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Tour Participants: Dave Smallshire & Ian Nicholson  (leaders) with 10 Naturetrek clients 

Summary:  

This tour encompassed visits to both the wetlands of the Camargue and dry areas, such as the desert-like 

La Crau and the rugged hills of Les Alpilles. In a sunny week of temperatures into the mid-30s, a total of 

33 species of dragonflies was found, including many seen rarely or never in Britain. Most notable was the 

discovery of a Violet Dropwing, a recent invader from Africa to southern Europe, together with Western 

Spectre, Yellow Clubtail, Large Pincertail, Orange-spotted Emerald and Banded and Spotted Darters.  

Colourful Mediterranean birds like Greater Flamingo, Bee-eater, Roller and Hoopoe were seen on 

numerous occasions. Other highlights such as Little Bittern, Lesser Kestrel, Little Bustard, Pin-tailed 

Sandgrouse, Collared Pratincole, Slender-billed Gull, Calandra Lark and Spectacled Warbler added to the 

total of 123 bird species seen. A good range of butterflies (31 species) accompanied the ever-present 

buzzing of cicadas and the myriad other insects found in a hot, Mediterranean summer. 

Day 1 Wednesday 8th July 

Gatwick to Arles 

Our flight from Gatwick was delayed a little, but we arrived at Montpellier only a little behind schedule. 

Our minibus and car were soon loaded up and heading east towards Arles. The first Flamingos were seen 

on the journey, together with glimpses of Black-winged Stilt, Bee-eater and Glossy Ibis. On arrival at 

Hotel des Granges, we were greeted warmly by our very attentive hosts, Bruno and Marie-Jo.  

 

Before dinner, there was time for a quick look along the track by the hotel, through the neighbouring 

farmland, though even before leaving the hotel garden, we had found Red-veined Darters sheltering from 

the strong wind. Along the track, we found a White Featherleg well away from any water, plus more Red-

veined Darters and few of the other 'Camargue constants': Black-tailed Skimmer and Broad Scarlet. A 

Black Kite circled constantly and a family of Kestrels, watching for prey disturbed by a harvester, were 

joined by a Roller. A few smart adult Mediterranean Gulls flew over, and a pair of tiny Fan-tailed 

Warblers struggled against the wind in flight! After dinner, a Tree Frog and several Moorish Geckos were 

found around the hotel, the former having forsaken its normally wet ditch for the shady side of a shutter! 

Day 2 Thursday 9th July 

Aqueduc de Barbegal and Les Alpilles 

A pre-breakfast walk along the lane produced a Little Owl, but Cetti's and Melodious Warblers were 

heard only - keeping their heads down in the wind that still persisted! Keith spotted a Wild Boar trotting 

across the harvested field. Our morning’s introduction to the local wildlife was at the Roman Aqueduc de 

Barbegal, where insects abounded in areas sheltered from the wind. Around the rocky slope overlooking 

the Valleé des Baux were dragonflies well away from their aquatic breeding sites, most noteworthy being 

an Orange-spotted Emerald and two Small Redeyes, one of which was being eaten by a Black-tailed 

Skimmer! The group also found Striped Grayling and a large Mottled-winged Antlion, while Rollers were 

active around the base of the slope and a Sardinian Warbler sang but refused to show itself. In more 

sheltered scrub and grassland near a small canal, we saw Willow Spreadwings, Keeled and Southern 
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Skimmers, and the first of many impressive Large Pincertails. Butterflies included Bath White, Geranium 

Bronze, Lang's Short-tailed Blue, Knapweed Fritillary, Southern Gatekeeper, Great Banded Grayling and 

both Scarce and Common Swallowtails, the last seen to deposit eggs onto low-growing Fennel leaves. 

Cicadas were everywhere, but Orthoptera and their allies stole the day: first a Praying Mantis, then several 

large Saddle-backed Bush-crickets and finally the huge Saga pedo predatory bush-cricket - a fitting climax 

to a morning with a definite insect flavour. 

 

A Short-toed Eagle was seen on the journey back to the hotel for lunch, after which came time for a 

siesta (or shopping for Dave and Ian). At 3.30 we headed out to the wooded and rocky Alpilles hills, near 

the peak of La Caume. Unfortunately, fire crews were on standby and, because of the severe fire risk, we 

were only allowed to walk around the car park. Plan B involved going to a canal on the north side of Les 

Alpilles, where we found a Copper Demoiselle amongst masses of Banded Demoiselles, a Yellow 

Clubtail, lots of Large Pincertails and Pam glimpsed a Common Goldenring. 

 

We returned to Les Alpilles for our evening picnic, after which we stopped briefly at Les Baux. A few 

Alpine Swifts and Crag Martins were seen, plus a Black Redstart on the rocks. We moved on to a regular 

Eagle Owl site, where we waited patiently until the light gave out but, sadly, no owls appeared. A Nightjar 

churred, however, and one or two hawkers flew around us at dusk, but it was too dark to identify them. 

Day 3 Friday 10th July 

Marais du Vigueirat 

Thankfully, the wind had dropped considerably, making observation so much easier. Today was devoted 

mainly to the Marais du Vigueirat, a large reserve to the east of the Grand Rhône. We stopped on the way 

to check a reedy canal and adjacent pools. Dragonflies included Copper Demoiselle and a few Willow 

Spreadwings, Blue-eyes, Small Redeyes and (female) Orange Featherlegs. 

 

For the rest of the morning, we walked around a circuit of the Marais open to the public. There were lots 

of White-tailed and Black-tailed Skimmers, Broad Scarlets, Red-veined Darters, Black-winged Stilts and 

Bee-eaters, plus a few Lesser Emperors, Pond Terrapins, Squacco Herons, Little Ringed Plovers, Green 

Sandpipers, Gull-billed Terns and Kingfishers. A Honey Buzzard circled overhead but was soon gone and 

Ian saw a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker briefly. A purring Turtle Dove reminded us of what the English 

countryside used to sound like! Shady woodland held Speckled Woods, here with their orange rather than 

yellow spotting, and a striking Jersey Tiger moth. 

 

After a picnic lunch, we were met by Frederic, our guide for the afternoon, who took us into the private 

part of the reserve. Wetland birds here included lots more herons, including Little Bittern and Night 

Herons, Glossy Ibis and Spoonbills, and wildfowl, including dozens of Red-crested Pochards, some with 

broods of ducklings. Amongst the quartering Black Kites and Marsh Harriers was an immature male 

Montagu's Harrier. A few Small Bluetails included a very rare blue form of the female. Broad Scarlets and 

Red-veined Darters were present in huge numbers, the latter adorning the branches of Tamarisks like 

ornaments on Christmas trees! A Coypu walked overland to move to another stretch of water, and 

preened on the bank before returning to its more usual medium. 
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Day 4 Saturday 11th July 

Northern Camargue and Valleé des Baux 

This morning we looked at the northern section of the Camargue: its fresh marshes and paddyfields, 

which, Fred had explained the day before, were becoming scarcer due to changes in the Common 

Agricultural Policy. Along the road to Albaron, we stopped to look for Stone-curlew, but instead found 

two Cuckoos, Little Owls and a Short-toed Eagle, which perched on a pylon and stared at us through its 

owl-like eyes. Glossy Ibises, Wood Sandpipers, Black-winged Stilts, Gull-billed Terns and Bee-eaters were 

seen, plus a few Crested Larks. Graham did his best to make a Lesser Emperor traffic casualty look alive 

for photographs (we also saw a live one). Short-tailed Blues were also photographed along the roadside. 

At the extensive wetland near Mas D’Agon, we peered over the tall reeds, though Whiskered Terns 

frequently flew over the road and Reed and Great Reed Warblers sang from the reedbeds. 

 

We returned to the hotel for a picnic lunch and a siesta (or shopping!). Later, we walked along the canal in 

the Valleé des Baux. Around the open water areas near the bridge, we found an Orange-spotted Emerald 

that patrolled in front of us, Scarce Chaser and - best of all - a male Violet Dropwing. Most of us only 

saw the Dropwing and its bright red wing veins from below, as it 'obelisked' (pointed its abdomen at the 

sun to avoid overheating), because it vanished before we could all make our way through the vegetation 

to get a better view. A few female Orange Featherlegs were also seen and a Yellow Clubtail photographed 

(we did our best to turned it into a Pronged Clubtail!). A pair of Stonechats and several Fan-tailed 

Warblers were seen in an adjacent swampy area. Rather surprisingly, a terrapin, basking on a log, turned 

out to be the non-native Red-eared Terrapin. Mallow Skippers, lots of Red- and Blue-winged 

Grasshoppers, Egyptian Grasshopper and a Stick Insect were also found along the pathway. 

Day 5 Sunday 12th July 

La Crau 

In contrast to the wetlands of the Camargue, today we visited the stony desert of La Crau. In the 

morning, we walked beside the Peau de Meau Reserve, where the arid, sparsely-vegetated ‘Cousouls’ meet 

the narrow, lush strip of the Canal de Vergière. Jeff spotted two Pin-tailed Sandgrouse in flight – these 

most difficult of La Crau’s special birds to find flew right overhead and into the sun.  Later we found 

Stone-curlews, Tawny Pipits, Crested and Short-toed Larks and one or two Southern Grey Shrikes, while 

overhead were lots of Black Kites and a Short-toed Eagle. Bath Whites and Mottled-winged Antlions 

were common. 

 

After returning to the car park, we walked along the narrow Canal de Vergière, one of Europe’s top 

dragonfly sites. The main spectacle was provided by scores of iridescent Copper and Banded Demoiselles 

that sparkled in the fringing vegetation. Keeled Skimmers were also numerous, but White Featherlegs and 

Mercury Bluets surprisingly scarce. Perhaps the enormous female Wasp and Lobed Wasp Spiders were to 

blame, as we saw plenty of evidence in their webs that they preyed upon dragonflies! A few Small Red 

Damsels, Blue-eyes and Small Pincertail were found, while Green-eyed Hawkers, Large Pincertails, 

Yellow Clubtails, Common Goldenring, Blue Chasers and Western Spectres patrolled over, or perched 

beside, the water, the last keeping largely to the shade cast by a few small trees. Rarest of all, several 
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Spotted Darters held territories along the bankside. In total we saw 22 species – not a bad haul for two 

hours watching! 

 

We had a picnic lunch in shady woodland nearby, where a small stream produced Common Goldenring 

and Western Spectres; John caught two of the latter for closer inspection and photographs. Then we 

explored the southern part of La Crau. Driving slowly with several stops, we saw up to 40 Lesser Kestrels 

around a group of old buildings that had been modified into glorified nest boxes. Stone-curlews were 

nesting close by and a scrape with eggs could be seen from the vehicles. Driving on further, we passed 

Tawny Pipits and Short-toed Larks and then an immature male Montagu's Harrier on fence posts, moving 

along them as we approached. Finally we found our quarry: two Calandra Larks, which took flight and 

showed us their characteristic dark underwings with a white trailing edge. They were a fitting end to an 

exciting day in La Crau, one of Europe's most unusual habitats. 

Day 6 Monday 13th July 

Camargue transect 

Today we took a north-south cross-section of the Camargue, from freshwater through brackish to coastal 

habitats. Travelling down the eastern edge of the huge Étang de Vaccarès, we saw a concentration of 

Great Crested Grebes with a few Black-necked amongst them, still mostly in their smart breeding 

plumage. A few waders were in evidence (Curlew and Common and Green Sandpipers) and a Water Rail 

came out into the open. Sardinian Warblers showed themselves in Tamarisks, while more distantly around 

the étang were many Greater Flamingos. In a bay further south, we found Flamingos much closer, 

together with a large number of Black-winged Stilts. A Purple Gallinule fed out on the muddy reed fringe 

for a while. We spent a while looking for Pratincoles at a site where they had been present in May, but to 

no avail. 

 

We took our picnic in the shady grounds of a restaurant and then continued on to view saline lagoons. 

Two Spectacled Warblers were seen in their typical Sueda habitat, but water levels here were poor for 

waders, the lagoons being almost dry. Only a few Kentish Plovers were seen, but a check through Black-

headed Gulls revealed some Slender-billed Gulls. Moving on towards the coast, we stopped at a 

viewpoint overlooking the lagoons, which were pink here! Three more Spectacled Warblers were seen, 

while other members of the group found single Lesser Emperor and Migrant Hawker nearby, hung up in 

the shade and out of the strong wind, with hordes of commoner dragonflies for company. On the final 

stretch before reaching the sea, the lagoons held large numbers of gulls, including two very close Slender-

billed, one of which had been colour-ringed in 2013. We also saw Avocets with chicks, Sandwich, Little 

and Black Terns, three Little Gulls and groups of Curlew Sandpipers still in their breeding finery. After 

much-welcome ice creams, it was time to return to Arles, using a more direct route. 
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Day 7 Tuesday 14th July 

Valleé des Baux and northern Camargue 

First stop were roadside ditches where Banded Darters breed. We were not to be disappointed, as several 

of this lovely little dragonfly were seen, including newly emerged specimens and their exuviae. Almost as 

exciting was the presence of rather more Spotted Darters. Pam felt obliged to rescue a Green-eyed 

Hawker (it will always be Norfolk Hawker to Pam!) from a Wasp Spider's web. A Golden Oriole sang and 

was seen briefly and a Lesser Purple Emperor sat on the roadside. For the rest of the morning we 

returned to the canal at Valleé des Baux, where the Orange-spotted Emerald eventually appeared again, 

but there was no sign of the Violet Dropwing. Ian, Tony and Graham spotted a pair of Golden Orioles in 

trees across the canal, where a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker appeared briefly. 

 

We returned to the hotel for a cool lunch, after which we drove to the north-western fringe of Étang de 

Vaccarès, near Domain de Méjanes. A Vagrant Emperor appeared in flight briefly in front of us and 

several Whimbrels and Oystercatchers were new for the bird list. Repeating the pattern that had 

dominated the week, Red-veined Darters were everywhere, even rendering barbed wire fences quite 

attractive! Returning via Mas d'Agon, we saw a Little Bittern and a pair of Lesser Emperors flew past in 

tandem. 

 

Ann had taken the day off to be with an old friend: she reported back in the evening that she had seen a 

Red Squirrel, the only sighting of the week. 

Day 8 Wednesday 15th July 

Arles to Montpellier, return to Gatwick 

During a pre-breakfast walk on our final morning, George and Rhiannon saw a Wild Boar. After 

breakfast, we loaded the minibus and said goodbye to our lovely hosts. En route to Montpellier airport we 

stopped to check the marshes in the north-western part of the Camargue. From the road near Étang du 

Charnier we quickly saw Collared Pratincoles, 10 or more of which were feeding over the marshes, 

occasionally coming close to give us good views. The same area also yielded Night and Squacco Herons, 

two Purple Gallinules, Mediterranean Gulls and Little Terns. 

 

We got to the airport in good time for an easy check-in and leisurely lunch. Back at Gatwick we sailed 

quickly through passport control (almost without stopping!), bade fond farewells and made our separate 

ways home. 

Receive our E-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new 

dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Dragonflies & Damselflies ( = recorded but not counted) 

      July 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

1 
Western Willow Spreadwing 
(Willow Emerald Damselfly) 

Chalcolestes viridis        

2 
Robust Spreadwing 
(Scarce Emerald Damselfly) 

Lestes dryas        

3 Copper Demoiselle Calopteryx haemorrhoidalis               

4 Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens         

5 Orange Featherleg Platycnemis acutipennis        

6 White Featherleg Platycnemis latipes         

7 Small Red Damsel Ceriagrion tenellum         

8 
Mercury Bluet 
(Southern Damselfly) 

Coenagrion mercuriale         

9 Blue-eye Erythromma lindenii         

10 Small Redeye Erythromma viridulum         

11 Common Bluetail Ischnura elegans         

12 
Small Bluetail 
(Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly) 

Ischnura pumilio         

13 Green-eyed (Norfolk) Hawker Aeshna isosceles         

14 Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta         

15 Vagrant Emperor Anax ephippiger        

16 Blue Emperor Anax imperator         

17 Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope         

18 Western Spectre Boyeria irene         

19 Yellow Clubtail Gomphus simillimus         

20 Small Pincertail Onychogomphus forcipatus         

21 Large Pincertail Onychogomphus uncatus         

22 Common Goldenring Cordulegaster boltonii         

23 Orange-spotted Emerald Oxygastra curtisii         

24 Broad Scarlet (Darter) Crocothemis erythraea         

25 Blue (Scarce) Chaser Libellula fulva         

26 White-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum albistylum         

27 Southern Skimmer Orthetrum brunneum         

28 Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum         

29 Keeled Skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens         

30 Spotted Darter Sympetrum depressiusculum         

31 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii         

32 Banded Darter Sympetrum pedemontanum        

33 Violet Dropwing Trithemis annulata        

Birds (H = heard only)                   

1 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus            

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   H      

3 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis         

4 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo            

5 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus         

6 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax            

7 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis            

8 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides            

9 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta            
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

10 Great White Egret  Ardea alba         

11 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea            

12 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea            

13 White Stork Ciconia ciconia           

14 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia         

15 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus           

16 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber            

17 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor            

18 Greylag Goose  Anser anser            

19 Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna            

20 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos           

21 Gadwall Anas strepera         

22 Garganey Anas querquedula         

23 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca         

24 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata         

25 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina            

26 Black Kite Milvus migrans           

27 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus        

28 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus           

29 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus            

30 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus         

31 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo           

32 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus            

33 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni            

34 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa         

35 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus            

36 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus   H      

37 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio         

38 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus            

39 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra            

40 Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax         

41 Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus           

42 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus         

43 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus           

44 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta           

45 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola         

46 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius         

47 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus           

48 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus           

49 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea         

50 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata         

51 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus         

52 Common Redshank Tringa tetanus         

53 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia         

54 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola         

55 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus         

56 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleuca         

57 Mediterranean Gull  Ichthyaetus melanocephalus         

58 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei         

59 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus         
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

60 Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minimus         

61 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans           

62 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica           

63 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis         

64 Common Tern Sterna hirundo           

65 Little Tern Sternula albifrons           

66 Black Tern Chlidonias niger           

67 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus           

68 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse Pterocles alchata         

69 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia            

70 Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus            

71 Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur       H  H  H  

72 Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto            

73 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus           

74 Little Owl Athene noctua        

75 European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus  H      

76 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba         

77 Common Swift Apus apus           

78 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis         

79 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster            

80 European Roller  Coracias garrulus            

81 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops            

82 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis   H      

83 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor         

84 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis        H   

85 Crested Lark Galerida cristata            

86 Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla         

87 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra         

88 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris         

89 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica            

90 Common House Martin  Delichon urbica            

91 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris            

92 White Wagtail Motacilla alba         

93 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava         

94 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos        H    

95 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros            

96 European Stonechat Saxicola torquata         

97 Common Blackbird Turdus merula         

98 Zitting Cisticola (Fan-tailed Warbler) Cisticola juncidis           

99 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti     H  H   H H 

100 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus      H    H 

101 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus            

102 Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta     H       

103 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata         

104 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla     H H H H H H  

105 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala     H H      

106 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus         

107 Great Tit  Parus major         

108 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   H      

109 Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus         
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

110 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis         

111 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius    H     

112 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica            

113 Western Jackdaw  Corvus monedula            

114 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone            

115 Rook Corvus frugilegus        

116 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris            

117 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus            

118 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus            

119 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs  H       

120 European Serin  Serinus serinus         

121 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris         

122 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis            

123 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra         

Butterflies & Moths  (L = larva)                   

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon         

2 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podarlirius         

3 Large White Pieris brassicae           

4 Small White Pieris  rapae         

5 Bath White Pontia daplidice         

6 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea         

7 Wood White Leptidea sinapis         

8 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas         

9 Geranium Bronze Cacyreus marshalli         

10 Lang's Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirthous         

11 Short-tailed Blue Everes argiades         

12 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus         

13 Brown Argus Aricia agestis         

14 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus         

15 Lesser Purple Emperor Apatura ilia         

16 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta         

17 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui         

18 Comma Polygonum c-album         

19 Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe         

20 Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia         

21 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma         

22 Marbled White Melanargia galathea         

23 Iberian Marbled White Melanargia lachesis         

24 Striped Grayling Pseudotergumia fidia         

25 Great Banded Grayling Kanetisia circe         

26 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina         

27 Southern Gatekeeper Pyronia cecilia         

28 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus         

29 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria aegeria         

30 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera         

31 Mallow(-type) Skipper Carcharodus (alceae)         

32 Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum         

33 Jersey Tiger Euplagia quadripunctata         

34 Spurge Hawk-moth Hyles euphorbiae     L    
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Reptiles & Amphibians          

1 Stripeless Tree Frog Hyla meridionalis         

2 Iberian Water Frog Rana perezi         

3 European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis         

4 Red-eared Terrapin Trachemys scripta         

5 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica         

6 Western Green Lizard Lacerta bilineata         

7 Ocellated Lizard Timon lepidus         

8 Common/Iberian Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis/hispanica         

9 Snake sp. Serpentes         

Mammals 

Bat sp. Chiroptera Wild Boar Sus scrofa 

European (Brown) Hare Lepus europaeus Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 

Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus 

Coypu  Myocastor coypus   

Sundry species 

Red-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda germanica A horse fly Tabanus bovinus 

Blue-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda caerulescens Bee-fly sp. Bombyliidae 

Egyptian Grasshopper Anacridum aegyptium Robber-fly sp. Asilidae 

Large Conehead Ruspolia nitidula Mosquito sp. Culicidae 

White-fronted Wartbiter Decticus albifrons Mammoth Wasp Scolia flavifrons 

A predatory bush-cricket Saga pedo Paper Wasp Polistes gallicus 

A saddle-backed bush-cricket Ephippiger sp(p). A leaf-cutter bee Megachile sp. 

Marsh Cricket Pteronemobius heydenii Violet Carpenter Bee Xylocopa violacea 

Praying Mantis Mantis religiosa Rose Chafer Cetonia aurata 

A stick insect Phasmida Chequered beetle sp. Trichodes sp. 

Cicada Cicada orni A longhorn beetle Stictoleptura cordigera 

Small cicada sp(p). Cicadetta sp(p). ‘Lobed Wasp Spider’ Argiope lobata 

Minstrel Bug Graphosoma lineatum A large centipede Scolopendra cingulatus 

Firebug Pyrrhocoris apterus Common Carp Cyprinus carpio 

Mottle-winged Antlion Palpares libelluloides Ide Leuciscus idus 

Small antlion sp. Myrmeleonidae   

Selected Plants (with thanks to John Mason) 

Badassi,  Dorycnium rectum Beard Grass,  Polypogon monspeliensis 

Bermuda Grass,  Cynodon dactylon Birthwort,  Aristolochia clematitis 

Chicory,  Chichorium intybus Common Reed,  Phragmites australis 

Crown Vetch,  Securigera varia Downy Safflower,  Carthamus lanatus 

Downy Woundwort,  Stachys germanica Dragon's Teeth,  Tetragonolobus maritimus 

Dwarf Elder,  Sambucus ebulus Field Eryngo,  Eryngium campestre 
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Galingale ,  Cyperus longus Golden Samphire,  Inula crithmoides 

Golden Thistle,  Scolymus hispanicus Great Fen Sedge,  Cladium mariscus 

Great Reed ,  Arundo donax Hare's-tail Grass,  Lagurus ovatus 

Jersey Knapweed,  Centaurea paniculata Kermes Oak,  Quercus coccifera 

Lesser Bulrush,  Typha angustifolia Marsh Mallow,  Althaea officinalis 

Marsh Pea,  Lathyrus palustris Narrow Clover,  Trifolium angustifolium 

Red Star-thistle,  Centaurea calcitrapa Round-headed Clubrush,  Scirpoides holoschoenus 

Sea Holly,  Eryngium maritimum Sea Lavender sp.,  Limonium sp. 

Sea Rush,  Juncus maritimus Sharp Rush,  Juncus acutus 

Shrubby Hare's-ear,  Bupleurum fruticosum Shrubby Seablite,  Suaeda vera 

Slender Centaury,  Centaurium tenuiflorum Squirting Cucumber,  Ecballium elaterium 

Stinking Hawk's-beard,  Crepis foetida Strawberry Clover,  Trifolium fragiferum 

Tree Medick,  Medigago arborea Vervain ,  Verbena officinalis 

Virgin's Bower,  Clematis flammula Water Primrose,  Ludwigia grandiflora  

Wild Madder,  Rubia peregrina Yellow flax sp.,  Linum sp. 

Yellow Loosestrife ,  Lysimachia vulgaris Yellow Water-lily,  Nuphar lutea 

Naturetrek Facebook 

Many participants of Naturetrek tours like to remain in touch after the holiday, to share photos, 

comments and future travel plans.  

 

The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-

Holidays/9765181485. Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. Do 

please pay us a visit! 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
http://www.facebook.com/

