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Tour participants: Jason Mitchell (Leader) with four Naturetrek clients 

Summary  

Based in the quiet village of Vinassan, a short drive from Narbonne, we were perfectly placed to spend a 

wonderful week exploring the departement of Aude, albeit with a few brief sorties into neighbouring Hérault and 

Pyréneés-Orientales. All three departements fall within the beautiful region known as Languedoc-Roussillon and 

furthermore, most of the sites visited lay within the Parc Naturel Régional (PNR) de la Narbonnaise en Méditerranée. 

 

Equivalent to an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), the PNR of Narbonnaise en Méditerranée is home 

to an extraordinary diversity of animals, plants and landscapes, offering a striking contrasts between sea, dry 

scrubland, wild hills and wetlands. The marshes offer a unique lagoon landscape within the region and combined 

with the Camargue to the east, represent an internationally important habitat for migrating and wintering birds. 

 

Each day offered new treasures; from the Clape massif near our hotel to the plateau of Leucate falling vertically 

in the sea, through the rugged Corbières and surprising landscapes full of vineyards nestled between picturesque 

villages and forests. 

 

Over the ages, generations have shaped the landscape leaving their historic buildings and settlements, some of 

which we explored, including the tranquil Abbey of Fontfroide, gravity-defying Minerve, balanced between two 

gorges and the formidable walled city of Carcassonne. 

 

We enjoyed an exceptional week, blessed by mostly calm, sunny weather with temperatures in the high teens, 

bursting with the best sights and sounds of Cathar Country which will live long in our memories. However, 

wildlife alone does not make for a successful tour and a friendly and knowledgeable group made for a great 

atmosphere making the sampling of local food, drink and the Narbonnaise hospitality all the more enjoyable.  

Day 1 Sunday 21st April 

With the flight arriving into Carcassonne during the late afternoon, we loaded our suitcases and were soon 

heading east towards the hotel. On our arrival in Vinassin we were welcomed by Sandra, the new hotel manager, 

before settling into our comfortable rooms ahead of a delicious dinner.  

Day 2 Monday 22nd April 

Leaving the hotel, we delighted in a smart Hoopoe which flapped its way alongside the car as we approached the 

village of Fleury d’Aude. Here, we were in search of a very special ‘local’ – the Lesser Kestrel – of which several 

have established a colony in the town’s rooftops. Gathered in the square, we were soon marvelling at a couple of 

these petite sociable falcons as they hunted low over our heads and were joined for a brief moment by a dashing 

Hobby. 

 

A short distance from Fleury, we stopped at an area of unimproved grassland which is home to a small 

population of Little Bustards; however, despite a lengthy search we drew a blank. Consolation came in the form 

of a smart male Pied Flycatcher and several Whinchats which were active in an adjacent vineyard, while at least 
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three Wood Warblers fed in nearby bushes. The jangling songs of Corn Buntings rang out all around and a 

careful search of the grassland saw us find some delicate Yellow Bee Orchids. The surprise of the morning came 

in the shape of two Glossy Ibis which cruised low over our heads. 

 

Arriving at Etang de Vendres, after having stopped for our picnic in the town square, a short walk led us to a 

viewpoint known as The Temple of Venus. The scope was set up, and whilst scanning the lake (etang), two 

Common Terns were spotted perched on a wooden structure close to a nesting Yellow-legged Gull and in the 

same area several Great Crested Grebes drifted serenely over the water’s surface. A Marsh Harrier quartered the 

reedbed from where both Great Reed and Cetti’s Warblers belted out their powerful songs. Overhead the air 

seemed permanently filled with the electric-zapping calls of Zitting Cisticolas, with one of several birds making 

frequent song flights. Herons were surprisingly quiet but a fine Purple Heron was spotted as it flew across the 

lake.  

 

A short drive took us to Peuch Blanc, a rocky outcrop which sits above the flood plain of the river Aude. Here a 

few butterflies were noted, with Common Blue and Western Marbled White on the wing but the best action was 

in the bushes where several small birds were flitting; first a Spotted Flycatcher made the list followed by a female 

Common Redstart and once more Wood Warblers were seen in numbers. Again, Corn Buntings were singing all 

around and three smart White Storks stalked frogs in the low-lying fields, where some aerobatic Vagrant 

Emperor dragonflies were feeding on a swarm of flying insects. 

 

Our last stop of the day was another lake – Etang Pissevache – where we found the first Greater Flamingos of 

the tour. Some noisy Sandwich Terns drew our attention to a flock of 30 or so birds in the company of a few 

Slender-billed Gulls, complete with the characteristic pink-wash to their breasts. Over the road, another lake held 

several Common Redshank accompanied by a stunning all-black Spotted Redshank, while a Little Gull fed 

amongst its Black-headed cousins. On surrounding saltmarsh vegetation, a pair of Yellow Wagtails chased each 

other whilst giving their cheery calls. 

Day 3 Tuesday 23rd April 

The forecast heavy rain duly arrived, so we made a subterranean visit of the Gouffre de Cabrespine in the east of 

the departement. Reputed to be one of the largest caves in the world open to the public, it was truly breath-

taking at a cavernous 80m wide by 250m deep! However, the variety and multitude of concretions including 

some rare discs or shields, were especially impressive. Following a guided tour of the cave, the weather had 

improved so we made our way to the Cesse Gorge close to Minerve were we consumed our picnic surrounded 

by bird song, with Subalpine Warbler, Nightingale, Corn Bunting, Zitting Cisticola and Woodlark all making 

themselves known! 

 

Approaching from the west, we enjoyed our first views of Minerve. A pleasant and somewhat understated tourist 

destination, this charming village was not always so and has a bloody history. In 1210 it was a Cathar stronghold 

before Simon de Monfort launched a bloody siege, using huge catapults to bombard its defensive walls. When 

the Cathars eventually fell, it’s said that 140 of them were burned alive on the village square and legend tells of 

how they leapt into the fire singing in defiance. The site is rich in natural history too and following refreshments 

and a delicious crêpe, we made our way to a viewpoint overlooking cliffs opposite, complete with a replica 

trebuchet similar to that used to batter the village back in 1210. From here we enjoyed brilliant views of six 



France - Carcassonne & Cathar Country Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     May 19 3 
 

elegant Red-rumped Swallows as they cruised effortlessly along the cliff face and a Cirl Bunting was spotted as it 

sang from the top of a bush. From crags in the gorge, a Blue Rock Thrush gave its melodic refrain but stayed 

hidden as did the local Rock Sparrows, but typically Crag Martins were far more conspicuous. 

Day 4 Wednesday 24th April 

Waking to calm, sunny conditions and with breakfast taken, we made our way south-west to Villerouge-

Termenès where a fine castle surrounded by wonderful countryside awaited us. Leaving the car park we headed 

towards the castle stopping en-route to watch a Firecrest which was singing along a small lane. In the same area a 

Wryneck was calling in the distance but a brief search drew a blank. After a circuit of the castle, we walked down 

to the stream where a Common Redstart was singing and a smart male Black Redstart was seen hopping around 

a garden nearby. As the air temperature started to increase, butterflies became noticeable with Wall Brown, 

Orange-tip and the southern form of Speckled Wood all on the wing, while shortly afterwards, a Black-eyed Blue 

was spotted sunning itself outside a quaint little chapel.  

 

As we left the village behind, a Short-toed Eagle gave a wonderful demonstration of its aerial capabilities and in 

the same area a small field provided a superb display of Lady Orchids. Along a the stream, both Nightingale and 

Grey Wagtails were singing and as the path began to climb, we spotted a beautiful Snake's Head Fritillary and 

several tiny daffodils. We took the opportunity to familiarise ourselves with some of the key species of the 

garrigue, with Holm Oak, Box and broom growing in abundance across the hillside. A wonderful male Cleopatra 

butterfly paused on the path allowing us to take photographs and further along a Small Copper did the same. As 

we descended on the other side of the hill, we entered a small paddock where even more Lady Orchids were 

growing. But the greatest surprise was a Southern Festoon butterfly which posed beautifully for the cameras. 

From here we returned to the car where we enjoyed another French style picnic and a fine Booted Eagle was 

seen soaring low over the car park.  

 

Moving on we made a fascinating tour of the Abbaye de Fontfroide  ̶ ‘Abbey of the cold spring’. The Abbey has two 

large underground wells which are replenished by water shed from the rising ground all around; these same hills 

give the solitude typical of a Cistercian retreat. After the tour we explored the gardens of this beautiful site, 

finding a singing Firecrest and a very obliging Swallowtail butterfly. This was shortly followed by its near cousin, 

the Scarce Swallowtail, which made a tour of the café patio. 

Day 5 Thursday 25th April 

With wet and windy weather set in along the coast, we headed west hoping for dryer and calmer conditions at 

Château de Queribus, and to our relief, the weather report was correct. So, in calm and sunny conditions we 

climbed the path towards the chateau ruins perched on a narrow rocky peak at 728m altitude; its defensive role 

protecting an ancient boarder between France and Spain is but a distant memory. As we traversed the path, we 

heard the distinctive ringing calls of a Red-billed Chough along with a more familiar Dunnock. As the morning 

air warmed, more songsters joined the chorus, with Subalpine Warbler and the more tuneful Orphean Warbler 

both recorded. From the narrow path we spotted a number of interesting plants; the distinctive tri-lobed leaves 

and beautiful mauve flowers of Hepatica were a treat to behold, as were several delicate Small Spider and Sombre 

Bee Orchids. 
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Passing through the gateway into the chateau, we enjoyed breath taking views of the Pyrenees to the south 

including the impressive snow-capped Pic du Canigou standing at 2,784 metres. Returning to the car, we took a 

short walk along the base of the hill and found several other orchids including the attractive Southern Early 

Purple Orchid. In the same area, a handsome male Subalpine Warbler showed itself well as it sang from the top 

of a small pine tree.  

 

Lunch was enjoyed with yet more amazing views of the Pyrenees and from here we took the back road to the 

Gorge of Galamus; a truly spectacular drive along a single track road overhung by jagged cliffs. We then walked 

down to the hermitage, complete with a small chapel which has been carved into the side of the cliff. The hillside 

vegetation was dominated by Box, Holm Oak and the more unusual Montpellier Maple, and two male Blue Rock 

Thrushes chased across the mountainside. Crag Martin were numerous, but sadly on this occasion they were not 

accompanied by any Alpine Swifts which often frequent this gorge.  

 

From here we returned to the lowlands and a clearing in the scrub which is known for its incredible orchid flora: 

Woodcock, Sawfly, Dense-flowered, Sword-leaved Helleborine and Lady Orchids where the pick of the bunch. 

After another exciting day, we returned to the hotel via the autoroute scanning the coastline for Flamingos as we 

went. 

Day 6 Friday 26th April 

A short drive from the hotel took us to an area of raised ground overlooking the Abbey of Ouveillan, a site 

known for two exciting birds of open grasslands – the Stone Curlew and Little Bustard. Our elevated position 

gave good views over the surrounding meadows and vineyards. A male Stonechat was a good start and Corn 

Buntings were singing from almost any available song post. With a north-westerly wind picking up, a steady 

passage of swallows and swifts was evident. A couple of quality raptors made the list too: a fine Short-toed Eagle 

and a distant female Hen Harrier. With our attention briefly distracted, we soon returned to looking for our 

target species and it wasn't long before our first Stone Curlew broke cover making a close and lengthy flyby, 

eventually landing in an area of vines close to where we were positioned. Having followed the bird to the point 

where it landed, we were able to enjoy good scope views of this master of camouflage, as it stood almost 

motionless, but for a nervous bobbing action. Scanning the surrounding grassland, we had the briefest view of a 

male Little Bustard which prompted us to change position. Having relocated close to where we last saw the bird, 

we stood in anticipation and after a short ten minute wait, suddenly two handsome males made a chasing flight 

directly in front of us. In addition to the excellent bird action, we were delighted to see floriferous unimproved 

meadows which were bursting with colour. After buying bread in the nearby village, we made a stop in a café 

enjoying some refreshments. 

 

Our next stop was Grand Castelou and following lunch we made a search of the surrounding wet meadows. 

Here we were rewarded with excellent views of an Osprey which had landed in a field with a freshly caught fish. 

Using the car as a hide, we stopped to enjoy this magnificent raptor but it soon became nervous and flew off 

into the distance. Moments later a female Marsh Harrier was seen quartering a ditch right alongside the car. 

Further into the field, several White Storks were searching for their amphibian prey. On the opposite side of the 

road, a dozen Black-winged Stilts caught our eye, at which point we registered two other waders feeding with 

them and these proved to be Spotted Redshanks in their stunning black summer plumage. From a nearby 

vantage point used for migration watching, we had brief views of a 30-strong flock of Bee-eaters which had 
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come in off the sea and these were shortly followed by a Black Kite battling the wind as it flew low over the 

fields looking tired after a long sea-crossing.  

 

On the far side of Île Saint-Martin, a flock of flamingos were showing well as they flew over the flooded 

saltpans. The strong wind was not conducive to seeing many wading birds but we did enjoy a light passage of 

swallows, swifts and martins along with three Hobbys and a Kestrel; having reached the eastern end of the 

Pyrenees, many migrants hastily opt to take the easier route over low-lying ground and follow the coast east 

before finally resuming their northward journey. We did manage to find several Avocets alongside two equally 

elegant Greenshanks. Returning to the village, we spent an enjoyable 30 minutes in the tourist office where we 

watched a fascinating video presentation of the history of the surrounding area before heading back to the hotel 

ahead of dinner.  

 

After dinner, we made an evening visit to a cliff often used by Eagle Owls. We were immediately greeted by 

several vocal nightingales and then our first owl of the tour - a Tawny Owl. This was then shortly followed by 

several bats whizzing around the tree tops and cliff. And just as we were thinking about returning to the hotel, 

we heard the begging call of a young Eagle Owl and then the barking call of a female – no doubt one of its 

parents. Although no Eagle Owls were seen, it was nice to hear them and we all enjoyed a pleasant evening. 

Day 7 Saturday 27th April 

The day started on a hillside above La Palma. From here we could see the extensive network of saltpans that are 

so prominent in this area of the Mediterranean. With the wind already starting to strengthen, there were some 

early signs of passage migration with swallows and swifts beginning to pass through north. Descending to the 

saltpans, we started our search for waders. A flock of Dunlins was wheeling over the pools and these were 

accompanied by a reasonable number of Little Stints, many in fine summer plumage. Other birds included some 

dandy Kentish Plovers and these were joined by several Avocets. Flamingos were present in the distance and a 

Slender-billed Gull flew overhead calling.  

 

From here we move to La Franqui and after enjoying a coffee we explored an area of scrub just outside the 

village. With the wind continuing to strengthen, more hirundines and swifts were moving through. A sunny, 

sheltered corner was alive with leaf warblers; notably Bonelli’s, Willow and Wood which were showing well in 

addition to two Whinchats - a pleasing find. Returning to the car, raptor passage began in earnest with a group of 

six Black Kites passing overhead and during the next five minutes several more kites appeared and these were 

joined by a fine male Honey Buzzard.  

 

Following lunch which was taken on the outskirts of Leucate, we headed up to the plateau. Installed at a 

viewpoint looking south, the passage migration intensified yet more. Swifts were especially noticeable as they 

went scything by and these were joined by Swallows, House Martins and dozens of Yellow Wagtails. But it was 

two fine Honey Buzzards that stole the show with a supporting cast of migrating Kestrels and a single Montagu’s 

Harrier. A brief sortie to the end of the plateau, where the lighthouse stands, rewarded us with a Spotless Starling 

among its common cousins. Following this we moved on to Peyriac-de-Mer, where a White Stork flew over the 

village as we enjoyed our refreshments. The return drive was a slow affair, hugging the coast and the numerous 

pools which held thirty plus stilts and other waders. 
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Day 8 Sunday 28th April 

A slightly later departure gave us ample time to pack for the journey ahead and say our farewells to the hotel staff 

who had looked after us so well. In cooler but still sunny conditions, we headed due west for the beautiful village 

of Lagrasse. Here we took a walk around this attractive mediaeval village, which in places was alive with the song 

of Nightingales and Black Redstarts but the biggest surprise was three Griffon Vultures seen soaring over the 

village!  

 

Following a coffee, we made our way to Carcassonne, arguably the jewel in the crown of Languedoc. The 

afternoon was spent exploring this famed hilltop city with a guide; this medieval citadel with its 53 watchtowers 

and walled fortification is one of France’s most popular tourist destinations and is steeped in Cathar history, not 

to mention a brief occupation by Nazi officers! Following the guided tour, we enjoyed a sit-down lunch with 

some of us ordering a local speciality dish - Cassoulet - which was superb. From here we made our way to the 

airport before boarding our on-time flight back to Gatwick after a wonderful holiday enjoying the beautiful 

countryside and varied wildlife of this part of southern France. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted) 

      April 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna ✓       ✓ ✓   

2 Gadwall  Mareca strepera         ✓     

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓       ✓ ✓   

4 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina ✓             

5 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa ✓             

6 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus ✓             

7 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus ✓         ✓   

8 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis           ✓   

9 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus ✓         ✓   

10 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia ✓       ✓ ✓   

11 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus ✓             

12 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia ✓             

13 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis ✓       ✓     

14 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓       ✓ ✓   

15 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea ✓             

16 Great Egret  Ardea alba ✓             

17 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta ✓       ✓ ✓   

18 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo ✓       ✓     

19 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus         ✓     

20 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus           ✓   

21 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus             ✓ 

22 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus     ✓   ✓     

23 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus     ✓         

24 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus ✓       ✓ ✓   

25 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus         ✓     

26 Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus           ✓   

27 Black Kite  Milvus migrans ✓       ✓ ✓   

28 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓       ✓     

29 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra ✓         ✓   

30 Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax         ✓     

31 Eurasian Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus         ✓     

32 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus ✓             

33 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus         ✓ ✓   

34 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta ✓       ✓ ✓   

35 Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus ✓         ✓   

36 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus ✓       ✓     

37 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia         ✓     

38 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus ✓       ✓     

39 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos           ✓   

40 Dunlin  Calidris alpina         ✓ ✓   

41 Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei ✓         ✓   

42 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓       ✓ ✓   

43 Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus ✓             

44 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus cachinnans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

45 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis ✓       ✓     

46 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo ✓             

47 Stock Dove  Columba oenas ✓             
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      April 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

48 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓       ✓ ✓   

49 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur ✓             

50 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

51 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus       ✓ ✓     

52 Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo         ✓     

53 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco         ✓     

54 Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba           ✓   

55 Common Swift  Apus apus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster         ✓ ✓   

57 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

58 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis         ✓     

59 Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla     ✓         

60 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni ✓             

61 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

62 Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo ✓       ✓     

63 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus           ✓   

64 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius ✓             

65 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

66 Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax       ✓       

67 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

68 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone         ✓     

69 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   ✓   ✓       

70 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus     ✓ ✓       

71 Great Tit  Parus major ✓   ✓         

72 Bearded Reedling  Panurus biarmicus ✓             

73 Woodlark  Lullula arborea   ✓           

74 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata ✓       ✓ ✓   

75 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia         ✓ ✓   

76 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

77 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   ✓ ✓ ✓       

78 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

79 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica   ✓           

80 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

81 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus ✓             

82 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus           ✓   

83 Western Bonelli's Warbler  Phylloscopus bonelli ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

84 Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix ✓         ✓   

85 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus ✓             

86 Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta           ✓   

87 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

88 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla ✓   ✓       ✓ 

89 Western Orphean Warbler  Sylvia hortensis       ✓ ✓     

90 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis ✓             

91 Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans   ✓ ✓ ✓       

92 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

93 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

94 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     ✓ ✓       

95 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla ✓ ✓ ✓         

96 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

97 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor           ✓   

98 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   ✓ ✓       ✓ 
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      April 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

99 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus     ✓         

100 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata ✓             

101 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

102 European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca ✓             

103 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓ 

104 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus ✓   ✓         

105 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius       ✓       

106 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra ✓         ✓   

107 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola ✓       ✓     

108 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

109 Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia   ✓           

110 Dunnock  Prunella modularis       ✓       

111 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava ✓       ✓ ✓   

112 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   ✓ ✓       ✓ 

113 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

114 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis   ✓           

115 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

116 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   ✓ ✓     ✓   

117 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina ✓     ✓       

118 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

119 European Serin  Serinus serinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

120 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

121 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

Butterflies 

Swallowtail, Papilio machaon Scarce Swallowtail, Iphiclides podalarius 

Southern Festoon, Zerynthia polyxena Clouded Yellow, Colias crocea 

Small White, Pieris rapae Orange Tip, Anthocharis cardamines 

Western Dappled White, Euchloe crameri Brimstone, Gonepteryx rhamni 

Cleopatra, Gonepteryx cleopatra Small Copper, Lycaena phlaeas 

Common blue, Polyommatus icarus Black-eyed blue, Glaucopsyche melanops 

Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui Speckled Wood, Pararge aegeria 

Wall Brown, Lasiommata megera Western Marbled White, Melanargia occitanica 

Orchids 

Anacamptis pyramidalis, Pyramidal Orchid Cephalanthera longifolia, Sword-leaved Helleborine 

Himantoglossum hircinum, Lizard Orchid Himantoglossum robertianum, Giant Orchid  

Neotinea maculata, Dense-flowered Orchid Neotinea ustulata, Burnt Orchid 

Ophyrys araneola, Small Spider Orchid Ophrys aranifera, Early Spider Orchid 

Ophrys lupercalis, Sombre Bee Orchid Ophrys lutea subsp. lutea, Yellow Bee Orchid 

Ophrys scolopax, Woodcock Orchid Ophrys tethendrinifera, Sawfly Orchid 

Orchis olbiensis, Southern Early Purple Orchid Orchis purpurea, Lady Orchid 

 


