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Tour Leaders:   Iain Bray   (Naturetrek Naturalist) 

    Dave Smallshire   (Naturetrek Naturalist) 

 

Participants:   Stephen Locke 

Nina Locke 

Alwyn England 

Jackie England 

Deborah Askew  

Sandy Irvine 

Julie Irvine 

Mike Willars 

Ann Parker 

Isabelle Griffith 

Day 1 Monday 3rd May 

The group and both leaders flew out from Gatwick Airport after lunch and arrived in Montpellier at 4pm (local 

time).  As the plane descended over the coastal lagoons in to the airport, a large feeding flock of Greater 

Flamingos were seen from the window.  This was a great welcome to the Mediterranean and a sign of some 

excellent birdwatching to come (despite the challenging weather waiting for us around the corner!). We collected 

our bags and loaded the two minibuses before making the hour long journey west along the coast to the village 

of Vinassan on the outskirts of Narbonne.  After arriving at the hotel and settling into our rooms, our hosts for 

the week offered us a sample of the delicious local wines before serving us the first of the excellent meals we 

were to receive over the course of our stay. 

Day 2 Tuesday 4th May 

We woke up to find the weather had turned overnight.  It was raining heavily, the temperature had dropped and 

a cold wind was blowing hard from the north-west.  The decision was taken to re-schedule the morning’s 

activities and to head inland to visit the historic medieval walled city of Carcassonne, and the majority of the 

group quickly reconvened in the ancient cathedral for a thorough look around out of the wind and rain.  After 

braving a little more of the weather, a leisurely coffee was sought by most.  Looking out of the window of the 

café we were shocked to watch the rain begin to turn to snow.  At lunch time we returned to the minibuses in 

the blizzard for a delightful spring picnic before deciding to throw in the towel and head back to the hotel to 

warm up.  I’m not sure any of us will complain about British bank holiday weather ever again! 

 

On arriving back at Vinassan we agreed to reassess the weather at 3pm and if anybody fancied venturing out we 

would try our luck at a little birdwatching down on the local coastal lagoons.  The weather improved marginally, 

so five of us decided to risk it and go for a drive.  Our first stop was the Etang de Gruissan which unsurprisingly 

hosted few species, although large numbers of Little Tern and the ubiquitous Yellow-legged Gull were observed.  

A pair of Great Crested Grebe was also seen out in the middle of the water.  We then headed towards the reed 

beds of the Grand Mandirac, where out of the wind under some trees we were able to watch a Pied Flycatcher 

and Black Redstart.  Flocks of sodden Barn Swallow were also seen taking refuge sat on the road away from the 

worst of the weather.   
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By 5pm we decided to head back to the hotel once again and prepare ourselves for a hearty evening meal.  

Fortunately this was to be the only day where we were to experience heavy rain although it would take a little 

longer for the temperatures to start to rise. 

Day 3 Wednesday 5th May 

Today was cool with strong winds blowing from the north-west.  Due to the changeable weather and the 

itinerary change from the previous day (which would juggle most of the coming week), it was decided to visit the 

two different but equally beautiful villages of Minèrve and Lagrasse. 

 

Our first stop was Minèrve, perched on a limestone outcrop at the confluence of two river gorges 50km inland 

from Narbonne.  As we descended on foot towards the village a Blue Rock Thrush briefly alighted onto a 

building before flying across the gorge.  From our vantage point looking down over the river we were also able 

recognise the telltale plumage of Red-rumped Swallows from the more common House Martins and Barn 

Swallows.  Reeling above our heads we could pick out a couple of Alpine Swifts amongst the Common Swifts, 

which at height look surprisingly similar despite the former’s superior size and coloration. We then followed a 

footpath down the gorge and along the cliff beneath the houses. As we walked and looked for plants, a pair of 

Golden Oriole took flight down the river.  At the paths end we found two good specimens of White Henbane 

before ascending back up and through the village.  On returning to minibuses we refuelled with a delicious picnic 

before heading south to Lagrasse. 

 

On arriving at the village we parked up and wandered down towards the river.  We then climbed a footpath 

through the pines and garrigue.  As we walked we had some excellent views of the Abbey, enhanced by a most 

obliging Blue Rock Thrush perched on top.  A Firecrest was observed feeding in the pines whilst Yellow 

Ophrys, Large Mediterranean Spurge and Grey-leaved Cistus were found scattered amongst the scrub.  On 

descending the hill more orchids were found in and around the edges of an olive grove including Man and Lady 

Orchid.   

 

We then headed back to Le Mas Pierrot for some more excellent food.  After dinner we retired to the hotel’s 

small conference room where Dave gave us very interesting talk on the wildlife of the Pacific North West.  

Before long we had forgotten about the somewhat cool and breezy night going on outside. 

Day 4 Thursday 6th May 

After a good night’s sleep and another buffet breakfast, we headed south towards the saltpans of Lapalme.  Our 

first stop took us along a path out into the lagoon adjacent to a former area used for commercial salt production.  

The wind was still blowing strongly from the northwest, but despite this we began to witness a day of intense 

migration of Honey Buzzards flying in from the coast.  The birds appeared low over our heads in waves, fighting 

the gusts and allowing us some great views as well as photographic opportunities.  This incredible spectacle 

continued throughout the day, with a tally of a least 500 birds seen altogether.  The saltpans also afforded us 

some views of Kentish Plover, Ringed Plover, Common Sandpiper, Slender-billed Gull and Greater Flamingo as 

well as countless flocks of Yellow Wagtails and a single Osprey. 
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After an hour or so we headed around the lagoon and onto the island of Les Coussoules, where we had close 

views through our telescopes of Red-backed Shrike and a flock of migrating White Storks coming in over the 

sea.  This took us up to lunchtime and another French style spread of paté, meats, cheeses and fresh baguettes.  

After eating our fill we headed south again to our last destination of the day. The Plateau of Leucate is a 

limestone outcrop rising up between the Etang de Lapalme to the north and the Etang de Leucate to the south.  

The site contains what appears to be an array of abandoned stone enclosures and its scrub is host to many 

interesting plants as well as providing shelter for newly arrived migrants from the African Continent.  We set off 

in small groups to explore the area and were rewarded with views of Sardinian Warbler, Northern Wheatear, 

Thekla Lark, Whinchat and Hobby as well as a Gannet out fishing over the sea.  The botanists amongst us also 

saw carpets of Aphyllanthes, Urospermum and Hairy Convolvulus as well as a host of other flowers in bloom. 

By the end of the afternoon, the clouds were beginning to disperse and out of the wind we began to enjoy the 

warmth of the Mediterranean sun.  After another fruitful day out in the field we returned to the hotel to be 

greeted by a couple of Red Squirrels and the usual Nightingale and Serin resident in the trees and bushes around 

the hotel. 

Day 5 Friday 7th May 

Today we woke up to find the wind had blown through and the sun was shining.  After breakfast we headed off 

at 8.30am as usual, towards the local coastal village of Gruissan and then onto the adjacent island of St. Martin.  

We parked in the shade of some pine trees and started our leisurely circular walk, taking in a mixture of habitats 

including coniferous woodland, garrigue, vineyards and saline lagoons.  Within minutes our first close avian 

sighting of the day was a pair of Woodchat Shrike hunting in and around the neighbouring vineyard.  As we 

continued our walk we realised the trees and scrub were alive with migrant birds including Pied Flycatcher, 

Western Orphean, Sardinian and Bonelli’s Warblers.  Amongst the flowers we saw of our first butterflies 

including Western Marbled White, Spanish Gatekeeper, Baton Blue and Swallowtail, while several scorpions 

were found underneath rocks. The botanists were also pleased to see Tragopogon, Round-leaved Birthwort and 

White Rock-rose. Eventually our path circled around onto the edge of the lagoon where we saw a flock of 

Mediterranean Gulls passing overhead as well as a distant Pink-backed Pelican, an escapee from the African 

Safari Park situated across the water at Sigean.  High in the sky we also saw flocks of Honey Buzzard circling on 

the thermals with over 60 birds observed in one count. 

 

On returning to the minibuses we had a relaxing picnic lunch (and maybe a glass of wine or two!) before heading 

inland to visit the ancient Abbey of Fontfroide.  We met our guide at the gate and took a fascinating tour around 

this beautifully restored national monument.  After our visit was over we returned to the vehicles taking in the 

Cirl Buntings flying around the trees of the Abbey and hearing a Short-toed Treecreeper high up in the canopy.   

 

It was still only mid-afternoon so we headed back towards the coast for a gentle walk through the reed beds at 

Le Petit Castelou to round off the day. Our walk was along a quiet back road and was punctuated with views out 

over the open shallow water of the lagoons.  Purple Herons and Marsh Harriers flew over the reeds, Cetti’s 

Warbler sang from the scrub and Zitting Cisticola flitted around the reeds.  We also saw our first reptiles, a 

Viperine Snake basking on the mud adjacent to one of the drains and a Wall Lizard also enjoying the late 

afternoon warmth basking on one of the sluice gates.  The water appeared a little high in the lagoons for wading 

birds (probably due to the recent weather), but we did see Avocet and several Coypu.   



France - Carcassonne and Cathar Country  Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek     July 10 
 

Purple Swamphens were heard calling from within the reeds but no sightings were had unfortunately, so we 

‘made do’ with a fine pair of Whinchats perched up in a tree allowing close views through our telescopes. By the 

end of the afternoon it was time to head back to the hotel, where had chance to relax before our daily species 

round-up and another fine three-course meal with local wine. 

Day 6 Saturday 8th May 

It was another pleasant warm day with a light north easterly breeze.  After breakfast we boarded our minibuses 

and headed north up the coast to the freshwater lagoon of Vendres.  Our first stop was the elegantly, but slightly 

grandiose-named, Vestiges du Temple de Venus.  A small ruin of no more than 2m in height, this provides an 

ideal vantage point to look over the adjacent reed bed and open water.  On the short walk from the vehicles we 

flushed a Squacco Heron, which landed again nearby long enough for all get a very good look at its cryptic 

plumage before flashing it full white wings again in flight and disappearing amongst the reeds.  At the viewing 

point itself our sightings included Great Egret, Red-crested Pochard, Golden Oriole, Turtle Dove and Cetti’s 

Warbler before heading off again in search of Eagle Owl. 

 

We arrived at Peuch Blanc, a discrete spot tucked away on the edge of the grazing marsh and littoral.  We parked 

up beside a vineyard and headed off on foot.  As we walked we saw Melodious Warbler, Corn Bunting and 

Stonechat as well as a flock of Bee-eaters which appeared to have taken up residence in the vicinity of a farmer’s 

bee hives.  On the footpath we also came across several species of butterfly including Glanville Fritillary and 

Green-underside Blue.  Eventually we reached the place where hoped to find our Eagle Owl.  After several 

minutes of scanning the apparently bare rock face, we saw a bird staring back out at us from its daytime refuge.  

It was an exciting moment for all us and definitely the highlight of the day for most!  When we all had seen 

enough we headed back to the minibus for some well-earned lunch.  

 

After we had eaten, we worked our way further down the coast towards the best-not-translated Pissevaches 

Lake.  En route we stopped at some waste water treatment ponds where we saw Whiskered Tern and over the 

lake we saw Common and Sandwich Tern, Purple Heron, Crested Larks and nesting Yellow-legged Gulls with 

their chicks. Moving on up into the Clape hills we stopped for a walk around the popular Gouffre d’Oeuil Doux, 

a natural geologic site with steep cliffs leading down to a fresh water lake.  From here we managed to add 

Subalpine Warbler onto our growing list of birds before taking a pleasant drive back to Vinassan over the hills. 

Day 7 Sunday 9th May 

Our final full day in the field began overcast and with low cloud, but as we headed south and over the Plateau de 

Castel the weather began to lift towards a pleasant day.  During a couple of stops along the way we saw Black-

eared Wheatear and Tawny Pipit as well as Woodcock Orchid.  We eventually arrived at the castle of Queribus, 

perched up on the mountain ridge guarding the one time border between France and Aragon.  Here we had a 

lunch and followed with an optional visit to the castle, which the group enjoyed (despite the steep climb!). 

 

We then headed back down to the valley floor towards the stunning Galumus Gorge.  The road snaked its way 

along a somewhat impossible route along the eastern rock wall to eventually come out at a view point where we 

stopped to steady our jangling nerves.  Here we saw swirling flocks of Crag Martin as well coming into close 

quarters with an Aesculapian Snake. 
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On our journey back to the hotel we stopped briefly at a known roadside site for orchids near St. Paul de 

Fenouillet.  Our trip so far had struggled to amass large numbers of species and plants we had found had often 

been less than perfect specimens.  We speculated that low spring temperatures and the late snow may have had 

an affect on their growing success this year.  At this site after a thorough search we found Tongue, Dense-

flowered, Lady and Woodcock Orchids.  We were soon back on the road and on our way towards our last fine 

meal at the hotel. 

Day 8 Monday 10th May 

This was our last day, but as we were not flying out from Montpellier until late afternoon we had a free morning 

in which to explore the village and surrounding area.  Some members of the group took the opportunity to 

purchase some of the excellent local wines whilst others headed into the Clape hills for one last look for wildlife.  

We were not disappointed and had some great views of Crested Tit, Montagu’s Harrier, Nightingale and a 

Natterjack Toad.  We also came across several Violet Limodore plants, and then stopped for lunch at the hotel. 

After lunch we loaded up the minibuses and headed off to the airport for a smooth journey back to Gatwick and 

respective homes. We managed to see or hear 125 bird species, 21 butterfly species and 9 orchid species. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds 

Common name Scientific name 

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 

Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 

Gadwall Anas strepera 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 

Common Pochard Aythya ferina 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

Western Great Egret Ardea alba 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 

Black Kite Milvus migrans 

Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus 

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 

Common Redshank Tringa tetanus 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei 

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 
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Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 

Little Tern Sternula albifrons 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 

Common Pigeon Columba livia 

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 

European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 

Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo 

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 

Common Swift Apus apus 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 

European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 

Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica 

Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula 

Rook Corvus frugilegus 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone 

Northern Raven Corvus corax 

European Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus 

Great Tit Parus major 

Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus 

Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus 

Crested Lark Galerida cristata 

Thekla Lark Galerida theklae 

Woodlark Lullula arborea 

Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris 

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli 

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
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Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta 

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis 

Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 

Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 

Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla 

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 

Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 

European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola 

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica 

Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 

European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

European Serin Serinus serinus 

European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 

Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina 

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 

Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 

Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 

Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
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Plants 

Common Name Scientific name 

  

Montpellier Maple Acer monspessulanum 

Man Orchid Aceras anthropophorum 

Rosy Garlic Allium roseum 

Scarlet Pimpernell Anagallis arvensis 

Blue Pimpernell Anagallis foemina 

St. Bernard's Lily Anthericum liliago 

Sweet Vernal-grass Anthoxanthum odoratum 

Perennial Glasswort Anthrocnemum perennis 

Snapdragon Antirrhinum majus 

Aphyllanthes Aphyllanthes monspeliensis 

Birthwort Aristolochia clematitis 

Round-leaved Birthwort Aristolochia rotunda 

Giant Reed Arundo donax 

Common Asphodel Asphodelus aestivus 

Hollow-leaved Asphodel Asphodelus fistulosus 

Daisy Bellis perennis 

Borage Borago officinalis 

Large Quaking Grass Briza maxima 

Box Buxus sempervirens 

Sea Rocket Cakile maritime 

Thorny Broom Calyctome infesta 

Red Valerian Centhrantus rubber 

Judas Tree Cercis siliquastrum 

Wallflower Cheiranthus cheiri 

Good King Henry Chenopodium bonus-henricus 

Grey-leaved Cistus Cistus albidus 

Narrow-leaved Cistus Cistus monspeliensis 

Sage-leaved Cistus Cistus salvifolius 

Spurge Olive Cneorum tricoccon 

Mallow-leaved Bindweed Convolvulus althaeoides 

- Convolvulus lanuginosus 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 

Crown Daisy Crysanthemum coronarium 

Italian Cypress Cupressus sempervirens 

Ivy-leaved Toadflax Cymbalaria muralis 

Blue Hound's Tongue Cynoglossum creticum 

Wild Teasel Dipsacus fullonum 

Lesser Teasel Dipsacus pilosus 

- Dorycnium pentaphyllum 

Field Horsetail Equisetum arvense 

Tree Heather Erica arborea 

- Erodium ciconium 

Rock Storksbill Erodium petraeum 

Spindle Euonymus europaeus 

Purple Viper's Bugloss Euphorbia characias 

Cypress Spurge Euphorbia cypariassias 

Viviparous Fescue Festuca vivipare 

Fig Ficus carica 

Fennel Foeniculum vulgare 

Ash Fraxinus excelsior 
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Ramping Fumitory Fumaria capreolata 

Cleavers Galium aparine 

Herb Robert Geranium robertianum 

Field Gladiolus Gladiolus italicus 

Yellow Horned-poppy Glaucium flavum 

Shrubby Globularia Globularia alypum 

Sea Purslane Halimione portaculoides 

Ivy Hedera helix 

White Rockrose Helianthemum appeninum 

- Helichrysum stoechas 

Stinking Hellebore Helleborus foetidus 

Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus 

White Henbane Hyoscyamus albus 

Yellow Flag Iris pseudacorus 

Common Walnut Juglans regia 

Sharp Rush Juncus acutus 

Prickly Juniper Juniperus oxycedrus 

Mountain or Blue Lettuce Lactuca perennis 

Common Lavender Lavandula angustifolia 

Tree Mallow Laventera arborea 

Violet Limodore Limodorum arbortivum 

- Lonicera implexa 

Common Mallow Malva sylvestris 

Sea Stock Matthiola sinuate 

Water Mint Mentha aquatica 

Purple Moor-grass Molinea caerulea 

Tassel Hyacinth Muscari comosum 

Common Grape Hyacinth Muscari neglectum 

Field Forget-me-not Myosotis arvense 

Dense-flowered Orchid Neottinea maculate 

Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera 

Yellow Ophrys Ophrys lutea 

Woodcock Ophrys Ophrys scolopax 

Yellow Ophrys Ophrys sicula 

Long-spurred Orchid Orchis longicornu 

Lady Orchid Orchis purpurea 

Star of Bethlehem Ornithogalum pyrenaicum 

Bedstraw Broomrape Orobanche caryophyllacea 

Branched Broomrape Orobanche ramose 

Early Spider-orchid Orphrys sphedodes 

Common Poppy Papaver rhoeas 

Opium Poppy Papaver somniferum 

Common Reed Phragmite australis 

Stone Pine Pinus pinea 

Mastic Tree Pistacia lentiscus 

Common Polypody Polypodium  vulgare 

White Poplar Populus alba 

Aspen Populus tremula 

Cowslip Primula veris 

Almond Prunus dulcis 

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa 

Kermes Oak Quercus coccifera 

Holm Oak Quercus ilex 

Celery-leaved Buttercup Ranunculus sceletatus 



France - Carcassonne and Cathar Country Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     July 10 11 
 

White Mignonette Reseda alba 

Mediterranean Buckthorn Rhamnus alaternus 

Yellow Rattle Rhinanthus minor 

Common Dog Rose Rosa canina 

Rosemary Rosemarinus officinalis 

Wild Madder Rubia peregrine 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg 

Sheep's Sorrel Rumex asectosella 

Butcher's Broom Ruscus aculeatus 

- Salicornia macrostachya 

Common Elder Sambucas nigra 

Orpine Sedum telephium 

Common Groundsel Senecio vulgaris 

Tongue Orchid Serapias lingua 

White Campion Silene alba 

Italian Catch fly Silene italica 

Bladder Campion Silene vulgaris 

Common Smilax Smilax aspera 

Shrubby Seablite Suaeda vera 

Tamarisk Tamaris gallica 

Yew Taxus baccata 

Wild Thyme Thymus vugaris 

- Tragopogon hybridum 

Salsify Tragopogon porrifolius 

Goat's-beard Tragopogon pratensis 

Red Clover Trifolium pratense 

Star Clover Trifolium stellatum 

Spotted Rockrose Tuberaria guttata 

Wild Tulip Tulipa australis 

Wall Pennywort Umbilicus rupestris 

Urospermum Urospermum dalechampii 

Roman Nettle Urtica pilulifera 

Red Valerian Valeriana ruber 

Guelder Rose Viburnum opulus 

Butterflies 

Common Name Scientific Name 

  

Family PAPILIONIDAE  

Swallowtail Papilio machaon 

Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalarius 

  

Family PIERIDAE  

Brimstone Gonepteriyx rhamni 

Cleopatra Gonepteriyx cleopatra 

Wood White Leptidea sinapsis 

Large White Pieris brassicae 

Black-veined White Aporia crataegi 

Orange tip Anthocharis cardamines 
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Family LYCAENIDAE  

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 

Little Blue Cupido minimus 

Baton Blue Pseudophilotes baton 

Brown Argus Aricia agestis 

Green Hairstreak Calaphrys rubi 

  

Family NYMPHALIDAE  

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 

Granville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia 

Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia 

  

Family SATYRINAE  

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera 

Spanish Gatekeeper Pyronia bathseba 

Western Marbled White Melanargia occitanica 

Other Species of Interest 

Taxon Common Name Scientific Name 

   

Invertebrate Cream-spot Tiger Arctia villica 

 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii 

 Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope 

 Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans 

 White-legged Damselfly Platycnemis pennipes 

 Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum 

 (Jumping Spider sp.) Philaeus chrysops  

 
European Yellow-tailed 
Scorpion Euscorpius flavicaudis  

   

Reptile Viperine Snake Natrix maura 

 Aesculapian Snake Elaphe longissima 

 European Green Lizard Lacerta viridis 

 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica 

   

Amphibian Marsh Frog Pelophylax ridibunda 

   

Mammal Coypu Myocastor coypus 

 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 

 


