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Tour Leaders: Tom McJannet (Tour leader and Ornithologist)

Simon Tonkin (Co-leader and Naturalist)

Participants Bob Winter
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Kathleen Hendry

Richard Farr
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Liz McClure

James Dorward

Chris Wells

Linda Wells

Day 1 Saturday 16th May

We met up at St. Pancreas Railway Station, ten in the group plus myself and Simon Tonkin, my co-leader.  The 

journey to Lille was comfortable, speedy and uneventful (as it should be). On arriving at Lille we had not only to 

change trains, but also change train stations. We managed to find ‘Lille Flandres’ without too much of a problem 

and were soon on our way again, bound for Poitiers. We arrived around 4.10 pm. Simon and I went off to 

organise the vehicles. We had an eight-seater mini-bus and a seven-seater Ford, which was an excellent vehicle 

for four passengers and the luggage.  We all eagerly piled in and were soon driving the country roads en route to 

the Hotel Au Boeuf Couronne in Mezieres-en-Brenne, which was to be our comfortable base for the next week.

While everybody was settling into their rooms, Tony Williams turned up to say hello and joined Simon and me in 

the bar for a beer. We made some loose plans for the next week. We all met up for a delicious dinner of duck, 

tasty cubes of fried potatoes and vegetables followed by a type of rice pudding dish.  Everyone seemed to be 

getting on famously and although slightly weary from a long day’s travelling we were all looking forward 

immensely to tomorrow and our first full day in the field.

Day 2 Sunday 17th May

We awoke to rather a grey morning. Although through most of the day there was intermittent drizzle, our spirits 

were high. We started our birding week by walking a couple of the local étangs and familiarizing ourselves with 

the commoner species.  Whiskered Terns were in very good numbers along with Great White Egrets, a couple of 

Hobbies, Cuckoo, Melodious Warbler, Kingfisher, Black Kite, Gadwall and a single male Garganey. In the 

background the Reed Warblers shouted their presence, balanced precariously on the Reed Mace and Yellow Flag 

Irises.  I managed to whistle up a very nice Golden Oriole which came closer and closer until it was in the tree 

right above our heads. Unfortunately not everyone got to see the bird but at least everyone managed to hear it.  

We also managed to spot one Coypu nibbling away at some vegetation in the corner of the lake.

One of the étangs is particularly favoured by the fabulous Black-necked Grebes and we spotted five or six of 

these wonderful water-birds, so smart in their handsome breeding plumage.  The morning passed extremely 

quickly, so engrossed were we with our findings.  



France - La Brenne Tour Report

2 © Naturetrek     October 09

When we were about to leave for our lunchtime meeting, someone spied a Four-spotted Chaser and then a 

couple of Scorpion Flies which, of course, had to be photographed, and lastly a hapless and not too well 

Natterjack Toad in the middle of the path.

We eventually arrived at the very picturesque Reserve Naturelle de Cherine to meet up with Naturetrek’s local 

expert Tony Williams. He had a wonderful picnic lunch waiting for us: cheeses, cold meats, patés, fresh bread, 

fruits and wine. All were demolished with great gusto and most appreciatively.  While lunching we were 

serenaded by a duetting pair of Melodious Warblers. Whitethroats were also much in evidence and a beautiful 

Little Bittern put in a very brief but welcome appearance while a Water Rail called from deep inside the reeds.

Comfortably full, we set off after lunch with Tony. He took us to a private part of the reserve where we 

witnessed breeding Black-necked Stilts, Black Terns that were attempting to breed, both Great White and Little 

Egrets and Grey and Purple Herons.  We must have looked a fine bunch as we scrambled across the marsh 

trying not to get too wet and muddy, greatly assisted by the plank of wood Tony had thoughtfully brought along 

to try and bridge the wetter areas. We visited two hides and were lucky enough to note a cracking Short-toed 

Eagle at one point then a Honey Buzzard at another.  These raptors were a bit of a bonus as the weather was not 

being all that kind to us, certainly not very conducive to soaring birds of prey.  Butterflies were also a bit thin on 

the ground today but we did manage Common Blue, Wall Brown, Speckled Wood and Painted Lady.  A very 

nice Greater Butterfly Orchid (Platanthera chlorantha) was seen as we made our way back to the vehicle. Then 

Tony took us to a great spot where we added Green Veined Orchid (Orchis morio), Burnt Tip (Orchis ustulata) and 

Tongue Orchid (Serapias lingua) to our list.  A super way to finish the day…

An early dinner was arranged for this evening as Monsieur was having a day off tomorrow, so we all met up at 

6.20 to complete our daily log then enjoyed another delicious meal. By early evening the skies had cleared and all 

looked extremely promising for tomorrow.  Strolling along near the hotel, the air was filled with the screams of 

the swifts, and dozens of martins also wheeling around hawking for insects.  Serins and Goldfinches seemed to 

be everywhere, and once again I realised what a great part of the world this little backwater is.

Day 3 Monday 18th May

After a light continental breakfast we headed out at 8 o’clock and gloried at the almost cloudless sky, such a 

difference from yesterday.  Our first stop was at the village of Gabriere where there is usually a large shallow 

lake. For some reason this had been drained and was now completely dry with just a couple of Curlews and 

Redshanks loafing about on the dried mud.  However, our main interest was the pleasant walk behind the main 

street. We parked one of the vehicles at the start of the walk and the other at the other end so the group 

wouldn’t have quite so far to trudge.  It was particularly pleasant walking along this leafy path. The start of the 

walk produced a beautiful Cirl Bunting posing very nicely for us on the overhead wires, the yellow, black and 

rufous plumage looking a real treat.  Other birds encountered were Melodious Warbler, Blackcap, Nightingale,

and a couple of Black Kites gliding overhead. In the background we could hear the fluting song of the Golden 

Oriole.

The rest of the morning was spent cruising the roadside verges on the hunt for orchids. We did fairly well,

discovering a patch of Lizard Orchids (Himantoglossum hircinum). 
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Unfortunately these were not quite in flower yet, but several Loose-flowered Orchids (Orchis Laxiflora) and many 

Monkey Orchids (Orchis Simian) certainly were, and a pure delight to the eye.  The butterfly highlight must have 

been the Duke of Burgundy Fritillary which gave particularly good views.  Once again the time seemed to fly by

and in no time at all we had to hurry ourselves along to keep our rendezvous with Tony at the Chapel in the 

woods. We arrived there before our host but there was plenty to entertain us while we waited.  By the little 

spring there were several Demoiselles fluttering daintily and sometimes landing, allowing us to try and 

photograph them along with Black-tailed Skimmers.  Simon had disappeared but reappeared excitedly having 

found the young (eft) of a Great Crested Newt complete with gills as it was not yet able to exist out of the water 

for any length of time.  We all eagerly examined the creature before it was released back to its watery home.

Tony turned up with another sumptuous feast which was enjoyed by everyone. When we’d done eating he took 

us to see the elusive Middle-spotted Woodpecker. Eventually we were successful as all enjoyed good views of the 

bird flitting across the forest path. We then bid Tony farewell and continued through the forest for while. We

discovered a multitude of Birdsnest Orchids (Neottia nidus-avis), quite a surprise for me as I have never seen this 

many together before and I wondered if Tony knew about this site.  Although these orchids are not particularly 

pretty to look at, they are different from other orchids in having no chlorophyll. They feed on rotting vegetation 

with the aid of a fungus partner, so this is a very interesting plant to find.

Other plants of note we found were Twyblade (Listera ovata) and White Asphodel.  We then drove to a known 

site for the very thinly distributed Man Orchid and were lucky in locating a few plants. We also found the rare 

Kerry Lily (Simethis planifolia) which is an excellent find anywhere in Europe.  Although it does occur in France, 

the only other place it occurs is in Ireland, hence the name.

As we made our way back to the hotel, Toby spotted a magnificent Short-toed Eagle that was hovering in one 

spot for what seemed ages, certainly long enough to get the scope set up so everyone could get excellent views of 

this impressive raptor.  A Red-backed Shrike was another welcome sighting on the way back. We were all ready 

for another excellent meal provided by Madame and Monsieur then relaxed and did the checklist after we’d 

eaten.  Everyone agreeing that it had been another superb day full of diversity.

Day 4 Tuesday 19th May

We started the day by spending an hour with Tony at the reserve where he took us to one of the hides that had 

been closed to the public because a Purple Heron had nested very close by. Unfortunately the bird didn’t know 

we were coming and was deep in the bush but we could just about see the heron sitting on her nest through the 

foliage. However there were plenty of Reed and Sedge Warblers to study closely and Pochard and Tufted Duck 

were there, also one or two fine Black-necked Grebes to admire in detail.

Unfortunately the weather was not being kind. Our intention was to visit a site that is excellent for many orchids, 

particularly Tongue Orchids (Serapias lingua) and usually a good show of butterflies. However, the rain was now 

coming down pretty hard and as the site was very open with little cover, I thought it best to make our way to the 

Parc du Maison where we could have some coffee and sit out the rain.  We arrived at the park which is a 

wonderful place for children to learn about the natural world. This was verified by a large school party having 

great fun pond dipping, completely oblivious to the wet weather.
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We relaxed with our coffees until there seemed to be a let-up in the weather, when we once again headed off to 

‘the hill’ in our quest for Tongue Orchids.  On arriving at the site the rain was, once again, making life difficult 

but we thought ‘what the heck’ and donned our wet weather gear and gamely went ahead anyway.  There were, 

indeed, plenty of orchids to admire although not looking quite their best in these dismal conditions. We also 

spotted Tree Pipit, Corn Bunting and Turtle Dove. A single Hawfinch flew over and was seen by just a few of 

the group.  Tassel Hyacinth (Muscari comosum) was also noted while we were there, and a dragonfly which we 

couldn’t immediately identify, so photos were taken in the hope that we would be able to ID it later on that

evening.  A very wet and bedraggled group made their way back down the hill and along the path to the vehicles 

but, even so, there was a lone Woodlark singing on the wires as we admired a superb Cirl Bunting in the hedge 

next to us. Realising that it had a nest right next to where we were standing, we decided to retreat so as not to 

disturb the bird unnecessarily. 

We were meant to meet Tony at the picturesque riverside spot at Ciron but due to the weather he called and 

thought it better to meet back at the park where we could have our lunch in comfort and under cover.  This we 

did and all settled under the awning just outside the cafeteria which suited us perfectly and another array of fine 

food was set out for us. After lunch the group indulged in a little retail therapy and took advantage of the shop’s 

superb facilities. T-shirts, postcards, local honey etc. were all purchased.  

We then made our way to a hide that Tony had suggested we visit and as we pulled up, hallelujah, the weather 

had cleared and the sun was beginning to peek through.  On alighting from the vehicles we spent the first twenty 

minutes or so checking out the butterflies that were now emerging into the sunshine. Common Blue and 

Glanville Fritillary were identified and a Nightingale sang in a nearby hedge. We wandered along the track and 

noticed Cattle Egrets accompanying the cows in the field to our right, and then a Cuckoo landed on a post just 

ahead of us and was immediately hassled by a pair of Stonechats. The hide itself became extremely hot very 

quickly so we decided to bird from the path instead. We noted Black-winged Stilts, Black-necked Grebe, 

Whiskered Terns, 3 Coypu and a particularly nice male Red-backed Shrike.  

After a very pleasant but warm hour or so, we strolled back to the vehicles noting butterflies and insects as we 

went. Then back into the vans to drive back to the hotel where we had time to relax for a while before we met 

up to do the daily checklist. In the meantime Simon and I checked out the dragonfly field guide alongside the 

photos I had taken and realised that earlier today we had found a ‘Western Clubtail’ Dragonfly. This was a 

particularly good find and a very good addition to our list.

We enjoyed another lovely meal and it was agreed that although the weather had been anything but kind to us,

the day had still been most enjoyable. The Western Clubtail and the superb male Red-backed Shrike had been 

the highlights for most of us.

Day 5 Wednesday 20th May

We set off after breakfast and we were beginning to get familiar with the habitat of this varied area.  Although 

generally flat, the surrounding countryside includes étangs (lakes, of which there are said now to be over 3000) 

woodlands, including ancient oak and hornbeam woods, flowery meadows, scrubland, some cultivated land and, 

of course, gardens and smallholdings.  There are miles of hedges and often wide verges with ditches alongside.  

The water table is generally high (although much drier later in the year) and many of the meadows are damp.  
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The general impression, and appeal of the area, is of varied, traditional, low intensity land management with a 

great diversity of habitats and, therefore, plenty of room for wildlife.

Today we headed a bit further afield to a Limestone quarry which is a superb orchid site. Expectations of picking 

up new species were high.  The day had dawned bright and sunny, so all boded well for a full and exciting time.  

On arrival, we first ventured into the woodland which was dark and spooky but the perfect conditions for the 

Violet Birdsnest Orchid (Limodorum abortivum), which we quickly found. As well as the woodland, there was a 

chalky area which supports a terrific variety of alkaline loving plants and between the two areas we were soon 

totally absorbed in finding a good selection of orchids including Fly Orchid (Ophrys insectifera), Burnt Tip Orchid 

(Orchis ustulata) Early Spider Orchid (Ophrys sphegodes) and more Monkey Orchids.  Every time a new species was 

found Linda would squeal with delight and James spent most of his time flat on his belly trying to get the best 

angle to photograph these little beauties. We must have spent a good two and a half hours in this area, not 

moving very far at all, as there was so much to investigate.  

As well as the flora there were birds to see. A female Black Redstart was seen by a few of the group and a fly-

over Honey Buzzard also put in an appearance, while several Bonelli’s Warblers could be heard singing all 

around us.  In the butterfly department the beautiful Adonis Blue was well represented and Chris actually caught 

one and we all had the chance to have a really close view of it in the examination jar. The time passed so quickly 

that we were in danger of missing our lunchtime meeting with Tony, so we reluctantly headed back for our 

rendezvous. En route I noticed a dead mole on the opposite side of the road and as the corpse was in good 

condition I thought I’d stop and show the group what a mole actually looks like up close, as not everybody has 

had the opportunity to study one closely.  Both vehicles stopped and James jumped out ready to retrieve it, but 

hung back a moment to allow a lorry to pass.  Yes, you’ve guessed it, our wonderfully preserved body was now a 

flat gory red splodge on the tarmac.  “Don’t think that mole’s viable any longer” commented Simon over the 

intercom, and I have to say this time he was spot on!

We managed to get to our lunchtime venue on time. It was by the River Creuse just outside the village of Ciron.  

This is a beautiful spot where the river flows quickly, and is wide and shallow. Overlooked by the Chateau de

Romefort, complete with fairytale turrets and towers, perched on the steep slope on the opposite bank, it was 

altogether a super place to relax and while away a little time.  Photographs were taken of the castle and the pretty 

Banded Demoiselles that were prolific in the nearby meadow.

Tony gave us directions to an étang that I was unfamiliar with, so we waved him goodbye and set off and found 

the lake without too much trouble. Just as we were walking along the path to the étang we saw a car hurtling up 

the track towards us and realised that it was Tony.  He’d chased after us to tell us that he’d relocated the Bee-

eaters that had been washed out of their usual nesting site and was keen for us to come and view them.  So off 

we went again and did manage to get good views through the scopes of the Bee-eaters. These birds are always a 

pure delight to observe, and everyone was more than satisfied with the afternoon’s events. 

As it was now mid-afternoon and very hot I had to twist everyone’s arm to get them to agree to ice-creams all 

round. It’s always good when the group is in full agreement! We were joined for dinner by Tony, his wife, and 

son Gary. They were joining us on a Nightjar hunt after we’d eaten.  We arrived at the site and were lucky 

enough to see three individual birds, so it was a very good end to an extremely pleasant day.
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Day 6 Thursday 21st May

We awoke to heavy skies with rain and thunder in the distance. This was just a bit disappointing after the 

gorgeous weather we’d had yesterday. Undeterred we headed off after breakfast having to make a rather large 

detour because some roads in the village were closed as it was market day. However, by the time we’d reached 

the ‘chalk hillside’ site the weather had brightened and the rain had stopped and although still overcast it looked

considerably more promising than it had earlier. This is a great site for plants, and we found masses of Pyramidal 

Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis), Broad Leafed Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) and Sword Leafed Helleborine

(Cephalanthera Longifolia) and Burnt Tip Orchid.  A few Tree Pipits were seen along with a new bird for the trip - a

Spotted Flycatcher, and in the background we could hear Golden Orioles and Cuckoos continually calling.

Adonis Blue butterflies seemed to be everywhere much to our delight, and it was very challenging trying to 

photograph them.

Eventually we had to move on to a ditch that was supposed to harbour some Fragrant Orchids (Gymnadenia 

conopsea), but try as we might, we could not find a single plant.  A few Greater Butterfly Orchids (although not in 

flower yet) were found and Black Bryony (Tamus communis) among other things but the Fragrant Orchid remained 

elusive.

We returned to the Parc du Maison for our picnic lunch which was superb as ever. After lunch Linda and Chris 

were poking about around the pond and found a lovely bright green tree frog.  We let the frog crawl all over us 

and the last person to have the pleasure was Chris. As tree frogs like to climb to the highest point, it ended up on 

his head trying to navigate his crew-cut causing much hilarity and picture taking.  Then just as we were leaving 

Chris found another tree frog perched very prettily on a Yellow Flag Iris. Obviously this does say quite a lot 

about Chris and Linda’s observation skills - well done both of you.  We hung about a bit as it had started to rain 

yet again, but as we were sitting there overlooking the water we saw a grass snake swim the whole width of the 

pond.

We eventually did leave, but stopped just up the road to view the only Lady Orchid (Orchis purpurea) that has been 

found in the area so far this season. We were lucky to get to view this plant.  As we were standing there two 

Honey Buzzards drifted by, giving super views as they glided effortlessly over our heads. We drove on to Étang 

du Sault where our target was Black-headed Night Heron. However, we failed to find this species but enjoyed 

ourselves nevertheless finding Red Crested Pochard, Whiskered Terns, one Black Tern and many of the species 

that are now becoming familiar to us. At one point we came across the grisly heads of a dozen or more Stag 

Beetles but the bizarre thing was that the severed heads were still capable of moving, not only using their pincers

but delivering a very effective nip, as Simon found out in no uncertain way.  When speaking to Tony later he told 

me that he’d known these heads to be active for up to three days after they’d been detached from the body - how 

very strange.  Tony confirmed what I had originally thought in that we’d found the larder of a Red-Backed 

Shrike, the very aptly named ‘Butcher Bird’. 

The weather had become very muggy and warm and we were all feeling a little lethargic as we were relaxing and 

chatting by the side of a public track.  However, it seemed that we were sitting a little too far off the track (a 

couple of feet) and were moved on by a grumpy farmer for invading his land! We arrived back at the hotel 

around 6 o’clock and enjoyed our showers more than usual, as we were all hot and weary.
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Day 7 Friday 22nd May

Thankfully our last full day dawned bright and clear. Today we were heading to the far North West of the area 

where it is slightly more agricultural, in our quest to try and find some Stone Curlew.  En route we spotted a very 

nice Buzzard amongst other familiar species. Eventually we arrived at an area consisting of narrow country lanes 

with the fields planted with all manner of crops.  We concentrated on an area of young sunflower plants and 

diligently scanned along the furrows.  One of the first birds of note that we came across was a Quail as it flew 

across the road and landed in a crop field never to be seen again, although we did hear several other birds calling 

at different intervals.  Another bird way up on the horizon was obviously a harrier species and eventually we 

identified it as an immature Hen Harrier. However, a little later another harrier was spotted but this time it was a 

male. As it came closer we could see that it was a stunning male Montague’s Harrier.  We enjoyed viewing several 

Blue-headed Yellow Wagtails, Corn Buntings and many Skylarks but still no Stone Curlew.  Eventually I decided 

to walk back and get one of the vehicles. While I was absent Simon spotted our quarry at the edge of a field of 

young maize.  He found three birds in all and everyone managed to get a good view of them through the scope.  

All in all we spent a good couple of hours leisurely strolling along and enjoying the warm sunny weather, but at 

last we had to leave and try and find the elusive Brenne Orchid before we met Tony for lunch.

Very ably navigated by Kathleen, we did find the site and saw the Brenne Orchids which were only just starting 

to come out.  Another plant we found in this area was a Dragon’s Tongue which is a large specimen of the vetch 

family and quite thinly distributed.  A female Marsh Harrier was spotted and several of the group managed to see 

it very well.  While we were all taking photographs of the orchids a call went up from Liz and Richard. Simon, 

Richard and I just caught a glimpse of a large woodpecker flying away and a bird this size could only be a Black 

Woodpecker, an excellent species to finally get to grips with.

 We once more piled into the vehicles so as to meet Tony at Michel-en-Brenne. We got there a little early and

commandeered the picnic tables ready to set out the lunch.  Tony duly arrived and we spent a very pleasant 

interlude eating, drinking and chatting and then poking around the immediate area. We found a Bee Orchid

(Ophrys apifera) which was in a bit of an awkward spot on an embankment. However, one way or another we all 

managed to get a good view of the plant and this made it the 20th species of orchid we’d found on the trip. 

That’s an excellent tally by anyone’s reckoning.

As luck would have it another shout went up for Black Woodpecker, and sure enough a bird flew by and across 

the football pitch into the woods beyond.  Eagle-eyed Linda noticed that there were some fresh holes in a nearby 

pine tree and it was quite obvious that these had been made by Black Woodpecker. So we hung around for some 

time in the hope that the bird might return, but unfortunately to no avail.

We spent the rest of the afternoon walking some trails at Étang Masse. Although the sun had become quite hot 

we enjoyed the stroll, stopping for anything that took our fancy.  A family of Long-tailed Tits feeding young 

provided a lot of entertainment and a few Coypus were spotted.  At one spot I grabbed Liz’s pond dipping net 

and dashed around like a demented thing, finally being successful in netting a flying male Stag Beetle, which we 

all inspected with great interest. Cetti’s Warbler seemed to shout at us from every bush and there were plenty of 

Blackcaps. A Short-toed Eagle hovered in the sky above us.  Several dragonfly species where whizzing around 

and we noted Black-tailed Skimmer, Emperor, Common Darter and both male and female Broad-bodied Chaser.  

It was time to move on so we boarded the vehicles and left as five Black Kites were circling above us.
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We drove back to the hotel via the site where we’d seen the Lizard Orchids earlier in the week. Sadly they were 

still not out in bloom, so that delight will have to wait for another time. A final stop at Ètang Gabriau gave us 

our last views of all the birds we’d become so familiar with during the week, then reluctantly we made our way 

back to Au Boeuf Couronne.

Tony called in before dinner to wish us a safe trip home and we thanked him for all his efforts and especially for 

feeding us so royally.  At dinner Madame provided complimentary drinks of Kir and white wine and a lively 

dinner ensued.  Liz provided great entertainment when she stood up and recited a poem she had written about 

Simon and myself and the week’s holiday.  So the evening, and indeed the week, ended on a very high note.

Day 8 Saturday 23rd May

We needed an early breakfast today ready for leaving at 7 o’clock, so after thanking Monsieur and bidding him 

farewell, we were off.  Stopping occasionally for a few pictures of churches etc. the journey was very 

straightforward, and in no time after dropping off the vehicles we were on the train heading back to Lille.  

Luckily this time we didn’t have to change stations, just trains. Again everything progressed smoothly and we 

eventually arrived at St. Pancreas at 2.30 pm.

Fond farewells were made and addresses exchanged with everyone agreeing that the week had been not only

informative and a great success but most of all, jolly good fun.

Receive our e-newsletter

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.

Naturetrek Facebook

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. 

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485%20
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Species Lists

Birds   (h = heard only)

May

Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 20 2 10 4 12 20

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 5 7 2 2 8

3 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 10 9 3

4 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 6 6 17 4 6 4

5 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 1

6 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 8 4 30 10 20 5

7 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 4 1 4 1 2 8

8 Great White Egret Egretta alba 5 2 1 1 1

9 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 10 4 6 3 9 10

10 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 8 1 5 2 3 4

11 Mute Swan Cygnus olor 30 30 15 2 39 30

12 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 25 12 16 12 16 12

13 Gadwall Anas strepera 20 12 4 4 10

14 Shoveler Anas clypeata 2 1 2 2 4

15 Teal Anas crecca 1

16 Garganey Anas querquedula 1

17 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 2 4 3

18 Pochard Aythya ferina 12 1 20 40 40 30

19 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 16 1 24 30 25 25

20 Black Kite Milvus migrans 8 8 8 3 8 11

21 Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus 1 2

22 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 2

23 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 2 2 1

24 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 1 2 3

25 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 1 2 2 8 10 15 15

26 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus 1 1 1 1

27 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 4 1 1 2 2 4

28 Hobby Falco subbuteo 2 1

29 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1

30 Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 1

31 Common Quail Coturnix coturnix 3

32 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 2 2 4 2

33 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 1h

34 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1 1 3

35 Coot Fulica atra 30 10 32 35 20 50+

36 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 3

37 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 3 4 4

38 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 2 1 2

39 Curlew Numenius arquata 2

40 Redshank Tringa totanus 6

41 Greenshank Tringa nebularia 1h

42 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1

43 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 1

44 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 50 20 30 20 60 15

45 Black Tern Chlidonias niger 4 2 1

46 White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus

47 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 50 23 19 34 89 8
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48 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 20 12 8 6 5 7

49 Stock Dove Columba oenas 1

50 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia P P P P P P P

51 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 6 9 10 15 8 7 4

52 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 8 5 8 3 10 8

53 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 4 9 7 4 7 8

54 Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 3

55 Common Swift Apus apus 35 22 30 35 60 25 20

56 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 1 1

57 Bee-eater Merops apiaster 7

58 Hoopoe Upupa epops 4 3 2 3 4

59 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 2h 1h 2 2 1 2

60 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major 1 3

61 Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus medius 2

62 Skylark Alauda arvensis 5 6 12 6 4 30

63 Woodlark Lullula arborea 1 1

64 Sand Martin Riparia riparia 8 3

65 Swallow Hirundo rustica 30 40 35 20 15 18 25

66 House Martin Delichon urbica 45 60 45 50 20 25 40

67 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 2 3 3 5

68 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 5 3 3 3 3 3

69 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1

70 Yellow (Blue-headed) Wagtail Motacilla flava (flava) 1h 4

71 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 2 2 2

72 Dunnock Prunella modularis 3 6 5 2 1 3

73 Robin Erithacus rubecula 4 4 3 3 2

74 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 12 9 13 4 15 8

75 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 1 2 2 3

76 Stonechat Saxicola torquata 3 12 4 6 6 5

77 Blackbird Turdus merula 6 5 6 5 4 8

78 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 1h 1 2 2

79 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 1 1h 1

80 Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 1 1 1 1

81 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti 1 4

82 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 3 1h 2 1 2

83 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 8 4 2 1

84 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta 7 6 7 4 4

85 Whitethroat Sylvia communis 4 3 4 3 3 4

86 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 8 12 14 10 12 15

87 Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli 15 7 4

88 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 1

89 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 1h 1

90 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1h 7 3 3 8 6

91 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 2

92 Marsh Tit Parus palustris 8

93 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 3 3 2 3

94 Great Tit Parus major 2 2 2 2 5 2

95 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 4 10

96 Nuthatch Sitta europaea

97 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla 2h 1h

98 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 1 1 5 3 7
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99 Starling Sturnus vulgaris 8 20 10 20 30 10

100 Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 4h 10 8 3 6 3

101 Jay Garrulus glandarius 2 2 2 3 5

102 Magpie Pica pica 2 1 2 2 1

103 Jackdaw Corvus monedula 12 8 60 40 10 40 25

104 Carrion Crow Corvus corone 14 10 12 10 6 12 40

105 Rook Corvus frugilegus 15 2 3

106 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 25 16 15 6 15 20

107 Hawfinch Coccothraustes c 1

108 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 8 25 30 12 20 10

109 Serin Serinus serinus 2 3 1 2 4 3 3

110 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 2 2 3

111 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 2 6 4 8 6 2 7

112 Linnet Acanthis cannabina 8 6 2 2 2 40

113 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 1 4 3 2 3

114 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 1h 1

115 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 4 1 2 2 4 1

Mammals
Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus Coypu  Myocastor coypus Brown Hare Lepus europaeus
Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus

Reptiles and Amphibians
Grass Snake Natrix natrix Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis
Natterjack Bufo calamita Edible Frog Rana esculenta Pool Frog Rana lessonae
Common Tree Frog Hyla arborea

Butterflies and Moths 
Swallowtail Papilio machaon Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius Small White Pieris rapae
Green-veined White Pieris napi Black-veined White Aporia crataegi Clouded Yellow Colias crocea
Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni Wood White Leptidea sinapis White Admiral Limenitis Camilla
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina Pearly Heath Coenonympha arcania Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 

(both Northern and Southern forms)
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera Duke of Burgandy Hamearis lucina Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas
Sooty Copper Heodes tityrus Adonis Blue Lysandra bellargus Common Blue Polyommatus icarus
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages Chequered Skipper Caterocephalus 

palaemon
Large Skipper Ochlodes venata

Moths
The Forester Adscita statices Black Veined Moth Siona lineata Silver Y  Autographa gamma
Clouded Buff Diarcrisia sannio Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae
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Damselflies and Dragonflies 
Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx 
splendens

Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura 
elegans

Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma 
cyathigerum

Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator Four-spotted Chaser Libellula 
quadrimaculata

Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula 
depressa

Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum 
cancellatum

Common Darter Sympetrum 
striolatum

Western Clubtail Gomphus pulchellus

Orchids
Broad-leaved Helleborine Epipactis 
helleborine

Sword-leaved Helleborine 
Cephalanthera longifolia

Violet Limodore Limodorum abortivum

Twayblade Listera ovata Greater Butterfly Orchid Platanthera 
chlorantha

Man Orchid Aceras anthropophorum

Monkey Orchid Orchis simia Loose-flowered Orchid Orchis laxiflora Green-winged Orchid  Orchis morio
Lady Orchid Orchis purpurea Burnt Orchid Orchis ustulata Early Spider Orchid   Ophrys 

sphegodes
Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera Fly Orchid Ophrys insectifera Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis 

pyramidalis
Lizard Orchid Himantoglossum 
hircinum

Tongue Orchid Serapias lingua Fragrant Orchid Gymnadenia 
conopsea

Brenne Orchid. Dactylorhiza brenne Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii Bird’s Nest Orchid Neottia nidus-avis


