Rome, which looked attractive from the 
air even though it was raining. We landed at Heathrow almost on time and in much the same temperature we 
had left it, cold and damp! The heat and sunshine of Ethiopia certainly seemed a long way away. Having 
collected our luggage it was time to say our goodbyes and head off in separate directions with memories of a 
good trip and some superb birds to warm the winter chill.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
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Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 
touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  
 
Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 
now live; do please pay us a visit!   
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Species Lists 

Birds 
Somali Ostrich  Struthio molybdophanes 
 A family group of 8 including 2 adults Ali Dege Plains on 24th. 
Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 
 About 15 Gafersa Reservoir 15th, 350+ Lake Hora and two Lake Zwai17th. 
Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus 
 Single Gafersa Reservoir on 15th and 2 Lake Hora 17th. 
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 
 At least three on Lake Chelekleka on 17th and c15 around Lake Awassa fish market on 22nd.  
Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 
 Up to 15, mostly asleep, in trees at the edge of Lake Hora on 17th. 
White-breasted Cormorant  Phalacrocorax lucidus 
 Fairly common, seen at Gefersa Reservoir, Lake Hora and the Rift Valley Lakes.  
Long-tailed Cormorant  Phalacrocorax africanus 
 Fairly common but less numerous than P. lucidus, seen at Gefersa Reservoir, Lakes Chelekleka, Hora, 

 Awassa and Besseka. 
African Darter  Anhinga rufa 
 Up to five at Lake Zwai on 17th. 
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 
 Fairly numerous, seen at Lakes Zwai, Awassa and Besseka. 
Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 
 Fairly common along the Rift Valley and to and from Awash NP and Billen Lodge. 
Little Green/ Green-backed Heron    Butorides striatus 
 Single at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Great White Egret Egretta alba 
 Single at Lake Zwai on 17th, c10 Lake Awassa on 22nd and up to 2 at Billen Lodge. 
Yellow-billed Egret Egretta intermedia 
 At least 10 on the Solulta Plain on 16th. 
Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 
 Fairly common at Lake Hora and Lake Awassa. 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 
 Single at Lake Hora on 17th and up to 2 at Billen Lodge, Awash NP. 
Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath 
 Singles at Lake Zwai on 17th, Lake Besseka 23rd and two there on 24th. 
Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea 
 A single bird in flight at Lake Zwai on 17th and 2 Billen Lodge on 24th. 
Hammerkop  Scopus umbretta 
 Fairly common in small numbers, abundant at the fish market at Lake Awassa 22nd. 
White Stork  Ciconia ciconia 
 5 in fields near Goba on 21st.  
Black Stork  Ciconia nigra 
 Single at Billen Lodge on 24th. 
Abdim’s Stork   Ciconia abdimii 
 At least 120 together close to the road on the Solulta Plain on 16th.  
Marabou  Leptoptilos crumeniferus 
 Common and widespread at the rift valley lakes.  
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 
 Single at Gafersa Reservoir 15th, up to 6 Lake Zwai on 17th and up to 3 Billen Lodge 23rd - 25th.  
Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopica 
 Common and widespread at the rift valley lakes. 
Wattled Ibis  Bostrychia carunculata 
 Common and widespread, seen on five dates, with maximum of 100+ in the Bale mountains on 20th. 
Hadada Ibis  Bostrychia hagedash 
 Small numbers (less than five a day) at the rift valley lakes.  
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Glossy Ibis   Plegadis falcinellus 
 2 on the Solulta Plain on 16th, 2 Lake Chelekleka and 2 Lake Zwai 17th and up to 8 Lake Awassa on 

22nd. 
African Spoonbill Platalea alba 
 Sinle at Gafersa Reservoir on 15th and another at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Fulvous Tree Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 
 A flock of 25 at Lake Chelekleka on 17th. 
White-faced Tree Duck Dendrocygna viduata 
 A flock of about 30 at Lake Chelekleka on 17th and 50 in flight at Lake Awassa 22nd. 
Blue-winged Goose  Cyanochen cyanoptera 
 Locally common, seen on five dates, maximum of c20 on the Solulta Plain on 16th. 
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 
 Common and widespread on Solulta Plain and at the rift valley lakes.  
Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 
 Two, a pair, at a lake in the Bale Mountains on 21st.  
Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 
 At least five distantly on Lake Chelekleka on 17th 
Knob-billed Goose Sarkidiornis melanotos 
 Two at Lake Chelekleka on 17th.  
African Black Duck Anas sparsa 
 3 (pair + a single) along the Wabi Shabelle river below Goba on morning of 22nd. 
Common Teal  Anas crecca 
 At least 10 on Gafersa Reservoir on afternoon of 15th.  
Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 
 Fairly common, seen on four dates, most numerous 30+ on Solulta Plain on 16th. 
Pintail   Anas acuta 
 Four at Gafersa Reservoir on afternoon of 15th and 4 on Lake Zwai on 17th.  
Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhynchos 
  A single at Gafersa Reservoir on afternoon of 15th. 
Garganey  Anas querquedula 
 A single on the Solulta Plain on 16th and about 20 Lake Chelekleka on 17th. 
Shoveler  Anas clypeata 
 Fairly common at Gafersa Reservoir, Solulta Plain and Lake Zwai. 
African Pochard Netta erythropthalma 
 Five at Lake Chelekleka on 17th. 
Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula 
 Three at Lake Chelekleka on 17th. 
Maccoa Duck  Oxyura maccoa 
 Two at Lake Chelekleka on 17th. 
White-backed Duck  Thalassornis leuconotus 
 At least 20 on Lake Chelekleka on 17th. 
Osprey   Pandion haliaetus 
 A single in flight over Lake Koka on 17th.  
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 
 Two between Lake Awassa and Shashamene on 17th; singles near Shashamene on 19th and near Goba  
 21st and 2 Awash NP on 24th and 25th. 
Swallow-tailed Kite Chelictinia riocourii 
 About 3 Ali Dege Plains on 24th and two later that day in Awash NP. 
Black Kite  Milvus migrans 
 A single with the following species at the lunch stop near Portuguese Bridge, Debre Libanos on 16th. 
Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 
 Common and very widespread, seen every day, mostly in high numbers except in the Bale Mountains on  
 20th when only four seen. 
African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 
 Fairly common at the rift valley lakes, first seen at Lake Chelekleka on 17th and most numerous at Lakes 

 Zwai and Awassa. 
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Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 
 Up to five at Debre Libanos on 16th, two near Billen Lodge on 24th and up to 8 Ali Dege Plains on  
 25th. 
Hooded Vulture Neophron monachus 
 Common, widespread and numerous, seen every day.  
Lammergeier  Gypaetus barbatus 
 Two adults seen extremely well at close range at Debre Libanos on 16th, single near Dinsho on 19th and  
 another in Bale Mountains NP on 20th.  
White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 
  Surprisingly and alarmingly scarce (in contrast to previous years), 3 at Gafersa Reservoir on 15th and 10 

 in a tree near Awash NP on 25th.  
Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture  Gyps ruppellii 
 Fairly common on the Solulta Plain with 20+ on 16th, along the Rift Valley and in Awash NP. 
Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus 
 Two feeding by the roadside on a recently deceased cat on the Solulta Plain on 16th and a single sitting 

 in a tree between Lake Langano and Modjo on 22nd. 
White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis  

A single bird came in close to inspect the two Lappet-faced Vultures feeding on a dead cat by the side of 
the road on the Solulta Plain on the 16th.  

Black-chested Snake Eagle  Circaetus pectoralis 
 A single in flight between Lake Langano and Shashamene on 17th. 
Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 
 A single sitting in a roadside tree between Lake Langano and Shashamene on 17th. 
Bateleur   Terathopius ecaudatus 
 At least two distantly soaring over the Ali Dege Plains on 25th. 
African Harrier Hawk Polyboroides typus 
 A single in flight near Gafersa Reservoir 15th, two above Wondo Genet on 18th and a single raiding old  
 weaver nests in Awash NP on 25th. 
Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 
 Singles at Gafersa Reservoir, Lakes Chelekleka, Zwai, Awassa, Besseke and near Billen Lodge.  
Pallid Harrier  Circus macrourus 
 A ring-tail at Gafersa Reservoir on 15th, a distant adult male on the Solulta Plain on 16th, two ring-tailed 

birds between Goba and Shashamene on 21st and two ring-tails in Awash NP on 24th.. 
Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus 
 Singles on the Solulta Plain 16th, Wondo Genet 18th, between Shashamene and Goba 20th, in Bale  
 Mountains NP 21st and at least 3 in Awash NP on 24th..  
Dark Chanting Goshawk Melierax metabates 
 Fairly scarce in rift valley, 5 between Lake Zwai and Shasamene on 17th and up to 10 on the return trip  
 on 22nd, fairly common Awash NP with max of 20 on 25th. 
Gabar Goshawk  Melierax gabar 
 A single black-phase bird flew over a roadside stop between Lake Langano - 
           Shashamene on 17th. 
Great Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucus 
 A single seen in flight from the bus close to Shashamene on evening of 21st. 
Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk  Accipiter rufiventris 
 A single circling high over the Sanetti Plateau, Bale Mountains NP on 20th. 
African Little Sparrowhawk Accipiter minullus 
 A male seen well in the monastery garden at Debre Libanos on 16th and up to two 
 above Wondo Genet on the 18th. 
Common ‘Steppe’ Buzzard Buteo b. vulpinus 
 Single on the Solulta Plain on 16th and two above Wondo Genet on the 18th. 
African Mountain Buzzard Buteo oreophilus 
 A fine plumage bird circled over the road and then landed in a roadside tree on the way back to Goba 

 from the Sanetti Plateau on 20th. 
Grasshopper Buzzard   Butastur rufipennis 
 Single seen briefly in flight on the Solulta Plain on 16th. 
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Augur Buzzard  Buteo augur 
 Fairly common and widespread, seen almost daily, max.10 between Shashamene and Goba on 20th. 
Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina 
 Two immatures at Lake Chelekleka on 17th and a single on the Sanetti Plateau, Bale Mountains NP on 

 20th. 
Tawny Eagle  Aquila rapax 
 Fairly common, first seen at Gafersa reservoir on the first afternoon, up to ten on the Solulta Plain on  
 16th and up to four on four subsequent dates.  
Steppe Eagle  Aquila nipalensis 
 Fairly common, seen almost daily with max of 10 on 17th between Addis Ababa and Shashamene and  
 same number in Bale Mountains NP on 20th.  
Wahlberg’s Eagle  Aquila wahlbergi 
 A single in flight over the track to the quarry above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Verreaux’s Eagle Aquila verreauxii 
 A pair in flight, including very close views at the lunch-stop at Debre Libanos on 16th, and a single  
 above Goba on the morning of 20th. 
Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus 
 Pale-phase birds on Solulta Plain on 16th (2), above Wondo Genet on 18th (2) and between Goba and 

 Shashamene on 21st.  
Ayres’ Hawk Eagle Hieraaetus ayresii 
 Extremely good but brief views of one in flight over the track to the quarry atWondo Genet on 22nd.  
Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 
 Single roadside birds Shashamene 19th and between Lake Langano and Modjo 22nd. 
Crowned Eagle  Stephanoaetus coronatus 
 Extremely good views of a single on three occasions over the forest at Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Secretary Bird  Sagittarius serpentarius 
 A single seen briefly by the side of the road Awash NP on 23rd. 
African Pygmy Falcon     Polihierax semitorquatus 
 A female near Lake Besseke on 23rd and a male in Awash NP on 25th. 
Common/Rock Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 
 Fairly common in small numbers, maximum of 10 on Solulta Plain on 16th. 
Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus 
 Single by roadside between Lake Awassa and Lake Langano on 22nd.  
Lanner Falcon   Falco biarmicus 
  Two, a pair, over the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th, another pair over the Sanetti Plateau, Bale 

 Mountains NP on 20th and 2 over Ali Dege Plains on 24th..  
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 
 A single in flight over the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
Moorland/Grey-wing Francolin Francolinus psilolaemus 
  A family party of 8 below Dinsho in Bale Mountains NP on 19th and 4 the following day on the Sanetti 

 Plateau.  
Chestnut-naped Francolin Francolinus cataneicollis 
 Only seen in Bale Mountains between 19th and 21st (including family party on first date), max 10 on  
 Sanetti Plateau on 20th. 
Erckel’s Francolin Francolinus erckelii 
 Two in vegetation at the edge of the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th 
Scaly Francolin   Francolinus squamatus 
 Two in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Helmeted Guinea-fowl  Numida meleagris 
 A party of at least 30 Awash NP on 24th. 
Common Crane Grus grus 
 Seen on three days including flock of 14 high over the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th, maximum of 30  
 in roadside fields between Koka Lake and Shashamene on 17th. 
Wattled Crane  Grus carunculatus 
 A pair in Bale Mountains on 20th. 
Rouget’s Rail  Rallus rougetii 
 Only seen in Bale Mountains NP between 19th and 21st, maximum of 20+ in Dinsho area on 19th. 
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Black Crake  Limnocorax flavirostra 
 Single at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 
 Two at Lake Zwai on 17th and single Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 
 Fairly common on Gafersa Reservoir, Lakes Chelekleka, Hora and Zwai also small numbers near  
 Dinsho in Bale Mountains NP. 
Kori Bustard  Otis kori 
 A single near kereyou Lodge, Awash NP on 25th. 
Arabian Bustard Otis arabs 
 A single near Billen Lodge on 23rd, up to 6 Ali Dege Plains on 24th and singles 
 Awash NP 24th and 25th. 
Buff-crested Bustard Eupodotis ruficrissa 
 A single near the waterfalls in Awash NP on 25th. 
Black-bellied Bustard   Eupodotis melanogaster 
 A male in roadside field between Lake Langano and Shashamene on evening of 17th. 
African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus 
 Up to 5 Lake Zwai on 17th and six at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Spur-winged Plover Vanellus spinosus 
 Fairly common, seen on seven dates, max 20 at Lakes Awassa and Langano on 22nd. 
Black-winged Plover Vanellus melanopterus 
 Only seen on way to and from Goba - 12 on 19th and 15 in same area on 21st.  
Crowned Plover Vanellus coronatus 
 10 between Koka Lake and Zwai on 17th and up to 6 between Lake Langano and Modjo on 22nd. 
Spot-breasted Plover Vanellus melanocephalus 
 Only seen in Bale Mountains NP, up to 10 in Dinsho area on 19th and 20+ on Sanetti Plateau on 20th. 
Little Ringed Plover   Charadrius dubius 
 Single near Robe on 21st. 
Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 
 A single on the Menegasha Plain and two at Gafersa Reservoir on 15th and two on the way to Goba on 

19th.  
Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 
 Singles on Sanetti Plateau on 20th, on the Wabi Shabelle River below Goba 21st and up to 4 Lake  
 Besseke 23rd. 
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 
 Single at Gafersa Reservoir on afternoon of 15th and 3 Lake Besseke on 23rd..  
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
 Singles at Lake Zwai on 17th, on lakes near Dinsho on 19th and Lake Besseke 23rd.  
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
 Fairly common in small numbers on pools at the rift valley lakes and in Bale Mntns. 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
 Fairly common in small numbers on pools at the rift valley lakes and in Bale Mntns.  
Little Stint  Calidris minuta 
 Two adults at Lake Besseke on 23rd.  
Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii 
 At least 3 Lake Besseke on 23rd. 
Ruff   Philomachus pugnax 
 10 at Gafersa Reservoir on afternoon of 15th, at least 200 in several large flocks over roadside savannah  
 near Lake Zwai on 22nd and a single Lake Besseke 23rd. 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 
 Up to 4 Gafersa Reservoir 15th, single Solulta Plain 16th and c10 Lake Zwai on 17th. 
Avocet   Recurvirostra avosetta  
 About 6 distantly on Solulta Plain 16th and three Lake Chelekleka on 17th. 
Temminck’s Courser  Cursorius temminckii 
 Seven by the side of the road near Lake Langano on afternoon of 17th. 
Lesser Black-backed/Baltic Gull Larus fuscus fuscus 
 Several adults and immature birds near the fish-market at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
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Heuglin's Gull  Larus heuglini 
 Several immatures at Lake Awassa fish-market on 22nd. 
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 
 Fairly common, about 10 Lake Hora and another 20 Lake Zwai on 17th and fairly numerous Lake  
 Awassa on 22nd.  
Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus 
 Fiarly common at Lakes Zwai and Awassa. 
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 
 About 6 at Lake Chelekleka and Lake Zwai on 17th, at least two at at the fish- market at Lake Awassa  
 on 22nd and a single Lake Besseke on 23rd. 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 
  Single at Lake Zwai on 17th and fairly numerous at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 
 At least 35 at Lake Zwai on 17th and numerous at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Black Tern  Chlidonias niger 
 Single at Lake Awassa near the fish market on 22nd. 
Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles exustus 
 At least 50 on pools near Billen Lodge on morning of 24th and 25th and 30+ in Awash NP on
 afternoon of 24th. 
Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse Pterocles lichtensteinii 
 A family group of four around Billen Lodge on 23rd. 
White-collared Pigeon  Columba albitorques 
 Common around Addis and north to Debre Libanos, abundant in Bale Mountains NP. 
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 
 Very common seen daily. 
Olive Pigeon    Columba arquatrix 
 Flock of five in flight over the forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Dusky Turtle Dove Streptopelia lugens 
 Common to abundant around Addis Ababa, Solulta Plain and in Bale Mountains.  
Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata 
 Small numbers at Wondo Genet and down the Rift Valley. 
Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens 
 Small numbers at Lake Zwai, Lake Awassa, Lake Langano and in Awash NP. 
Ring-necked Dove   Streptopelia capicola 
 Single by the roadside near Lake Langano on 17th. 
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 
 Fairly common at Lakes Langano, Lake Awassa and surrounding savanna woodland. 
Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis 
 Fairly common roadside bird around Lakes Awassa and Langano and in Awash NP. 
Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 
 Two in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Blue-spotted Wood Dove   Turtur afer 
 Single, showed well on the track to the quarry above Wondo Genet on 18th.  
Lemon Dove  Aplopelia larvata 
 Three in the forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Bruce’s Green Pigeon Treron waalia  
 At least four in canopy of large fig-tree near the fish-market at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Yellow-fronted Parrot Poicephalus flavifrons 
 A group of 4 in the forest above Wondo Genet on 18th.  
Black-winged Lovebird Agapornis taranta 
 Single over the road on the outskirts of Addis on morning of 16th, up to 7 at Wondo Genet on 17th and 

 a single seen well in woods below the Sanetti Plateau above Goba on 20th. 
White-cheeked Turaco  Tauraco leucotis 
 A single in the monastery garden at Debre Libanos on 16th and up to 12 in forest above Wondo Genet  
 on 18th. 
White-bellied Go-away Bird Corythaixoides leucogaster 
 About 3 in the acacia trees at Lake Langano on 22nd. 
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Didric Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx caprius 
 Two in woodland above Lake Hora on 17th. 
Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis 
 Two in woodland above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Cape Eagle Owl Bubo capensis 
 A single seen well at roosting ledge in disused roadside quarry below Dinsho in Bale Mountains NP on 

 21st. 
Verreaux’s Eagle Owl Bubo lacteus 
 A single in day time roosting tree in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Greyish Eagle-Owl Bubo cinerascens 
 A pair in thorn-scrub at Lake Langano on 22nd.  
European Scops Owl  Otus scops 
 Two heard calling and one seen briefly in torchlight at Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Abyssinian/Montane Nightjar    Caprimulgus poliocephalus 
 Two at daytime roost above Bale Mountains NP headquarters at Dinsho on 21st. 
Plain Nightjar  Caprimulgus inornatus 
 Three over the road near Billen Lodge at dusk on 23rd. 
Slender-tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus clarus 
 A single at daytime roost in hotel garden at Lake Langano on 22nd.  
Common Swift  Apus apus 
 At least 50 over the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th and fairly numerous over Goba and the Sanett 

Plateau on 20th.  
Nyanza Swift  Apus nyansae 
 At least 4 over the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
White-rumped Swift   Apus caffer 
 A single in flight over the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
Little Swift  Apus affinis 
 At least 4 over Lake Hora on 17th. 
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 
 About 5 over Kereyou Lodge, Awash NP on 25th 
Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 
 Common, seen almost daily in family parties, including in outskirts of Addis Ababa. 
Blue-naped Mousebird Urocolius macrourus 
 A family party of about 12 near Billen Lodge on 25th. 
Narina Trogon  Apaloderma narina 
 A single male in the forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Giant Kingfisher Ceryle maxima 
 Single, sitting on roadside wires on the outskirts of Wondo Genet on 19th.  
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 
 At least 6 at Lake Zwai on 17th and up to 10 at Lake Awassa on 22nd.  
Half-collared Kingfisher  Alcedo semitorquata 
 Single, at the quarry above the hot springs at Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata 
 Fairly common at Lakes Hora, Zwai and Awassa. 
Pygmy Kingfisher Ceyx picta 
 Single in savanna woodland near the fish-market at Lake Awassa on 22nd.  
Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 
 Singles at Lake Zwai on 17th and Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti 
 Two in roadside savanna near Lake Langano on 17th and 1 in Awash NP on 25th. 
Grey-headed Kingfisher   Halcyon leucocephala 
 At least 4 in woodland savanna near the fish-market at Lake Awassa on 22nd.  
European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 
 Two on roadside wires near Lake Chelekleka on 17th.  
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops superciliosus 
 Single at Lake Zwai on 17th. 
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Northern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicus 
 Up to six at Lake Zwai on 17th and at least 30 by the roadside between Lake Awassa and Modjo on  
 22nd, also fairly common Awash NP. 
Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus 
 At least 6 in Awash NP on 24th. 
Blue-breasted Bee-eater Merops variegatus 
 Five at Debre Libanos on 16th, 10+ Lake Zwai 17th, five at Wondo Genet 18th and three near the fish  
 market at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Abyssinian Roller Coracias abyssinica 
 Small numbers on roadside wires between Lake Zwai and Awassa on 17th and 22nd and in Awash NP  
 23rd-25th. 
Rufous-crowned Roller  Coracias naevia 
 A single in acacia scrub at the entrance to Lake Abiatta NP on 22nd. 
Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus 
 A single in the forest above Wondo Genet on 18th.  
Hoopoe  Upupa epops 
 Fairly numerous down the rift valley, seen on six dates, maximum of 6 between Lake Langano and  
 Shashamene on 17th 
Black Wood-hoopoe Phoeniculus aterrimus 
 A family party of five from the bus near Lake Langano on 17th.  
Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus 
 Two near Billen Lodge on evening of 23rd and single there on morning of 25th 
Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus 
 A group of five at a roadside stop near Lake Langano on 17th and four in acacia scrub at the entrance to  
 Lake Abiatta NP on 22nd, also up to 4 daily in Awash NP 23-25th. 
Von der Decken’s Hornbill Tockus deckeni 
 A family party of three in acacia scrub at the entrance to Lake Abiatta NP on 22nd. 
Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus flavirostris 
 Up to 6 near Billen Lodge on 23rd and 24th. 
Hemprich’s Hornbill Tockus hemprichii 
 Two at Debre Libanos on 20th. 
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill Bycanistes brevis 
 Common at Wondo Genet and Lake Awassa. 
Abyssinian Ground Hornbill Bucorvus abyssinicus 
 A group of six in roadside fields between Koka Lake - Lake Langano - Shashamene  on 17th and four in  
 the same area on 22nd.   
Double-toothed Barbet  Lybius bidentatus 
 Up to seven at Wondo Genet on 18th and six at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Black-billed Barbet Lybius guifsobalito 
 Singles at Lake Hora on 17th and near Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Banded Barbet  Lybius undatus 
 Two at Lake Hora on 17th, four at Wondo Genet on 18th and at least two at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Black-throated Barbet Tricholaema melanocephala 
 A single near Billen Lodge on 25th. 
Yellow-breasted Barbet Trachyphonus margaritatus 
 A family group of three around Billen Lodge 23rd and 24th 
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus pusillus 
 Two in woodland above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator 
 A single in woodland above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor 
 A single in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th.  
Green-backed/Slender-billed Honeyguide  Prodotiscus zambesiae 
 A single in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Red-breasted Wryneck Jynx ruficollis 
 Two (but only one showed well) in woodland above Goba on the evening of 20th. 
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Abyssinian/Golden-backed Woodpecker Dendropicos abyssinicus 
 A pair in woodland above Goba on 20th. 
Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 
 A pair in woodland above Wondo Genet on 18th and two immatures at Lake Langano on 22nd.  
Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos goertae 
 A single in woodland above Wondo Genet on 18th and three at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Flappet Lark  Mirafra rufocinnamomea 
 Fairly common in small numbers in Awash NP on 24th and 25th. 
Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix leucotis 
 Common on Ali Dege Plains on 24th and Awash NP 25th. 
Thekla/Short-crested Lark Galerida malabarica 
 Fairly numerous on the Solulta Plain and in Bale Mountains NP. 
Erlanger's Lark Calandrella erlangeri 
 A single in roadside fields on Solulta Plain on 16th and several in roadside stops to and from Goba on 

 19th and 21st.  
Sand Martin   Riparia riparia 
 Small numbers at Lake Zwai on 17th, Lake Awassa on 22nd and in Awash NP 24th. 
Banded Martin  Riparia cincta 
 Single over Billen Lodge on 23rd. 
Brown-throated/African Sand Martin Riparia paludicola 
 At least four over the Solulta Plain on 16th, up to 10 Lakes Chelekleka and Hora (where single bird seen 

 entering nest hole) and numerous along Wabi Shabelle river below Goba on 21st.  
Swallow  Hirundo rustica 
 Fairly common, seen on seven dates with numbers in low hundreds.  
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 
 Single on roadside wires below Wondo Genet on morning of 19th. 
Mosque Swallow   Hirundo senegalensis 
 Single in flight over the Solulta Plain on evening of 16th. 
Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 
 At least 10 on the Solulta Plain on 16th, a single near Zwai on 17th and about 20 above Goba in Bale 

 Mountains NP on 20th, also small numbers Awash NP 24th. 
Lesser Striped Swallow  Hirundo abyssinica 
 Two at the start of the forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Grey-rumped Swallow Hirundo griseopyga 
 About five hawking over Menegasha Plain on afternoon of the 15th.  
African Rock/Dusky Crag Martin Hirundo fuligula 
 Two over Menegasha Plain and about 5 at Gafersa Reservoir on 15th, at least 25 at the gorge at Debre 

 Libanos on 16th and five at Wondo Genet on 18th.  
House Martin  Delichon urbica 
 2 in Awash NP on 24th 
Black Saw-winged Swallow Psalidoprocne pristoptera 
 A loose flock of about 30 on the way to the quarry above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava 
 Very common in small numbers, seen on Solulta Plain and the Rift Valley Lakes; those looked at in 

 detail were mostly ‘blue-headed’ birds of the race flava, with smaller numbers of thunbergi and beema; 
 several birds showed characteristics of feldegg. 

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 
 Fairly common, up to two birds seen on four dates. 
Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara 
 A single on the Menegasha Plain on 15th, up to 5 at Wondo Genet on 18th and a single en route to  
 Goba the following day. 
White Wagtail   Motacilla alba 
 At least 2 at Gafersa Reservoir on 15th and one at the Wabi Shabelle river near Robe on 21st 
African/Grassveld Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 
 Singles on the Sanetti Plateau, Bale Mountains NP on 20th and in Awash NP on 24th. 
Long-billed Pipit Anthus similis 
 A single at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
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Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis 
 One heard at the roadside stop between Lake Langano and Shashamene on 17th 
Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 
 Common seen almost daily with high numbers present on Solulta Plain on 16th and in Bale Mountains  
 on 20th. 
Abyssinian Longclaw Macronyx flavicollis 
 Three together by the roadside on Solulta Plain on 16th. 
Red-shouldered Cuckoo-Shrike  Campephaga phoenicea 
 A pair in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th.  
Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 
 Common, seen almost daily, most numerous at Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Somali Bulbul  Pycnonotus somaliensis 
 Up to 6 at Billen Lodge on 23rd and 24th. 
White-crowned Shrike  Eurocephalus ruppelli 
 Three by roadside near Lake Langano on 17th and several roadside birds between Lakes Wassa,  
 Langano and Abiatta on 22nd, up to 10 around Billen Lodge 23rd-25th. 
Northern Brubru Nilaus afer 
 Two at Lake Langano on 22nd. 
Northern Puff-back Shrike Dryoscopus gambensis 
 Fairly common in forest at Wondo Genet on 18th and singles near Goba on 20th and 
            21st and 2 at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Tropical Boubou Laniarius ferruginous 
 At least 3 in forest at Wondo Genet on 18th, 2 at Bale Mountains NP headquarters at Dinsho on 21st  
 and a single at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus 
 A single near the waterhole at Billen Lodge on 25th 
Southern Great Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis  
 Up to 8 near Billen Lodge on 24th and 2-3 the following day. 
Grey-backed Fiscal Lanius excubitorius 
 Up to four seen between Lake Zwai and Shashamene on 17th and 3 between Lakes Awassa and  
 Langano on 22nd. 
Somali Fiscal  Lanius somalicus 
 Two opposite the hotel in Goba on morning of 20th and c6 in Awash NP 24th-25th. 
Fiscal Shrike  Lanius collaris 
 Fairly common, seen daily, max of at 15 between Goba and Lake Awassa on 21st. 
Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 
 Up to 4 around Billen Lodge 23rd and 24th and 2 Awash NP on 25th. 
Masked Shrike  Lanius nubicus 
 An adult at Lake Langano on 22nd. 
Stonechat  Saxicola torquata 
 Up to 10 of the very distinctive (and near endemic) race albofasciata near Dinsho in Bale Mountains on  
 19th and 21st and a single on the Sanetti Plateau on 20th. 
Pied Wheatear  Oenanthe plaschanka 
 Common, seen almost daily. A single near Portuguese Bridge, Debre Libanos on 16th was of the ‘vittata’  
 phase. 
Black-eared Wheatear   Oenanthe hispanica 
 Two between Shashamene and Goba on 19th and a male in Awash NP on 25th. 
Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina 
 Common, seen almost daily, especially numerous in the highlands and in Awash NP.  
Red-breasted Wheatear Oenanthe bottae 
 Common, seen almost daily, especially numerous on the Solulta Plain and in the Bale Mountains.  
Hill Chat  Cercomela sordida 
 At least 12 at Menegasha Plain and Gafersa Reservoir on 15th but otherwise common and numerous in  
 the highlands. 
Cliff Chat  Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 
 A pair at the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
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White-winged Cliff Chat Myrmecocichla semirufa 
 Up to 3 at the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
Ruppell’s Chat  Myrmecocichla melaena 
 At least 8 at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis 
 A female on lava flow at Lake Besseke on 25th 
Little Rock Thrush  Monticola rufocinerea 
 Singles at Lake Hora on 17th and above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
 A male at Lake Hora on 17th and two at Lake Awassa on 22nd, all were of the race Samamisicus. 
Sombre Rock Chat Cercomela dubia 
 Two, together, on lava flows near Lake Besseke on 25th. 
Blackstart  Cercomela melanura 
 A single on lava flow near Lake Besseke on 25th. 
Ruppell’s Robin-chat Cossypha semirufa 
 Fairly common in small numbers at Wondo Genet and in Bale Mountains NP and  at Lake Awassa. 
African Thrush  Turdus pelios 
 Birds around the Lalibella hotel in Addis (15th) and near the fish-market at Lake Awassa (22nd) were  
 considered sufficiently pale to be considered closer to African than the darker or more heavily marked 

 Olive or Mountain Thrush. 
Mountain Thrush Turdus abyssinicus 
 Fairly common at Wondo Genet and in Bale Mountains. 
Groundscraper Thrush Psophocichla litsipsirupa 
 A single in the airport carpark on our arrival on 15th, 2 at Gefersa Reservoir on 16th and very numerous  
 on on Solulta Plain and in Bale Mountains NP. 
Abyssinian Ground-thrush Zoothera piaggiae 
 Up to 3 in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Abyssinian Catbird Parophasma galinieri 
 Very common in forest above Goba on 20th and at Dinsho on 21st. 
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler Bradypterus cinnamomeus 
 At least six in Hagenia forest above Goba on the edge of the Sanetti Plateau on 20th. 
Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
 At least one at Lake Chelekleka on 17th. 
Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 
 One in song at Lake Zwai on 17th.  
Lesser SwampWarbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 
 One at the edge of Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida  
 Two in acacias at Lake Zwai on 17th, two at Lake Langano on 22nd and single Billen Lodge 23rd -25th.  
Barred Warbler  Sylvia nisoria 
 A single at Lake Chelekleka on morning of 17th. 
Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 
 Fairly common in small numbers at Debre Libanos and down the Rift Valley.  
Whitethroat  Sylvia communis 
 Single at Lake  Langano on 22nd. 
Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca 
 At least four at Lake Awassa on on 22nd and a single Billen Lodge 24th.  
Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 
 At least 10 (including two in song) at Lake Zwai on 17th and singles above Goba 20th and at Lake  
 Langano on 22nd.  
Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 
 Common and numerous, seen almost daily, by their pale appearance most birds were of the race abietinus  
 or abietinus - tristis intergrades. 
Brown Woodland Warbler Phylloscopus umbrovirens 
 At least four at Dinsho, Bale Mountains NP HQ on 21st. 
Rattling Cisticola  Cisticola chiniana 
 A single at Lake Zwai on 17th and 4 in forest above Goba on 20th. 
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Ethiopian Cisticola  Cisticola lugubris 
 A single at Gafersa Reservoir on the afternoon of the 15th. 
Winding Cisticola Cisticola galactotes 
 Three along the Wabi Shabelle river near Robe on 21st  
Stout Cisticola  Cisticola robusta 
 Single at the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 
 Two in forest above Goba on 20th. 
Red-winged Warbler Heliolais erythroptera 
 A single female in savanna forest near the fish-market at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Buff-bellied Warbler Phyllolais pulchella 
 Two at Lake Langano on 22nd.  
Red-fronted Warbler Urorhipis rufifrons 
 Two in roadside scrub near Billen Lodge on 24th. 
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata 
 Common in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th and a single at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Red-faced Crombec Sylvietta whytii 
 Two at Lake Langano on 22nd and four in Awash NP on 25th. 
Bale Parisoma   Parisoma griseiventris 
 Four in Hagenia forest on the edge of the Sanetti Plateau, Bale Mountains NP 20th. 
Brown Parisoma Parisoma lugens 
 Two at Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 
 Common in small numbers, seen on five dates. 
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher Melaenornis chocolatina 
 Common in small numbers, seen on four dates. 
Northern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis edolioides 
 A single near Billen Lodge on 24th 
Pale Flycatcher  Bradornis pallidus 
 Single at Lake Langano on 22nd.  
Grey-headed Batis Batis orientalis 
 Single in the garden of the Zwai lunch-stop restaurant on 17th. 
Black-headed Batis Batis minor 
 Singles at Wondo Genet on 18th and Lake Langano on 22nd. 
Banded Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea 
 Single female in forest at Wondo Genet on the 18th.  
Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 
 Common in suitable habitat, seen on three dates, including fine breeding plumage 
            male at Wondo Genet on 18th. 
White-backed Black Tit Parus leuconotus 
 Single in forest above Goba on 20th and another at Dinsho, Bale Mountains NP HQ  on 21st. 
Mouse-coloured Penduline Tit  Remiz musculus 
 A party of 5 at Billen Lodge on 24th. 
Spotted Creeper Salpornis spilonota 
 At least two in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th and one at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Nectarinia senegalensis 
 Fairly common seen at Zwai, Wondo Genet, Lake Awassa and Lake Langano. 
Variable Sunbird Nectarinia venusta 
 Fairly common and widespread in small numbers, most numerous in forest above 
            Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Mariqua Sunbird Nectarinia mariquensis 
 Singles near Billen Lodge on 24th and 25th. 
Tacazze Sunbird Nectarinia tacazze 
 Common and widespread including in outskirts of Addis Ababa.. 
Beautiful Sunbird Nectarinia pulchella 
 Common, seen at Zwai, Wondo Genet, Lake Awassa and Lak Langano. 
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Abyssinian White-eye Zosterops abyssinica 
 Flock of five at Lake Hora on 17th and two Lake Awassa fish-market area on 22nd. 
Montane White-eye Zosterops poliogastra 
 Common, numerous and widespread in the highlands, seen on five dates. 
Cinnamon-breasted Rock Bunting Emberiza tahapsi 
 Single at the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
Yellow-crowned Canary Serinus canicollis 
 Up to 10 at Gagfersa Reservoir on 16th and about six in forest above Goba in Bale Mountains NP on  
 20th. 
African Citril  Serinus citrinelloides 
 Fairly common in small numbers seen in Addis Ababa, at Gefersa Reservoir, Wondo Genet and in Bale 

Mountains NP.  
Black-headed Siskin Serinus nigriceps 
 Fairly common seen in good numbers at Gefersa Reservoir, Solulta Plain and Bale   Mountains. 
Streaky Seedeater Serinus striolatus 
 Common and widespread, seen on six dates. 
Brown-rumped Seedeater Serinus tristriatus 
 Common and widespread, seen almost daily. 
Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 
 Two on Menegasha Plain on afternoon of 15th and single along Wabi Shabelle river near Robe on 21st. 
Indigo-bird  Hypochera chalybeata 
 Single on the outskirts of Addis Ababa on 16th, small numbers near Lake Chelekleka on 17th and six  
 between Lake Awassa and Lake Langano on 22nd. 
Cut-throat  Amadina fasciata 
 At least 30 on Ali Dege Plains and in Awash NP on 24th. 
Yellow-bellied Waxbill  Estrilda melanotis 
 Single at Gafersa Reservoir on afternoon of 15th, one at Wondo Genet on 18th and three in forest 

above Goba on 20th. 
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 
 Tthree in forest above Goba on 20th. 
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus 
 Three at Lake Chelekleka on 17th, four at Lake Awassa on 22nd and a single in Awash NP on 24th. 
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 
 Fairly common in small numbers seen on four dates, including flock of 12 feeding in suburbs of Addis 

 Ababa on morning of 16th. 
African Silverbill Lonchura malabarica 
 Two in Awash NP on afternoon of 24th. 
Bronze Mannakin Lonchura cucullata 
 Family party of five in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th.  
Black-and-White Mannikin  Lonchura bicolor 
 Single in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafecht 
 Common and widespread, seen on five dates including very smart bird in forest above  Goba on 20th. 
Northern Masked Weaver Ploceus taeniopterus 
 Three at Lake Hora on 17th. 
Vitelline Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus 
 At least six at the edge of Lake Hora on 17th. 
Black-headed/Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus 
 Single in the garden of the lunch-stop restaurant at Zwai n 17th. 
Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 
 Two in forest at Lake Awassa fish-market on 22nd. 
Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps 
 A female in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 
 Single Lake Chelekleka 17th and seveal hundred near Lake Besseke on 25th 
Yellow Bishop  Euplectes capensis 
 Single male in forest above Goba on 20th and another near Dinsho the next day. 
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Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus 
 At least 15 in non-breeding plumage on edge of Lake Chelekleka on 17th. 
White-headed Buffalo-Weaver Dinemellia dinemelli 
 Two by the roadside between lake Langano and Shashamene on 17th and numerous  around Billen  
 Lodge and in Awash NP 23rd-25th. 
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 
 Common in small numbers by roadside between Zwai and Shashamene on 17th and between Lake 

 Awassa and Langano on 22nd and Billen Lodge 23rd-25th. 
Swainson’s Sparrow Passer swainsonii 
 This and the following species proved to be the source of some confusion, the accepted wisdom is that 

 only Swainson’s Sparrow occurs throughout Ethiopia and the birds seen at Menegasha Plain and 
Gafersa Reservoir on 15th, Shashamene 20th and Lake Awassa 22nd were clearly this species.  

Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus 
 A family party of 5 in and around the restaurant at Portuguese bridge, Debre Libanos on 16th showed 

 all the characteristics of this species.  
Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 
 A flock of 15 in flight over the forest above Goba on 20th and another flock at Lake Awassa on 22nd.. 
Slender-billed Chestnut-winged Starling Onychognathus tenuirostris 
 Up to 50, mostly in flocks, at Wondo Genet on 18th and two between Dodola and Shashamene on 21st. 
White-billed Starling Onychognathus albirostris 
 A loose flock of 10 below the gorge at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
Greater Blue-eared Glossy Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 
 Common in small numbers. 
Lesser Blue-eared Glossy Starling Lamprotornis chloropterus 
 Only definitely identified along the Wabi Shabelle River near Robe, two on morning of 21st. 
Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis purpuropterus 
  At least 20 at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Violet-backed Starling  Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 
 6 in a fruiting-tree at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Sharpe’s Starling   Cinnyricinclus sharpii 
 Two, adult and immature, in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Superb Starling  Spreo superbus 
 Fairly common in the Rift Valley on 20th and 22nd and in Awash NP on 24th. 
Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 
 Family party of at least 10 near Billen Lodge on 23rd. 
Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 
 Four on cattle on the Menegasha Plain on 15th and two on way to Goba on 19th. 
Black-headed Forest Oriole Oriole monacha 
 Up to 8 in forest at Wondo Genet on 18th. 
Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsmilis 
 Common as a roadside bird in the Rift Valley on 20th and 22nd and up to 3 near Billen Lodge 23rd- 
 25th. 
Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 
 Up to 20 on three dates in Bale Mountains NP on 19th-21st. 
Pied Crow  Corvus albus 
 Common, seen in good numbers daily. 
Somali Crow  Corvus edithae 
 At least 10 in Robe (near Goba) on 20th and 21st. 
Cape Rook  Corvus capensis 
 Very common, seen in good numbers daily. 
Fan-tailed Raven Corvus rhipidurus 
 Common at Debre Libanos, Lake Hora, Zwai, Wondo Genet, in Bale Mntns NP and inAwash NP. 
Thick-billed Raven Corvus crassirostris 
 Common, seen in good numbers daily, numerous around Addis, Wondo Genet and Lake Awassa. 
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Mammals 
Bush Pig  Potamochaerus porcus 
 At least 2 near Billen Lodge on 24th. 
Wart Hog  Phacochoerus aethiopicus 
 At least 20 on the plains near Dinsho in Bale Mountains NP on 19th, 15 in the same area on 21st and up  
 to 15 daily in the Billen Lodge - Awash NP area. 
Salt’s Dik-dik  Madoqua saltiana 
 Up to 9 daily in the Billen Lodge - Awash NP area 23rd-25th 
Mountain Nyala  Tragelaphus buxtoni 
 Up to 6, including a fine male, at Bale Mountains NP headquarters on 19th and 21st and four immatures 

or females on Sanetti Plateau on 20th. 
Beisa Oryx  Oryx gazella beisa 
 Fairly numerous in small groups in Awash NP on 24th and 25th. 
Bohor Reedbuck Redunca redunca 
 Up to 5 on the plains or at Bale Mountains NP headquarters at Dinsho on 19th and 21st and 3 on 

 Sanetti Plateau on 20th. 
Soemmering’s Gazelle  Gazella soemmeringi 
 Up to 50 on Ali Dege Plains on 23rd and a single in Awash NP on 25th. 
Thomson’s Gazelle  Gazella thomsoni 
 Two in Awash NP on 24th and a single there the following day.  
Gerenuk  Litocranius walleri  
 A family group of 6 near Billen Lodge on 25th. 
Abyssinian Hare Lepus habessinicus 
 Singles in Bale Mountains on 19th and on Sanetti Plateau on the following day, also up to 2 in Awash 

 NP on 24th and 25th.  
Simien Wolf  Canis simensis 
 A family party of six on the Sanetti Plateau, Bale Mountains on 20th. 
Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 
 A single on the Ali Dege Plains on 23rd. 
Striped Hyaena Hyaena hyaena 
 A single in Awash NP on 25th. 
Spotted Hyena  Crocuta crocuta 
 A single after dark in the headlights of the bus near Wondo Genet on 17th. 
Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguineus 
 A single near Billen Lodge on 24th. 
Olive Baboon  Papio cyanocephalus 
 Four in forest above Wondo Genet on 18th and about 70 in the Bale Mountains on the following day.  
Gelada Baboon  Papio gelada 
 At least 30 including several fine males, at Debre Libanos on 16th. 
Hamadryas Baboon Papio hamadryas 
 A troupe of about 20 in a gorge near Awash town on 25th. 
Vervet Monkey  Cercopithecus aethiops 
 A troop of at least 30 Wondo Genet on 18th and common at Lake Awassa on 22nd.  
Black-and-White Colobus Colobus guereza 
 Up to 12 in forest at Wondo Genet on 18th, two near Shashamene on 21st and 3 at Lake Awassa on  
 22nd.  
Giant Mole-rat  Tachyoryctes macrocephalus 
 Fairly numerous near burrow entrances on Sanetti Plateau, Bale Mountains on 20th. 
African Grass Rat Arvicanthis abyssinicus 
 Common on the Sanetti Plateau, Bale Mountains on 20th. 
Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambensis 
 A family party of at least 4 at Lake Awassa on 22nd. 
Unstriped Ground Squirrel Euxerus rutilus 
 A single at Billen Lodge on 23rd. 
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Reptiles 
Nile Monitor   Varanus niloticus.   
 At least one near Billen Lodge on 25th. 

Butterflies   
Painted Lady   Cynthia cardui  
 Occasional, esp. on roadside stops en route from Bale Mountains to Modjo). 
Ethiopian Admiral  Vanessa/Antanartia abyssinica  
 Common and widespread.  

Acraea encedon  
 Gafersa Reservoir 
Small Copper   Lycaena phlaeas  
 Dinsho   
African Clouded Yellow  Colias electo  
 Widespread, especially in the mountains.  
Yellow Pansy   Precis hierta  
 Gafersa Reservoir, Debre Libanos  
Blue Pansy   Precis oenone  
 Gafersa Reservoir and Lake Besseke  
Common Migrant  Catopsilia florella   
 Widespread. Like a large white or slightly yellow butterfly)   
Grass Yellow   Eurema sp. probably E. hecabe  
 Occasional  
Lilac Beauty   Salamis cacta  
 Mating pair at Wondo Genet. 

 
 




