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Tour Leaders:   Iain Bray  

    Gerald Broddelez  

 

Participants:   Frank Pickering 

Margaret Targett 

Janet Bussell 

Anne Sinclair 

Judy Crawfurd  

Margaret Lingard 

Robin Lingard 

Andy Campbell 

Sara Campbell 

Paul Heatley 

Barbara Heatley  

Norma Dicker 

Raymond Dicker 

Georgie McCrae 

Colin McCrae 

Day 1 Monday 25th April 

The majority of the group met up at Gatwick airport after checking in for the early afternoon flight to Montpellier.  

The journey was smooth and we all arrived safely at our destination over 30 minutes earlier than scheduled. After 

collecting our baggage we met up with two more members of the group and Gerald who would be co-leading the 

tour. We loaded up the two minibuses and set off on the hour long journey to the hotel at Vinassan which would 

provide our base for the tour. On the way we experienced some heavy showers and hail; fortunately this was to be 

the only rain we would experience during our time in Languedoc. Between the outbursts we saw several Black Kites 

soaring beside the motorway. 

 

On arriving at the hotel we met up with the remaining members of the group who had arrived earlier in the day 

from Perpignan before settling into our rooms. We later reconvened to sample some local wines generously 

provided by our hosts before sitting down to our evening meal. Outside we could hear the songs of the resident 

Nightingale and Serin; the latter sang every day but only ever provided tantalising views for the group for the 

duration of our stay. 

Day 2 Tuesday 26th April 

After a hearty breakfast (French style) we set off from the hotel at 8.30am down the coast towards the Etang de La 

Palme. This lagoon was formerly involved in part with the production of salt and the abandoned saline beds were 

our first birding destination. With the aid of our telescopes we had some excellent views of Kentish and Ringed 

Plovers as well as a large flock of Greater Flamingos. The Tramontane wind was blowing hard from the north, 

forcing the migrating passerines to pass low over the water as they fought their way towards land.   
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At this stop we saw many flocks of Yellow Wagtail and we would witness frequent other mixed species flocks over 

the course of the morning.  Beside the track we found Salicornia macrostachya and Shrubby Seablite growing along the 

water’s edge. After an hour we returned to the minibuses and headed around the lagoon on to the low lying island 

of Les Cousssoules. Here we watched scores of hirundines passing over head and as well as seeing Marsh Harrier, 

Black Kite, Reed Warbler, Whinchat, Wheatear and Cuckoo. We found also found Astragalus hamosus, Pink Oxalis 

and Star Clover amongst the scrub vegetation. 

 

After lunch we headed up to the Leucate plateau, a limestone promontory lying between the Etang de La Palme to 

the north and the Etang de Leucate to the south. This area is a European site for nature conservation designated 

for its botanical interest as well as being an important passage point for migratory birds. Here we split off into 

smaller groups with some of us enjoying the incredible variety of flowers whilst others headed off in search of 

birds. Amongst our finds were Narrow-leaved Cistus, Galactites, Silvery Convolvulus, Jerusalem Sage, Common 

Asphodel and carpets of Aphyllanthes. The birders included Sardinian, Garden and Western Orphean Warblers, 

Crested Lark, Whinchat and Northern Wheatear within the species found. We eventually reconvened at the 

minibus and headed back to the hotel for our daily review of the day’s sightings as well some much appreciated 

delicious food accompanied by local wine. 

Day 3 Wednesday 27th April 

We woke up to another fine day but the wind was still blowing strong from the north. As the day progressed it 

began to abate and wouldn’t return in any significant form for the rest of the tour. We set off from the hotel at 

8.30am and headed south towards Fitou before heading inland up the Feuilla Pass. This area can turn up some 

interesting birds but the conditions today kept the numbers down. This wasn’t to be the case for the botanists 

amongst us however and our two morning stops turned up some interesting species. These included: Woodcock 

Orchid, Leuzia, Yellow Ophrys, St. Bernard’s Lily and Mountain Lettuce. After a good look around in these striking 

limestone hills we pressed on to our lunchtime destination.   

 

On arriving at Queribus Castle we had a filling buffet lunch before the majority of the group took the opportunity 

to visit this stunning former border garrison. Sub-alpine Warblers seemed to be singing from every bush and Red-

billed Chough soared around the peak. For those of us who remained lower down the time was not misspent and 

we found Wild Tulips, Shrubby Globularia, Bastard Balm as well as Dull Ophrys and Green-winged Orchid 

amongst the macquis. 

 

When the group reassembled again mid-afternoon we set off for a brief visit to admire the views of the Galamus 

gorges and some close encounters with Crag Martins as well as finding fine specimen of Montpellier Maple. We 

then headed off to our last stop for some more botanising at a small unsupposing site near St. Paul. From here we 

were able watch a pair of Short-toed Eagles pass lazily overhead as well as find Violet Limodore, Burnt and Dense-

flower Orchids. Of the butterflies seen that day we could also add Black-eyed Blue to the list. After this long and 

fulfilling day we set off back to the hotel. 

Day 4 Thursday 28th April 

This morning was fine and sunny with very little wind. We set off at our now usual time and headed down to the 

Ile St. Martin which lies on the edge of the Etang de Ayrolles not far from our base at Vinassan.   
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We parked under the shade of some stone pine trees before setting off on a short circular walk which would take 

up our entire morning and a variety of different habitats. Our first stretch passed in land, close to the limestone 

scrub and vineyards. Here we encouraged a Western Orphean Warbler into full view for all to see and watched 

Spanish Gatekeeper and Swallowtail butterflies moving amongst the scores of flowers. As our walk progressed we 

saw several Honey Buzzards on migration passing overhead as well as occasional Bee-eaters. Amongst the pines we 

also had good views of Pied Flycatchers and a Wood Warbler. The footpath then looped around talking us close to 

the lagoon edge where we found Round-leaved Birthwort and Shepherd’s Needle – a now critically endangered 

plant in the UK.   

 

On returning to the minibuses we tucked in to another much deserved picnic lunch before making a short drive to 

the reed beds of Petit Castelou. We parked up and headed along a very quiet road which takes in views of open 

water as well as the extensive emergent vegetation. Before long we heard the explosive call of a Cetti’s Warbler as 

well as several Zitting Cisticola. Marsh Harriers were seen hunting over the reeds and good views were had of 

Purple Herons flying to and fro. In the more open areas we were lucky enough to see a small migratory flock of 

Black Redshank in their summer plumage as wells as Garganey and a Coypu. As we walked we could see the sky 

brooding the distance and streaks of lighting flashing across the sky over the inland hills. As the weather 

approached we prudently decided to head back to the vehicles but fortunately the rain never came and we were 

soon enjoying the evening sunshine once again. 

Day 5 Friday 29th April 

It was an overcast but warm day as we set off inland again to the historic and beautiful village of Lagrasse on the 

edge of the Alaric Mountains. After parking up we headed off in various directions, with some taking the 

opportunity to visit the still functioning abbey, whilst others went off looking for birds and plants. We passed over 

one of the old bridges crossing the Orbieu River, where we saw Grey Wagtails hunting for insects, a fine Judas Tree 

and our first views of Blue Rock-thrush. We quickly set up our telescopes and peered through our binoculars to the 

immense amusement of the locals. We then climbed up into a nature reserve which offers excellent views over the 

village and abbey. Here we found Gladiolus illyricus and Yellow Ophrys as well as managing further excellent views 

of Blue Rock Thrush on the roof tops (see photo at the top of the report) and a Rock Sparrow flitting around the 

craggy slopes.   

 

We then dropped back down into the village and headed towards the Olive groves on the edge of town looking for 

plants. We were obliged with close views of a female Black Redstart en route but the plants took a bit more 

searching out. Eventually we found Woodcock and Burnt Orchids amongst other species before heading back to 

the minibuses. Yet again a whole morning had flown by and it was time to move on to our next destination. 

 

We arrived at Fontfroide Abbey where we had our picnic lunch in the now sunshine before going inside for a very 

interesting guided tour of this important historical site.  In the surrounding garrigue we saw Swallowtail butterflies 

as well as Cirl Bunting. After we finished our visit we had a much welcomed coffee/ice cream in the café before 

heading back to the hotel. We couldn’t be late tonight as the highlights of the Royal Wedding were much 

anticipated by many in the group! 
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Day 6 Saturday 30th April 

This morning we headed back towards the coast.  This time to the freshwater lagoons of the Etang de Vendres and 

the impressively named vestiges of the temple of Venus, which in fact is a small non-descript mounded ruin on the 

edge of the reed bed. However, it wasn’t for the history that we were here. This spot offers a fantastic vantage point 

over the area and once again it didn’t fail to deliver some excellent views of many impressive birds including Red-

crested Pochard, Great Reed-warbler, Common Tern and Zitting Cisticola. As well as the real highlights: a Great-

spotted Cuckoo which obligingly landed on a nearby tree as well as fleeting glimpses of a Little Bittern. 

 

We then moved onwards to Peuch Blanc which lies at the edge of the grazing marsh and the littoral. In past years 

this site has supported nesting Eagle Owl but unfortunately this year they were not to be seen. Nonetheless this 

spot offered many other delights including Corn Bunting, Tawny Pipit, Stonechat, Bee-eaters and Whinchat as well 

as Glanville Fritillary butterflies and many Bee Orchids. 

 

After another relaxing picnic lunch we headed off towards the Lac de Pissevaches and some more birding over the 

shallow lagoons. Our first stop was at a water treatment works where we saw a pair of Greater Flamingos, feeding 

Avocets, Sandwich Terns, Slender-billed Gulls, Mediterranean Gulls and Whiskered Terns. We then moved around 

the lagoon where we saw a Yellow-billed Gull with chicks and some distant views of feeding waders, obscured by 

the heat haze and some slightly unpleasant views of the nudist beach!   

 

After a short stop we drove along the coast on the edge of the littoral and stopped under some pine trees to search 

for more plants and orchids. After some searching a few of the group came across a Bumble-bee Orchid, Yellow 

Ophrys and a Lizard Orchid which was not yet in full bloom. We then hoped back into the minibuses and a short 

drive back to the hotel. 

Day 7   Sunday 1st May 

This was our last full day out in the field. After another filling breakfast we loaded up the vehicles and ventured 

inland towards the magnificent village of Minèrve. We parked up on the northern bank of one of the gorges which 

surrounds the site on three sides before slowly heading down the hill towards the village. Just before the first of the 

buildings we stopped to look across the narrow heavily vegetated ravine. Amongst the trees we could hear the 

plaintive call of a Golden Oriole from the poplar trees and above/below us we watched Swifts, Alpine Swifts, Crag 

Martins, Barn and Red-rumped Swallows. The majority of the group then descended down towards the river and 

along a narrow path carved into the rock face before reaching the confluence of the two rivers. On the way we saw 

Snapdragons, Navelwort, Fumaria bicolore and Common Polypody ferns. After admiring the view and watching a 

Blue Rock Thrush, Rock Sparrow and some Grey Wagtails we then climbed back up and through the village. We 

still hadn’t caught a glimpse of the Golden Oriole so a few us waited at our previous vantage point until after a few 

minutes we were rewarded with a view of one flying down the gorge. 

 

On returning to the level of the car park we wandered amongst the garrigue looking for flowers. Here we found 

Pyramidal Orchid, Grey-leaved Cistus, Urospermum, St. Bernard’s Lily and more Aphyllanthes. We also had some 

good views of a Red-backed Shrike perched up on one of the telephone wires nearby.   
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After lunch we set off towards the famous walled city of Carcassonne. We parked up near the main city gates and 

went our separate ways to enjoy the historic (and touristic) delights of the place. Unfortunately being a Bank 

Holiday weekend the museum wasn’t open however it wasn’t long before a group of us gathered at one of the 

many outdoor cafés for enormous ice-creams and coffee. We eventually headed back to the minibuses for our 

rendezvous departure.  As we waited for everyone to assemble one of the group spotted a Tongue Orchid growing 

on the grassy bank of the car park.  Before long we were all on our hands and knees looking for plants. Eventually 

we found three other species of orchid: Pyramidal, Dull Ophrys and Yellow Ophrys. This turned out to be an 

unexpected and surprisingly good site for plants! 

Day 8 Monday 2nd May 

This was our last day in France. Our flight was not scheduled until the late afternoon so after breakfast and moving 

out of the rooms we had the morning to relax and explore the local area.  A few of use headed to the south of the 

village, under the autoroute and up into the Clape hills. Here we were able to do some ‘last minute’ birding which 

turned up Sardinian, Dartford and Grasshopper Warblers.   

 

After an enjoyable circular walk we returned to the hotel for a buffet lunch on the terrace before reluctantly leaving 

for the airport at Montpellier. On arriving we said goodbye to Gerald and other members of the group who were 

travelling by train. Then we checked in before another smooth and trouble free flight back to the UK. 

 

During our tour we managed to see (or hear) 122 species of birds, 25 species of butterflies and 13 species of 

orchids. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds 

 Common Name Scientific Name  Common Name Scientific Name 

1 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 62 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 

2 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 63 European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 

3 Gadwall Anas strepera 64 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 

4 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 65 Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 

5 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 66 Eurasian jay Garrulus glandarius 

6 Garganey Anas querquedula 67 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica 

7 Eurasian teal Anas crecca 68 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

8 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 69 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula 

9 Common Pochard Aythya ferina 70 Carrion Crow Corvus corone 

10 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 71 Great Tit Parus major 

11 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 72 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 

12 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 73 Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus 

13 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 74 Crested Lark Galerida cristata 

14 White Stork Ciconia ciconia 75 Woodlark Lullula arborea 

15 Eurasian bittern Botaurus stellaris 76 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis 

16 Little bittern Ixobrychus minutus 77 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

17 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 78 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris 

18 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 79 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 

19 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 80 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 

20 Western Great Egret Ardea alba 81 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 

21 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 82 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

22 Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 83 Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli 

23 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 84 Wood warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

24 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 85 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

25 Red kite Milvus milvus 86 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

26 Black Kite Milvus migrans 87 Common grasshopper warbler Locustella naevia 

27 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus 88 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 

28 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 89 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

29 Eurasian sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 90 Garden warbler Sylvia borin 

30 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 91 Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis 

31 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 92 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

32 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 93 Dartford warbler Sylvia undata 

33 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 94 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 

34 Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio 95 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 

35 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 96 Goldcrest Regulus regulus 

36 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 97 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla 

37 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 98 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

38 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 99 Common Blackbird Turdus merula 

39 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 100 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 

40 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 101 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 

41 Spotted redshank Tringa erythropus 102 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 

42 Dunlin Calidris alpina 103 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola 

43 Ruff Philomachus pugnax 104 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

44 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei 105 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 

45 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 106 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 

46 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 107 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

47 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 108 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia 

48 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 109 Dunnock Prunella modularis 

49 Little Tern Sternula albifrons 110 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 

50 Common Tern Sterna hirundo 111 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
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 Common Name Scientific Name  Common Name Scientific Name 

51 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 112 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

52 Common Pigeon Columba livia 113 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 

53 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 114 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 

54 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 115 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

55 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius 116 European Serin Serinus serinus 

56 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 117 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 

57 Tawny owl Strix aluco 118 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 

58 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 119 Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina 

59 Common Swift Apus apus 120 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 

60 Pallid swift Apus pallidus 121 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 

61 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 122 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 

Plants 

Family Scientific name Common Name 

   

ACERACEAE Acer monspessulanum Montpellier maple 

AIZOACEAE Carpobrotus acinaciformis Hottentot Fig 

APIACEAE Foeniculum vulgare Fennel 

 Levisticum officinale Lovage 

 Scandix pecten-veneris Shepherd's needle 

ARIALACEAE Hedera helix Ivy 

ARISTOLOCHIACEAE Aristolochia clematitis Birthwort 

 Aristolochia rotunda Round-leaved Birthwort 

BORAGINACEAE Borago officinalis Borage 

 Cynoglossum creticum Blue hound's tongue 

 Echium angustifolium Narrow-leaved bugloss 

 Echium vulgare Viper's bugloss 

BUXACEAE Buxus sempervirens Box 

CAPRIFOLIACEAE Lonicera etrusca Etruscan honeysuckle 

 Sambucas nigra Common elder 

CARYOPHYLLACEAE Silene alba White campion 

 Silene italica Italian Catch fly 

 Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion 

CHENOPODIACEAE Halimione portaculoides Sea Purslane 

 Salicornia europaea Sea samphire 

 Suaeda vera Shrubby Seablite 

CISTACEAE Cistus albidus Grey-leaved cistus 

 Cistus monspeliensis Narrow-leaved cistus 

 Helianthemum appeninum White rockrose 

CNEORACEAE Cneorum tricocon Cneorum 

COMPOSITEAE Bellis perennis Daisy 

 Galactites tomentosa Galactites 

 Helichrysum italicum  - 

 Helichrysum stoechas  - 

 Lactuca perennis Mountain lettuce 

 Leuzia conifera Leuzia 

 Matricaria recutita Scented mayweed 

 Silybum marianum Milk thistle 

 Tragopogon hybridum  - 

 Tragopogon porrifolius Salsify 

 Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard 

 Urospermum dalechampii Urospermum 

CONVOLVULACEAE Convolvulus althaeoides Mallow-leaved bindweed 

 Convolvulus cneorum Silvery bindweed 
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Family Scientific name Common Name 

   

CRASSULACEAE Umbilicus rupestris Navelwort 

CRUCIFEREAE Lobularia maritima Sweet alyssum 

CUCURBITACEAE Bryonia cretica White bryony 

CUPRESSACEAE Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress 

 Juniperus oxycedrus Prickly Juniper 

DIPSACACEAE Dipsacus fullonum Wild teasel 

EQUISETACEAE Equisetum arvense Field horsetail 

 Equisetum palustre Marsh horsetail 

EUPHORBIACEAE Euphorbia characias Large Mediterranean spurge 

 Euphorbia cypariassias Cypress spurge 

 Euphorbia serrata  - 

FAGACEAE Quercus coccifera Kermes oak 

 Quercus ilex Holm Oak 

FUMARIACEAE Fumaria bicolore  - 

 Fumaria capreolata Ramping fumitory 

 Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory 

GERANIACEAE Erodium chium Mediterranean stork's-bill 

 Erodium cicutarium Common Stork's-bill 

 Erodium malacoides  

 Geranium robertianum Herb Robert 

GLOBULARIACEAE Globularia alypum Shrubby Globularia 

IRIDACEAE Gladiolus illyricus  - 

 Gladiolus italicus Field gladiolus 

 Iris pseudacorus Yellow flag 

JUGLANDACEAE Juglans regia Common walnut 

JUNCACEAE Juncus acutus Sharp rush 

LABIATEAE Lavandula angustifolia Common lavender 

 Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort 

 Phlomis fruticosa Jerusalem sage 

 Rosemarinus officinalis Rosemary 

 Salvia verbeneca Wild clary 

 Thymus vugaris Wild thyme 

LAURACEAE Laurus nobilis Sweet bay 

LEGUMINOSAE Anthyllis vulneraria Mediterranean kidney vetch 

 Astragalus hamosus  - 

 Cercis siliquastrum Judas tree 

 Lathyrus setifolius  - 

 Medicago minima Small medick 

 Spartium junceum Spanish broom 

 Trifolium repens White clover 

 Trifolium stellatum Star clover 

 Vicia sativa Common vetch 

LILACEAE Allium roseum Rosy garlic 

 Anthericum liliago St. Bernard's lily 

 Aphyllanthes monspeliensis Aphyllanthes 

 Asphodelus aestivus Common Asphodel 

 Linum bienne Pale flax 

 Muscari comosum Tassel Hyacinth 

 Muscari neglectum Common Grape Hyacinth 

 Ornithogalum umbellatum Star of Bethlehem 

 Smilax aspera Common smilax 

 Tulipa australis Wild Tulip 

MALVACEAE Malva sylvestris Common mallow 
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Family Scientific name Common Name 

   

MORACEAE Ficus carica Fig 

OLEACEAE Fraxinus excelsior Ash 

 Jasminum fructicaus Wild Jasmine 

 Olea europaea Olive 

ORCHIDACEAE Aceras anthropophorum Man orchid 

 Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal orchid 

 Himantoglossum hircinum Lizard orchid 

 Limodorum arbortivum Violet limodore 

 Neottinea maculata Dense-flowered orchid 

 Ophrys apifera Bee orchid 

 Ophrys bombilifera Bumble bee orchid 

 Ophrys fusca Dull ophrys 

 Ophrys lutea subsp. lutea Yellow ophrys 

 Ophrys scolopax Woodcock orchid 

 Orchis morio subsp. picta Green-winged orchid 

 Orchis purpurea Lady orchid 

 Serapias lingua Tongue Orchid 

OROBANCHACEAE Orobanche caryophyllacea Bedstraw broomrape 

OXALIDACEAE Oxalis articulata Pink oxalis 

PAPAVERACEAE Glaucium flavum Yellow horned-poppy 

 Papaver rhoeas Common poppy 

PINACEAE Pinus pinea Stone pine 

PITTOSPORACEAE Pittosporum tobira  - 

PLANTAGINACEAE Plantago lanceolata Ribwort plantain 

POACEAE Arundo donax Giant Reed 

 Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot 

 Festuca vivipare Viviparous fescue 

 Holcus lanatus Yorkshire fog 

 Hordeum murinum Wall barley 

 Phlaris aquatica Bulbous canary grass 

 Phragmite australis Common reed 

POLYPODIACEAE Polypodium  vulgare Common polypody 

PRIMULACEAE Anagallis arvensis Scarlet pimpernell 

 Anagallis foemina Blue pimpernell 

 Anagallis monellii Shrubby pimpernell 

RANUNCULACEAE Helleborus viridis Green hellebore 

 Ranunculus repens Creeping buttercup 

RESEDACEAE Reseda alba White mignonette 

ROSACEAE Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 

 Fumana ericoides  - 

 Poterium verrucosum Mediterranean salad burnet 

 Prunus dulcis Almond 

 Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 

 Rosa canina Common dog rose 

 Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble 

RUBIACEAE Galium aparine Cleavers 

 Rubia peregrina Wild madder 

RUTACEAE Ruta chalepensis Fringed rue 

SALICACEAE Populus alba White poplar 

 Populus tremula Aspen 

SCROPHULARACEAE Antirrhinum majus Snapdragon 

 Cymbalaria muralis Ivy-leaved Toadflax 

 Rhinanthus minor Yellow rattle 
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Family Scientific name Common Name 

   

 Veronica austriaca Large speedwell 

SOLANACEAE Hyoscyamus albus White henbane 

TAMARICACEAE Tamaris gallica Tamarisk 

URTICACEAE Urtica pilulifera Roman nettle 

VALERIANACEAE Centhrantus ruber Red valerian 

Butterflies 

 Common Name Scientific Name  Common Name Scientific Name 

      

1 Mallow skipper Carcharodus alceae 14 Baton blue Pseudophilotes baton 

2 Red-underwing skipper Spialia sertorius 15 Black-eyed blue Glaucopsyche melanops 

3 Swallowtail Papilio machaon 16 Alcon blue Maculinea alcon 

4 Scarce swallowtail Iphiclides podalarius 17 Brown argus Aricia agestis 

5 Cleopatra Gonepteriyx cleopatra 18 Painted lady Vanessa cardui 

6 Clouded yellow Colias crocea 19 Red admiral Vanessa atalanta 

7 Small white Pieris rapae 20 Granville fritillary Melitaea cinxia 

8 Large white Pieris brassicae 21 Queen of Spain fritillary Issoria lathonia 

9 Black-veined white Aporia crataegi 22 Speckled wood Pararge aegeria 

10 Orange tip Anthocharis cardamines 23 Wall brown Lasiommata megera 

11 Western dappled white Euchloe crameri 24 Spanish gatekeeper Pyronia bathseba 

12 Provence orange tip Anthocharis euphenoides 25 Western marbled white Melanargia occitanica 

13 Common blue Polyommatus icarus    

Other Taxa 

Taxon Common Name Scientific Name 

   

Invertebrates Lesser emperor Anax parthenope 

 Black-tailed skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum 

   

Reptiles European green lizard Lacerta viridis 

 Wall lizard Podarcis muralis 

   

Amphibian Marsh Frog Pelophylax ridibunda 

   

Mammals Coypu Myocastor coypus 

 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 

 


