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Tour participants: Jason Mitchell and Ian Nicholson (leaders) with 14 Naturetrek clients 

Summary  

Lying between two arms of the Rhône, the Camargue is Western Europe's largest river delta (750 km²), cut off 

from the sea by sandbars and encircled by reed-covered marshes. We spent much of our time exploring its 

meadows, ponds, salt pans and large lagoons or étangs. The region is famed for its migratory birds. More than 400 

species have been recorded but it is less well known for its impressive dragonfly fauna. We enjoyed both exciting 

animal groups while soaking up the region’s unique atmosphere made all the more special by the celebrated 

Camargue horses (Camarguais) and cattle that roam widely and of course, Greater Flamingos - the brine lagoons 

provide one of the few nesting sites in Europe for this iconic species. 

 

In addition to the Camargue, we also made visits to Les Alpilles and La Crau. The Massif des Alpilles is an 

extension of the much larger Luberon mountain range and although its highest point is a modest 498 metres 

(1,634 feet), it stands out impressively as it rises abruptly from the Rhône valley and from the flat, arid plain of 

the Crau. While visiting Alpilles, we made a stop at Les Baux which is among the most stunning sites in 

Provence. It is perched high on a rocky outcrop with semi-troglodyte buildings and the remains of a castle set 

high on the ridge. Our time in the Crau was largely focused on a small canal which is said to be one of the richest 

dragonfly sites in Europe and it didn’t disappoint! 

 

Based in a charming family run hotel near Arles, we were perfectly positioned to explore the vast Camargue to 

the south and La Crau and Les Alpilles to the east. Typical of the season, we experienced wall-to-wall sunshine 

but it was rather hotter than usual – we mostly experienced temperatures in the mid-thirties but on one day the 

mercury hitting a record-breaking 44°C! We spent a thoroughly enjoyable and productive week exploring this 

famed region of France, along with some of its lesser known corners. By the end of our stay, we had amounted 

an impressive tally of species: 28 dragonflies, 26 butterflies and 107 species of bird, making this a tour one that is 

sure to live long in our memories. 

Day 1 Thursday 27th June 

With the flight arriving on time into Montpellier, we loaded our thankfully air-conditioned minibuses in 37°C 

and were soon heading east towards Arles. From the minibuses we had our first taste of some of the region’s 

exciting wildlife; firstly the fairly common, yet elegant Black Kite followed by the rather exotic Bee-eater. Once at 

the hotel we settled into our comfortable rooms ahead of the first of many excellent evening meals. 

Day 2 Friday 28th June 

Waking to a clear blue skies and temperatures already well into the twenties, we met for breakfast then drove the 

short distance to the Aqueduct of Barbegal, a site best known for its Roman history but also excellent for its 

insect life. Before reaching the parking area, we spied a Roller perched on a telegraph wire which prompted an 

unplanned stop for better views. We did re-find the bird, if only briefly, but having left the minibus, the group 

took a little look around the surrounding area. We found a number of Southern Gatekeepers and a Keeled 

Skimmer along with our first Great Banded Grayling of the tour. On our arrival at the viaduct, things were slow 

at first but we were soon admiring a fine Scarce Swallowtail and more Southern Gatekeepers that were nectaring 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crau
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on an abundance of wild flowers. Other more familiar species included Small Copper, Brown Argus and Painted 

Lady. At a viewpoint over the Roman mill, we had brief flight views of another magnificent azure-blue Roller 

and a Turtle Dove, but these were both eclipsed by a large and striking Mottled-winged Antlion. Returning to the 

minibus for water, a female Keeled Skimmer was spotted and this was closely followed by a Southern Skimmer 

with the similarity of the latter, also a female, prompting confusion with Broad Scarlet, but closer examination 

dispelled any doubt. 

 

In very hot temperatures, we returned to the buses and took on some much needed water. During this time 

Steve found a stunning Orange-spotted Emerald hung up in a tree but, unfortunately, it flew before everyone got 

to see it. Crossing the road, we began exploring an area of small channels where we immediately connected with 

White Featherleg and Banded Demoiselle. However, the biggest surprise came in the form of a Western Spectre 

which was patrolling the stream and moments later this was joined by another Orange-spotted Emerald. As the 

morning progressed we added yet more dragonflies, including Red-veined Darter, some wonderful pastel-blue 

Southern Skimmers and the similar but smaller male Keeled Skimmer, before eventually returning to the hotel 

for lunch.  

 

With the group enjoying a siesta over the hottest part of the day, we reassembled at 4pm and headed back 

towards the Vallée des Baux where we visited a canal and almost at once spotted several Small Red-eyed 

Damselfly in the company of the related Blue-eye. A Blue Chaser, complete with mating scars, was perched on a 

branch overhanging the water. A bright flash of blue alerted us to a Kingfisher as it sped by. As we looked on 

both Broad Scarlet and Red-veined Darters joined the party. It was a little hard to keep track of the damselflies 

with these tiny insects perched and flying in every direction but then Jenna picked out a particularly interesting-

looking individual. This proved to be a beautiful male Orange Featherleg. With time getting on and temperatures 

not abating, we decided to return to the hotel with some of the group choosing to cool off in the pool ahead of 

dinner. 

Day 3 Saturday 29th June 

Our first stop of the day was next to a canal, where we spotted Small Red-eyed Damselfly, Banded Demoiselle, 

Orange-spotted Emerald and Blue Chaser. A Night Heron flew over while a Yellow Wagtail sat in a field. A 

Nightingale also gave us some brief verses. On the entrance track to the Marais du Vigueirat nature reserve, we 

stopped to watch some Bee-eaters on the fence and were delighted to find a Roller in their company. Arriving at 

the visitor centre, we headed out on a circular walk of the public area. Soon after setting out we stopped to 

observe an area of marshland where two Green Sandpipers and a single Wood Sandpiper were spotted. In the 

same area a number of Night Herons flew over followed by a Purple Heron, but a Squacco Heron was the 

highlight.  

 

Dragonflies were much in evidence with Broad Scarlet being common, but a very active Lesser Emperor was the 

better find. Moving on, we walked a reed-lined path and a Stripeless Tree Frog was a particular popular find, 

with it resting on a leaf and allowing some very close macro photography. From a gap in the reeds we were able 

to observe an open body of water where a Coypu was feeding actively and a number of White-tailed Skimmers 

were actively zipping over the water. At strategic points we stopped to observe different areas of the reserve with 

Common Blue-tail and Small Red-eyed Damselfly being particularly common. Temperatures had begun to rise 

steeply and, arriving at the canal, we were pleased to find some shade. In the same area a Western Green Lizard 
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showed briefly at the side of the path. It was a particularly fine adult male sporting a very bright green colour and 

blue throat. At the end of the tow path we walked an open section eventually arriving at a bird hide where we 

had excellent views out over a marshy pool. Birds were particularly numerous but firstly our attention was drawn 

to two Wild Boar on the far side of the marsh. Both animals seemed to be rather young and still showed signs of 

their juvenile striped coats. Black-winged Stilts were particularly numerous and very obvious, courtesy of their 

constant bickering calls. A number of Common Terns were nesting on a tern raft and at one point they 

intercepted a Black Kite, chasing it off aggressively. A Green Sandpiper flew over calling briefly.  

 

Arriving back at the visitor centre we enjoyed our picnic lunch in the shade, treating ourselves to ice creams to 

finish off. The rest of the afternoon was occupied with a visit to the private section of the reserve under the 

close guidance of Livia, our local guide for the afternoon. Pausing briefly on the track, she explained the set-up 

with a wind turbine and a project to monitor any bird strike. Further along, a Glossy Ibis flew up from the field 

and several Bee-eaters perched on a dead tree. Eventually, we parked up at the end of a track where a Black Kite 

reluctantly flew off. Here we climbed a tower hide where we were given an introduction to the area. We then 

walked to a couple of hides, the last was particularly productive with a flock of over 100 Spoonbills roosting at 

the far side of the lake. There was also a single Avocet along with several Shelduck. From another hide three 

Gull-billed Terns flew over but it was an immature Little Grebe that was perhaps the most popular find. Several 

Great Egrets were also active in the area. Returning to the vehicles, we dropped our guide at the visitor centre 

and headed back to the hotel, with many of the group again enjoying a cooling dip in the hotel swimming pool 

before dinner. 

Day 4 Sunday 30th June 

With a moth trap set overnight, we assembled after breakfast to inspect the insect contents within, all of which 

were released unharmed. It was immediately clear that very warm overnight temperatures had seen an 

exceptional catch. Some of the highlights included several hawk-moths including Convolvulus, Striped and 

Spurge along with two Goat Moths and a Lappet. Other notable, if less showy species, included Passenger, 

Geometrician and Sorcerer. In total over 80 different species were caught, made up of over 200 individuals! 

Following the very successful trapping session which also caught a stunning and very popular Pine Chafer, we 

undertook a short walk along the canal leading out from the hotel. Temperatures were particularly high, and we 

kept the walk relatively short, but we did see a distant Roller for our efforts.  

 

Lunch was enjoyed in the climate-controlled conditions of the hotel conference suite, after which we enjoyed an 

afternoon exploring the mediaeval city of Arles. The city has a long history, and was of considerable importance 

in the Roman province of Gallia Narbonensis. The Roman and Romanesque Monuments of Arles are listed 

as UNESCO World Heritage Sites and most of the group made a visit to the impressive two-tiered Roman 

amphitheatre which is probably the most-visited and prominent tourist attraction in the area. Others visited the 

Cryptoporticus which is formed by three double, parallel underground tunnels arranged in the form of a ‘U’ and 

supported by 50 piers. It proved to be the perfect place to cool off before returning to the city above, where a 

nearby 20-metre-high Roman obelisk dominates the centre of the spina of the former Roman circus of Arles. 

Even the busy streets had some notable wildlife with a fly-over Mediterranean Gull, numerous Black Redstarts 

and a handful of Black Kites. Returning to the hotel, several of the group had a dip in the pool before we 

assembled for another fine dinner. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_province
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallia_Narbonensis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arles,_Roman_and_Romanesque_Monuments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_circus
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Day 5 Monday 1st July 

At breakfast Steve reported a sighting of a Beech Martin on his pre-breakfast walk. Leaving the hotel, we made 

our way to the ornithological park on the west side of Camargue spotting a Short-toed Eagle perched in a dead 

tree en route. After passing through reception, we walked through the edge of the collection area where a 

Nightingale sat out in the open in the White Stork enclosure! Passing down a narrow path, presumably the same 

bird was out in the open, singing. We also saw a number of White Featherleg damselflies in the company of a 

single juvenile Orange Featherleg. We stopped to watch a number of Night Herons clambering in low trees 

before crossing over the bridge to the first bird hide. From here, we spotted four Spoonbills feeding on the far 

side of the lake and, closer to the hide, a number of Avocets and several Black-winged Stilts were busy feeding. 

Returning to the collection area, we climbed a platform with wide-ranging views across a reed bed. We spotted a 

skulking Western Swamphen and a fluffy stilt chick. From the middle of the public area we enjoyed amazing 

views of the heron colony. Several Grey Herons had chicks in all stages of development but the heronry was 

dominated by Little Egrets and these too had many chicks. Cattle Egret was also present but in smaller numbers. 

We also enjoyed amazing views of wild Greater Flamingos and some of the group spotted a Little Bittern as it 

flew across some open water. 

 

After our picnic lunch we moved onto Mas d’Agon where we stopped to explore the river and a Bee-eater 

colony. A little further on we stopped to explore an interesting waterway and were rewarded with views of 

White-tailed, Black-tailed and Keeled Skimmers and these were joined by a number of Reed Leopard moths. We 

then stopped where several Glossy Ibis and Black-winged Stilts were feeding in a marshy area. To our surprise 

several Whimbrel were feeding alongside them and three Whiskered Terns flew over. At a farmhouse, a small 

flock of Tree Sparrows kept us entertained while we searched in vain for one of the Stone-curlews which often 

frequent the area. After this, we headed back to the hotel. 

Day 6 Tuesday 2nd July 

The day started very well, with Steve finding and photographing a Vagrant Emperor in the ditch which runs 

alongside the hotel. Heading out, we soon stopped along a woodland edge where in an adjacent field a Roller 

posed beautifully in the same tree as two Bee-eaters. The area is often good for woodpeckers on account of the 

many large mature trees present with several in a state of decay, but on this occasion they kept silent. But we 

were rewarded with a fine Spurge Hawk-moth caterpillar which was well-photographed. Another surprise was a 

singing Nightingale which gave its liquid phrases while in full view perched on a track! Arriving at Étang de 

Vaccarès, we made several stops along the lake shore, enjoying distant views of large numbers of Greater 

Flamingos, while closer to, Black-winged Stilts quarrelled, two Little Terns sat on a sandbank and our first 

Kentish Plover of the tour was seen running on the bare sand. However, it was flight views of two Collared 

Pratincole which created the most excitement. In an adjacent old oak tree a White Stork nest held several young 

birds. Stopping at the visitor centre, we checked out the Pipistrelle bat colony which is bizarrely situated behind a 

noticeboard! Leaving the lake we made a tour cross-country stopping to walk along fields which often hold 

Collared Pratincole. Although on this occasion they weren't seen, we did enjoy excellent views of two more 

White Stork nests complete with ‘teenage’ youngsters eager to fledge. A Melodious Warbler sang from deep 

cover and a Tawny Pipit gave its distinctive flight song, while a pair of Common Blue butterflies were seen 

mating on the roadside. Heading off for lunch, we did eventually spot a Collared Pratincole which made a close 
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pass over the minibuses but, sadly, it didn't stay around long enough for everyone to connect with this elegant 

species. 

 

Lunch was enjoyed in the shade of some pine trees, after which we moved on to the local village where we 

enjoyed refreshments and the abundant local Common Swifts which numbered over a hundred. From here a 

short drive took us to some disused salt pans, where we looked on in awe at the huge number of feeding Black-

winged Stilts, numbering in their hundreds. Avocets were also present, if in much lower numbers. After 

scrutinizing the Black-headed Gulls we eventually found our first Slender-billed Gull. Moving on we made 

another stop where Gull-billed and Little Terns were seen but two Black Terns created the most interest. 

Heading towards the coast the Gull-billed Terns gave way to Sandwich Terns and we eventually spotted more 

Slender-billed Gulls, some sporting a delicate pink flush to their breast so typical of this sought-after species. 

Having reached the coast, we relaxed for a short while before heading back to the ferry crossing over the River 

Rhone. Once on the other side, we dropped into a site which has previously held Banded Darters, but sadly on 

this occasion we drew a blank. A short drive later and we arrived back at the hotel to enjoy yet another excellent 

dinner. 

Day 7 Wednesday 3rd July 

Today we headed to the bizarre, semi-desert-like La Crau. On the approach road we stopped at an area which is 

good for birds and butterflies. We weren't disappointed! Great Reed Warbler and Golden Oriole made brief 

appearances along with a cracking Short-toed Eagle which posed for 10 minutes on a telegraph pole. A number 

of Painted Lady butterflies were noted, but Bath Whites were by far the most numerous insect and a small 

species of Antlion added interest. Continuing our journey, we stopped to observe a family of Sardinian Warblers 

which were making their way down the road in front of the buses. In the same area, a Roller was perched on a 

telegraph wire and four White Storks searched a ploughed field for worms and larvae. Arriving at the Crau, most 

of the group made a sortie along the central track, where Tawny Pipit, Woodlark and Short-toed Lark made it 

onto the tour list. Others made a start looking for dragonflies along the canal and were shortly joined by the rest 

of the group. People were amazed at the numbers and diversity of dragonflies on this small but important 

waterbody which is afforded European protection for its wildlife value. Demoiselles were initially the most 

obvious, with the familiar Banded being especially common, but this species was also joined by the darker 

Copper Demoiselle. Several Golden-ringed Dragonflies were soon on the wing, along with a Western Spectre 

which cruised a shaded area close to the bridge. Other, now more-familiar species from earlier in the tour, 

included Southern and Keeled Skimmers and more than one Lesser Emperor. As we continued our exploration 

of the stream, we started to find dozens of Large Pincertails but closer examination was required to pick out its 

near cousin the Small Pincertail. Several Blue-eye damselflies were noted in more open stretches and the equally 

small Mercury Bluet was a new addition to the list. The greatest surprise however, was a species of clubtail 

dragonfly and one which has not been noted on previous visits to the Camargue - a River Clubtail. As we 

continued our search, several birds also put in an appearance. A huge flock of 80 or more Black Kites were seen 

circling over the open plains, dozens of Lesser Kestrel were hunting nearby, and the fluty notes of a Woodlark 

filled the air.  

 

With lunch fast approaching, we returned a few kilometres up the road to a picnic site alongside a small stream. 

This provided plenty of shade and it was here we had our picnic. Metres away, we enjoyed close views of a 

Golden-ringed Dragonfly. Following a coffee, we made a visit to a canal in the Baux Valley where we spotted a 
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Viperine Snake, Lesser Purple Emperor and our first Small Red Damselfly of the week. After this, a short 

journey took us to the attractive village of La Baux de Provence, which rises steeply from a soaring rocky 

outcrop. Here some of the group visited the old town, while others made a short walk in search of birds. From 

the base of the cliff, we scanned the limestone for a Blue Rock Thrush, but to no avail; however, several Black 

Redstarts were easier to find as they gave their distinctive and quirky songs from the castle ruins. Suddenly, a 

chorus of stuttering trills alerted us to a flock of Alpine Swifts, which were joined by a group of Crag Martins 

careering around an outcrop opposite the village. Some equally noisy Ravens flew overhead. In the surrounding 

garrigue - a low scrubland dominated by boxwood, juniper and aromatic herbs like thyme, rosemary, lavender or 

sage – a Cirl Bunting belted out its rattling refrain and a skulking Sardinian Warbler stayed hidden from sight. 

With the group reunited, we returned to the hotel for the last dinner of the tour. 

Day 8 Thursday 4th July 

Having said our farewells to the hotel staff, we made an indirect return to the airport with several hours to spare 

before our flight. Our first stop was at a traditional nesting site for White Storks and here we found the 

impressively large nest perched high on an equally ancient tower – quite how many generations of storks had 

used the site can only be guessed at. An adjacent marshy area was very productive with various waterbirds on 

show. Both Green and Wood Sandpiper were numerous as well as Black-winged Stilt, Cattle Egret and Glossy 

Ibis. The greatest surprise, however, was a Squacco Heron which stepped out from the reeds, remaining in full 

views for some minutes. 

 

After a quick detour via the visitor centre, we continued along a road with a canal on one side and Étang 

Charnier on the other. We were watching several Gull-billed Terns flying with their common cousin when 

suddenly a small heron flew down the canal towards us. As it grew closer the distinctive white ovals on its wing 

covers declared it to be a Little Bittern. To our great fortune, it landed immediately opposite the buses and we 

enjoyed excellent views for several minutes as it fished, before flying off once more. Further on, we made a stop 

where we noted several Lesser Emperors flying over the canal, along with Small Red-eyed Damselfly and 

Common Blue-tail.  

 

Our next stop was at the Tower of Carbonnière where a climb to the top gave wonderful 360° views of the 

surrounding Camargue landscape. Tree Sparrows were nesting in the tower and from the top we spotted our first 

Greenshank of the tour. Other birds included Lapwing, both Little and Great Egrets and a Purple Heron which 

was spotted fishing at the edge of the reed bed.  

 

From here we travelled to the attractive town of Aigue Mortes, spending a pleasant hour enjoying our final 

picnic lunch of the tour at a nearby visitor centre. We then made the short journey to the airport, spying more 

Glossy Ibis and Greater Flamingos along the way. Our flight was on time and we made a trouble-free journey to 

the UK. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Odonata (✓=recorded but not counted) 

      June-July 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 

1 Copper Demoiselle   Calopteryx haemorrhoidalis             ✓   

2 Banded Demoiselle   Calopteryx splendens ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3 Orange Featherleg  Platycnemis acutipennis ✓     ✓         

4 White Featherleg  Platycnemis latipes ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 Small Red Damsel  Ceriagrion tenellum             ✓   

6 Mercury Bluet  Coenagrion mercuriale             ✓   

7 Blue-eye  Erythromma lindenii ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 Small Redeye  Erythromma viridulum ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 

9 Common Bluetail  Ischnura elegans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

10 Green-eyed Hawker  Aeshna isosceles             ✓   

11 Vagrant Emperor  Anax ephippiger           1     

12 Blue Emperor  Anax imperator           ✓ ✓   

13 Lesser Emperor  Anax parthenope   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 Western Spectre Boyeria irene ✓           ✓   

15 Small Pincertail  Onychogomphus forcipatus             ✓   

16 Large Pincertail  Onychogomphus uncatus ✓           ✓   

17 Common Goldenring  Cordulegaster boltonii             ✓   

18 Orange-spotted Emerald Oxygastra curtisii ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

19 Broad Scarlet  Crocothemis erythraea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

20 Blue Chaser  Libellula fulva ✓ ✓         ✓   

21 Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa ✓               

22 White-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum albistylum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

23 Southern Skimmer  Orthetrum brunneum ✓           ✓   

24 Black-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

25 Keeled Skimmer  Orthetrum coerulescens ✓     ✓     ✓   

26 Red-veined Darter  Sympetrum fonscolombii  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

27 Southern Darter Sympetrum meridionale ✓               

28 River Clubtail Gomphus flavipes             ✓   

Birds (h = heard only)                   

1 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa             ✓   

2 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus   ✓       ✓     

3 Mute Swan Cygnus olor     ✓   ✓ 50     

4 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna     ✓     ✓     

5 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos     ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

6 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina     ✓           

7 Alpine Swift Tachymerptis melba             ✓   

8 Common Swift Apus apus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

9 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   ✓ ✓     h h   

10 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

12 European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur   ✓         1   

13 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus         h h     

15 Western Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio         2       

16 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus     ✓   ✓     ✓ 

17 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra     ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 
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      June-July 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 

18 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis     ✓   ✓   2   

19 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus     ✓   ✓ ✓     

20 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber 6       100 1000     

21 Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus             h   

22 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus           4     

23 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus ✓   ✓   ✓ 200   ✓ 

24 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta     ✓   ✓ ✓     

25 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus   ✓ ✓         ✓ 

26 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus           4     

27 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus         5 3     

28 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus     2     1   2 

29 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola     1         6 

30 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia               1 

31 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola           6     

32 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei           20     

33 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

35 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis     ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

36 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica     3 4 4 12   6 

37 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis           30     

38 Little Tern Sternula albifrons           6     

39 Common Tern Sterna hirundo     ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

40 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida         3       

41 Black Tern Chlidonias niger           2     

42 White Stork Ciconia ciconia     6   10 ✓ 4 ✓ 

43 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo     ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

44 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 6   60   40 ✓   ✓ 

45 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia     100   4 2     

46 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus         1     1 

47 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax      ✓   ✓ ✓     

48 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides     2         2 

49 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

50 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

51 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea     4   ✓ 1 2 ✓ 

52 Great Egret Ardea alba     ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

53 Little Egret Egretta garzetta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

54 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus   ✓             

55 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus   2     1   1   

56 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     1           

57 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus     1   1 2     

58 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus     1   1       

59 Black Kite Milvus migrans   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 80 ✓ 

60 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

61 Eurasian Scop's Owl Otus scops       h         

62 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops     1     1 2   

63 European Roller Coracias garrulus   4 1 1 1 3 6   

64 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   1     1 2   ✓ 

65 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 3   30   ✓ 20   ✓ 

66 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor     h           

67 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major   ✓             

68 European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis   ✓       h ✓ h 
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      June-July 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 

69 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni             14   

70 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

71 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo   ✓             

72 Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus   h       h 1   

73 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 Carrion Crow Corvus corone  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

76 Northern Raven Corvus corax             1   

77 Great Tit Parus major         ✓   ✓   

78 Bearded Tit (Reedling) Panurus biamarcus         ✓       

79 Woodlark Lullula arborea             h   

80 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis     h   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

81 Crested Lark Galerida cristata   2   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

82 Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla             1   

83 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

84 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris             8   

85 Common House Martin Delichon urbica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

87 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita       ✓         

88 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus     h       1   

89 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus     h   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

90 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta           h     

91 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis     ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

92 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓ 

93 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala     h   ✓ ✓ ✓   

94 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

95 Common Blackbird Turdus merula             ✓   

96 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos     h h 2 2 h h 

97 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 

98 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

99 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus     ✓   ✓     ✓ 

100 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava     1     8 ✓ ✓ 

101 White Wagtail Motacilla alba     ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

102 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris           1 2   

103 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   ✓             

104 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris             1   

105 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

106 European Serin Serinus serinus   ✓             

107 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra             ✓   

108 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus     h           

Butterflies                   

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon ✓ ✓       ✓     

2 Scarce Swallowtail Papilio alexanor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3 Small White Pieris rapae ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

4 Large White Pieris brassicae ✓               

5 Green-veined White Pieris napi       ✓ ✓       

6 Bath White Pontia daplidice           ✓     

7 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea         ✓ ✓     

8 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra ✓ ✓       ✓     

9 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas ✓               
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      June-July 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 

10 Lang's Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirthous ✓               

11 Short-tailed Blue Everes argiades       ✓ ✓       

12 Brown Argus Aricia agestis ✓       ✓       

13 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓     

14 Lesser Purple Emperor Apatura ilia           ✓     

15 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta     ✓           

16 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

17 Small Tortoiseshell Aglias urticae ✓               

18 Marbled White Melanargia galathea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

19 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

20 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina           ✓ ✓   

21 Southern Gatekeeper Pyronia cecilia ✓       ✓ ✓     

22 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

23 Specked Wood Pararge aegeria ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

24 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

25 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae       ✓ ✓       

26 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus   ✓     ✓       

Moths 

      June - July 

  Vernacular name Taxon 27 28 29 30 1 2 

1 Tapestry Moth Trichophaga tapetzella      
✓ 

2 Diamond-back Moth Plutella xylostella ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Bordered Ermel Ethmia bipunctella   
✓    

4   Agonopterix arenella ✓      

5   Agonopterix subpropinquella   
✓ ✓  

✓ 

6   Agonopterix alstromeriana   
✓  

✓  

7   Epicallima formosella  
✓     

8   Pleurota aristella   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 'Garrigues Burnet' Zygaena erythrus  
✓     

10 Goat Moth Cossus cossus   
✓  

✓  

11 Leopard Moth Zeuzera pyrina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

12 Reed Leopard Phragmataecia castaneae   
✓  

✓  

13   Agapeta hamana     
✓ ✓ 

14   Aleimma loeflingiana ✓      

15 Red-barred Tortrix Ditula angustiorana ✓      

16 Carnation Tortrix Cacoecimorpha pronubana    
✓  

✓ 

17   Ancylis mitterbacheriana ✓  
✓ ✓  

✓ 

18 Apple Leaf Skeletoniser Choreutis pariana     
✓  

19 'Europe' Twenty-plume Moth Alucita grammodactyla   
✓ ✓   

20 White Plume Moth Pterophorus pentadactyla      
✓ 

21   Aphomia zelleri ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

22   Synaphe punctalis   
✓    

23   Sciota rhenella (sp.) ✓      

24   Sciota hostilis (sp.)      
✓ 

25   Oncocera semirubella   
✓   

✓ 

26   Dioryctria abietella   
✓  

✓  

27   Dioryctria mendacella     
✓  

28   Homoeosoma sinuella     
✓  

29   Euchromius superbellus  (sp.)    
✓  

✓ 

30   Euchromius cambridgei   
✓    
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      June - July 

  Vernacular name Taxon 27 28 29 30 1 2 

31 Garden Grass-veneer Chrysoteuchia culmella      
✓ 

32   Chrysocrambus dentuellus    
✓   

33 Brown China-mark Elophila nymphaeata   
✓    

34   Cynaeda dentalis    
✓   

35 Rusty Dot Pearl Udea ferrugalis  
✓     

36 Beet Webworm Loxostege sticticalis ✓    
✓ ✓ 

37   Achyra nudalis ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓ 

38 Yellow-under Pearl Uresiphita gilvata   
✓    

39 European Corn Borer Ostrinia nubilalis  
✓     

40 Olive-tree Pearl Palpita vitrealis   
✓    

41 Long-legged China-mark Dolicharthria punctalis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

42 Rush Veneer Nomophila noctuella      
✓ 

43   Pachypasa limosa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Pine-tree Lappet Dendrolimus pini     
✓  

45 Lappet Gastropacha quercifolia  
✓ ✓    

46 Convolvulus Hawk-moth Agrius convolvuli   
✓    

47 Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum  
✓   

✓  

48 Spurge Hawk-moth Hyles euphorbiae   
✓  

✓ ✓ 

49 Striped Hawk-moth Hyles livornica ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓  

50 Elephant Hawk-moth Deilephila elpenor     
✓ ✓ 

51 Small Elephant Hawk-moth Deilephila porcellus  
✓ ✓    

52 Chinese Character Cilix glaucata     
✓  

53 Latticed Heath Chiasmia clathrata      
✓ 

54 Grey Bordered Bloom Tephrina murinaria ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓  

55 Waved Umber Menophra abruptaria     
✓  

56   Ecleora solieraria ✓      

57 Willow Beauty Peribatodes rhomboidaria ✓   
✓   

58 Lydd Beauty Peribatodes ilicaria     
✓  

59 Mottled Beauty Alcis repandata     
✓  

60   Tephronia sepiaria ✓    
✓  

61 Emerald type Phaiogramma etruscaria ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ 

62 Blair's Mocha Cyclophora puppillaria  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

63 Mullein Wave Scopula marginepunctata  
✓     

64 Slender-sand Wave Idaea mediaria  
✓  

✓   

65 Bright Wave Idaea ochrata  
✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ 

66 Least Carpet Idaea rusticata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 Dotted Border Wave Idaea sylvestraria   
✓    

68   Idaea calunetaria  
✓ ✓    

69 Dwarf Cream Wave Idaea fuscovenosa   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

70   Idaea politaria ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

71 Single-dotted Wave Idaea dimidiata   
✓    

72 Satin Wave Idaea subsericeata   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

73 Riband Wave Idaea aversata ✓ ✓  
✓  

✓ 

74 Yellow Shell Camptogramma bilineata   
✓    

75   Eupithecia liguriata     
✓  

76 Lime-speck Pug Eupithecia centaureata  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

77 Double-striped Pug Gymnoscelis rufifasciata   
✓    

78 Knot Grass Acronicta rumicis  
✓     

79   Catocala conversa   
✓  

✓  

80 Oak Yellow Underwing Catocala nymphagoga     
✓  

81 Trent Double-stripe  Clytie illunaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
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      June - July 

  Vernacular name Taxon 27 28 29 30 1 2 

82 Passenger Dysgonia algira  
✓ ✓    

83 Geometrician Grammodes stolida     
✓  

84 Scarce Blackneck Lygephila craccae      
✓ 

85 Sorcerer Aedia leucomelas   
✓ ✓ ✓  

86 Four-spotted Tyta luctuosa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

87 'Small Waved Black' Parascotia nisseni (erebidae)      
✓ 

88 Silver Y Autographa gamma  
✓     

89 Spotted Sulphur Emmelia trabealis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

90 Pale Shoulder Acontia lucida ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ 

91 Small Marbled Eublemma parva  
✓  

✓  
✓ 

92 Shark (sp?) Cucullia umbratica   
✓   

✓ 

93 Antirrhinum Brocade Calophasia platyptera   
✓    

94 Mouse Moth Amphipyra tragopoginis     
✓  

95 Shoulder-striped Clover Heliothis maritima  
✓ ✓  

✓  

96 Bordered Straw Heliothis peltigera  
✓     

97 Scarce Bordered Straw Helicoverpa armigera  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ 

98 Small Mottled Willow Spodoptera exigua    
✓   

99 Porter's Rustic Proxenus hospes  
✓   

✓  

100 Guernsey Underwing Polyphaenis sericata     
✓  

101 Orache Moth Trachea atriplicis     
✓  

102 White-spotted Pinion Cosmia diffinis ✓      

103 Common Rustic agg. Mesapamea secalis agg.     
✓  

104 Dusky Sallow Eremobia ochroleuca ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

105 Twin-spotted Wainscot Lenisa geminipuncta    
✓ ✓  

106 Nutmeg Hadula (Discestra) trifolii   
✓    

107 Lychnis Hadena bicruris     
✓  

108 'Europe' White Point Mythimna sicula   
✓  

✓  

109 Radford's Flame Shoulder Ochropleura leucogaster     
✓  

110 'Europe' - Broad-bord. Y. U. Noctua tirrenica   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

111 Langmaid's Yellow Underwing Noctua janthina    
✓   

112 LBBYU Noctua janthe ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓  

113 Least Yellow Underwing Noctua interjecta  
✓  

✓   

114 Heart & Dart Agrotis exclamationis   
✓    

115 Turnip Moth Agrotis segetum     
✓  

116 Gypsy Moth Lymantria dispar ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

117 Kent Black Arches Meganola albula      
✓ 

118 Jersey Black Arches Nola chlamitulalis     
✓  

119   Pardoxia graellsi ✓  
✓    

120 Cream-bordered Green Pea Earias clorana ✓ ✓   
✓  

121 'Europe' Cream Bord. Green P. Earias vernana   
✓  

✓ ✓ 

122 Hoary Footman Eilema caniola ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

123 Ruby Tiger Phragmatobia fuliginosa    
✓ ✓  

Mammals 

Western Hedgehog, Erinaceus europaeus European (Brown) Hare, Lepus europaeus 

Coypu , Myocastor coypus Wild Boar, Sus scrofa 

Rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus Beech Martin, Martes foina 

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Stripeless Tree Frog, Hyla meridionalis Iberian Water Frog, Rana perezi 
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European Pond Terrapin, Emys orbicularis Moorish Gecko, Tarentola mauritanica 

Western Green Lizard, Lacerta bilineata Common Wall Lizard, Podarcis muralis 

Viperine Snake, Natrix maura  

Other insects 

Red-winged Grasshopper, Oedipoda germanica A small mantis, Ameles decolor 

Cicada, Cicada orni Minstrel Bug, Graphosoma lineatum 

Mottled-winged Antlion, Palpares libelluloides Paper Wasp, Polistes gallicus 

Violet Carpenter Bee, Xylocopa violacea 7-spot Ladybird, Coccinella 7-punctata 

Harlequin Ladybird, Harmonia axyridis Pine Chafer, Polyphylla fullo 

Robber Fly sp.,   Scarab sp.,   

Fish 

Common Carp, Cyprinus carpio Western Mosquitofish, Gambusia affinis 

Ide, Leuciscus idus  

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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