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Tour participants: Terry Goble (leader), Abiy Dagne (local guide) & Asrate Hayilu (driver) 

With 12 Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

Ethiopia is a unique country in so many ways and no less for its extraordinary wildlife. There are mammals and 

birds found nowhere else on the planet and this trip was designed to visit all the unique habitats where this 

endemic wildlife can be found.  

 

One of the highlights of this trip and indeed of any wildlife experience is the time spent with the gentle Gelada 

families. We had the opportunity to sit quietly with these beautiful primates and observe their interactions and 

behaviour, from the delightfully playful infants tumbling over rocks and somersaulting out of trees to the sparing 

of magnificent males and even mating behaviour, all the time listening to their wide range of vocalisations and 

watching their articulate body language! This was truly a magical experience, which was further enhanced by 

some magnificent and bizarre birds overhead. Verreaux’s and Crowned Eagles were seen along with the more 

common Thick-billed Ravens, Lammergeier (Bearded Vulture) and a host of other eagles and buzzards, all set 

among the backdrop of the jagged, sheer and spectacular Simien mountains. 

 

We had some other great wildlife encounters along our way including a rare Cheetah on the Ali-Dege Plains; 

Oryx, Gazelles, Hyena and Bustards on the Awash reserve; and face-to-beak with the less-than-beautiful 

Marabou Stork in the rift valley lakes. Nearing the end of our trip, another highlight in the highlands was the 

Bale Mountains. In these moorland-like uplands we had the privilege of very close encounters with the Ethiopian 

Wolves. Watching a pair greet each other playfully before the serious business of hunting the equally unique 

Giant Mole Rat was a real joy.  

 

Relaxing in the delightful Hara Lodge after a long trip was a great way to end the journey through Ethiopia and 

not without its own wildlife moments. Gorgeous birds such as the Narina Trogon and Sulphur-bellied 

Bushshrike can be found here, with antelopes and hyenas around the woodlands, and Hippopotamus 

accompanying you for breakfast as they sparred in the lake outside the restaurant. The night drive that yielded 

three Bat-eared Foxes was another encounter to treasure. It is worth noting that the tourist infrastructure in the 

south of Ethiopia can be challenging and does not meet the standards of typical western tourist, but for the 

hardy and determined, Ethiopia’s wildlife is a very special treat.  

Day 1 Saturday 11th November 

Heathrow (Terminal 2) to Addis Ababa 

Eight of the group met at Heathrow Airport (Terminal 2) for a flight to Addis Ababa. The flight left promptly 

and we enjoyed a smooth overnight flight to Ethiopia. 

Day 2 Sunday 12th November 

Addis Ababa to Bahir Dar 

The sun was just creeping over the horizon as we came in to land. On landing there were a number of birds to 

be seen including Pied Crow, Black and Yellow-billed Kites and Hooded Vulture; this was a hint of the richness 
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of the bird life in Ethiopia. We disembarked from the plane and negotiated the process of obtaining our visas. 

Once we had finally cleared this hurdle we met up with Abiy, our local guide and loaded onto the minibus. We 

were a little delayed as we had to wait for David and Roey, who were still struggling with the protracted visa 

process. 

 

We finally got underway and headed for Hotel Ghion for our breakfast and a quick walk around the grounds. On 

arrival a Nile Monitor Lizard was a welcome first reptile to our list. This large lizard, however, did not hang 

around and quickly disappeared into the shrubs. We then met up with the remainder of the group from Australia 

and California, who had come out to Ethiopia a little earlier.   

 

The hotel grounds are normally a good introduction to some of the common birds, however we had little time 

before returning to the airport to catch our flight to Bahir Dar and so only had a brief walk, but still managed 

some nice birds. The Speckled Mousebird was particularly appreciated and we had close views of a few other 

species that will be almost constant companions, such as the Speckled Pigeon and Dusky Turtle Dove. 

 

We were soon underway again, returning to the airport for the internal flight. This was a short 45-minute flight 

over some spectacular valleys and a patchwork of agricultural land. At Tana Hotel we had our lunch and then 

had a couple of hours to relax in the hottest part of the day. Some however, chose to put in a little work, and it 

proved productive with gems such as Double-toothed Barbet, Ethiopian Boubou and Eastern Plantain-Eater. 

However, when the day cooled and we met again at 4pm, the birding really came to life. We enjoyed some 

stunning birds such as Variable Sunbird, Ethiopian Bee-eater, Eastern Grey Woodpecker and later, around a 

marshy area outside the hotel, we saw Yellow-crowned Bishop and Malachite Kingfisher to add to the array of 

beautiful birds. 

 

Happy with our afternoon’s birding we returned to the hotel to get ready for dinner. By this time a local wedding 

was in full flow and some of the group watched the proceedings and enjoyed a little insight to Ethiopian culture. 

We then met up for dinner and everyone seemed relaxed and chatted happily in an enjoyable atmosphere. After 

dinner the planned evening walk to look for mammals was abandoned due to a heavy downfall, but I suspect 

that most were happy to get and early night after a long, but enjoyable day. 

Day 3 Monday 13th November 

Lake Tana; Blue Nile Falls 

We started the day with an early morning bird walk around the hotel grounds. We met at 6.30am and enjoyed an 

excellent hour’s birding before breakfast. We had a brief view of White-cheeked Turaco, however the highlights 

were a pair of noisy Nubian Woodpeckers, Black Crake giving excellent views and a flock of Black-billed Wood 

Hoopoes. A Ruppell’s Robin Chat proved elusive and only brief glimpses were had, but most birds showed well, 

with Bruce’s Green Pigeon, Black-winged Lovebirds and Ethiopian Boubou all enjoyed among several other 

species. It was now time for breakfast and we all went inside for omelettes and French toast. 

 

After breakfast we met at the lakeside to board a boat. We motored along for about forty minutes to the first 

island (Intose Iyesus). On the way we saw lots of hirundines, White-winged Terns, Lesser Black-backed Gulls 

(fuscus subspecies) and a Marsh Harrier, among others. We moored at the first island and made our way up the 

path to the church, where the local guide (Ababa) gave a talk about the history and importance of the church. 
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There were also a few nice birds such as Lemon Dove, which can be tricky to find, and several Paradise 

Flycatchers including a few males with the long white streamers. We also watched an African Fish Eagles’ nest as 

a pair seemed to be adding the final touches to their construction, whist the omnipresent kites wheeled overhead. 

Some of us managed our first mammal in the form of Gambian Sun Squirrel: it was good to get off the mark! 

 

After the tour of the church we set off again, this time to Zege peninsular and another church. The landing was a 

little tricky, but we eventually managed to dock. At this site we had our second mammal as a couple of Grivet 

Monkeys were seen well. We were also delighted to find a pair of Yellow-fronted Parrots. On our return to the 

boat some indulged in a little shopping at the market that has grown up around the monastery path. As we were 

about to get on the boat we spotted a group of Silver-cheeked Hornbills showing well but distant. We also found 

a Giant Kingfisher, but it mostly stayed partially out of sight under some lakeside shrubs.  

 

Our next destination was the river outlet to the lake. Here we enjoyed watching four Hippopotami for a few 

minutes until it was time to head for lunch. A brief view of a Black-crowned Crane was had, but we had an 

excellent view of another Giant Kingfisher, this time sitting out on a branch above the lake in full view. A 

stunning bird! When it flew off we made our way to the Lakeshore Restaurant for lunch. An obliging Shikra sat 

on a branch in full view whist we ate our lunch. 

 

After lunch we drove through town and then turned down an unmetalled road on our way to the Blue Nile Falls. 

We stopped en route for a few new birds such as Village Indigobird, but our first scheduled stop was at the local 

rubbish dump. Here we had close views of the mawkish Marabou Stork along with many vultures, which were 

mainly Hooded Vultures and a few Ruppell’s Vultures. A Tawny Eagle was very obliging and we could see its 

diagnostic gape line. After the dump stop we had a few more stops for Grey Kestrel, Black-banded Snake Eagle, 

Hammerkop and Dark Chanting Goshawk. We eventually arrived at the walking point and disembarked the bus 

into a now very warm and sunny afternoon. The birds were not particularly active at this part of the day, but a 

large flock of Yellow-mantled Widowbirds was an impressive sight. We reached the falls and had some superb 

birds as we gazed on a tree full of Greater Blue-eared and Red-winged Starlings, and then a group of about three 

White-cheeked Turacos were seen and we watched them until we eventually got great views of these beautiful 

birds.  

 

The birding had to wait a while as a few intrepid group members walked down the valley to the base of the falls 

to enjoy this spectacular scenery close up. On their return the birdlife had become more active and we enjoyed a 

purple patch of excellent birds. A Long-crested Eagle showed really well just a few metres away. Whilst watching 

the eagle we also noted Common Waxbill, Black-winged Red Bishop, African Silverbill and a second Dark 

Chanting Goshawk. 

 

The light was beginning to fade as we made our way back to the ferry, but we managed a few more birds as 

Bruce’s Green Pigeon seemed to be everywhere and a flock of Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu were enjoyed just 

before we had to board the ferry and had back to the minibus. After a long day, many dozed the hour’s journey 

back to the hotel in the now pitch black. 

 

We arrived back at the hotel a little after seven and about an hour before we met again for dinner. After eating 

we completed the checklist and then went out on a brief walk around the hotel in the hope of seeing the resident 
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Porcupine and White-tailed Mongoose. Unfortunately, we were unable to see either and decided to call an end to 

a long but very enjoyable day. 

Day 4 Tuesday 14th November 

Bahir Dar to Gondar 

We started the day with another bird walk at first light. We saw a good selection of species, but the only new 

birds were a Grey-headed Batis and a Blue-spotted Dove, and some finally got good views of Red-Cheeked 

Cordon-bleu. We then returned for breakfast and to get ready for our drive north to Gondar. 

 

We left promptly at 8.30am and made steady progress along some good roads. Our first stop was at an area 

where we have seen Common Crane and, after a little searching, we eventually found two birds. There were a 

few other species to be seen including an African Spoonbill and a Winding Cisticola, both new for the trip. We 

set off again, but stopped shortly after as Abiy spotted two Black-crowned Cranes feeding in a muddy field. The 

marsh area also held a few waders and several Wire-tailed Swallows hawking around. We watched the cranes 

until they eventually flew off out of sight and we resumed our journey again.  

 

Our next stop was at a spectacular volcanic plug (known locally as ‘The Devil’s Nose’). Although we stopped 

mainly for scenic photographs, we manage to spot a few birds with both Egyptian and Griffon Vultures seen and 

a number of Rock Martin were wheeling around. Just after setting off, a few of us in the front of the bus saw a 

small troop of Grivet Monkeys as they disappeared back into the shrubs. 

 

We eventually arrived at The Four Sisters for lunch just after 1pm. As always, the buffet food was delicious and 

the relaxed atmosphere makes this one of the most popular stops. There were musicians playing around the table 

with traditional Ethiopian instruments, and wafts of roasted coffee beans, all adding to the lively dining 

experience. We also managed a few bird with some of the group finally catching up with Red-billed Firefinch. 

We then left to check into to the Taye Hotel and freshen up before we met up with a local guide to take us 

around the historic sites of Gondar. 

 

Our first stop on this cultural tour of the city was the expansive Fasildes Castle. The guide led us around, 

illuminating the history behind the ruins of the castle. Wildlife was still incorporated into the tour and a 

delightful Eyed Pansy butterfly was enjoyed and a couple of Agama lizard species were seen along the tops of the 

brickwork. Birds were also appreciated with an endemic Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher seen with many Nyanza and 

White-rumped Swifts, Hooded Vultures and many kites overhead. Abiy tracked down a pair of Greyish Eagle-

Owls, which we all had good views of after manoeuvring around the partially hidden owls. 

 

Our next stop was a much smaller church (Debre Brehan Selassie). Here some enjoyed some birding in the 

grounds and a pair of Banded Barbets was new for the trip, but other excellent birds were seen including Grey-

headed Woodpecker, a superb White-cheeked Turaco and a few Mocking Cliff Chats. When then gathered 

outside the church and walked over to a fruiting fig tree, attracting a lot of avian attention. There were 20 or so 

Greater Blue-eared and about 10 Red-winged Starlings. As we were enjoying the starling festival, a Hemprich’s 

Hornbill appeared in a dead tree before flying off out of sight. 
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We then drove a short distance to the Fasilidas Baths. Most seemed more focused on biding and enjoyed another 

endemic and new for the trip in the shape of the delightful Ethiopian Oriole, and later we saw another Greyish 

Eagle Owl. This one had adopted an unusual lying flat position and it took a while to realise it was an owl and 

not a large nightjar! The light was now fading fast and it was time to head back to the hotel, get a shower and 

meet again for dinner at 7.30pm. 

 

Dinner was a relaxed affair, enjoying a buffet and drink whilst chatting happily. We then met to complete the 

checklist and discuss plans for the next day. It was then time to get some sleep and everyone retired to their 

rooms with the luxury of a lie-in until 7am! 

Day 5 Wednesday 15th November 

Gondar to Simien National Park 

We all met for a buffet breakfast at 7am and then loaded the minibus for our drive to the north and Simien 

National Park. We set off on time at 8am and stopped soon after for a look at an Abyssinian Black Wheatear. 

We then made our way through a busy livestock market, pausing briefly for photographs. We continued on our 

way for about 25 kilometres before we stopped for a scenic view across to the Simien Mountain range. We also 

saw a few birds such as Streaky and Brown-rumped Seedeaters. We then gradually made our way up into the 

higher grounds, stopping for a productive comfort stop where we saw Thekla and Erlanger’s Larks, and 

Isabeline and Northern Wheatears. We also saw a Pied Wheatear a little further on.  

 

Next we made our way to Debark and the Simien Park Headquarters, where we picked up our guide and rangers 

and promptly stopped for a welcome coffee. The birding didn’t stop with a coffee break as, sitting in the café, we 

saw Lammergeier (Bearded Vulture) and Thick-billed Ravens flying high amongst all the kites and vultures. After 

the traditional strong coffee, we were on our way again to the national park itself. En route we found another 

endemic with two Wattled Ibis showing well next to the minibus. A Lanner Falcon was an impressive sighting, 

being one of the largest falcons. We also managed some good views of more Lammergeier and Augur Buzzard 

as we made our way along a dirt road to the Simien Lodge. 

 

Upon arrival we checked in and had fifteen minutes to get ready for lunch, which was a lovely homemade soup 

selection and appetising main courses. Replete, we boarded the minibus in search of Geladas. We had barely left 

the lodge when a smallish troop was seen, but we decided to head for a larger group on the grassy plateau ahead. 

We walked ahead of the Geladas and waited for the group to come to us. It was a magical experience to sit 

amongst these gentle relaxed animals which appeared to barely notice we were there. It was a real privilege to see 

close up the facial expression, mannerisms and behaviour of these unique monkeys, from the loud and aggressive 

fighting between families and males to the comical playing of the infants and young with exuberant 

summersaults, wrestling and tumbling. They are truly captivating animals and the time we spent with them flew 

past. We watched them pouring over the steep cliff faces to roost in safety for the night. After they had gone we 

sat in silence near the cliff edge for a few minutes, taking in the experience of the Geladas and the fantastic 

scenery.  

 

In between Gelada watching we did manage to note a few new birds including White-backed Black Tit and 

White-billed Starling and, of course, the common raptors and vultures that filled the skies. Now it was time to 

head back to the lodge after a superb day’s wildlife watching. 
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We met again for dinner at 6.45pm so that we could watch a documentary about the Geladas and their complex 

social systems and ecology. The females are the real dominate characters in Gelada society and they get to 

choose the ‘dominate’ male for their family, which is typically made up of four to eight related females and their 

offspring. After the documentary we enjoyed a delicious buffet dinner and some had a quick search for Golden 

Wolf (formally Jackal) in the surrounds of the hotel. Despite picking up some eye-shine we were unable to locate 

the animal, which we suspected to be a Golden Wolf, and retired to our rooms to close an excellent day. 

Day 6 Thursday 16th November 

Simien Lodge, Chenneck 

We met for breakfast at 7am and got ready for a 7.30am drive to Chenneck. Once the packed lunches were on 

board we set off minus Lesley, who elected to have a rest at the lodge. We made good progress despite uneven 

and difficult roads, with only a few brief stops for birds such as Erckel’s Francolin and raptors, and, of course, a 

comfort stop or two. 

 

Once at the campsite we wasted no time looking for the Walia’s Ibex and very soon found a small family group 

high up on the rocky hillside. Although distant, we enjoyed watching two males sparring. They did eventually 

come a little nearer, but then disappeared around the back of the hill. We drove on and found a bachelor party of 

three magnificent males. They were closer but mostly inactive and only in partial view. We waited patiently and 

were rewarded when they gradually made their way down the hill, feeding as they went. Whilst we were waiting 

we were treated to some excellent birds with Tacazze Sunbird, Slender-billed Starling and Augur Buzzard 

showing well. However, the best sighting was an immature Verreaux’s Eagle soaring over the hilltops. 

 

The ibex didn’t look like they were going to come much closer and it was nearly lunch time, so we decided to 

track back to the camp and have our lunch. Our lunch spot was overlooking the spectacular scenery of Simien 

National Park, with towering stacks and sheer precipices standing out in this dramatic landscape. We also had the 

company of about ten Thick-billed Ravens interested in our picnic, whilst overhead Lammergeier, Ruppell’s 

Vultures and Yellow-billed Kites wheeled away. We also had a look for some of the rodents often found at the 

camp, but could only manage one or two Blick’s Arvicanthus. 

 

We decided to make the long journey back, but with a few stops in mind for birds, scenery and mammals. On 

our way back into the park through some cereal fields we managed to find Ethiopian Siskin, a variety of 

wheatears and some better views of Blick’s Arvicanthus. One of our stops near the Sankaber area proved very 

productive as Abiy managed to locate a family of Yellow-spotted Rock Hyrax (Ethiopian Highland), which we 

watched for a while. There were also White-rumped Babblers, Erckel’s Francolin and Abyssinian Catbird to be 

found. Our last stop was with a large troop of Geladas. We sat in the late afternoon sunshine watching their 

interactions, and also the odd vulture and raptor that soared overhead. Four Wattled Ibis also flew in to join the 

fun, feeding alongside the Geladas. 

 

It was now time to leave these peaceful animals as they began to descend over the cliff tops. We arrived shortly 

after back at the lodge, just as the last rays of the sun were dipping below the horizon. Now it was time to relax 

and get ready for dinner. Some went to watch a wildlife film on Ethiopia and the rest met at 7.30pm for a 

delicious buffet dinner.  
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After dinner we decanted to the bar to catch up on the checklist. Checklist duly completed, most of us turned in 

for the night whilst a few stayed up for another Jackal/Wolf hunt. We walked the road outside the lodge for a 

few hundred metres each way with no luck. Upon our return the security guard told us to sit and wait for fifteen 

minutes and sure enough, a Golden Jackal (Wolf) ambled past us through the car park and off into the night. We 

were thrilled to have finally seen it and traipsed off to our rooms happy. 

Day 7 Friday 17th November 

Sankaber 

After breakfast we left for a short drive to spend some time with a Gelada troop. We wanted to be there early to 

watch some of the Gelada yawn and display their impressive canines. We spent about an hour with them and 

some managed to photograph some of the males showing off their teeth. We then headed on towards Sankaber 

where we parked and went for a cliff top walk. The path was in reasonable condition as we walked along. The 

first stop was for a view over the vast landscape and dramatic sheer cliffs. Somehow, whilst looking for a 

Verreaux’s Eagle, Abiy managed to spot a group of Walia’s Ibex in the distance, which gave reasonable telescope 

views. It also meant that Lesley could catch up with this species after missing out the previous day. There were a 

few birds around, such as Erckel’s Francolin and Lammergeier, and a little further on Ethiopian Cisticola was 

new for the group. We walked on a short distance to another viewpoint and this time a Martial Eagle swooped 

overhead but was quite distant before most people saw it. We pushed on again, but at the next stop Abiy 

managed to locate our target species, the elusive Menelik’s Bushbuck. It was a little distant and in shade, but we 

had good telescope views, even making out the bold pattern on its ear. We set off again and after a while we 

were beckoned by the guards to a clearing. They pointed out a browsing Menelik’s Bushbuck, which promptly 

melted into some shrubs as we approached. However, a second bushbuck appeared, giving excellent views to all 

but Roey who was a little behind the group. Consolation came in the shape of two Klipspringers on the opposite 

hillside. After we enjoyed a second, fleeting view of the bushbucks it was time for us to return to the lodge. We 

were delayed again by two Short-eared Owls flushed from the long grass next to the path we were using. We 

found them again in some tress and managed good views before walking back to the road and meeting up with 

the minibus. 

 

Back at the lodge we enjoyed a nice relaxed lunch before have an afternoon break and meeting again at 4pm. We 

met with our new driver and drove a short distance to spend a little more time with the Geladas. We found a 

suitable troop and sat with them for an hour or two, enjoying photographing their antics and watching their 

social interactions. Some of the group took a break from the Geladas and went off on a short bird walk. Just 

before we set off we had a Lappet-faced Vulture and Rufus-breasted Sparrowhawk pass by in quick succession. 

We walked up the hill a little and disturbed a Golden Jackal (Wolf), but only Abiy managed to see it. The birding 

was a little slow as we saw mainly common birds and heard a Catbird singing. In the distance was a flock of 

vultures which were predominately Rüppell’s Vultures, but also contained a second Lappet-faced Vulture, but we 

could not relocate it. Whilst searching, a large eagle began heading towards us. As we raised our binoculars we 

realised it was a fantastic adult Verreaux’s Eagle. We watched this magnificent eagle soar effortlessly past and 

then bank around, displaying its lovely pied upper-side. It was then joined by a Mountain Buzzard and we were 

able to watch them both as they soared around. 

 

We then turned our attention to the Geladas as they had begun pouring over the cliff face and going to roost. 

Although they were distant it was great to get a view of them descending down the cliffs. It had now turned a 
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little cold and the skies were darkening, which signalled a return to the minibus and a drive back to the lodge to 

get ready for the evening documentary and dinner.  

Day 8 Saturday 18th November 

Drive to Gondar 

We said goodbye to a fabulous stay at Simien Lodge and made our way back to Gondar. After dropping off our 

guide and guards, and a hitchhiker, we made our way across agricultural plains, dropping down towards Gondar. 

En route we were re-acquainted with some familiar birds such as Woolly-necked Stork and a variety of 

wheatears, pipits and raptors. We made one coffee stop at Befikei Kosoye Lodge, a delightful little place noted 

for its royal patronage. Here we relaxed, drank our coffee and enjoyed the spectacular view, interrupted only by 

some nice birds which included Lappet-faced Vulture, Lanner Falcon and Tawny Eagle. However, the butterflies 

were the stars of the show with a Foxy Charaxes being the pick of some beautiful butterflies. Special mention 

must also be made of the electric blue Hairstreak, Abyssinian Admiral and Painted Ladies among many other 

blues, coppers and ringlets. There were also a few small rose chafer-like beetles with emerald green carapaces. 

 

After a lovely break we drove the last 25 kilometres to Gondar and arrived at the Four Sisters for lunch. We 

noted a few birds whilst enjoying a delicious buffet, but a White-cheeked Turaco gave superb views sitting a 

couple of metres away before promptly falling to sleep inside the shrubs. After lunch we checked in at the Goha 

Hotel and had a couple of hours in the heat of the afternoon to have a break.  

 

We met again at 4pm for a stroll around the grounds. There were several eagles around, mainly Steppe Eagles, 

but also a few Tawny Eagles. We managed a few new birds with Black-headed Batis and Singing Cisticola. We 

also had some good views of others, such as Paradise Flycatcher and Ethiopian Boubou. We walked around to 

the viewpoint on the hotel terrace to watch the raptors and the sun go down, before heading back to our rooms 

to get ready for dinner. 

 

We met for dinner at 7pm and enjoyed chatting in a relaxed atmosphere and then found a quite spot to complete 

the day’s checklist. After this most went to be prepared for an early morning, whist Lalage and Katie joined the 

guides in a night walk. A cute Little Rock Thrush had roosted in the hotel and gave us a good start to our walk. 

We only briefly searched for Ethiopian Hare as there were better opportunities in Awash, instead we went to 

find an African Wood Owl that Abiy had heard earlier. Despite hearing two birds clearly, we could not locate 

them until we descended down some rocky steps and got low enough to see under the tree. We then quickly 

found a pair sitting close together giving excellent views. We were able to watch them for about ten minutes 

before heading to bed ourselves. 

Day 9 Sunday 19th November 

Flight to Addis Ababa and drive to Awash National Park 

We had an early breakfast at 6.30am, before setting off to the airport in the minibus. We arrived on time and set 

off promptly on our flight to Addis Ababa. The 50-minute flight went smoothly, tracing back over vast 

agricultural fields, interspersed with craggy valleys and hills. We touched down on time and collected our luggage 

before meeting up with our driver again. After loading up, we set off on our long drive south. After negotiating 
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the outskirts of Addis Ababa we stopped at a lakeside restaurant (The Pyramid) for lunch as it was nearing 

midday. 

 

We had time for a little birding whilst waiting for our food and managed to add some new birds and get some 

nice views of others. Western Reef Heron, Pink-backed Pelican, Red-knobbed Coot and Common Moorhen 

were all new. We also got good views of Lappet-faced Vulture, glorious Ethiopian Bee-eaters and Marsh Harrier 

among others. We then sat down to our lunch in lovely sunshine.  

 

We then set off again to Doho Lodge, which was still a four-hour drive away. We made steady progress, 

stopping only a few times for ‘bush’ stops and the occasional bird, which included Abyssinian Roller and a 

variety of hornbills. A large troop of Hamadryas Baboons was worthy of a longer stop for photographs of these 

handsome primates.  

 

We reached the point where we turned off towards the lodge through dusty plains and villages. En route we saw 

three beautiful Lesser Kudu with their boldly striped flanks. We then saw a couple of Buff-crested Bustards and 

a large Warthog. A stop to view hornbills was our last as we headed on towards the lodge. We eventually arrived 

just before 6pm and settled in to our rooms before meeting for dinner and an evening mammal walk. The walk 

produced Salt’s Dik-Dik and a couple of Slender-tailed Nightjars. We then headed back to the lodge to get some 

sleep. 

Day 10 Monday 20th November 

Doho Lodge and drive to Awash Lodge 

Some of us were up at 5.30am to enjoy the natural hot spring showers at the lodge; an invigorating way to start 

the day. We then met at 7am for a walk around the lodge grounds. On the walk we added a few new birds 

including Crowned Francolin, Cardinal Woodpecker and Yellow-breasted Barbet. A few also mentioned the 

Hyena’s yipping through the night! Perhaps the most interesting sighting was of a Lion paw print, which looked 

fresh, but was at least heading away from the lodge! 

 

We then went for a drive around the Ali/Dege area looking for wildlife. Not long after entering the area we saw 

the hoped-for Gerenuk. Two of these unusual antelope were seen running into the scrub. We did manage some 

clear but distant views, not helped by the growing heat haze. This was a species that several of the group had 

been hoping to see. As we drove along we saw a few herds of Soemmering’s Gazelles and a Golden Jackal 

(Wolf) racing off into the distance. 

 

A little further on there was great excitement when Katie spotted a Cheetah resting under an Acacia Tree. The 

Cheetah unfortunately got up and loped off into the distance, but it was a thrilling few seconds to see this large 

cat, one that is very rarely seen in Ethiopia. The Cheetah had two attendant Golden Jackals (Wolf) following it in 

case of a kill. The sightings still came with more Soemmering’s Gazelles, Somali Ostrich and a small herd of 

Grevy’s Zebra completing a fantastic safari. 

 

We now had a drive to Awash Lodge. En route we still looked out for wildlife and had another sighting of 

Hamadryas Baboons. Upon arrival we checked-in to our new accommodation. After lunch and a short break, we 

set out again on an afternoon/evening drive around Awash National Park. There were a number of mammal 
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sightings including Oryx, Dik-Dik, Ethiopian Hare and, more unusually, a pair of Hyenas, again not often seen in 

the park. A Plain Nightjar and White-bellied Bustard were a couple of the avian highlights.  

 

Back at the lodge it was time for dinner and an early bed before another day of wildlife viewing in the morning. 

Day 11 Tuesday 21st November 

Awash National Park and Hyena Caves 

We met at 6.30am for breakfast and straightaway found some interesting wildlife with Nile Crocodiles in the 

river and a Goliath Heron stalking around, which was later joined by two Hamerkops. We then left to explore 

Awash National Park. Our first stop was to admire a huge Leopard Tortoise, warming up under some shrubs. 

Although it was a little quiet for bird life, we began to pick up some lovely new birds for the trip and Rosy-

patched Bushshrike and Grey Wren-Warbler were nice additions to our list. We also saw a number of Salt’s Dik-

Dik and a few Oryx as we tracked around the park. Later into the drive we began to pick up some of the target 

species with Kori and Arabian Bustards seen together, giving good views. We also found a pair of Abyssinian 

Ground Hornbill. As they were a little distant we trekked out to get closer views. Whilst approaching the 

hornbills a smart adult Bataleur Eagle soared low overhead, giving cracking views of this handsome bird. It was 

soon time to get back to the lodge for lunch and have a break from what was now a hot day. 

 

Back at the lodge we enjoyed lunch overlooking the waterfalls, giving a stunning backdrop. A Booted Eagle 

added to the occasion soaring over the ravine. After a relaxing lunch we caught up with the checklist and then 

most went for a rest. A couple of us tried the tanks in the grounds, but they didn’t yield much that we hadn’t 

seen other than a solitary Little Weaver, although it was nice to get close views of some common birds. 

 

At 3pm we all met up and set off to the ‘Hyena Caves’. We had a quick stop at the campsites and picked up 

some cracking birds including Pearl-spotted Owlet and Senegal Thick-knee. We also had some good views of 

Black-billed Barbet, Black-billed Wood Hoopoes and African Grey Hornbill amongst others. We also saw three 

species of primate in quick succession as Guereza and Grivet Monkeys were seen, and we briefly saw a few Olive 

Baboons before they were disturbed by some people making their way along the river bank. We then decided to 

leave and head for the Hyena Caves. 

 

We made good progress down a good but busy road and arrived at the site a while before sunset. Recently a 

railway line had been completed, cutting off the caves from the road, so now we had a twenty-minute walk to the 

caves. The track was generally flat and sandy, but negotiating the railway line and basalt fissures were a little more 

challenging. However, once in place we sat and waited for the Spotted Hyenas to emerge. In the meanwhile, we 

were entertained by Rock Hyrax and a large troop of Olive Baboons in the distance. A Blackstart was a nice 

addition to the bird list, but a nightjar went unidentified. Finally, a large female hyena emerged and we had great 

views in the twilight. This would normally signal a number of hyenas emerging from their dens, however tonight 

we were a little unlucky as it was quite dark before the rest of the pack came out. Some managed to get some 

photographs before we left in the gloom. 

 

Once boarded, we set off back to Awash National Park and did some spotlighting on the way back. We had a 

steady flow of sightings including a cracking White-faced Scops Owl, Barn Owl, Hyenas, Common Genet and a 

tiny Jerboa. Hares were common, but a likely Bat-eared Fox proved elusive and disappeared before we could get 
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good views. Still, it was a successful night drive and we went to dinner a happy bunch, crowded around a log fire 

and watching the stunning night sky free from any major light pollution. A lovely way to end a great day’s 

wildlife viewing! 

Day 12 Wednesday 22nd November 

Drive through the Rift Valley to Awassa 

We started reasonably early with breakfast at 6.30am. The lodge was quiet apart from a couple of Grivet 

Monkeys and a few common birds. We set off on a long drive through the rift valley. Driving out of the park we 

had a succession of sightings including a few Dik-Dik, Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse and Helmeted Guineafowl. We 

then had a longer stop for a purple patch of birding: Slate-coloured Boubou, Grey-headed Bushshrike and the 

stunning Somalian Bunting to name a few. We eventually manage to drag ourselves away and set off again. We 

made good progress with just an occasional ‘bush’ stop until we stopped at a wetland for a scan of the wildfowl 

and other birdlife. Although there were no new birds, we did get a great view of Woodland Kingfisher and 

enjoyed the sight of large flocks of Hamerkops.  

 

Our next stop was for lunch at the lovely Haile Hotel, which boarders Lake Ziway. After an enjoyable lunch we 

walked down to track to the lake and immediately started to pick up some new birds, perhaps the pick of them 

were Hottentot Teal, Kittlitz’s Plover and Collared Pratincole among a host of other birds. A brief view of a 

Northern Carmine Bee-eater was also a treat and a taster for more sightings of these beautiful birds. 

 

We then continued our journey as we wanted to reach The United Africa Hotel at a reasonable time. We 

continued straight on for another couple of hours. A succession of Carmine Bee-eaters could be seen, but 

unfortunately with the sun behind them, we would have to wait for better sightings. We finally arrived at our 

hotel and were surprised to see that there was a lot of construction underway; although it didn’t disturb us it was 

unsightly. We settled into our rooms and met for dinner about 6.45pm. Some of the group were unhappy with 

the accommodation and in particular the water power was low, making showering tricky. Moods were not helped 

by the serving of a cold, unappetising meal. Most called it a day and went to their rooms after agreeing to meet at 

6.30am for the morning bird walk. 

Day 13 Thursday 23rd November 

Drive to Bale Mountains 

We met for a walk down to Lake Awassa at 6.30am. On our way we stopped to watch several Guereza Monkeys 

jumping round the crown of a tall tree, unsettling the roosting Hooded Vulture. Out on the path through the 

reedbeds we saw some excellent birding with African Reed Warbler, Little Bittern, African Swamphen and a 

multitude of Malachite Kingfishers. In addition to these new birds there were several easy-to-see Black Crakes 

and a pair of African Pygmy Goose, which were a little more elusive. 

 

We decided to walk a little way around the edge of the lake and got much better views of the Pygmy Geese, and 

a Tawny-flanked Prinia. We then headed back to the hotel and enjoyed a much better breakfast, and the group 

were in much better spirits. A close encounter with the Guereza and Grivet Monkeys was also very much 

enjoyed and they gave excellent photographic opportunities. Just before leaving we tried an area of scrub for 
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Spotted Creeper, which we found, but also found the delightful Red-throated Wryneck and Northern Black 

Flycatcher.  

 

Buoyed by our success, we moved on to the Lake Awassa Fish Market. Here we had very close encounters with 

the Marabou Stocks, Hamerkops and other species, before driving a little way around the lake to try for 

Hippopotamus. On this occasion we were unable to find any despite Abiy’s attempts, however we did spot 

Marsh Sandpipers to add to our growing list of species. 

 

We set off again noting Carmine Bee-eaters and Grey-back Fiscal on the wires as we went along. We stopped by 

a dead camel just to watch the Rüppell’s and Hooded Vultures at close quarters. Our next stop was lunch and 

Abiy had arranged lunch at the excellent Haile Hotel in Shashamee. Lunch was delicious and much appreciated, 

which set us up for the long drive to Bale. 

 

Apart from a few comfort stops we carried on until we reached the Gaysay Plains, not even stopping for a 

Rouget’s Rail! As we approached the plains we stopped at a small wetland and immediately enjoyed several new 

birds with Blue-winged Goose, Spot-breasted Lapwing and Rouget’s Rail all present in good numbers. It was 

also good to get closer views of the Red-knobbed Coot and actually see the red knobs. A mystery duck slid out 

of view as we arrived, which was later identified as a Maccoa Duck, an interesting find high in the Bale foothills. 

There were also many mammals around and we had great sightings of Bohor Reedbuck, Common Warthog and 

Mountain Nyala, including a magnificent male sporting a fine pair of spiralling horns.  

 

It was now getting quite late and we still had to get our visitor permit and drive to Goba Wabeshebele hotel, so 

after a brief search for Serval, we set off again to get the permit and reach our hotel. We finally arrived at out 

Hotel at 6.30pm and after checking in, agreed to meet at 7.30pm for dinner. Tonight the food was excellent and 

a marked improvement on last night’s affair. The group were relaxed and in good spirits and had enjoyed some 

excellent wildlife, even though it had been a long drive. It was now time to finish the checklist and get some rest 

before an early breakfast. 

Day 14 Friday 24th November 

Drive to Sanetti Plateau and on to Harenna Forest 

We assembled at 6.30am for breakfast and to get ready for our day out over the Sanetti Plateau. Just before 

breakfast we managed to view an African Wood Owl that had been located by the hotel staff. Despite being 

partially hidden, it was great to see this gorgeous owl and it made a great start to the day. 

 

After breakfast we set off on the climb up to the plateau. En route we looked at some Somalia Crows on the 

ground with Cape Crows for comparison. We carried on slowly winding up the mountain through agricultural 

plots and little villages. We then emerged into the heather-clad highlands. Here we managed to get good views of 

Rouget’s Rail and a little further on we came to a little wetland and saw our first Ruddy Shelduck. A stop at 

another pond produced a Green Sandpiper with the more usual Spot-breasted Lapwing. Overhead were several 

raptors, but possibly the highlight was a soaring Golden Eagle, which was a new bird for the trip. 

 

We had noted a few Blick’s Arvicanthis running around the now rockier landscape, and shortly after we saw our 

first beautiful Ethiopian Wolf only a few metres from the minibus. Whilst we were enjoying stunning views 
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another wolf was seen running towards the bus and eventually met up with the first wolf. They greeted each 

other playfully and clearly had a bond. We watched them for several minutes before one of them went off to 

hunt and we saw it make a few unsuccessful attempts. The other wolf stayed nearby and we spent time watching 

the wolf and its main prey in the form of African Mole Rat. 

 

When the wolf disappeared from view we moved on, soon spotted some eagles including Tawny Eagle and 

Golden Eagle, whilst Augur Buzzards seemed to be everywhere. A third wolf was not so obliging and 

disappeared soon after we spotted it. We had a few more sightings of Ethiopian Wolf, but they remained distant. 

However, we did have another new mammal a little later when we got out of the bus to look for Starck’s Hare 

and one ran from the side of the bus. It stopped a little way away and we had good telescope views, also finding 

a second hare close by. 

 

As we had seen most of our targets species we decided to carry on over the plateau and descended down into the 

Harenna Forest. En route we found a few Yellow-crowned Canaries flitting around some of the villages. We 

finally came to the bottom of the valley where the forest is particularly rich. We set off in search of Bale Monkey 

and Metelik’s Bushbuck. Despite our efforts the monkey eluded us. Whilst we walked through the forest we did 

hear Ethiopian Orioles fluting around us and some spotted a White-cheeked Turaco. There were several 

Guereza around and we watched a few of these charismatic monkeys moving through the forest. Back out on 

the ‘road’ we drove to a viewpoint for lunch as there was a minor civil protest further down the valley. On our 

way back out the forest we stopped for a troop of Olive Baboons crossing in front of us and more Guereza. Just 

as we were about to start our ascent, Abiy spotted two Metelik’s Bushbucks and at last Roey was able to catch up 

with the mammal sightings as most got good views of these handsome antelopes. We stopped for a packed lunch 

at a viewpoint, but the descending mist made that almost irrelevant. 

 

We then returned up to the plateau and stopped to get better views of mole rat, but these shy (understandably so 

with many predators!) creatures only gave partial views, but we did find another new mammal with seven 

Unstriped Grass Rats peering at us 'merekat style'. Whilst searching for wolves and other animals, Katie spotted 

two cranes, which turned out to be Wattled Cranes and are often a difficult bird to find, so we were very pleased 

to get a sighting of these two birds and were fortunate enough to find two more a little later.  

 

It was now time to head back and for everyone to have some downtime to attend to their personal matters, as 

the tour had been packed to get in the wildlife on offer. So on arrival at the hotel, we agreed to meet at 7.30pm 

for Abiy’s Ethiopian-style buffet.  

 

After the break, most met around 7pm for a few drinks in the bar before going through to eat dinner. The buffet 

was delicious and probably the best Ethiopian food since ‘The Four Sisters’; an honour indeed. After completing 

the checklist, we bid each other goodnight and agreed to meet for the 6.30am bird walk. 

Day 15 Saturday 25th November 

Drive to Gaysay Plains and Dinsho Park HQ 

We started the day with a walk around the hotel grounds at 6.30am. Although it seemed quiet, we managed to 

spot a few new birds. Firstly, we started with a quick look at the African Wood Owl, still roosting in the palm 

tree. An African Goshawk flypast was a little fleeting, but better views were had when Abiy found another on 
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top of a tall pine. We walked around with not a lot more other than common birds, but an upland Baglafecht 

Weaver was an interesting find, quite different from its lowland cousin. We then came across a number of small 

birds in a flurry of activity. At first we thought they were feeding as the morning warmed up, until Katie spotted 

an African Scops Owl! We then realised they were mobbing it. Amongst the throng of small birds was at least 

one Woodland Brown Warbler, which was another new bird. 

 

After breakfast we drove to Dinsho Park Headquarters for a walking safari, spotting Mountain Nyala at close 

range, Warthog and an occasional Bohor Reedbuck. Lalage was a little way behind the group when she spotted a 

Bush Duiker to add to the mammals list. The birds were thin on the ground but a great sighting of two 

Abyssinian Owls made up for the lack of quantity. One owl was on a nest and was barely visible other than a pair 

of eyes and two tufty feathers on top. 

 

We then had a picnic lunch at the lodge/campsite and found another new bird in the form of the delightful 

Abyssinian Ground Thrush. Whilst enjoying lunch we saw a number of Warthogs at close quarters, and Ann and 

Alison went on a mission to get photographs of these handsome beasts. It was now time to explore the Gaysay 

Plains so we all clambered aboard the minibus and headed out. 

 

Down on the plains we were watching sparring Warthogs when an Abyssinian Longclaw popped into view and 

played hide and seek in the grass. We eventually all enjoyed good views of this smart bird. We then drove into 

the plains with Abiy on the roof looking out for wildlife. We spotted many Bohor Reedbuck, but little else and 

so drove to the small wetland, where we had good views of Maccoa Duck. 

 

In a last ditched attempt to find a Serval we walked to a valley and scanned around. Chestnut-naped Francolin 

alarm calls gave us a little hope, but nothing emerged. A few Bush Duikers were some consolation, but showers 

spelled an end to the evening’s viewing and we headed back to the hotel. 

 

Back at the hotel the heavens opened and dinner was accompanied by the sound of lashing rain. Thankfully we 

were in the dry and had finished our wildlife viewing for the day. After dinner everyone went to get some sleep 

for the long drive tomorrow. 

Day 16 Sunday 26th November 

Bale to Lake Langano 

We set off after breakfast for our descent into the Rift Valley. Abiy wanted to have another try for the Serval so 

we walked back to the overlook giving views of an expansive valley. Unfortunately, we were not to strike lucky 

and had to be content with Reedbuck, Warthog and a couple of Common Jackal. Our next scheduled stop was 

not much further on as we looked for Cape Eagle-Owl. Eventually we got excellent views of the owl with its 

liquid amber eyes. This was mainly due to two Pied Crows mobbing the owl. 

 

We were now running a little behind schedule, but apart from a quick comfort stop we carried on to Shashemeen 

and to the lovely Haile hotel for lunch. Lunch was relaxed and enjoyable, but we still had a few hour’s drive 

ahead of us and another stop at Abijata-Shala National Park to squeeze in. After negotiating an Ethiopian traffic 

jam we started to make good progress and arrive at the national park around 330pm. Despite the heat we saw a 

herd of Grant’s Gazelles, Somali Ostrich and a few new birds for the trip including Black Scimitarbill and 
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Wattled Starling. We also had great views of a Greyish Eagle-Owl and enjoyed a host of other birds including 

some stunning starlings, hornbills, Hoopoe and White-bellied Go-away-birds. We then drove on to the soda lake 

shore and ‘scoped Lesser and Great Flamingoes, before heading off and getting to Hara Langano Lodge in good 

time. 

 

We finally arrived about 6.30pm, later than we would have liked, but settled into our rooms and met for dinner 

at 7.30pm. The setting was glorious with an open-sided restaurant looking out to Lake Langano and the night sky 

filled with stars…beautiful! 

 

After dinner a few went out on a night walk to try for some nocturnal mammals. After walking for about an hour 

we saw a Bush Duiker and a Spotted Hyena, but little else. We decided to get some sleep and explore the lodge 

in the morning. 

Day 17 Monday 27th November 

Bishangari Forest 

This morning we met at 6.30pm for a walk around the lodge. We spotted a variety of birds just outside the 

restaurant and didn’t move very far. In the fig trees Gambian Sun Squirrels and Silver-cheeked Hornbills were 

busy feeding, joined by Yellow-fronted Parrots. Along the lake shore there were numerous waders, including 

many Ruff, a few Black-tailed Godwits and one Three-banded Plover, amongst others. The Bare-faced Go-away-

bird was another new species for us as we walked around the perimeter. We then returned for breakfast and 

enjoy watching the ‘Hippos’ wallowing in the lake in front of the restaurant. 

 

After breakfast we set off on a walk to Bishangari Forest, about two kilometres away. En route we had lovely 

views of some now familiar birds, such as Hoopoes and Ethiopian Bee-eater. Some of the new birds had a 

distinctly European flavour as we saw Rock Thrush, Masked Shrike and Common Redstart in quick succession. 

A Buff-bellied Warbler reminded us we were still in Ethiopia! Approaching the forest, we finally managed to see 

the Sulphur-breasted (Orange) Bushshrike after one had eluded us earlier. We also saw both Greater and Scaly-

throated Honeyguides, and finally managed a view of the Western Banded Snake Eagle to confirm its 

identification. Olive Baboons and a couple of Warthogs were our only mammal representatives.  

 

One of our target species was the Narina Trogon, a beautiful but often elusive species. We actually didn’t take 

too long in pinning one down and eventually everyone had a good view of this gorgeous bird. The day was 

getting hot and everyone was getting a little weary, but we still wanted to find Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl and walked 

on through the forest. The butterflies were beautiful with River Sailor, Narrow Blue-banded and Green-veined 

Charaxes all fluttering around. The Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl was proving difficult to find so we decided to head 

back for lunch and the bus came to the edge of the woodland to pick us up. 

 

Back at the lodge we met up with Alison and Lesley, who had taken the morning out to sketch wildlife around 

the lodge. They had been enjoying the antics of the Sun Squirrels and the bird life. We all sat down to a delicious 

lunch in a glorious setting, still entertained by the Hippopotamus out in the lake. 

 

Everyone took some time out and those that wanted an additional bird walk met at 4pm by the bus. We set off 

back to the Bishangari Forest and spent time watching Northern Black Flycatchers and the delightful Northern 
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Carmine Bee-eaters. Whilst enjoying these lovely birds hawking over the plain, we got news of a Verreaux’s 

Eagle-Owl roosting nearby. So we set off in hot pursuit. After a bumpy drive cross-country and a stumble 

through a corn field, we eventually came to three very large trees and there, peering down, was a magnificent 

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl. The effort now seemed very worthwhile as we enjoy great views of this fantastic owl. 

Very happy, we returned to the lodge and had a few minutes birding before getting ready for dinner. 

 

After dinner a few of us went out on a night walk over the Bishangari Plain. En route to the area we had a 

couple of sightings, the best being a group of three Bat-eared Foxes, whilst two other sightings disappeared 

before they could be identified. Out on the Plain we manage to find two Bush Duikers and a White-tailed 

Mongoose before returning to the lodge. On the way back we saw the foxes again, this time nearer the bus.  

Day 18 Tuesday 28th November 

Return to Addis Ababa 

Despite this being our last day and a long drive to Addis Ababa ahead, we made the most of our time at Hara 

Lodge. We met at 6.30am for a walk around the compound before breakfast. The Hippopotamus and Guereza 

were in evidence as we walked along. The only new bird was an Emerald-spotted Wood Dove, but a good view 

of a Banded Barbet was also appreciated. Back at the restaurant we enjoyed our last breakfast at the relaxing and 

beautiful Hara Lodge before making our way towards the main highway. 

 

We had not gone too far when Abiy arranged a stop at what seemed to be a closed café. However, out the back a 

large tree contained Tree Hyraxes, which Abiy gleefully pointed out. Although difficult to spot, we all managed 

good views, and saw a Scarlet-chested Sunbird into the bargain. After this surprise and welcome stop, we set off 

again through the fertile, agricultural lowlands until we eventually began to climb out of the valley. 

 

When we reached Bishfuto we stopped at The Pyramid Hotel for lunch and views of the volcanic lake. Although 

there were not as many nor the variety of species as on our last visit, we still managed a small flock of Southern 

Pochard, which was new for the trip. After lunch we had one more brief stop at a near-by lake, which was much 

more productive with Fulvous and White-faced Whistling Ducks, Red-billed Teal and a throng of storks, cranes 

and ibises.  

 

It was then time to hit the road again and make our way to the Edna Addis Hotel. Once checked in, we relaxed 

and got reading for our last meal as a group at The Roadrunner Restaurant. Here we met Tony, the owner of 

Quadrant, but the evening belonged to Abiy and Asrate, who had done such a great job in accompanying us 

through this tour. The group thanked them both for their very hard work and then enjoyed the wine and beer to 

see out the rest of the evening.  

 

At the end of an enjoyable dinner we said goodbye to those that were stopping on for the extension or heading 

back to Australia, and made our way to the airport. We arrived a little early, but settled into a café and chatted 

until it was time to go to the gate and board the plane for our homeward flight. 
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Day 19 Wednesday 29th November 

Flight to Heathrow 

After a comfortable flight home we landed in on a cold grey day at Heathrow, already missing the warmth of 

Ethiopia. We said our goodbyes as the trip for us came to an end and the rest began their tour extension. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

  

 

African Paradise Flycatcher by Alison Faigniez Ruppell’s Vulture by Lesley Horne 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only; LO = Leader Only) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Somali Ostrich Struthio molybdophanes                 6           6     

2 White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata                     30           10 

3 Fulvous Whistling Duck Dendrocygna bicolor                     3           20 

4 African Pygmy Goose Nettapus auritrus 1                     2           

5 Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis   20                 6 2           

6 Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos                     1             

7 Blue-winged Goose - E Cyanochen cyanoptera                       10 10 5 5     

8 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 2 6 6         2     4 4       10 10 

9 Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea                         6         

10 Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata     1                 10   10 10     

11 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata                       3   3       

12 Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha                                 10 

13 Garganey Spatula querquedula                     8 1   1       

14 Hottentot Teal Spatula hottentota                     2             

15 Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma                                 12 

16 Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa                       L/O   1       

17 Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris               100     40 30           

18 Moorland Francolin Scleroptila psilolaema                         2         

19 Crested Francolin Dendroperdix sephaena                 10                 

20 Chestnut-naped Francolin Pternistis castaneicollis                         12 10       

21 Erckel's Francolin - N Pternistis erckelii         10 6                       

22 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 1             100     1 100   1   1   

23 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus                                  

24 Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor                                  

25 Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis                     1             

26 Abdim's Stork Ciconia abdimii               5L/O   10         1     

27 Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus     2 4     2                     

28 White Stork Ciconia ciconia               30                 30 

29 Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer   10           20     50 100         50 
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

30 African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 1 20 20         40     100 50     10 10 20 

31 Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash   4 4             1   10       6 5 

32 Wattled Ibis - N Bostrychia carunculata       10 10 20 10         50 50 20 30 4   

33 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus                     4 2           

34 African Spoonbill Platalea alba     1                         1   

35 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus                       1           

36 Striated Heron Butorides striata     1                             

37 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 1 2 1         2     4 6       6   

38 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 20 50 100 20     2 20   100 30 100       4 30 

39 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   1                 1 1           

40 Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala   1 1 1       1     2           1 

41 Goliath Heron Ardea goliath                   1 2 1           

42 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea                 3                 

43 Great Egret Ardea alba   4 2         1     1           2 

44 Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia   2 1                             

45 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   6 4         4       6       2   

46 Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis               1                   

47 Hamerkop Scopus umbretta   1 1             2 50 30         20 

48 Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus   50 4               30 30       20 20 

49 Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens               30     1             

50 Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus 2 20 10         100     10 20           

51 White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus   10 2         100       20       5 5 

52 African Darter Anhinga rufa   2             1   10             

53 Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus caeruleus                 1   3             

54 African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus   1               1               

55 Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus       10 10 4 2                     

56 Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus     1             1               

57 Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 10 50 50 20     10 10     100 20   6 10   30 

58 Rüppell's Vulture Gyps rueppelli   4   2 20 20 10       100 50   6 10   20 

59 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus     6                             

60 Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos           2 2 2           1       

61 Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis   1                 1             
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62 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus                 1                 

63 Western Banded Snake Eagle Circaetus cinerascens                               1   

64 Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus                 2 1               

65 Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus           1                       

66 Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis   1                               

67 Lesser Spotted Eagle Clanga pomarina                 1                 

68 Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi                   1               

69 Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax   1     1   3 4 1 2     1 1   3   

70 Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis             10                     

71 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos                         2         

72 Verreaux's Eagle Aquila verreauxii         2 1                       

73 Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar                             1     

74 Dark Chanting Goshawk Melierax metabates   2             1 2   1           

75 African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro                             2     

76 Shikra Accipiter badius   1               1           1   

77 Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk Accipiter rufiventris           1                       

78 Black Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucus             1                     

79 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   2           2             2     

80 Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus   1     1   1   2 2 2 2     3     

81 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus                 1                 

82 Black Kite Milvus migrans        2                

83 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius               20     

84 African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 1 4             1   20 10       2 2 

85 Mountain Buzzard Buteo oreophilus           1               1       

86 Augur Buzzard Buteo augur 1   1 10 15 6   2       3 20 4       

87 Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori                   2               

88 Arabian Bustard Ardeotis arabs                 1 1               

89 White-bellied Bustard Eupodotis senegalensis                 2                 

90 Buff-crested Bustard Lophotis gindiana               2 6 2 1             

91 Rouget's Rail - N Rougetius rougetii                       6 10 2       

92 Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra   2 1                 10           

93 African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis                       2           
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94 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus meridionalis 1             2       10           

95 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata               20       20     6   10 

96 Black Crowned Crane Balearica pavonina   1 2               2             

97 Wattled Crane Grus carunculata                         4         

98 Common Crane Grus grus     50                           30 

99 Senegal Thick-knee Burhinus senegalensis                   2           7   

100 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus     2               10 6       1 4 

101 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta                                 2 

102 Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus   10           2   2 10 10     2 6 4 

103 Black-winged Lapwing Vanellus melanopterus                             6     

104 Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus                 4                 

105 Spot-breasted Lapwing - E Vanellus melanocephalus                       20 40 60       

106 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula                     6 2       20   

107 Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius                     1             

108 Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris                     4         1   

109 African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 5 6 2               2 10           

110 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago                     2             

111 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa                               10   

112 Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis                       2           

113 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia                     2 1       1   

114 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus                         2         

115 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola   1 6               4 6       10   

116 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   2                 1 2       3   

117 Little Stint Calidris minuta                     10         20   

118 Ruff Calidris pugnax                     6 2       100   

119 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola                     4             

120 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus   20                 1             

121 Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus                     2 6       10 2 

122 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus fuscus   10                               

123 White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 2 100 10               20 100       50 20 

124 Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles exustus                 2 10               

125 Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse Pterocles lichtensteinii                     2             
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126 Feral Pigeon - I Columba livia var. domestica                               

127 Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 20 30 50 20 40 20 20 40   2 100 100 20 20 30 10 100 

128 White-collared Pigeon - N Columba albitorques     20 10 20 10 4         2     10   6 

129 African Olive Pigeon Columba arquatrix                               1   

130 Lemon Dove Columba larvata   1                               

131 Dusky Turtle Dove Streptopelia lugens 10 2 2 10 10 10 10           2 20 30   10 

132 African Collared Dove Streptopelia roseogrisea                   1               

133 Mourning Collared Dove Streptopelia decipiens               20   2 30 2     10     

134 Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola                               1   

135 Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 10 10 10       2                 10 20 

136 Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 2 6 2         10       20     10 20 30 

137 Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos                                 1 

138 Blue-spotted Wood Dove Turtur afer     1                             

139 Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria                               2   

140 Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 1             10 50 20 50   1       10 

141 Bruce's Green Pigeon Treron waalia   10 4       2                 2   

142 White-cheeked Turaco Tauraco leucotis   4 1                             

143 Bare-faced Go-away-bird Corythaixoides personatus                               4 2 

144 White-bellied Go-away-bird Corythaixoides leucogaster                   3         2 6 2 

145 Eastern Plantain-eater Crinifer zonurus 6 10 2                             

146 Blue-headed Coucal Centropus monachus 2                                 

147 Western Barn Owl Tyto alba                   1               

148 African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis                           1       

149 Northern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis leucotis                   1               

150 Cape Eagle-Owl Bubo capensis                             1     

151 Greyish Eagle-Owl Bubo cinerascens     3                       1     

152 Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus                               1   

153 African Wood Owl Strix woodfordii             2           1 1 1     

154 Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum                   1               

155 Abyssinian Owl - N Asio abyssinicus                           2       

156 Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus           2                       

157 Plain Nightjar Caprimulgus inornatus                 1                 
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158 Slender-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus clarus               4             2     

159 African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus                               

160 Nyanza Swift Apus niansae     10 10 20 6                       

161 White-rumped Swift Apus caffer     20         10                   

162 Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 20 10 10       2 2     6 6       6   

163 Blue-naped Mousebird Urocolius macrourus                   6           10   

164 Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina                               1   

165 Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus                       1           

166 Abyssinian Roller Coracias abyssinicus               20 20 2 10             

167 Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala                     1             

168 Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti 2 4 10                             

169 Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis                 1   2 2       1   

170 African Pygmy Kingfisher Ispidina picta                                 L/O 

171 Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus 1 2                   10           

172 Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima   2 1                             

173 Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 2 10 2           1     6       10   

174 Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 2 2 1                             

175 Ethiopian Bee-eater Merops variegatus lafresnayii 2 2         7 2   2 10         20   

176 Northern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicus                     20 10       30   

177 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops senegalensis   1           10 1 2           10   

178 Black-billed Wood Hoopoe - N Phoeniculus somaliensis   10 6             4           6   

179 Black Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus aterrimus                             2   1 

180 Abyssinian Ground Hornbill Bucorvus abyssinicus                   2 2             

181 African Grey Hornbill Tockus nastus   1           6     3             

182 Northern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus               4                   

183 Von der Decken's Hornbill Tockus deckeni                             2     

184 Eastern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus flavirostris               2     1             

185 Hemprich's Hornbill Lophoceros hemprichii                               1   

186 Silvery-cheeked Hornbill Bycanistes brevis 2   1                 2       20   

187 Red-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus pusillus   4                 2             

188 Banded Barbet - N Lybius undatus     2                         3 1 

189 Black-billed Barbet Lybius guifsobalito 1                 1           6   
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190 Double-toothed Barbet Lybius bidentatus 10 2 2                             

191 Yellow-breasted Barbet Trachyphonus margaritatus                 1 1               

192 Scaly-throated Honeyguide Indicator variegatus   H H                         1   

193 Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator                               2   

194 Red-throated Wryneck Jynx ruficollis                       2           

195 Nubian Woodpecker Campethera nubica   2                               

196 Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens                 1                 

197 Eastern Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos spodocephalus 2   4                         1   

198 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus       4 6 1 1 6       4 4 2 4     

199 Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus   1 1                             

200 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo       1                       1   

201 Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus       2 2   1   1                 

202 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus           1             1         

203 Yellow-fronted Parrot - E Poicephalus flavifrons   2                           4   

204 Black-winged Lovebird - E Agapornis taranta 10 6 1                   1     6   

205 Grey-headed Batis Batis orientalis     2                 1       1   

206 Western Black-headed Batis Batis erlangeri             2                     

207 Brown-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea   L/O                           1   

208 Grey-headed Bushshrike Malaconotus blanchoti                     1             

209 Orange-breasted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus                               2   

210 Rosy-patched Bushshrike Telophorus cruentus                   2               

211 Slate-colored Boubou Laniarius funebris 1                   1             

212 Ethiopian Boubou Laniarius aethiopicus 1 1 2       1                 1   

213 Brubru Nilaus afer                 1                 

214 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis                 2                 

215 Common Fiscal Lanius collaris 2 1 1 1   1           2   6       

216 Grey-backed Fiscal Lanius excubitoroides   2                   2 2 2       

217 Somali Fiscal Lanius somalicus                 1 1               

218 Red-tailed Shrike Lanius phoenicuroides   1               2 20             

219 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator                   1               

220 Masked Shrike Lanius nubicus                               1   

221 Ethiopian Oriole - N Oriolus monacha     10                   6         
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222 Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis   1             1 6 4       2 2   

223 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax         10             4 4         

224 Cape Crow Corvus capensis       20 20 10 10 20       6 4 10 20   20 

225 Pied Crow Corvus albus 20 2 20 20     6 20     20 10 2 6 30   20 

226 Somali Crow Corvus edithae                         2         

227 Fan-tailed Raven Corvus rhipidurus   20 10 10   6 20 30     10 20   10 2   6 

228 Thick-billed Raven Corvus crassirostris       10 20 10 10         4 4         

229 White-backed Black Tit Parus leuconotus       3   7                       

230 White-winged Black Tit Melaniparus leucomelas                               4   

231 Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix leucotis                   1               

232 Chestnut-headed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix signatus                 1                 

233 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae       1   10             10         

234 Erlanger's Lark - E Calandrella erlangeri       4                           

235 Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 6 10 10       2 10   2     2     10   

236 Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola                                 

237 Sand Martin Riparia riparia                               

238 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica                   2       

239 Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii   2 20               3 
 

  
 

  
  

240 Pale Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne obsoleta                                

241 Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula     10               10             

242 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum             2 10             2   20 

243 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica                   20               

244 Northern Crombec Sylvietta brachyura                   1               

245 Red-faced Crombec Sylvietta whytii                       1           

246 Brown Woodland Warbler Phylloscopus umbrovirens                           1       

247 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   2 6 20 20 20 6             2       

248 African Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus                       6           

249 Cinnamon Bracken Warbler Bradypterus cinnamomeus         2                         

250 Singing Cisticola Cisticola cantans             1                     

251 Winding Cisticola Cisticola galatotes     2                             

252 Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana                         1         

253 Ethiopian Cisticola - N Cisticola lugubris           4                       
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254 Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava   1                   1   2       

255 Buff-bellied Warbler Phyllolais pulchella                               4   

256 Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata   2 2                             

257 Grey Wren-Warbler Calamonastes simplex                   1 1             

258 Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis                   1               

259 White-rumped Babbler - N Turdoides leucopygia         6         4           6   

260 Abyssinian Catbird - E Parophasma galinieri         3                         

261 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 2 2                           2   

262 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca                               3   

263 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis                               1   

264 Abyssinian White-eye Zosterops abyssinicus 20         3                   2   

265 Heuglin's White-eye - N Zosterops poliogastrus poliogastrus     6       6           10         

266 African Spotted Creeper Salpornis salvadori                       1           

267 Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea                             6     

268 Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 1 20 50         10 10 10 30 10     20 50 50 

269 Rüppell's Starling Lamprotornis purpuroptera                 10   10       10 20   

270 Superb Starling Lamprotornis superbus               10 10 2 10 2     30 10   

271 Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio   6 10       2                     

272 Slender-billed Starling Onychognathus tenuirostris         10                         

273 White-billed Starling - N Onychognathus albirostris       6                           

274 Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorynchus                     6       10 6   

275 Abyssinian Ground Thrush Geokichla piaggiae                           1   1   

276 Groundscraper Thrush Turdus litsitsirupa       6 10 10 4         10 6 10 4     

277 African Thrush Turdus pelios 1                                 

278 Abyssinian Thrush Turdus abyssinicus   4 4       2           6 6       

279 White-winged Scrub Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys leucoptera                     2             

280 Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone virids 2   4       4                 2 2 

281 Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher - N Melaenornis chocolatinus     2 2                           

282 Northern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis edolioides                       2       6   

283 Rüppell's Robin-Chat Cossypha semirufa 1 1 2   1 1                       

284 White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini                       1           

285 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus                               6   
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286 White-winged Cliff Chat - N Monticola semirufus         2                         

287 Common Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis                               2   

288 Little Rock Thrush Monticola rufocinereus             1                     

289 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra   1                               

290 African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus     1 1               4 2 10 6     

291 Moorland Chat Pinarochroa sordida       2           20 40 40 20     

292 Mocking Cliff Chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris   2 2 2     4                   6 

293 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe       10     1 10 10 20 20 10     40 20   

294 Red-breasted Wheatear Oenanthe bottae   4 10 2 10                   10     

295 Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina       2                           

296 Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka       4 2       6   1       2     

297 Blackstart Oenanthe melanura                   2               

298 Abyssinian Wheatear Oenanthe lugubris       4                           

299 Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 2 2 2 1     2 1       2           

300 Tacazze Sunbird Nectarinia tacazze 2   2   6 6 4       2 2 4 4       

301 Beautiful Sunbird Cinnyris pulchellus                   2   1           

302 Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus 2   2     1 1 1                   

303 Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus 2                                 

304 White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali               10 10     6     20 30   

305 Swainson's Sparrow Passer swainsonii 10 10 20 20     10 10     1 10   2 10     

306 Bush Petronia Gymnoris dentata                 2                 

307 Yellow-spotted Petronia Gymnoris pyrgita                               2   

308 White-headed Buffalo Weaver Dinemellia dinemelli               2 10 10         20     

309 Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafecht 4 10 10 2   2 10         2   6       

310 Little Weaver Ploceus luteolus                   1           2   

311 Rüppell's Weaver Ploceus galbula                     10       1     

312 Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 6 20 10       10                10   

313 Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea                               

314 Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer 2                                 

315 Black-winged Red Bishop Euplectes hordeaceus   10                               

316 Yellow-mantled Widowbird Euplectes macroura   100                               

317 Cut-throat Finch Amadina fasciata               1   2           1 1 
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318 Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala     10             6 4 1       3   

319 Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus   10 10                         6 10 

320 Yellow-bellied Waxbill Coccopygia quartinia       3 1 1 1                   1 

321 Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild   10                               

322 African Silverbill Euodice cantans   6               10               

323 Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata   4                               

324 Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata   6 4                             

325 Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura     2                             

326 Long-tailed Paradise Whydah Vidua paradisaea               1 1 4               

327 British Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava flavissima                     10 6       10   

328 Blue-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava flava     10 4           1               

329 Black-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg                     4             

330 White Wagtail Motacilla alba   10                   2           

331 Abyssinian Longclaw - E Macronyx flavicollis                           2       

332 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris                   1               

333 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis                               1   

334 Grassland Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus           1 1                     

335 Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus     6                             

336 African Citril Crithagra citrinelloides 20 10 10       4                     

337 Brown-rumped Seedeater - N Crithagra tristriata     6 10 50 50           6   10 10     

338 Streaky Seedeater Crithagra striolata 1   1 3 50 50             50 50 10     

339 Yellow-Crowned Canary Serinus flavivertex   
           

20 
    

340 Ethiopian Siskin Serinus nigriceps         15             60 60 60 10     

341 Somali Bunting Emberiza poliopleura                     1             

Mammals                                     

1 Yellow-spotted Rock Hyrax  Heterohyrax brucei         3                         

2 Grivet  Chlorocebus aethiops   2 3           6 20 3 6           

3 Olive Baboon  Papio anubis                 6 50 20   20 30 30 30   

4 Hamadryas Baboon  Papio hamadryas               100                   

5 Gelada  Theropithecus gelada       300 400 800                       

6 Mantled Guereza  Colobus guereza                 1 2 2 10 15   10 16 10 
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7 Ethiopian Hare  Lepus fagani                 5 10 1       1     

8 Ethiopian Highland Hare  Lepus starcki                         4         

9 Common Genet  Genetta genetta                   1               

10 White-tailed Mongoose Ichneumia albicauda                               1   

11 Spotted Hyena  Crocuta crocuta                 2 10         1     

12 Golden Jackal  Canis aureus           1     2           2     

13 Ethiopian Wolf  Canis simensis                         6         

14 Common Warthog  Phacochoerus africanus               1       50 5 50 50 6   

15 Common Hippopotamus  Hippopotamus amphibius   4                         7 7 7 

16 Gerenuk  Litocranius walleri                 2                 

17 Grant's Gazelle  Gazella granti                             10     

18 Soemmerring's Gazelle  Nanger soemmerringii                 50 4               

19 Klipspringer  Oreotragus oreotragus         5 5                       

20 Mountain Nyala  Tragelaphus buxtoni                       20   50       

21 Lesser Kudu  Tragelaphus imberbis               3   1               

22 Menelik's Bushbuck  Tragelaphus scriptus meneliki           3             2         

23 Bush Duiker  Sylvicapra grimmia                           4 1 2   

24 Beisa Oryx  Oryx beisa                   20 10             

25 Gambian Sun Squirrel  Heliosciurus gambianus                               6 4 

26 Ethiopian African Mole Rat  Tachyoryctes macrocephalus                                  

27 Blick's Arvicanthis  Arvicanthis blicki                                  

28 Salt's Dik Dik Madoqua saltana               4 6 10 2             

29 Walia's Ibex Capra walie         7 5                       

30 Grevy's Zebra Equs grevyi                 6                 

31 Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus                 1                 

32 Desert Jeboa Dipodidae                    1               

33 Ethiopian Rock Hyrax Procavia capensis                   30               

34 Tree Hyrax Dendrohyrax                                 6 

35 Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis                               3   

36 Egyptian Tomb Bat Taphozous perforatus                                   

37 Fruit Bat sp Megachiroptera sp                               1   

38 Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis                               2   
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39 Unstriped Grass Rat Avicanthis abyssinicus                         7         

40 Bohor Reedbuck Redunca redunca                       30   20 6     

Butterflies and other Invertebrates 

Scarlet Tip  Meadow White African Wood White Eastern Dotted Boarder 

Common Grass Yellow African Migrant African Albatross African Clouded Yellow 

River Sailor Friar Painted Lady Abyssinian Admiral 

Solider Commodore African Queen Brown Pansy Eyed Pansy 

Blue Pansy Yellow Pansy Flying Handkerchief Narrow Blue-banded Swallowtail 

Citrus Swallowtail Foxy Charaxes Green-veined Charaxes African Grass Blue 

Geranium Bronze Small Copper Hairstreak sp  

Other invertebrates 

Giant Carpenter Bee Brown-lined Scorpion Straw Stick Insect   

Reptiles 

Nile Monitor Lizard Agama Lizard Nile Crocodile Leopard Tortoise 

  

  

Black Crowned Cranes by Noreen Likins African Pygmy Goose by Alan  Barr Senegal Thick-knee by Alison Faigniez 


