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Tour Leader :   Maurice Sempe (tour leader & naturalist) 
    Mark Galliott (co-leader & naturalist)  
     
Tour Participants :  John Wickham    
    Margaret Wickham   
    Wally Lancaster    
    Joan Lancaster    
    Brenda Fawcus    
    Michael Thompson   
    Margaret Barker    
    Tony Grange    
    Jennie Grange    

Hazel Goffin    
Lesley Riddle    

 

Day 1 Saturday 17th May 

I picked up Mark at 3.20 PM at the train station. We had ample time to get the minibuses from the rental 
company near by and to do all the necessary preparations before all the participants arrived. John and Margaret, 
Wally and Joan, Brenda, Michael, Margaret, Hazel and Leslie arrived at the Poitiers Railway Station at 4.35 PM, a 
bit later than scheduled. Tony and Jennie were to join us directly at the hotel, as they were coming with their own 
car.  
 
Our base camp for the whole week was to be Le Boeuf couronné, at Mézières-en-Brenne, in the heart of La 
Brenne, which turned out to be very handy as we had very little driving to do each day getting to places of 
interest. We could then really make the most of our time in the field. 
 
On our way from the Poitiers Railway Station to the hotel, we had a short stop “en route” to enjoy some crisp 
white wine from the Loire Valley with some biscuits from the Sologne which I had brought along to welcome 
everyone to La Brenne. After every body had settled in their rooms, we all got together for a drink and were 
joined by Tony Williams, who was to be our spiritual guide and picnic man during the whole week. 

Day 2 Sunday 18th May 

For our first day in the field, we started with a visit to the Maison de la Nature and the hide of the Etang Cistude, 
where two Little Bittern gave us quite a show, chasing each other, fighting for breeding territories or performing 
their mating display.  We also had good views of some Black-headed Gulls sitting on nests very close to us 
nurturing some day old chicks, and a Coot family with red-headed chicks.  
 
Two Pond Tortoises were basking in the sun on a half submerged trunk, oblivious to the Black-necked Grebe, 
Pochard and Tufted Duck swimming around them. A Four Spotted Chaser (Libellula quadrimaculata) emerging 
from its exuviae, had everyone reaching for their cameras.  
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On our way out, on the meadows around the Maison de la Nature, we had good sights of a Scarce-Swallowtail, 
some Commun Blues, a Southern White Admiral, some damselflies such as Common and Small Bluetails 
(Ischnura elegans, I. pumilio …) while those interested in botany enjoyed the find of some Sulphur Clover (Trifolium 
ochroleucon), Mountain Sandwort (Arenaria montana), etc. Not too bad for a start! 
 
We went then for a stroll along a large pond, covered with Great Yellow-cress (Rorippa amphibia) obviously 
elected “Plant of the year” by at least fifty Whiskered Terns in the process of nest building and rearing chicks. 
We had also a much better sightings of a Black-necked Grebe preening only 40 meters away from us. What a 
sight through the telescope! 
 
For lunch, we had our first test of Tony’s world famous picnics at Saint Michel-en-Brenne, but got a bit worried: 
he had forgotten the wine and drinking water and had to go back home to fetch it!  
 
In the afternoon, as it started to drizzle, we went to one of the hides of the Chérine Nature Reserve where we 
had a good view of Gadwall, Little Grebe and a far away Coypu. A Pond Tortoise was sunning itself close 
enough for good views and photographs. When the rain stopped, we went for another short walk along the 
Etang de Miclos, and enjoyed the sight of a Hobby dive bombing a Great Comorant in flight. We also saw many 
Dragonflies such as Broad-bodied Chaser (Libellula depressa) and Downy Emerald (Cordulia aenea). We ended up 
this first day at Etang du Gabriau to look for Red-crested Pochards but found about 70 of them finally on the 
Etang de la Gabrière, at the other end of the pond. 

Day 3 Monday 19th May 

On this third day, just as a starter, we had the privilege to be taken by Tony to visit a private Nature Reserve 
managed with the help of a few Polski Horses. One of the mares had had a fowl the previous day. So she was 
not as impressed as we were by the hundreds of Tongue Orchids (Serapias lingua) that we were trying to avoid 
trampling on. 
 
Tony left us then as we went for another walk on a particularly scenic forested trail along reed beds and ponds 
(Etang Piégu and Renard). Our attention was attracted suddenly by a ballet in the sky, given by a male and female 
Short-toed Eagle trying to catch each other by the talons and whirling themselves down, wings wide open.  The 
walk was enlightened by some singing Fan-tailed, Reed and Sedge Warblers, as well as a daring Nightingale 
perching long enough above some bushes for everyone to see. On the side of the pond, a Marsh Harrier glided 
by and scared two Black-winged Stilts which flew over our head in fright. 
 
Some Black-tailed Skimmers (Orthetrum cancellatum) and Four-spotted Chasers (Libellula quadrimaculata) were 
desperately trying to get some warm perches on reeds by the side of the trail, amongst Meadow Thistle (Cirsium 
dissectum). As we were heading back to the minibuses, Jenny gave us a good explanation on the identification key 
of the Trifolium gender, having found on a two square meter plot : Trifolium glomeratum, T. subterraneum, & T. 
micranthum. 
 
On our way for the picnic at the Chapelle Saint-Sulpice (Forêt de Lancôme), a few stops alongside the road 
brought us: Small Spider and Early Spider Orchids and further down the road: Monkey, Common Spotted and 
Twayblade Orchids and also some nice Carex such as: Carex tomentosa, panicea, ovalis and rostrata.  
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After our picnic, before heading on our journey, a Booted-Eagle caught our attention as we were enjoying more 
Carex (C. hostiana, C. laevigata, C. vesicaria) and while we were looking at some Wood White and Checkered 
Skippers, Tony spotted what was going to be our only sight of a Duke of Burgundy sunning itself on a branch 
above our heads. 
 
The afternoon in the forest proved to be worthwhile as we were trying to catch a glimpse of the elusive Golden 
Oriole, with to start a Woodlark showing itself with nesting material in its beak, In the heathland around, we 
netted a few Short-tailed and Small Blues, in between sights of Blue Emperor (Anax imperator) and a beautiful 
male Black-tailed Skimmer (Orthetrum cancellatum). Mark found us some lovely Kerry Lilies and Draft Rush (Juncus 
capitatus) beside the trail. On our way to our last stop, we sighted a couple of Red-backed Shrikes, obviously 
keeping a eye on the bush where they were probably nesting. 
 
Our last stop took us to the Etang des Guillaumières, being drained for cleaning, where we were surprised to 
find a Spoonbill, five Greenshanks, two Redshanks, and some more Gadwalls. At the local bar in Mézières-en-
Brenne, all those sightings gave way to exalted memories and the feeling of a nice day spent in the field. 

Day 4 Tuesday 20th May 

After a healthy breakfast, we decided for a short walk along the Etang Blizon, hoping to finally see a Golden 
Oriole which could be heard everywhere but always unseen. Our first sight was of a Black-capped Night Heron 
standing on a fish feeder situated only yards from the edge of the pond. The light was just perfect and everyone 
could see its red eye looking at us. We tried very hard to get a good view of the Golden Oriole, but without 
success, having only glimpses of him, flying through branches from one perch to another. At the hide of the 
Etangs de Foucault, of which one was empty, we had a very good view of a Marsh Harrier which came flying so 
close to the hide that we thought it might bump into it. 
 
Picnic was to be prepared by Tony at the Maison du Parc, and accompanied by deep-fried fingers of Carp fillets 
served with a fresh Cottage Cheese. That’s birding in style! After a browse in the shop of La Maison du Parc, we 
went for a walk around the Hameau du Bouchet which brought us nothing new (not even a Golden Oriole!) but 
our determination was rewarded by a wonderful emergence of many Marsh Fritillaries on the side of the road 
with some good plants such as : Bastard Balm (Melittis melisophyllum), Purple Gromwell (Buglossoides 
purpurocoeruleum), Swallow-wort (Vincetoxicum hirundinaria), Red Clover (Trifolium rubrum) and some more Carex 
spp. 
 
Before heading back to the hotel, we went to set a moth trap with Tony, which was to be relieved next morning 
(the trap not Tony!). After dinner, Tony took us for Nightjar spotting: at the least, six of them were flying around 
or heard singing. 

Day 5 Wednesday 21st May 

This morning was to be started at the Maison de la Nature to check the moth trap (set the previous night) and 
identify the species caught before releasing them. Among the species caught, were: Elephant Hawk Moth, Eyed 
Hawk Moth, Flame Shouldered Moth, Shark Moth, White and Buff Ermine, to name only a few. 
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After taking some photographs of Water Violet (Hottonia palustris) and Water crowfoot (Ranunculus sp.) in a ditch 
along the road, we went at the back of Chérine Nature Reserve, to try to see Hoopoe (the second elusive bird of 
the week), but heard instead a Black Woodpecker. A little deflated at not seeing those beautiful birds, we drove 
away towards Saint Michel-en-Brenne, and just as we reached the edge of the village, some of us had the chance 
to finally see the elusive Hoopoe flying away, as we were trying to stop safely beside the road. 
 
We then drove to la Boudinière, to visit a meadow on the edge of a limestone plateau where our first catch was 
an Adonis Blue (Lysandra bellargus), followed by some Dingy Skippers (Erynnis tages). The meadow was partly 
covered with Pyramidal Orchids (Anacamptis pyramidalis) and Sword-leaved Helleborine (Cephalanthera longifolia). 
We found also some Burnt Tip Orchids (Orchis ustulata) and Fly Orchids (Ophrys insectifera) and a new carex for 
the group: Carex halleriana. Finally, before heading off, we found a Rose Chafer (Cetonia aurata) eager to fly away 
under the stress of the cameras. 
 
After a delightful picnic that we had at Néons-sur-Creuze in a nice shaded place next to the river, we drove 
through Tournon-Saint Martin and stopped next to an old sand quarry where about a dozen Bee-eaters gave a 
wonderful display of colour and fluted birdsongs. 
 
After a few miles further on, we stopped for a short walk at the bottom of a limestone plateau, alongside 
meadows and cultivated fields, where we found Lady’s Orchids (Orchis pupurea) and quite a few Violet Limodores 
(Limodorum abortivum). We made a couple more stops on the way back to the hotel, but got only a Berger’s 
Clouded Yellow (Colias alfacariensis) which was not a bad find to finish with. 

Day 6 Thursday 22nd May 

After breakfast, we drove straight away to the Etangs des Rioux, on the south edge of La Brenne, near Ciron and 
walked all the way from the soccer field (in memory of Chelsea) to the Etangs with our best view of the week of 
a Turtle Dove and a Common Buzzard. After the quiet morning, we had our picnic in front of the Castel of 
Romefort, next to the Creuse River where we had excellent views of some Grey Wagtails. 
 
In the afternoon, we enjoyed a stroll thought the Communaux de Rosnay where we enjoyed seeing again the 
Tongue Orchids (Serapia lingua) by the hundreds mixed up with many Loose-flowered Orchids (Orchis laxiflora). 
Being fed up with the Golden Orioles which had been flouting at us for the last 7 days without showing itself, 
and finally I spotted one on top of a dead tree singing its head off for all of us to see with delight. 
 
To finish off the day, we then went to the hide at the back of the Chérine Nature Réserve where we had good 
observations of Red Crested Pochard, Black-necked Grebes sitting on their nests only 50 yards away, and two 
Black-Winged Stilts flying around. Leslie celebrated her birthday by offering champagne to all of us at the local 
bar who were obviously pleased to see such a cheerful bunch of birders. 

Day 7 Friday 23rd May 

Just to give another go to those of us who had not the chance to see the Little Bittern on the first day, we 
decided to go back again this morning to the Maison de la Nature, but had no success. Then we drove towards 
Azay-le-Ferron on small roads and through farming lands to try to see some Stone Curlew.  
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We had instead some fantastic displays of four Montaigu’s Harriers, two of which performed a magnificent 
acrobatic ballet with some claw clasping and whirling up and down the sky. We then tried to find a gravel pit 
known to have some Military Orchids (Orchis militaris) but with no success. 
 
For the picnic, we went back to Saint Michel-en-Brenne and, waiting for Tony to arrive with the food, were very 
pleased with an obliging Black-capped Night Heron standing by the side of the water very close to us. 
 
The last afternoon which was to be a short one because of the necessity to be pack tonight for an early departure 
next day, was spent looking for the Brenne Orchid (Dactylorrhiza brennensis), an endemic of the region, of which 
we found a few plants. A short walk along the edge of one pond close by gave us one White-faced Chaser 
(Leucorrhine caudalis) but was aborted because of the rain which started as a drizzle at first, but soon turned into a 
downpour just as we were getting back to the minibus. It was time for us to back track to the hotel for an early 
and last log. 

Day 8 Saturday 24th May 

After an early breakfast and a drive through heavy rain, we managed to get to the railway station on time for a 
departure at 9h30. 
 
Summary : Unfortunately for the group in 2008, the spring had been dreadful for insects and more specifically 
for butterflies. Early in February/March, it seemed that the weather was going to be warm and sunny all spring 
but April and May turned out to be very cold and rainy. So finally, butterfly emergences had been impended by 
adverse weather and where we should have seen 100 of specimens and up to 50 species, we contacted very few 
individuals and only 25 species. Luckily, Orchids were plentiful and the bird life up to its usual standard, even 
though we could have hoped for the birds to be more active. Overall we had: 111 Birds, 46 Plants of specific 
interest plus 24 Carex and 21 Orchids, 25 Butterflies, 13 dragonflies species. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 

Naturetrek Facebook

Many participants of Naturetrek tours like to remain in touch after the holiday, to share photos, comments and 
future travel plans. Until now we've provided no suitable platform for post-tour networking. Now, though, we're 
delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page.  
 
The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-
Holidays/9765181485. Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. Do please pay 
us a visit! 
 
 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
http://www.facebook.com/
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Species Lists 

Birds 

English name Latin name French name 

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis Grèbe à cou noir 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis Grèbe castagneux 
Great-crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus Grèbe huppé 
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Grand cormoran 
Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutes Blongios 
Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax Héron bihoreau 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta Egrette garzette 
Great Egret Egretta alba Grande égrette 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Héron cendré 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea Héron pourpré 
Mute Swan Cygnus olor Cygne tuberculé 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Canard colvert 
Gadwall Anas strepera Canard chipeau 
Shoveler Anas clypeata Canard souchet 
Teal Anas crecca Sarcelle d'hivers 
Garganey Anas querquedula Sarcelle d'été 
Pochard Aythya ferina Fuligule milouin 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula Fuligule morillon 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus Balbuzard pêcheur 
Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus Circaëte Jean-le-Blanc 
Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus Aigle botté 
Red Kite Milvus milvus Milan royal 
Black Kite Milvus migrans Milan noir 
Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus Busard cendré 
Marsh Harrier Circus  aeruginosus Busard des roseaux 
Montagu’s Harrier  Circus pygargus Busard Saint-Martin 
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo Buse variable 
Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus Bondrée apivore 
Sparrow Hawk Accipter nisus Epervier 
Goshawk Accipter gentilis Autour des palombes 
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Faucon crécerelle 
Hobby Falco subbuteo Faucon hobereau 
Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa Perdrix rouge 
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus Faisant de colchide 
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Gallinule poule d'eau 
Coot Fulica atra Foulque macroule 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus Echasse blanche 
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English name Latin name French name 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus Vanneau huppé 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Chevalier guignette 
Redshank Tringa tetanus Chevalier gambette 
Greenshank Tringa stagnatilis Chevalier aboyeur 
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia Spatule blanche 
Curlew Numenius arquata Courlis cendré 
Snipe Gallinago gallinago Bécassine des marais 
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus Mouette rieuse 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus Guifette moustac 
Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto Tourterelle turque 
Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur Tourterelle des bois 
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Coucou gris 
Barn Owl Titus alba Chouette effraie 
Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus Engoulevent d'Europe 
Swift Apus apus Martinet noir 
Hoopoe Upupa epops Huppe fasciée 
Kingfisher Alcedo atthis Matrin-pêcheur d'Europe 
Bee-eater Merops apiaster Guèpier d'Europe 
Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius Pic noir 
Green Woodpecker Picus viridis Pic vert 
Great Spotted Wood Dendrocopos major Pic épeiche 
Skylark Alauda arvensis Alouette des champs 
Crested Lark Galerida cristata Cochevis huppé 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia Hirondelle des rivages 
Swallow Hirundo rustica Hirondelle des cheminées 
House Martin Delichon urbica Hirondelle des fenêtres 
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis Pipit des arbres 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba Bergeronnette grise 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Bergeronnette des ruisseaux 
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Troglodyte migron 
Dunnock Prunella modularis Accenteur mouchet 
Robin Erithacus rubecula Rougegorge 
Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos Rossignol philomène 
Common Redstart Phoenicurus pheonicurus  Rougequeue blanc 
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros Rougequeue noir 
Common Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Traquet motteux 
Stonechat Saxicola torquata Tarier pâtre 
Blackbird Turdus merula Merle noir 
Fantail Warbler Cisticola juncidis Cisticole des joncs 
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin Fauvette des jardins 
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English name Latin name French name 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Fauvette à tête noire 
Whitethroat Sylvia communis Fauvette grisette 
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Phragmite des jons 
Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia Locustelle tâchetée 
Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti Bourscarle de Cetti 
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus  Rousserolle effarvatte 
Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta Hippolaïs polyglotte 
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus Pouillot fitis 
Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli Pouillot de Bonelli 
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Pouillot véloce 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus Roitelet huppé 
Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus Roitelet triple bandeau 
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata Gobemouche gris 
Great Tit Parus major Mésange charbonnière 
Blue Tit Parus caeruleus Mésange bleue 
Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus Mésange à longue queue 
Nuthatch Sitta europaea Sitelle torchepot 
Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla Grimpereau des jardins 
Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio Pie-grièche écorcheur 
Magpie Pica pica Pie bavarde 
Jay Garrulus glandarius Geai des chênes 
Jackdaw Corvus monedula Choucas des tours 
Carrion Crow Corvus corone corone Corneille noire 
Starling Sturnus vulgaris Etourneau sansonnet 
Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus Loriot d'Europe 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus Moineau domestique 
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Pinson des arbres 
Linnet Carduelis cannabina Linote mélodieuse 
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Chardonneret élégant 
Greenfinch Carduelis chloris Verdier d'Europe 
Serin Serinus serinus Serin cini 
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Bruant jaune 
Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus Bruant zizi 
Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra Bruant proyer 
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Plants 
Family Scientific name Common name French name 

Boraginaceae    
 Lithospermum purpurocoeruleum Purple Gromwell Grémil bleu pourpre 
 L. officinale Common Gromwell Grémil officinal 
 Pulmonaria longifolia Narrow-leaved Lungwort Pulmonaire à longues feuilles 
Lamiaceae    
 Melittis melissophyllum Bastard Balm Mellitte à feuilles de mélisse 
Asclepiadaceae    
 Vincetoxicum hirundinaria Swallow-wort Dompte venin 
Ranunculaceae    
 Aquilegia vulgaris Columbine Ancolie vulgaire 
 Ranunculus paludosus Jersey Buttercup Fan-Leaved Buttercup 
 R. parviflorus Small-flowered Buttercup Renoncule à petites fleurs 
Brassicaceae    
 Rorippa pyrenaicum Pyrenaean Yellow-cress Rorippe des Pyrénnées 
 R. amphibia Great Yellow-cress Rorippe amphibie 
Caryophyllaceae    
 Arenaria montana Mountain Sandwort Sabline des montagnes 
 Dianthus carthusianorum Carthusian Pink Œillet des chartreux 
 Herniaria glabra Smooth Rupturewort  
Fabacae    
 Trifolium ochroleucon Sulphur Clover Trèfle jaunâtre 
 T. aureum Large Hop Trefoil Trèfle doré 
 Robinia pseudacacia False Acacia Robinier faux-acacia 
 Chamaespartium sagitalle Winged Broom Genêt ailé 
 Tetragonolobus maritimus Dragon's-Teeth Lotier à gousse carrée 
 Coronilla scorpioides Annual Scorpion Vetch Coronille scorpion 
Rosaceae    
 Sorbus torminalis Wild Service-tree Alisier torminal 
 Potentilla argentea Hoary Cinquefoil Potentille argentée 
 Mespilus germanica Medlar Néflier 
Saxifragaceae    
 Saxifraga granulata Meadow Saxifrage Saxifrage granuleux 
Fagaceae    
 Quercus pubescens Downy Oak Chêne pubescent 
 Q. pyrenaica Pyrenaean Oak Chêne tauzin 
Euphorbiaceae    
 Euphorbia cyparissias Cypress Spurge Euphorbe petit-cyprès 
 E. esula Leafy Spurge Euphorbe ésule 
Liliaceae    
 Anthericum ramosum Kerry Lily Phalangère rameuse 
 Asphodelus albus White Asphodel Asphodel 
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Family Scientific name Common name French name 

Apiaceae    

 Oenanthe pimpinelloides Corky-fruited Water-
dropwort Oenanthe faux-boucage 

Primulaceae    
 Hottonia palustris Water-violet Hottonie des marais 
Campanulaceae    
 Campanula rapunculus Rampion Bellflower Campanule raiponce 
Asteraceae    
 Cirsium dissectum Meadow Thistle Cirse anglais 
 Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce Laitue vireuse 
 Scorzonera humilis Viper's-grass Scorsonère des prés 
Ericaceae    
 Erica scoparia Green Heather Bruyère à balai 
Scrophulariaceae    
 Lathraea clandestina Purple Toothwort Lathrée clandestine 
 Teucrium chamaedrys Wall Germander Véronique germandrée 
 Salvia pratensis Meadow Clary Sauge des prés 
Oxalidaceae    
 Oxalis stricta Upright Oxalis Oxalis droit 
Orobanchaceae    
 Orobanche amethystea Amethyst Broomrape Orobanche violette 
 O. rapum-genistae Greater Broomrape Orobanche du genêt 
Cistaceae    
 Fumana thymifolia Thyme-leaved Fumana Fumana à feuilles de thym 
 Helianthemum nummularium Common Rockrose Hélianthème jaune 
Globulariaceae    
 Globularia vulgaris Common Globularia Globulaire 
Polygonaceae    
 Polygonatum odoratum Angular Solomon's Seal Sceau de Salomon odorant 
Orchidae    

 Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid Orchis pyramidal 
 Cephalanthera longifolia Long-leaved Orchid Céphalanthère à longues feuilles
 Dactylorhiza brennensis Brenne's Orchid Orchis de Brenne 
 Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted Orchid Orchis de Fuchs 
 Epipactis microphyla Small-leaved Helleborine Epipactis à petites feuilles 
 Epipactis heleborine Common Helleborine Epipactis à larges feuilles 
 Himantoglossum hircinum Lizard Orchid Orchis bouc 
 Limodore abortivum Violet Bird's-nest Orchid Limodore à feuilles avortées 
 Neottia ovata Common Twayblade Listère ovale 
 Orchis laxiflora Loose-flowered Orchid Orchis à fleurs lâches 
 Orchis morio ssp. morio Green-winged Orchid Orchis bouffon 
 Orchis simia Monkey Orchid Orchis singe 
 Neottia ustula Burn-tipped Orchid Orchis brûlée 
 Orchis militaris Militaris Orchid Orchis militaire 
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Family Scientific name Common name French name 

 Orchis purpurea Lady Orchid Orchis pourpre 
 Ophrys apifera Bee Orchid Ophrys abeille 
 Ophrys araneola Small Spider Orchid Ophrys litigieux 
 Ophrys insectifera Fly Orchid Ophrys mouche 
 Ophrys spegodes Early Spider Orchid Orchis araignée 
 Platanthera bifolia Lesser Butterfly Orchid Platanthère à deux feuilles 
 Platanthera chlorantha Greater Butterfly Orchid Platanthère verdâtre 
 Serapia lingua Tongue Orchid Sérapia en langue 
Carex    
 Carex acutiformis Lesser Pond Sedge Laîche des marais 
 Carex demissa Common Yellow Sedge Laîche vert jaunâtre 
 Carex disticha Brown Sedge Laîche distique 
 Carex distans  Laîche à épis distans 
 Carex divulsa Divided Sedge Laîche écartée 
 Carex elata Tufted Sedge Laîche raide 
 Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge Laîche glauque 
 Carex halleriana  Laîche de Haller 
 Carex hirta Hairy Sedge Laîche hérissée 
 Carex hostiana Tawny Sedge Laîche blonde 
 Carex laevigata Smooth-stalked Sedge Laîche lisse 
 Carex lepidocarpa Long-stalked Yellow Sedge Laîxhe écailleuse 
 Carex nigra Common Sedge Laîche noire 
 Carex otrubae False Fox Sedge Laîche cuivrée 
 Carex ovalis Oval Sedge Laîche des lièvres 
 Carex pallescens Pale Sedge Laîche pâle 
 Carex panicea  Laîche bleuâtre 
 Carex pilulifera Pill Sedge Laîche à pilules 
 Carex pseudo-cyperus Cyperus Sedge Laîche faux-souchet 
 Carex riparia Greater Pond Sedge Laîche des rives 
 Carex rostrata  Laîche à bec 
 Carex spicata Spiked Sedge Laîche en épi 
 Carex sylvatica Wood Sedge Laîche des bois 
 Carex tomentosa Downy-fruited Sedge Laîche tomenteuse 
 Carex vesicaria Bladder Sedge Laîche vésiculeuse 
  and numberous hybrids  
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Butterflies 
Common Name Scientific Name French Name 

   
Family HESPERIDAE    
Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon Hespéride du Brome, Echiquier 
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages Point de Hongrie 
   
   
Family LYCAENIDAE   
Adonis Blue Lysandra bellargus Bel-Argus, Azuré bleu-célestre 
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus Azuré bleu, Azuré de la Bugrane 
Duke of Burgundy Fritillary Hamearis lucina Lucine 
Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi Argus vert, Thécla de la Ronce 
Little Blue Cupido minimus Argus frêle 
Short-tailed Blue Everes argiades Azuré du trèfle 
Small Coper Lycaena phlaeas Bronzé, Cuivré commun 
   
Family NYMPHALIDAE   
Marsh Fritillary Euphydryas aurinia Damier de la Succise 
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus Procis, Fadet commun 
Southern White Admiral Limenitis reducta Syvain azuré 
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria Tircis 
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera Mégère (femelle), Satyre (mâle) 
   
Family PAPILIONIDAE   
Scarse,Swallowtail Papilio machaon Machaon, Grand Porte-queue 
   
Family PIERIDAE   
Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias alfacarinesis Fluoré 
Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni Citron 
Green-veined White Pieris napi Piéride du navet 
Small White Pieris rapae Piéride de la Rave, Petit Blanc du chou 
Wood White Leptidea sinapsis Piéride de la moutarde, Piéride du Lotier 
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Dragonflies 
Common Name Scientific Name French Name 

ANISOPTERA    

Family AESCHNIDAE   
Blue Hawker Aeshna cyanea Aeshne bleue 

Blue Emperor Anax imperator Anas empereur 
Hairy Hawker Brachytron pratense Aeshne printanière 

    
Family CORDULIIDAE   

Downy Emeralds Cordulia aena Cordulie bronzée 
    
Family LIBELLULIDAE   

Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum Orthetrum cancellatum 
Lilypad Whiteface Leucorrhinia caudalis Leucorrhine à gros thorax 

Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa Libellule déprimée 
Four Spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata Libellule à quatre points 

    
    
    
ZYGOPTERA    
Famille CALOPTERYGIDAE   

Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens Calopteryx éclatant 
    
Famille COENAGRIONIDAE   

Common Bluetail Ischnura elegans Agrion élégant 
Large Redeye Erythromma najas Naîade aux yeux rouges 
Small Bluetail Ischnura pumilio Agrion nain 

Large Red Damsel Pyrrhosoma nymphula Petite nymphe à corps de feu 
Variable Bluet Coenagrion pulchellum Agrion joli 

Common Bluet Enallagma cyathigerum Agrion porte-coupe 
 

 




