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Tour Leaders:   Andy McGeeney (tour leader & naturalist) 

    Ian Nicholson (co-leader & ornithologist) 

 

Participants:   Fred Marshallsay   

    Jill Marshallsay    

    Lis Allen    

    Richard Pooley    

    David Little   

    Tim Hutchin    

    Hans van den Oever    

    Amanda van den Oever   

    Jan Oliver    

    Ian Oliver   

    Peter La Trobe   

    Sheelagh La Trobe  

Day 1  Wednesday 7th July 

We flew from Gatwick and on arrival drove from Montpellier to the hotel in Arles.  There was a pure blue sky 

and a slight breeze as we drove along the western side of the Camargue. We did not have time to go out before 

the meal so we used the time to go through the programme and introduce ourselves. 

Day 2  Thursday 8th July 

After an early breakfast we drove to the Roman aqueduct where we had time to see the ruined stone aqueduct 

that provided power for 4 flour mills in the1st century. We then explored the dry limestone hillside watching 

Rollers on the wires, Kestrel and Turtle Doves. After that we walked through a nearby disused olive grove with a 

small canal which proved to be a good spot to watch dragonflies such as Blue Skimmer. Butterflies included 

Striped Grayling and Great Banded Grayling, Southern Gatekeeper, Scarce Swallowtail and Meadow Brown.  

 

We returned to the hotel for lunch and siesta in preparation for the evening walk. After an early meal we drove 

to a recommended site for observing Eagle Owls in Les Alpilles. This was a site neither of the leaders had been 

to before but it was said to be very good. After a long period of waiting we had to return to the hotel without 

any luck…we did see late feeding dragonflies and some grass coloured stick insects. 

Day 3 Friday 9th July 

A warm muggy day! We drove to Marais du Vigueirat, a protected nature reserve of extensive marshes, and on 

the way stopped lots of times to see interesting birdlife: Montague’s Harrier quartering a ditch line, Rollers, Bee-

eaters, Black Kites and an unknown eagle that flew off too soon for us to put a name to it. 
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Eventually we arrived at the reserve and took a morning to walk around the reserve’s public path, where there 

were plenty of birds to see and dragonflies to ID and photograph. We were able to distinguish all the herons: 

Grey Heron, Purple Heron, Little, Cattle and Great Egrets, Squacco Heron, Night Heron and Storks as well as 

lots of Scarce Bluetail I pumilio, also Black-tailed and White-tailed Skimmers. Someone found a Willow Emerald 

L viridis in a wooded area. At the end of the walk we saw at very close quarters, a Pond Terrapin sunning itself on 

a fallen tree. 

 

We had our picnic lunch on shaded benches and some people visited the shop. Then we were met by Fred and 

Phillippe who gave us a presentation in English regarding his research on L macrostigma the Dark Spreadwing, an 

endangered marshland damselfly. We then drove to the area where they occur but unluckily we could not find 

any, however, the place was not open to the general public and was very peaceful. It was also good for other 

dragonflies such as Blue Emperor and Lesser Emperor; the orange form of the Scarce Bluetail and David saw an 

L barbarus, Migrant Spreadwing. There were lots of spiders to photograph and we also watched birds from 

various hides and found Common Terns breeding on old boats, Cormorants, a Ruddy Shelduck, Graylag Geese 

and swans. A Little Bittern flew over the road before we left the reserve. We drove back after a full day of 

activities at Vigueierat.  

Day 4 Saturday 10th July 

It was a misty start to the day when we drove off to the Gimeaux to St Gilles Road. Good views of Bee-eaters, 

Black-winged Stilt. I pumilio gold var, and praying mantis were had, and Red-veined Darters in the rice fields were 

plentiful. The sky cleared and we went on to Mas D’Agon to the viewing platform. Photographers had a good 

time getting shots of Coypu that was definitely not coy! And then we drove north stopping at various places to 

see water birds: Glossy Ibis Flamingos, and Whiskered Tern for example.  

 

Back to the hotel for a picnic then out to St Martin and the Ecomusee to book permits to go on La Crau where 

we saw an exhibition of dragonfly photos. We then had time for a visit to Vallee des Baux canal and had a super 

view of some new damselflies – Orange Featherleg, and Blue eye, we also saw lots of Southern Banded 

Demoiselles displaying over the water.  

Day 5 Sunday 11th July 

It was a hot sunny day with very little breeze. Fred came to the hotel at 8.00 and we left straight away to make 

sure we saw the young flamingos in the colony before the heat haze really became strong. We had access to a 

protected area near the old Rhone river path before it changed course. Beyond old salt pans we came to an 

observation point built on the ruins of a C17 customs house used for collecting salt tax. From there about 500m 

out in the lake we could see 4 crèches of flamingos with their dark young. Unfortunately none of the adults were 

near us. Shelagh spotted a Spectacled Warbler, very similar to a Whitethroat, feeding its young on Salicornis 

shrub. We walked back to the vehicles and drove on to a pumping station where we got better view of flamingos, 

and saw many Kentish Plovers along the ditches and sandy areas. We drove out onto La Digue to look for 

Slender-billed Gulls, saw a group of Little Terns and the photographers were attracted to a confident Little Egret 

feeding by an outflow. 
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We went for lunch to a place called Mas de St Bernard, where Fred negotiated with the owner for us to have our 

own picnic lunch in the shade – it was a very pleasant restaurant with sculptures done by the wife of the owner 

in the grounds.  After coffees we drove on to look for more sea birds near Salin de Giraud: Sandwich Terns, 

Slender-billed Gulls, Curlew, Sandpiper and closer views of flamingos.  All the while lots of beach tourists drove 

past us on the way to the coast. 

Day 6 Monday 12th July 

Today we got up early for Peau de Meau and La Crau. And as we arrived we were met by a family of 5 Hoopoes, 

a bird we were hoping to see all week and like the buses they all came at once! This was a good omen for the day 

and we were soon walking out to the barn observatory. We were treated to the typical birds of La Crau: Stone 

Curlew, Tawny Pipit, Short-toed Lark, Lesser Kestrel and a passing Sand Grouse. Ian saw a Red-footed Falcon 

(perhaps and early migrant), Short-toed Eagle, and a Little Owl, which breeds in the barn, made an appearance. 

The river turned up its usual spectacle of colourful dragonflies and damselflies: Copper and Southern Banded 

Demoiselles, Dusk Hawker and Keeled Skimmers along with many other species. 

 

We found some shade at Etang Des Aulnes to have our picnic and then moved around the lake afterwards to 

find more dragonflies and butterflies both in the woods and over the dry meadows. We decided to stop for 

coffee in St Martin before heading back to what we hoped would be an early return. Unfortunately we were 

delayed for 4 hours because of an accident on the road only 200m from the hotel.  A slight detour for another 

coffee passed the time while we waited for the road to clear. 

Day 7 Tuesday 13th July 

We woke to another hot day with clear skies. We decided that because the group had not been able to take 

photographs of flamingos close up that we would drive to Etang de Vaccarres to a place where we could get 

close. We did and were not disappointed. A group of flamingos was feeding just offshore and other birds such as 

Egrets, Black-winged Stilts and Greenshank rested or searched for food in a small bay. From the observation 

platform it was possible to get some good photos. We also heard and saw a Curlew, on migration probably. 

 

We then drove onto Etang de Grenouiellet, which also has a wooden observation platform, just as a group of 

Spoonbills were coming in to land. Gill and David saw a Green Lizard sunning itself on a bush and others found 

plenty of photo opportunities along the road but not many species of dragonfly.  We then drove on to the next 

intriguing site. After various attempts to get access we found the right place at Le Verdier, Le Sabuc. We walked 

along a country road looking unsuccessfully for the Western Clubtail, G pulchellus. Ian found a brilliantly coloured 

fly that was pestering Jan, it was the Metallic in superb colours. 

 

We returned to the hotel for a picnic and siesta in preparation for the second attempt to see Le Gand Duc in the 

evening. We were not disappointed. Ian knew of a good place and within a few minutes of arriving and scanning 

the escarpments Hans had located two young Eagle Owls. Mention should be made of the enormous Egyptian 

Grasshopper on the way to the owls. As the light faded two adult owls arrived and we had the opportunity to 

watch and compare behaviour. Nightjars flew over and called and we could see Venus rising as the sky darkened. 
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Day 8 Wednesday 14th July 

The group agreed to go to Arles for a couple of hours to do some sight seeing, so we packed everything up and 

drove into town. Ian and Andy looked after the vehicles while the rest went walkabout. We then had sufficient 

time to drive to the airport and catch the plane. This brought to the end a very successful holiday tour of the 

wildlife of Provence. We ended up with 119 species of birds and 29 species of dragonflies. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Dragonflies (UR - uncommon or rare) 

      July 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 Damselflies              

1 Copper Demoiselle   Calopteryx haemorrhoidalis            

2 Southern Banded Demoiselle   C splendens ssp caprai          

3 Migrant Spreadwing   Lestes barbarus UR            

4 Willow Spreadwing  L viridis           

5 Winter Damselfly  Sympecma fusca            

6 White Featherleg  Platycnemis latipes         

7 Orange Featherleg  P acutipennis           

8 Common Bluetail  Ischnura elegans        

9 Scarce/Small Bluetail  I pumilio           

10 Small Red Damsel  Ceriagrion tenellum UR          

11 Small Red Eye  E viridulum            

12 Blue Eye  E lindenii            

13 Mercury Bluet  Coenagrion mercuriale            

 Dragonflies               

14 Yellow Clubtail  Gomphus simillimus            

15 Large Pincertail  Onychogomphus uncatus           

16 Common Goldenring  Cordulegaster boltonii           

17 Blue Emperor  Anax imperator         

18 Lesser Emperor  A parthenope         

19 Dusk Hawker  Boyeria irene            

20 Green Eyed Hawker  Aeshna isosceles           

21 Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea            

22 White-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum albistylum       

23 Black-tailed Skimmer  O cancellatum        

24 Keeled Skimmer  O coerulescens            

25 Southern Skimmer  O brunneum         

26 Blue Chaser  L fulva           

27 Scarlet Dragonfly Crocothemis erythraea       

28 Common Darter  S striolatum            

29 Red-veined Darter  S fonscolombeii        

Birds ( H = heard only)              

1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus           

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis            

3 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo          

4 Bittern Botarus stellaris           

5 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus            

6 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax           

7 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis       

8 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides          

9 Little Egret Egretta garzetta       

10 Great White Egret Egretta alba        

11 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea         
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 

12 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea         

13 White Stork Ciconia ciconia       

14 Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia           

15 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus            

16 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber          

17 Mute Swan Cygnus olor          

18 Greylag Goose Anser anser           

19 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna            

20 Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea            

21 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos          

22 Shoveler Anas clypeata            

23 Pochard Aythya ferina            

24 Black Kite Milvus migrans       

25 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus            

26 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus           

27 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus            

28 Goshawk Accipiter gentilis             

29 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo          

30 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus             

31 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus           

32 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus        

33 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni            

34 Red footed falcon falco vespertinus            

35 Hobby Falco subbuteo            

36 Peregrine  Falco peregrinus            

37 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa            

38 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus            

39 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus           H 

40 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus         

41 Coot Fulica atra         

42 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus            

43 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus        

44 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta            

45 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus           

46 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus          

47 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea            

48 Curlew Numenius arquata            

49 Redshank Tringa totanus            

50 Greenshank Tringa nebularia            

51 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola           

52 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos         

53 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus            

54 Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus            

55 Slender-billed Gull Larus genei            

56 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus         

57 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans        

58 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus             

59 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica           

60 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis            

61 Common Tern Sterna hirundo        

62 Little Tern Sternula albifrons            
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 

63 Black Tern Chlidonias niger            

64 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus            

65 Pin-tail Sandgrouse Pterocles alchata            

66 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus       

67 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia         

68 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto       

69 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur       

70 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus    H    H 

71 Eagle Owl Bubo bubo            

72 Little Owl Athene noctua           

73 Nightjar Capromulgus europea H           

74 Alpine Swift Apus melba            

75 Common Swift Apus apus       

76 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis          

77 Bee-eater Merops apiaster         

78 Roller Coracias garrulus       

79 Hoopoe Upupa epops            

80 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis H H     H   

81 Skylark Alauda arvensis         

82 Woodlark Lullula arborea            

83 Crested Lark Galerida cristata          

84 Sand Martin Riparia riparia            

85 Swallow Hirundo rustica       

86 House Martin Delichon urbica         

87 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris          

88 White Wagtail Motacilla alba            

89 Blue headed Wagtail Motacilla flava          

90 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes            

91 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos  H H  H H 

92 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros            

93 Blackbird Turdus merula           

94 Song thrush Turdus philomelos            

95 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis       

96 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti       

97 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus         H 

98 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus   H      H 

99 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta  H      

100 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata            

101 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla       

102 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala       

103 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita           

104 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus            

105 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus            

106 Great Tit Parus major            

107 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus            

108 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris        

109 Jay Garrulus glandarius H       H   

110 Magpie Pica pica       

111 Jackdaw Corvus monedula        

112 Raven Corvus corax            

113 Carrion Crow Corvus corone        
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 

114 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus           

115 House Sparrow Passer domesticus        

116 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs            

117 Serin Serinus serinus           

118 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris            

119 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis       

120 Linnet Acanthis cannabina            

121 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra            

Butterflies               

1 Small White Pieris rapae       

2 Large White Pieris brassicae         

3 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea         

4 Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale           

5 Bergers Pale Clouded Yellow Clias alfacariensis            

6 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra            

7 Eastern Wood White Leptidea duponcheli           

8 Swallowtail Papilio machaon          

9 Scarce Swallowtail Papilio alexanor            

10 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe        

11 Striped Grayling Hipparchia fidia            

12 Southern Gatekeeper Pyronia cecilia          

13 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera        

14 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina            

15 Marbled White Melanargia galathea         

16 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus        

17 Specked Wood Pararge aegeria        

18 Glanville Fritillary Meliaea cinxia            

19 Short tailed Blue Everes argiades           

20 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus       

21 False Ilex Hairstreak Satyrum esculi            

22 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas            

23 Mallow kipper Carcharodus alceae           

24 Marbled Skipper Carcharodus lavatherae            

25 Large Sipper Ochlodes silvanus            

26 Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages            

Moths               

1 Hummingbird Hawkmoth Macroglossum stellatum           

2 Jersey Tiger Moth Euplagia quadripunctata            

3 Pug sp              

4 Red Underwing sp              

5 Burnet Companion              

6 Sandy carpet Idaea mediaria           

7 Oak eggar     C         

8 Small China mark              

9 Lattice Heath              

10 Common Heath              
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Reptiles               

1 Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis           

2 Pond terrapin Ermys orbicularis            

3 marsh frog Rana ridibunda          

4 Green Lizard Lacerta bilineata            

Inverts               

1 AC Milan bug              

2 mantis            

3 ant lion             

4 Gt Green bush cricket            

5 Mason wasp Eumenidae sp            

6 wasp Polestes           

7 Red-clawed Crayfish              

8 Tiger spider Argiope bruinechii         

9 Hornet sp.              

10 Egyptian grasshopper Tananius sudeticus            

11 Robber fly              

12 firebug Corizus hyoscyabmi            

13 Soldier fly sp Sargus spp            

14 White taile bumble bee Bombus lucorum            

15 Metallic Fly              

Mammals               

22 Coypu Myocastor coypus           

23 Hare Lepus capensis            

24 rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus            

Others               

26 Ide fish              

 


