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Leaders:   Tom McJannet (tour leader & ornithologist)  
David Tattersfield (tour leader & botanist)  
Tony Williams (local guide & naturalist)   
 

Participants:  Chris Benson      
Pat Carpenter      
Jeff Carpenter      
Eric Foster      
Imgard Huttner      
David Jacob      
Jean Jacob      
David Rear      
Bob Toll      
Daphne Toll      
 

This was an eight-day birds, plants and butterflies trip to one of the richest, if less well-known, natural history 
destinations in France.  Our centre for the duration was the charming town of Mezieres-en-Brenne. 

Day 1 Saturday 19 May 

We all met at Waterloo Station to catch our Eurostar train and it was hugs and kisses for four of the group as Pat 
and Jeff Carpenter surprised their good friends Daphne and Bob Toll by joining this trip.  Excitement over, we 
all boarded the train and settled down for the first leg of our journey down to Lille.   The trip was smooth and 
comfortable and we arrived in Lille in good time to catch the TGV service, which would take us on to Poitiers. 
 
 Once in Poitiers everyone enjoyed some coffee while David and I went to collect the vehicles, which would be 
our transport for the next week.  An hour and three-quarters later we drove into the charming and very French 
town of Mezieres-en-Brenne. This will be our base for the next week. After settling in and unpacking our bags, 
we met in the charming courtyard for some pre dinner drinks and a quick chat about the itinerary we would 
loosely be following over the next seven days.  Everybody seemed happy with the way the first day had panned 
out and the hotel was given unanimous approval.  A lively dinner was enjoyed and we tucked into some very fine 
French beef. After some wine and beers the group was getting along famously. 
 
 I must add at this point that the glass of wine I had consumed at dinner did, in no way, contribute to the mishap 
I experienced later on in my room. Somehow I managed to drop my mobile phone into the toilet bowl. What, 
you may ask, was I doing using my phone in the toilet? Quite!  You can imagine the rest. The group didn’t let me 
forget this foolish mishap!   

Day 2 Sunday 20 May 

 We managed to get away from the hotel at around nine to enjoy a morning exploring the local étangs. Although 
it was rather overcast we enjoyed getting to grips with the common avifauna of the area.  Whiskered Terns were 
in abundance, along with Pochard, Tufted Ducks, Great Crested Grebes and Black-winged Stilts.  Marsh 
Harriers drifted lazily over the reeds and Reed Warblers shouted from their precarious perches of waving Reed 
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Mace and Yellow Flag Irises.  Not to be outdone Nightingales were holding their own along with Blackcaps, 
Cetti’s Warbler, Chiffchaff. We could also detect the soft purring undertone of Turtle Doves. This was all topped 
of by a very lucky fly-by of a Black-crowned Night Heron. 
 
     One particular étang was a favourite with the fabulous Black-necked Grebes, some with chicks, whilst others 
were still displaying, a real spectacle which we all enjoyed.  There were many Common Whitethroats hurling 
themselves high into the air to display their prowess, unafraid that the chance of a passing Kestrel or Hobby may 
curtail their activities once and for all. 
 
 It was a wonderful morning with something to attract our interest all the time, but unfortunately the skies were 
darkening and by the time we arrived at the Reserve Naturelle de Cherine to meet Naturetrek’s local expert, 
Tony Williams, it had begun to rain quite hard.  Tony welcomed us into his inner sanctum and we made 
ourselves comfortable in his very cosy office overlooking the reserve.  A wonderful lunch of cold meats, cheeses, 
fruit and a couple of bottles of wine was thoughtfully provided and we happily sat out the worst of the weather. 
We eventually emerged much later to drive to a hide that overlooked a couple of the étangs.  On the walk out to 
the hide we chanced upon a very nice Melodious Warbler. It performed for us and even allowed a couple of 
photos to be taken.  There were several Black-veined White butterflies seen to be clinging to the soggy 
vegetation and a nice Black Kite drifted over our heads.  On reaching the hide we were welcomed by the only 
Stonechat of the day, a pair of Swallows who were busily trying to build a nest in the entrance of the hide and the 
wonderful sound of Nightingales singing from the surrounding bushes. David found us the only Garden Warbler 
of the day.  
 
 There were quite a few people in the hide when we entered, but with the arrival of our group of twelve we soon 
had the hide to ourselves!  An obliging Grey Heron was intently fishing in the shallows very near to us, allowing 
great photo opportunities. European Pond Terrapin and Coypu added much interest, as did a pair of lovely 
Broad-bodied Chasers alighting quite near so we could see the beautiful powder blue body of the male and then 
the more muted golden colour of the female.  Other bird species of note that were enjoyed were a couple of 
Great White Egret and a dapper male Garganey with his lady. 
 
 After almost an hour in the hide we drove to a place where we were lucky enough to find some superb Lizard 
Orchids (Himantoglossum hircinum) actually in flower.  They usually start blooming in early June so we were really 
fortunate to find these specimens.  These are weird but wonderful looking plants and if you get close enough you 
will detect a rather strong smell of ‘billy goat’ which can only add to their attraction! 
 
 The day was wearing on now and as we headed back to Mezieres we were still noting birds such as Golden 
Oriole and Turtle Dove.  We arrived back at the hotel around six twenty leaving us just enough time for a quick 
wash and brush up before meeting in the courtyard to do the daily log.  Tony Williams joined us for a drink and 
filled us in on a few more places that would certainly be of interest to us.   
 
 Dinner was an excellent chicken dish which was thoroughly enjoyed by all, interspersed with much hilarity and 
leg pulling, mostly at my expense I may add, vis a vis my being the not so proud owner of a damp and partially 
working phone! 
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Day 3 Monday 21 May 

 After breakfast this morning we headed for a lovely spot where the meadow is virtually given over to the 
orchids that grow there.  There were several species to feast our eyes on, but by far the most prolific was the 
Tongue Orchid (Serapias Lingua) of which there must have been in excess of 30,000 plants.  Other species we 
found were Lesser Butterfly (Platanthera bifolia), Green Winged (Orchis Morio) and Loose-flowered Orchid (Orchis 
laxiflora).  
 
 This was such a terrific spot that we must have spent at least two hours exploring and photographing anything 
that grabbed our interest.  At one point there was a cracking Melodious Warbler singing from the top of a bush, 
then there were numerous calling Common Whitethroats, a few Red Backed Shrikes and then Turtle Doves on 
the wires. I glanced up to the skies to see a Honey Buzzard drifting over and it actually started displaying with 
that wonderful over-wing clapping and we could actually hear the slapping of the wings as they came in contact 
with each other.  It really was a fabulous piece of behaviour to witness.  A couple of Golden Orioles patrolled a 
hedgerow giving us tantalizing glimpses of their bright yellow and black finery, and bright green lizards hid 
among the grasses.  All too soon it was time to reluctantly drag ourselves away to go and pick up our lunch from 
Tony at Cherine.  Even here we were distracted at the entrance of the reserve where there were a myriad of 
dragonflies, including a superb Scarlet Darter just begging to be photographed, so we duly obliged.  
     Tony took us along with our lunch to the picnic tables at Saint-Michel-en-Brenne.  When we arrived at the 
picnic spot we met up with Mike Read who was leading a group from The Travelling Naturalists, so it was fun to 
spend some time with them swapping stories and sightings that we’d all experienced in the last couple of days.   
 
 While we were having lunch the ‘tinkling glass’ song of a Serin was heard and just as quickly spotted. This was a 
new bird for some of the group so it was a very welcome sighting indeed, as were a couple of Black Redstarts 
that were foraging on the grassy area of the picnic venue.  As we were packing up our lunch it had started to rain 
which dampened our spirits somewhat, but by the time we got to the main hide that we visited yesterday it 
seemed the weather had brightened up considerably. So after a brief look from the hide where we were lucky 
enough to get a nice low-flying Short-toed Eagle, we headed off further afield.  
 
 Our next port of call was a lovely walk along a lane that runs down the back of the Cherine reserve and ends up 
at an excellent new hide that overlooks a scrape.  To get to the hide we had to cross a narrow body of water 
spanned by a bridge and it was here that we spent an exceptionally enjoyable time.  There were dozens and 
dozens of Marsh Frogs in a frenzy of calling and vying for attention and we watched fascinated at the way their 
cheek pouches inflated as they called.  Along with the frogs there were also many dragonflies buzzing about like 
demented jewels.  Of particular interest were the female Emperors which were in the act of laying eggs with their 
ovipositor just beneath the surface of the water.  As we were watching entranced at this behaviour, a frog 
suddenly leapt out and took one of the dragonflies, dragged it under and actually managed to ingest the whole 
thing.  Wow, it really took our breath away, talk about nature ‘red in tooth and claw’ or ‘gum and finger’ as was 
more appropriate. 
 
 It had been a fascinating day and we had plenty to talk about over dinner, which we had at a restaurant in a 
nearby town.  Tony joined us this evening for dinner and after our meal he took us to a favoured Nightjar site. 
Almost on cue as he was explaining to the group what a Nightjar looked like, one floated passed and he wryly 
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said ‘Looking something like that!’  Several more Nightjars were seen so all in all it had been an extremely 
successful day.  Back at the hotel a few of us indulged in a nightcap, then it was off to bed feeling very pleasantly 
weary. 

Day 4 Tuesday 22 May 

Today Tony met us after we’d had breakfast and firstly took us to see the La Brenne Orchids. There ensued a 
very healthy debate as to whether they were a true species or just another split to boost lists, and then it was on 
to the private estate that we had managed to acquire permission to visit. 
 
We were beginning by now to get familiar with the habitat of the area, which is very varied.  Although generally 
flat, the surrounding countryside includes étangs (lakes, of which there are said to be about 2,300) woodlands, 
including ancient oak and hornbeam woods, flowery meadows, scrubland, some cultivated land and of course 
gardens and smallholdings.  There are miles of hedges and often, wide verges with ditches alongside.  The water 
table is generally high (although much drier later in the year) and many of the meadows are damp.  The general 
impression, and appeal of the area, is of varied, traditional, low intensity land management with a great diversity 
of habitats and, therefore, plenty of room for wildlife. 
 
The private estate was just east of Mezieres-en-Brenne and as we walked across the meadow to the lake we took 
our time and admired Honey Buzzards, Black Kite and Common Buzzards in the sky while on terra firma there 
were many butterflies including Black Hairstreak, Small Copper, Small Blue and Swallowtails, one of which Tony 
managed to catch in his net.  As well as Tony leaping about the marshes like a demented professor there was also 
a fox trying to cross the marsh. The only time we could see the creature was when its little face appeared above 
the reeds as it leapt up to see where it was.  We didn’t know which was the more comical and entertaining, Tony 
or the fox. 
 
After a thoroughly enjoyable morning we stopped at the little chapel in the woods to have our lunch but 
unfortunately The Travelling Naturalist group had got to the site first and bagged the best table.  However, we 
soon found another and settled ourselves down to enjoy a super picnic.  
 
The rest of the afternoon was spent searching out different species of orchid and we did rather well in locating a 
site for the very thinly distributed Man Orchid (Aceras anthropophorum). Then we had Pyramidal Orchid 
(Anacamptis pyramidalis), Fragrant Orchid (Gymnadenia conopsea), Spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii), Twyblade 
(Listera ovata) and one Monkey Orchid (Orchis simian) and one Bee Orchid (Ophrys Apifera).  We were also pleased 
to find the rare ‘Kerry Lily’ (Simethis planifolia), which is an excellent find anywhere in Europe.  Although it does 
occur in France, the only other place it occurs in Europe is in Ireland, hence the name. 
 
As we neared home we stopped at another étang for a last bit of birding and struck lucky when we spotted a 
stunning Short-toed Eagle, three Common Buzzards and two Black Kites.  A couple of Zitting Cisticolas buzzed 
about, and posing very nicely on a fence was one of my top ten birds, the handsome Turtle Dove. 
 
Once back at the hotel we had time to relax before meeting to do the evening log in the lovely courtyard. By 
now we’d all become very fond of this place and it has become a part of the day we all look forward to, taking 
stock of all the new things we’d encountered and enjoyed.  I think one of the enduring memories for all of us, 
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today, will be the sight of Tony, charming eccentric that he is, sploshing about in the marsh, butterfly net in 
hand, catching specimens for us to inspect.  The picture instantly brings a smile to the face. 
 
After an excellent dinner, some of the group walked over to the bar across the road where a Barn Owl had been 
seen, and we were lucky enough to get a sighting, so that was a terrific end to an excellent day. 

Day 5 Wednesday 23 May 

We awoke to a rather cool, overcast day but after our usual continental breakfast we set out in a westerly 
direction to explore another superb orchid site known as ‘the quarry’.  Unfortunately as we were on our way, one 
of our Davids realised that he’d forgotten his binoculars, and although he made light of it and didn’t want to 
inconvenience the group by going back I insisted, as only another birder can, that a day in the field without 
binoculars is unthinkable.  So without further ado we returned to pick up that most necessary piece of 
equipment.  The chalky area we were visiting supports a terrific variety of alkaline-loving plants and we were full 
of expectations and hoping to identify several new species.  On arriving at the site there was already a coach load 
of, presumably, geology students, happily splitting lumps of chalk in the quest for fossils. However, botany was 
our interest today and we thoroughly enjoyed discovering such delights as the striking Violet Birds Nest Orchid 
(Limodorum abortivum), the more delicate Fly Orchid (Ophrys insectifera), Burnt Tip Orchid (Orchis ustulata) an Early 
Spider Orchid (Ophrys sphegodes) and some Bee Orchids.  It was amazing how quickly the time flew by, so 
absorbed were we in our orchid hunt when we realised we were in danger of being late for our lunchtime 
rendezvous, so we piled back into the vehicles and headed for the picnic site.  Tony was there ready and waiting 
for us at this riverside location where Bee-eaters had taken up their summer residence for the past few years.   
What a fantastic lunch we had, enjoying superb weather and feasting our eyes on the rainbow-coloured aerial 
acrobats that are European Bee-eaters.  They performed wonderfully for us and everybody was more than happy 
just to relax and enjoy the show. 
 
After lunch as we headed for another chalk hill site to continue our orchid search, we narrowly missed flattening 
a Western Whip Snake as it shot across the road.   On arriving at the site we were delighted to see lots of the 
dainty Adonis Blue butterfly flitting among the plants.  Sword-leaved Helleborine (Cephalanthera longifolia) were in 
good numbers and a surprising find in this area were two Lizard Orchids.  We were all, at this stage, beginning to 
flag just a tad as the weather had warmed up considerably.  This morning the temperature was in the region of 
16°C and it had now reached around 26°C, but felt quite a bit warmer as the hillside was shielding us from any 
breeze. 
 
Throughout the day we’d had several Honey Buzzard sightings but our quest for the Lady Orchid (Orchis 
purpurea), alas, was in vain, although whilst searching a lovely green Tree Frog was found.  Another rather 
interesting find was a Black-veined White butterfly that had landed on a likely looking Ox-eye Daisy only to fall 
foul of a lurking Crab Spider which had grabbed the unfortunate insect and had absolutely no intention of letting 
it go.  The more sadistic members of the group delighted in capturing to camera this miniature ‘David and 
Goliath’ struggle in glorious technicolor close-up. 
 
Our last stop of the day was at Étang Gabriau where we managed to bag our first Red Crested Pochards of the 
trip, so that was a very fitting end to a great day in the field. 
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Tonight we had the hotel all to ourselves, and enjoyed a delicious dinner of Crayfish Bisque followed by pork 
with potatoes au gratin, and then finished off with ice cream and peach sorbet. 
 
After dinner some of the group took themselves across the road to the bar where a television screen had been 
set up for the football enthusiasts. It was Liverpool v AC Milan. Sadly it ended 2-1 to Milan but even this could 
not dampen our spirits, so I think I can safely say that all tastes were catered for today! 

Day 6 Thursday 24 May 

We set off as usual around nine o’clock and as it was market day today we had to make a bit of a detour so as not 
to get caught up in any unnecessary hold ups.  We made for a patch of woodland that is known for its Birdsnest 
Orchids (Neottia nidus-avis) and after applying some insect repellent in case of any marauding mosquitoes, we 
ventured a little way into the woodland and were successful in finding a couple of patches of the said orchids.  
Although not particularly pretty to look at these plants are different from the other types of orchid in as much as 
they have no chlorophyll (green colouring matter) and feed on rotting vegetation with the aid of a fungus 
partner, so a rather interesting plant to find.  On our way out of the woodland, eagle-eyed Pat spotted a couple 
of Treecreepers scurrying, mouse-like, on the trunk of a tree.  It turned out that it wasn’t the expected Short-toed 
Treecreeper but the equally rare and hard to find Common Treecreeper, so an excellent find indeed. Another 
interesting find along the road just a bit further on was the diminutive St. Bernard Lily which is another rather 
thinly distributed species. 
 
Our next stop was a semi-agricultural area and although the car park was chained across we still parked the 
vehicles and had a very pleasing walk alongside ploughed fields to one side and more scrubby vegetation on the 
other.  We encountered Hoopoe, Linnet, Woodlark, 10 Cattle Egrets attending a herd of cattle, Melodious 
Warbler, Woodchat Shrike, Blackcap, Whitethroat and many more species that are associated with this type of 
habitat.  There was even a Little Ringed Plover, which flew in and promptly disappeared in the grass where it was 
most probably tending a nest. 
 
Time, as usual, was moving on and once again we set out to meet Tony for our lunch rendezvous.  Our picnic 
was set out at a beautiful spot outside the village of Ciron, alongside la Creuse.  The river flows quickly and is 
wide and shallow, much like a chalk stream and it’s overlooked by the Chateau de Romefort, complete with 
fairytale turrets and towers high on the steep slope on the opposite bank. This was altogether a super place to 
relax and while away some time. 
 
The weather was very warm indeed and David and I tried to lure some of the group over the river to the little 
island by pretending we’d spotted something interesting.  We started to wade across and when we were knee 
deep we shouted ‘Come on then’, but they weren’t having any of it and left us to wade about alone.  They didn’t 
know what they were missing; the cool water felt absolutely sublime and cooled us off beautifully.  While we 
spent time at the river we did manage to spot two Kingfishers, two Grey Wagtails and one Common Sandpiper.  
Sharp-eyed David also spotted a Robin, which in itself doesn’t seem very exciting but it was actually the first one 
we’d seen on this trip. 
 
The remainder of the afternoon was spent back at the morning venue where we ran into the Travelling 
Naturalists again and exchanged pleasantries. We then spent the rest of the time walking alongside the lake 
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seeing a variety of bird species including Black-necked Grebe, Pochard, Gadwall and Whiskered Terns.  We also 
inadvertently flushed a Coypu that had been hiding quite close to us and so managed to get several good 
photographic shots of the rodent.  In all we spent a very pleasing afternoon by the lake, and as the afternoon 
wore on we thought it would be an excellent idea to drive to nearby Gabriere and treat ourselves to some 
delicious ice-creams.  As we were enjoying our ices I was trying out Irmgard’s binoculars and luckily homed in 
on a distant Black Tern that was over the lake.  A few of the group managed to locate the bird, but as it was 
rather distant it certainly wasn’t the easiest thing to pinpoint, especially with the many Whiskered Terns to 
confuse matters. 
 
An excellent steak dinner was enjoyed by everyone; in fact, the very clean plates spoke for themselves. 

Day 7 Friday 25 May 

The main topic of conversation at breakfast this morning was the news that we’d heard about the Cutty Sark 
being burnt down, possibly deliberately and I’m sure we were voicing the same concerns that many others were, 
mainly ‘Why?’  A sad reflection of the times we live in. 
 
However, on to more pleasant things and our target this morning was to find the Military Orchid, and armed 
with maps and directions given to us by Tony we set off with high expectations.  We found the spot which was 
on the south side of a certain bit of road and searched and searched in vain. However we did notice that on the 
north side of the road was a large chalk hill which looked much more promising so we changed tack and started 
searching and ‘Eureka’ there it was, the Military Orchid.  We reckon Tony must have been standing on his head 
when he wrote down the directions ☺.  As it turned out it was a superb site and in all we discovered seven 
species of orchid, not bad going by any means.  Again, the time passed so quickly while we were poking about 
that we quickly had to set off for another site suggested by Tony to try and find a Chequered Skipper.  It was my 
turn to guard the vehicles so under the guidance of David the group set off into the woodland in search of their 
quarry.  Unfortunately the Skipper remained elusive, but the discovery of a rare Woodland Brown more than 
made up for dipping on the Skipper.  Bonelli’s Warbler was another little bonus and both Treecreeper and 
Greater Spotted Woodpecker were noted. 
 
We arrived at the Maison du Parc just as Tony had finished setting up another superb lunch spread for us. I 
really must say that he has really done us proud with the quality and variety of food that’s been provided this 
week.  I’m sure it’s been appreciated by us all. A surprise item on the menu today was deep fried carp chips plus 
dip, obviously a speciality of the area. They went down well with everyone. 
 
After lunch the group were free to wander around the lake and do a little retail therapy in the shop before we 
moved on to another lake in the hope of finding Little Bittern.  Although the Little Bittern refused to show it 
was very pleasant walking through the woodland serenaded by the calls of Golden Oriole and Nightingale and 
scolded by Reed Warblers.  The track along which we were walking had also been the chosen path for a family of 
wild boar, piglets and all, as the little slots in the mud advertised.  We were next taken to an old shed where an 
ancient reed cutter is being gradually restored to its former glory much to the delight of Chris, who has a keen 
interest in anything old and mechanical. 
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We travelled a bit further afield next in the hope of nailing this elusive Chequered Skipper but to no avail. We 
did, once again find a couple more Woodland Browns which was quite extraordinary as this is a very scarce 
species for the area (obviously not as hard to find as the Chequered Skippers)!  Another good butterfly we 
managed to find at this site was the Large Skipper, so all was not lost. 
 
Another good day had come to an end. After putting some diesel into my van, which I had noticed earlier had 
been getting worryingly low, we got back to the hotel in good time for showers etc. before meeting up for our 
last evening together.  Tony joined us in the courtyard for the evening roll call, after which were handed out the 
obligatory questionnaires. Tony then took his leave after receiving our heartfelt thanks for all he had done for us 
on this trip.  Monsieur pulled all the stops out and produced a superb four-course meal consisting of Pate, 
salmon mousse and wild rice, a cheese course and then a pudding of orange sorbet and vanilla ice-cream. 

Day 8 Saturday 28 May 

    It was an earlier than usual breakfast this morning as we had to make the return journey to Poitiers, so after 
breakfast and saying a fond farewell and thank you to Monsieur we were on our way, that is, after locating 
David’s lost waterproofs in the door pocket of one of the vehicles !!   We left Mezieres-en-Brenne on a rather 
overcast morning and sure enough we hadn’t gone very far when it started to rain.  In fact, we had heard the 
forecast and the weather for the next few days was to be pretty grim so we thanked our lucky stars that until now 
it had been very kind to us.  The journey to Poitiers was smooth but uneventful and the group was dropped off 
at the station while David and I returned the vehicles. 
 
     We all had just enough time for some coffee at the little café and arrived on the platform ready to board the 
train.  Unfortunately the train was delayed by twenty minutes due to some very adverse weather further down the 
line, but eventually we boarded the train which took us on to Lille.  Arriving with not too much spare time we 
were ushered quickly through the official bits and enjoyed a comfortable journey, apart, that is, from having to 
put our baggage in the dining car. We arrived at Waterloo spot on time.  It was unanimously agreed that it had 
been a great trip with many memories to cherish for some time to come.  Fond farewells were said and addresses 
exchanged before we all made our respective ways home.  

--0-- 

 
The weather had been kind and so our trip had produced for us some 111 species of birds, 34 species of 
Butterflies, 15 species of Dragonflies and no less than 24 species of Orchid (a record for our La Brenne trips) All 
in all a most enjoyable and memorable trip for which David and myself would like to thank you all. 
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Species Lists 

Birds 
      May 
  Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus   20 15 25 12 15 10   
2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   2 h 1     1   
3 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis   18   2 4 15 25   
4 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   6 10   2 15 5   
5 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax   1             
6 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   12 30 15 5 10 6   
7 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   10 6       2   
8 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   12 18 8 12 10 8   
9 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea   6 4 8 2 6 5   

10 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   30+ 12   150+ 30 12   
11 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   20 40 15 25 12 15   
12 Gadwall Anas strepera   11 8 4 8 4 6   
13 Shoveler Anas clypeata     1 2 2   2   
14 Garganey Anas querquedula   2 1           
15 Pochard Aythya ferina   12 25 20 18 20 25   
16 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula   6 4 12 10 6 4   
17 Black Kite Milvus migrans   6 8 14 12 20 6   
18 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   2   2   3     
19 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus       1 1       
20 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus     3 8 6 3 4   
21 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo     3 8 5 6 10   
22 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus 1   3 1 1       
23 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   2 2 2 2   5   
24 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 1           2   
25 Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 3               
26 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus       2   1     
27 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   4 3       4   
28 Coot Fulica atra   50+ 20 16 40 30 35   
29 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus   6 1 2         
30 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula           1     
31 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus   8 4 1   6     
32 Curlew Numenius arquata       1     1   
33 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos           1     
34 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus   100+ 50+ 100+ 50 60 60   
35 Black Tern Chlidonias niger           2     
36 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus   60+ 55 60 80 100 150+   
37 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 20 30 15 12 20 10 25   
38 Stock Dove Columba oenas   1             
39 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia   c c   c c     
40 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto   25 10 6 12 8 4   
41 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur   12 25 16 20 22 15   
42 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   9 12 10 8 5 10   
43 Barn Owl Tyto alba     1 2         
44 Tawny Owl Strix aluco     1           
45 Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus     3           
46 Common Swift Apus apus 20 40 50 80 50 40 30+   
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      May 
  Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

47 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   1       2     
48 Bee-eater Merops apiaster         45       
49 Hoopoe Upupa epops   3   1 2 2 1   
50 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis     h 1   1     
51 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major   2 2 2 1 2 3   
52 Skylark Alauda arvensis   10 12 3 3 2 6   
53 Woodlark Lullula arborea       2   1     
54 Sand Martin Riparia riparia         2 4     
55 Swallow Hirundo rustica   50+ 35 40 30 25 40+   
56 House Martin Delichon urbica   200+ 60+ 35 35 20 35   
57 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   4 1 1   2 5   
58 White Wagtail Motacilla alba   10 5 6 4 6 6   
59 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea           2     
60 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   8     4 1     
61 Dunnock Prunella modularis       1 2 1 1   
62 Robin Erithacus rubecula         1 2     
63 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos   20 18 10 6 12 25   
64 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros     2 2 4 4 5   
65 Stonechat Saxicola torquata   2 12 30 30 40 40   
66 Blackbird Turdus merula   20 22 12 15 12 22   
67 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   5 6   1 1     
68 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   2 1 8 5       
69 Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides   1             
70 Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia   1             
71 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis   5 1 5 1 2 2   
72 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti   2 2 2 2 2 4   
73 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   1 1           
74 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus   6 2 3   2 2   
75 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta   4 10 6 5 8 6   
76 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin   1 1 1 1 1     
77 Whitethroat Sylvia communis   12 30 18 10 25 30   
78 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   15 12 14 8 15 15   
79 Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli   1   5   4 3   
80 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   27 3 6 5 4 3   
81 Marsh Tit Parus palustris   2             
82 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus   12 2   4 2 3   
83 Great Tit Parus major   6 4 4 4 2 4   
84 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   10 15 5   4 5   
85 Nuthatch Sitta europaea       1         
86 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla         2   3   
87 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio     14 12 10 15 20   
88 Starling Sturnus vulgaris 15 25+ 30+ 25 30 50 50   
89 Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus   3 2 2 1 1 2   
90 Jay Garrulus glandarius 1 2 1 2 4 3 2   
91 Magpie Pica pica 5 35 6 5 3 5 4   
92 Jackdaw Corvus monedula   20 5 36 12 15 10   
93 Carrion Crow Corvus corone    6 3 15 6 8 20   
94 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   30 25 20 12 10 15   
95 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   15 6 8 12 20 20   
96 Serin Serinus serinus   2 2 2 1 4 3   
97 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula       1       2 
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      May 
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98 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris   4 1 4 1 3 5   
99 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 4 8 6 2 2 1 4   

100 Linnet Acanthis cannabina     2     4     
101 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 2 5 8 4   12 25   
102 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 1   2 1   2 4   
103 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 3 1   5 4 5     
                      
  Additionals                   
104 Great White Egret Egretta alba   1 3           
105 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina         10   2   
106 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis     1           
107 Little Owl Athene noctua             1   
108 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra     1           
109 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix       2         
110 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris           2     
111 Hawfinch Coccothraustes 

coccothraustes 
  1   1         

Mammals 

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 
Coypu  Myocastor coypus 
Musk Rat Ondatra zibethicus 
Brown Hare Lepus europaeus 

Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 
Fox Vulpes vulpes 
Bat sp?  

Reptiles and Amphibians 

Grass Snake Natrix natrix 
Western Whip Snake Coluber viridiflavus 
Green Lizard  Lacerta viridis 
Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis 
European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis 

Natterjack Bufo calamita 
Edible Frog Rana esculenta 
Pool Frog Rana lessonae 
Common Tree Frog Hyla arborea 

Butterflies and Moths  

Swallowtail Papilio machaon 
Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius 
Green-veined White Pieris napi  
Black-veined White Aporia crataegi 
Berger’s Clouded Yellow Colias alfacariensis 
Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 
Wood White Leptidea sinapis 
Lesser Purple Emperor Apatura ilia 
Southern White Admiral Limenitis reducta 
White Admiral Limenitis camilla 
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 
Comma Butterfly Polygonia album 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary  Clossiana selene 
Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia 

Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe 
Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma 
Heath Fritillary Mellicta athalia 
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus 
Pearly Heath Coenonympha arcania 
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria (both Northern and 
Southern forms) 
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera 
Woodland Brown Lopinga archine 
Black Hairstreak Strymonidia pruni 
Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 
Sooty Copper Heodes tityrus 
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Small Blue Cupido minimus 
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 
Adonis Blue Lysandra bellargus 
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 
Oberthur’s Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus armoricanus 
Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae 

Large Skipper Ochlodes venata 
5-Spot Burnet Zygaena trifolii 
Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae 
Broad-bordered Bee Hemaris fuciformis 
Hummingbird Hawkmoth Macroglossum stellatarum

Damselflies and Dragonflies  

Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens 
Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo 
Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans 
Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum 
White-legged Damselfly Platycnemis pennipes 
Southern Emerald Damselfly Lestes barbarus 
Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator 

Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata 
Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa 
Blue Chaser Libellula fulva 
Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum 
Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii 
Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 
Scarlet Darter Crocothemis erythraea 

Orchids 

Broad-leaved Helleborine Epipactis helleborine 
Sword-leaved Helleborine Cephalanthera longifolia  
Red Helleborine Cephalanthera rubra 
White Helleborine Cephalanthera damasonium 
Violet Limodore Limodorum abortivum 
Twayblade Listera ovata 
Greater Butterfly Orchid Platanthera chlorantha  
Lesser Butterfly Orchid Platanthera bifolia 
Man Orchid Aceras anthropophorum 
Monkey Orchid Orchis simia 
Loose-flowered Orchid Orchis laxiflora 
Green-winged Orchid  Orchis morio 

Burnt Orchid Orchis ustulata 
Military Orchid Orchis militaris 
Early Spider Orchid   Ophrys sphegodes 
Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera 
Fly Orchid Ophrys insectifera 
Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis 
Lizard Orchid Himantoglossum hircinum 
Tongue Orchid Serapias lingua 
Fragrant Orchid Gymnadenia conopsea 
Brenne Orchid. Dactylorhiza brenne 
Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii 
Bird’s Nest Orchid Neottia nidus-avis 

 
….and last but not least: 
1 Copris lunaris commonly known as ‘Rhinoceros Beetle’ 

 

 




