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Tour participants: Jason Mitchell and Ian Nicholson (leaders) with six Naturetrek Clients 

Summary 

Lying between two arms of the Rhône, the Camargue is Western Europe's largest river delta (750 km²), cut off 

from the sea by sandbars and encircled by reed-covered marshes. We spent much of our time exploring its 

meadows, ponds, salt pans and large lagoons or étangs. The region is famed for its migratory birds and more than 

400 species have been recorded but it is less well known for its impressive dragonfly fauna; we enjoyed both 

exciting groups while soaking up the region’s unique atmosphere, made all the more special by the celebrated 

Camargue horses (Camarguais) and cattle that roam widely and of course, Greater Flamingoes - the brine 

lagoons provide one of the few nesting sites in Europe for this iconic species. 

 

In addition to the Camargue, we also made visits to Les Alpilles and La Crau. The Massif des Alpilles is an 

extension of the much larger Luberon mountain range and although its highest point is a modest 498 m (1,634 

ft), it stands out impressively as it rises abruptly from the Rhône valley and from the flat, arid plain of La Crau. 

While visiting the Alpilles, we made a stop at Les Baux which is among the most stunning sites in Provence; 

perched high on a rocky outcrop with semi-troglodyte buildings and the remains of a castle set high on a ridge. 

Our time in La Crau was largely focussed on a small canal which is said to be one of the richest dragonfly sites in 

Europe and it didn’t disappoint! 

 

Based in a charming family run hotel near Arles, we were perfectly positioned to explore the vast Camargue to 

the south and La Crau and Les Alpilles to the east. The weather was typical for the season with settled, sunny 

conditions and temperatures in the high twenties/low thirties. We spent a thoroughly enjoyable and productive 

week exploring this famed region of France, along with some of its lesser known corners. By the end of our stay, 

we had amounted an impressive tally of species: 30 dragonflies, 28 butterflies and 108 species of bird, making 

this a tour that is sure to live long in our memories 

Day 1 Thursday 28th June 

With the flight arriving on time into Montpellier, we loaded the minibus and were soon heading east towards 

Arles. From the minibus we had our first taste of some of the region’s exciting wildlife; firstly the fairly common, 

yet elegant Black Kite followed by the rather prehistoric looking Glossy Ibis and, of course, our first flamingoes. 

Once at the hotel we settled into our rooms ahead of the first of many excellent evening meals. 

Day 2 Friday 29th June 

Waking to a clear blue sky, we met for breakfast then drove a short distance to the Aqueduct of Barbegal; a site 

best known for its Roman history but also excellent for its insect life. On our arrival, we were soon enjoying a 

feast of butterflies nectaring on the abundant wild flowers. Meadow Browns were common but it was their smart 

near-cousin, the Southern Gatekeeper, which caught our eye. Other more familiar species included Red Admiral, 

Painted Lady and Marbled White, while Great Banded Grayling was a new species for most. Perhaps predictably, 

given the large areas of bare ground, a Black-tailed Skimmer was the first dragonfly to make the tour list. At a 

viewpoint, we had brief flight views of a magnificent azure-blue Roller, but even this was eclipsed by a stunning 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_delta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phragmites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lagoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_flamingo
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Striped Grayling which perched briefly alongside a rather sombre but fascinating Winter Damselfly – this is the 

only European odonate to pass the winter in the adult stage. 

 

Returning to the minibus for refreshments, we spotted a female Red-veined Darter en-route which was perched 

high on the aqueduct, requiring the scope to be deployed! We then spent the second half of the morning 

exploring a very narrow stretch of water, which forms part of the Canal de la Vallée des Baux. We initially passed 

through an area of meadow which hosted many more Great Banded Graylings, our first Cleopatra and both 

species of Swallowtail butterflies – Scarce and ‘regular’. At the canal, Banded Demoiselles were the most obvious 

smaller species holding territory but careful searching also turned up the delicate White Featherleg and Common 

Bluetail damselfly. A rapid flying Large Pincertail required netting to confirm its identity and seemed content to 

pose for the cameras on its release. At the furthest point of our stroll, a sluice gate made a convenient perch for a 

rather handsome Southern Skimmer in its powder-blue finery. Having already amassed an impressive species list, 

we made the short journey back to the hotel spotting a Little Owl perched on a telegraph pole alongside the 

road. 

 

After a fine lunch followed by a siesta for some, we headed out once more but this time to the limestone peaks 

of Les Alpilles. Parked in an area of woodland, we set out on a short walk to a vantage point with extensive 

views over the Massif des Alpilles where a pair of Bonelli’s Eagles sometimes nest. Despite not seeing any eagles 

there were other interesting birds on show; a group of distant Alpine Swifts showed off their white bellies and a 

Crested Tit called noisily from the canopy. In such arid conditions some were surprised to find two species of 

dragonfly, with both Keeled and Southern Skimmers seen sunning themselves on the low scrub. Less of a 

surprise was the abundance of butterflies; two tricky to separate species, the Ilex and False Ilex Hairstreak were 

both present, while a worn Spotted Fritillary was less of a test.  

 

Following a picnic dinner we retraced our steps to Les Baux, an attractive little village rising from a steep and 

soaring rock outcrop. Here we scanned the limestone cliffs for Blue Rock Thrush and it was not long before one 

gave itself away, as a flurry of blue-black wings whirred between crags. Black Redstarts were easier to find, as 

they gave their distinctive and quirky songs from the castle ruins. Suddenly, a chorus of stuttering trills alerted us 

to an impressive forty-strong flock of Alpine Swifts careering around another outcrop opposite the village and 

they were soon joined by four equally noisy Ravens. In the surrounding garrigue - a low scrubland dominated by 

boxwood, juniper and aromatic herbs like thyme, rosemary, lavender or sage – a Cirl Bunting belted out its 

rattling refrain and a skulking Sardinian Warbler stayed hidden from sight.  

 

Our last stop of the day was timed to coincide with the most active period for Eagle Owls. So, in the fading light 

we found ourselves scanning a craggy mass of limestone for this exciting species and although our luck was out, 

we were delighted to hear the strange, mysterious ‘churring’ of at least two Nightjars. Returning to the bus we 

even caught site of a hawker dragonfly in the fading light! 

Day 3 Saturday 30th June 

Today our destination was the Marais du Vigueirat but a stop along the way produced several Banded 

Demoiselles, Small Redeye damselflies and our first Squacco Heron of the tour. To access the nature reserve, we 

made our way down a long drive which passed through pasture where several Bee-eaters graced fence posts. 

Entering the reserve, we were soon watching a group of four Wood Sandpipers, a Purple Heron and another 
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Squacco Heron. Moving on, a screen hide overlooked an area which at first glance seemed devoid of life but 

closer scrutiny revealed two firsts for the tour: White-tailed Skimmer and Lesser Emperor.  

 

In a ditch nearby, a Coypu went about its business just metres away and the same stretch of water was home to 

several Small Redeye damselflies. At a bridge, we paused to marvel at some other ‘dragonfly hunters’, as two 

Hobbies wheeled overhead! Returning to the visitor centre, we enjoyed our picnic in the shade from where we 

spotted a smart White Stork soaring on thermals amid the constant acoustic back-drop of calling Bee-eaters. 

After lunch we were joined by Livia, one of the reserve wardens, who guided us around some private areas of the 

reserve. 

 

At our first stop we climbed a lookout tower, where we gained our first views of Whiskered Terns. A willow-

lined track led to a spacious hide from where an impressive number of Spoonbills were seen as they either 

roosted – beak under wing  fashion – or gracefully ‘scythed’ the water in search of their aquatic prey. Green and 

Wood Sandpipers waded the shallows and a lone Egyptian Goose kept company with the commoner Greylags. 

Across the track a smaller hide gave further views of Whiskered Terns along with some Common Terns; the 

latter passing incredibly close to the hide as they hawked for insects. Returning to the visitor centre, we dropped 

off our guide and headed home with more Bee-eaters seen along the access track. Back at base, we freshened up 

ahead of another sumptuous dinner. 

Day 4 Sunday 1st July 

The morning was spent exploring the northern part of Camargue. Not far from the hotel, we made our first stop 

at a Bee-eater breeding colony along a dry bank and after a short wait we enjoyed great views of this rainbow-

coloured beauty. The area was criss-crossed by small channels and we stopped a number of times to look for 

dragons – one ditch in particular was very fruitful offering up our first Green-eyed Hawker and a number of 

Lesser Emperors and the surrounding field were pretty good too, with dozens of Glossy Ibis, Black-winged Stilts 

and Mediterranean Gulls. 

 

A short drive took us to a Bridge which served as a viewpoint over a canal and surrounding meadows. On 

leaving the minibus, raucous cries alerted us to two immature Great Spotted Cuckoos calling and chasing one 

another before eventually landing in a tree. In hot conditions, they stayed perched for several minutes allowing 

us all to profit from great scope-views and a few stealthy members of the group got close enough for some 

stunning photos. Before moving on, a Leopard Moth which had become entangled in a web, was carefully 

extricated. At the next stop, an immature male Keeled Skimmer was netted for closer examination before being 

released unharmed and a further stop near an old farm produced the expected but well appreciated Tree 

Sparrows. 

 

After another hearty picnic back at the hotel, we headed out to explore another section of the Baux Valley canal. 

Immediately on our arrival, the excitement commenced with brief views of an Orange-spotted Emerald as it 

hovered very close to us along the river bank. Moments later, a Pronged Clubtail landed on some brambles and 

was duly netted to confirm its identity – clubtails are notoriously tricky to separate and several species are known 

from the region! 
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Crossing the road, we walked a section of canal in pleasantly cool conditions under a high canopy of Poplars 

where masses of White Featherlegs perched on vegetation along with a few smart Orange Featherlegs; an eye-

catching member of an already attractive family. As ever, Banded Demoiselles were plentiful, while our one and 

only Willow Emerald Spreadwing of the tour posed for the cameras. In the same spot a showy Nightingale 

perched in full view and a tuneful Golden Oriole was seen several times as it flashed between trees in the canopy 

high above. Butterflies were in evidence too, with both Speckled Wood and Holly Blue common. 

Day 5 Monday 2nd July 

With a moth trap left running overnight, several of us assembled before breakfast to take a look at the ‘catch’ 

before all the moths were released unharmed. The biggest thrill was a haul of five different hawk-moths: 

Elephant, Small Elephant, Striped, Spurge and Lime. Other exciting finds included Goat Moth, Passenger, Four-

spotted and Pale Shoulder along with several thousand tiny yellow and black striped beetles. 

 

After breakfast we headed out on a much anticipated visit to the Crau - an arid, stony plain, looking rather like a 

semi-desert. For the morning we concentrated on the northern section but first stopped en-route at a promising 

looking area where we saw a fine male Golden Oriole and some nice butterflies including Mallow Skipper, Bath 

White and Small Copper. 

 

Arriving at the northern edge of the Crau, we made a short walk out onto the dry grasslands, where masses of 

grasshoppers jumped cross our paths and a stunning antlion managed to keep one hop ahead of us, making 

photographing it quite a challenge! 

 

Returning to the parking area, we concentrated on a narrow channel – in fact a drainage canal – and soon started 

to make some exciting finds. The most obvious insects flying were dozens of Copper Demoiselles along with 

another eye-catcher species, a Common Goldenring dragonfly of the southern European form with broader 

yellow stripes across the abdomen than that found in the UK. The next most obvious were the Southern 

Skimmers and Large Pincertails several of which perched frequently allowing those with cameras to capture 

some nice images. Careful searching in vegetation along the stream turned up several Mercury Bluets and a male 

was netted allowing us to observe the ‘mercury’ mark which gives the species its common name. Further hunting 

turned up at least one female-type Spotted Darter, and a single Small Pincertail. With our thoughts turning to 

lunch, a final scan along the edge of the canal turned up the tour’s one and only Yellow Clubtail, with a nice Red-

veined Darter perched close by. In all, an impressive twenty species of dragonfly were recorded during the 

morning! 

 

Lunch was taken under the shade of some trees near a bubbling brook which hosted another Common 

Goldenring and a ‘possible’ Western Spectre which narrowly avoided the tour list. 

 

After a short drive down the western side of the Crau, we entered the southern section along the edge of a 

Poplar plantation which was home to a pair of Rollers and a Hoopoe which perched briefly on a fence. At the 

end of a bumpy track we parked at some small stone buildings which once housed livestock, but which have 

now been converted to offer nest sites for Lesser Kestrels – a small falcon with a liking for colonial nesting. And 

sure enough, dozens of these attractive birds where seen at close quarters as they went about their business and 

at one point were seen to mob a Black Kite that wandered a little too close for comfort. Another species known 
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for its liking of arid terrain – the Stone Curlew – had been playing hard to get all morning but a final scan 

produced a pair and with the scope trained on them, we all marvelled at their cryptic plumage and equally 

discreet movements as they moved stealthily out of view. Black Kites were ever present but a different raptor 

proved to be a male Montagu’s Harrier but sadly it only ever flew away from us. However, a group of four 

Tawny Pipits kept our minds off the bumpy ride as we returned to the main road and eventually on to the hotel. 

Day 6 Tuesday 3rd July 

The morning started with a drive down the eastern shore of Etang de Vaccarès, where we stopped at various 

viewpoints; the first produced distant views of a large flock of Greater Flamingos, dozens of Great Crested 

Grebes and various ducks but the highlight was a swift fly-by from three Collared Pratincoles. The next stop 

offered fewer flamingos but these were much closer and accompanied by a lot of Black-winged Stilts, while 

across the road a White Stork had its hands full with a nest fit to burst with six well grown chicks. 

 

At a nearby visitor centre, a baby bat seen clinging to the wall below a notice board alerted us to a colony located 

between the wall and board. And with a little encouragement, ‘junior’ re-joined his siblings. Leaving the centre, 

we were faced with an adult Black-winged Stilt on the road and soon realised it was escorting its three chicks to 

safety. After lunch in a picnic area, we made a stop in Salin de Giraud for a welcome ice-cream and coffee. 

 

The afternoon was spent exploring extensive salt pans to the south where the theme of ‘babies’ continued, this 

time a young Avocet chick pursued its parent in the hope of a free meal. For a few kilometres the road ran 

parallel with the Rhône and it was here we spotted a group of six Black Terns hawking and skimming food from 

the river’s surface. Moments later, more terns were spotted roosting on a sand bank in a lagoon adjacent to the 

Mediterranean Sea. The flock consisted of various gulls and three species of tern: Sandwich, Common and Little 

but it was a fine adult Slender-billed Gull that stole the show. 

 

Turning back towards the hotel, we stopped to climb a mound that gave impressive views over the surrounding 

salt pans. A small warbler was seen buzzing around in the Sea Purslane and we eventually enjoyed cracking views 

of a handsome male Spectacled Warbler. Back at the minibus two stilt chicks fed at the edge of a creek and using 

the bus as a hide we managed to get close for some photos and a few kilometres further on we did the same 

again, but this time we were at last looking at some Collared Pratincoles – what a way to end the day! 

Day 7 Wednesday 4th July 

A pre-breakfast walk turned up some Tree Sparrows and a cracking Little Owl, but the biggest surprise was our 

second Orange-spotted Emerald of the week! 

 

After breakfast we headed to the ornithological park in the western Camargue.  Although the heart of the park is 

home to some captive and feral populations, the outlying reserve is wild. Passing over a bridge that separates the 

two parts we paused to enjoy elevated views over the park and loitered in the hope of spotting the Great Reed 

Warbler that was belting out its harsh song in the reeds below. Arriving at a hide we were amazed to find no 

fewer than fifteen Spotted Redshanks gracing the shallows, and with some still in their summer finery – black 

with fine white flecks. A Spoonbill almost went unnoticed, as did a Greenshank which was also in its breeding 
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plumage, something rarely seen in the UK as most have already moulted. Terns were also out in force, with a 

small group containing Gull-billed, Common and Little. 

 

With time marching on, we headed back to the vehicle past the mixed heron and egret colony, where a baby 

Coypu was a popular find. Most of flamingos here are in fact wild birds, drawn in by the offer of easy food and 

they seemed more than comfortable with the assembled paparazzi! 

 

After lunch back at base, we made our way to a site known for Banded Darter but sadly on our arrival we 

discovered the ditch was dry so we decided to head back to the excellent canal on the Crau. Soon after our 

arrival, a Small Pincertail was netted allowing those yet to ‘connect’ with this fascinating species a close-up view. 

Again, Copper Demoiselles were everywhere as were Large Pincertails and we all enjoyed a pleasant stroll along 

this amazing dragonfly site one last time. 

 

Having missed out on a probable Western Spectre a few days earlier, we returned to the picnic area and on 

approaching the stream to our amazement there was our target species patrolling in the shade, a habit typical of 

the species and the reason it’s also known as the Dusk Hawker. After a few minutes and a failed effort with the 

net which sent it into hiding, it was almost immediately replaced by a Common Goldenring dragonfly that was 

clearly ‘time sharing’ the stream with its look-a-like. 

Day 8 Thursday 5th July 

Having said our farewells to the hotel staff, we made an indirect return to the airport as our flight wasn’t until the 

afternoon. Our first stop was at a traditional nest site for White Storks and true to form, we found an 

impressively large nest perched high on an equally ancient tower – quite how many generations of storks had 

used the site can only be guessed at. However, the three well grown chicks were oblivious to our musings and 

were just concerned with stretching their wings in eager anticipation of their upcoming maiden flights. 

 

At nearby Etang du Charnier, two sightings of Little Bittern were brief but well received by those quick enough 

to find the birds before they dropped back down into the reeds. A quartering Marsh Harrier was an easier 

subject, as were a mixed flock of terns hawking over the adjacent canal. After our last picnic together in the 

grounds of a nearby visitor centre, we made our way to the airport spying more Glossy Ibis and flamingos along 

the way. Our flight was delayed somewhat, but other than that we had a trouble free journey back to the UK 

where we said our goodbyes and went our separate ways after an excellent holiday in this attractive part of 

southern France. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      June/July 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus     3     30+     

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis       h         

3 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo     6     10+     

4 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax      2       1   

5 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis          

6 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides     2 1   1 1   

7 Little Egret Egretta garzetta            

8 Great White Egret Egretta alba 1   5+     3     

9 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  1    1     

10 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 1   10+ 3   1    

11 White Stork Ciconia ciconia     5+    12+ 20+   

12 Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia     50+     1 1   

13 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 3   20+        

14 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber     80+         

15 Mute Swan Cygnus olor     10+   8 50+    

16 Greylag Goose Anser anser     6+           

17 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna           6 5   

18 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos          30+    

19 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina     2           

20 Black Kite Milvus migrans    8+      

21 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus                

22 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus     3       2   

23 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus       1         

24 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 1 1     1   2   

25 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus       1 1 1     

26 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   2  2       

27 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni         30+       

28 Hobby Falco subbuteo     3           

29 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus             1   

30 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa         7+       

31 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus     6       6+   

32 Coot Fulica atra              

33 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus         1       

34 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 2   30+     200    

35 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta           4     

36 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola           6     

37 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius                 

38 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus           5     

39 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus           8 4   

40 Redshank Tringa totanus             1   

41 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus             15+   

42 Greenshank Tringa nebularia             1   

43 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola     5     1     

44 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos     1 1   1     

45 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus       6+         

46 Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus           15+     

47 Slender-billed Gull Larus genei                 
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      June/July 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

48 Little Gull Larus minutus           

49 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus          

50 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans    20+ 1    12+   

51 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica           75+     

52 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis              

53 Common Tern Sterna hirundo           2 2   

54 Little Tern Sternula albifrons     1     1     

55 Caspian Tern Sterna caspia           6     

56 Black Tern Chlidonias niger     2           

57 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus                 

58 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus          

59 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia          

60 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto          

61 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur   h h 2h h h h   

62 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   h 3h 3   1 h   

63 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius       2         

64 Little Owl Athene noctua   1     1   1   

65 Nightjar Capromulgus europea   2h             

66 Alpine Swift Apus melba   35+             

67 Common Swift Apus apus          

68 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis     1 2         

69 Bee-eater Merops apiaster     40+ 20+       

70 Roller Coracias garrulus   4   3 4   4   

71 Hoopoe Upupa epops         1 2     

72 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis       1h   1     

73 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major           1     

74 Skylark Alauda arvensis   1          

75 Crested Lark Galerida cristata     2 2      

76 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris   5+             

77 Swallow Hirundo rustica           

78 House Martin Delichon urbica                

79 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris         3       

80 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava     2 1   3     

81 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos   h 2 1 h 1 h   

82 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   3   1         

83 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius   3             

84 Blackbird Turdus merula   h             

85 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis     3+ 5+        

86 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti     1 5+        

87 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus       1     1   

88 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus     1 h     2   

89 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta           3     

90 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata           2     

91 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla     1h 1h     h   

92 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala   1 3+       1   

93 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus   h             

94 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus       5+         

95 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris            

96 Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus       1 h       

97 Jay Garrulus glandarius   h             

98 Magpie Pica pica          
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      June/July 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

99 Jackdaw Corvus monedula          

100 Carrion Crow Corvus corone           

101 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus       2     1   

102 House Sparrow Passer domesticus          

103 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   2             

104 Serin Serinus serinus   2             

105 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis          

106 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra         1 1     

107 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   1             

108 Raven Corvus corax   3             

109 Woodlark Lullula arborea   1h             

110 Egyptian goose Alopochen aegyptiaca     1           

Damselflies                   

1 Western Willow Spreadwing  Chalcolestes viridis       1         

2 Winter Damselfly  Sympecma fusca   1             

3 Copper Demoiselle   Calopteryx haemorrhoidalis               

4 Banded Demoiselle   Calopteryx splendens            

5 Orange Featherleg  Platycnemis acutipennis                

6 White Featherleg  Platycnemis latipes            

7 Small Red Damsel  Ceriagrion tenellum   1             

8 Mercury Bluet  Coenagrion mercuriale               

9 Azure Bluet  Coenagrion puella                

10 Blue-eye  Erythromma lindenii                

11 Small Redeye  Erythromma viridulum             

12 Common Bluetail  Ischnura elegans          

Dragonflies                   

13 Green-eyed Hawker  Aeshna isosceles        1   1   

14 Blue Emperor  Anax imperator      1 2   2 1 

15 Lesser Emperor  Anax parthenope       1 1 1   

16 Western Spectre Boyeria irene             1   

17 Pronged Clubtail Gomphus graslini       1         

18 Yellow Clubtail  Gomphus simillimus         1       

19 Small Pincertail  Onychogomphus forcipatus         1   1   

20 Large Pincertail  Onychogomphus uncatus   3           

21 Common Goldenring  Cordulegaster boltonii         3   1   

22 Orange-spotted Emerald Oxygastra curtisii       1     1   

23 Broad Scarlet  Crocothemis erythraea          

24 Blue Chaser  Libellula fulva              

25 White-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum albistylum       1   1   

26 Southern Skimmer  Orthetrum brunneum             

27 Black-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum           

28 Keeled Skimmer  Orthetrum coerulescens   1   1       

29 Spotted Darter  Sympetrum depresssiusculum         2       

30 Red-veined Darter  Sympetrum fonscolombii    1     1       

Butterflies                   

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon   3 3         

2 Scarce Swallowtail Papilio alexanor    1 1 1      
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      June/July 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

3 Small White Pieris rapae           

4 Large White Pieris brassicae              

5 Green-veined White Pieris napi                

6 Bath White Pontia daplidice   1           

7 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea       1 2 1     

8 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra    1          

9 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas        1       

10 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus        2       

11 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus           

12 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta                

13 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui               

14 Small Tortoiseshell Aglias urticae                

15 Comma Polygonia c-album       1         

16 Glanville Fritillary Meliaea cinxia                

17 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didima   2             

18 Marbled White Melanargia galathea             

19 Striped Grayling Hipparchia fidia   1             

20 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe         1   

21 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina            

22 Southern Gatekeeper Pyronia cecilia               

23 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus            

24 Specked Wood Pararge aegeria               

25 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera           

26 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae         1   1   

27 Ilex hairstreak Satyrium ilicis   3             

28 False ilex hairstreak Satyrium esculi   1             

Moths 

Burnet Companion, Euclidia glyphica Spurge Hawk-moth, Hyles euphorbiae 

Hummingbird Hawk-moth, Macroglossum stellatum Small elephant Hawk-moth, Deilephila porcellus 

Elephant Hawk-moth, Deilephila elpenor Lime Hawk-moth, Mimas tiliae 

Striped Hawk-moth, Hyles livornica Jersey Tiger, Euplagia quadripunctata 

Silver Y, Autographa gamma Transparent Burnet, Zygaena purpuralis 

Vestal, Rhodometra sacraria Garrigues burnet, Zygaena erythrus 

Goat moth, Cossus cossus Leopard moth, Zeuzera pyrina 

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Stripeless Tree Frog, Hyla meridionalis Iberian Water Frog, Rana perezi 

European Pond Terrapin, Emys orbicularis Moorish Gecko, Tarentola mauritanica 

Common Wall Lizard, Podarcis muralis Viperine snake, Natrix maura 

Mammals 

Coypu, Myocastor coypus Rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus 

Pipistrelle bat, Pipistrellus pipistrellus  

Other insects 

Red-winged Grasshopper, Oedipoda germanica White-fronted Wartbiter, Decticus albifrons 

A small mantis, Ameles decolor Cicada, Cicada orni 
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Minstrel Bug, Graphosoma lineatum Mottled-winged Antlion, Palpares libelluloides 

Paper Wasp, Polistes gallicus Violet Carpenter Bee, Xylocopa violacea 

Rose Chafer, Cetonia aurata Wasp spider, Argiope bruennichi 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Striped Hawk-moth by Jason Mitchell Spotted Redshank by Ian Nicholson 


