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Tour Leaders:   Tom McJannet  Ornithologist 

    Simon Tonkin  Naturalist 

 

Participants:   Stuart Lawrence   

    Paula Lawrence   

    Lionel Cartlidge   

    Mary Cartlidge   

    Marilyn Swann   

    Sara Spencer-Smith  

    John Higgs   

    Gillian Higgs   

    Martin King   

    Gloria King   

    Ros Hancock   

    Suzanne Merrikin  

    Sally Adshead   

    Donald Robinson  

Day 1 Saturday 15th May 

Suffice to say that the trip did not get off to the most auspicious of starts.  Due to a problem or two in the 

‘chunnel’ we were severely delayed making all the onward connections impossible.  Ably assisted by my co-

leader, Simon Tonkin, we eventually got our group of 14 to the hotel in Mezieres-en-Brenne nearer midnight 

rather than the four o’clock arrival that we’d hoped for.  Although, I must say that the hotel ‘Au Boeuf 

Couronne’, came up trumps and welcomed us with a much needed meal and an extremely warm welcome. It was 

a very travel-weary group that dragged themselves to bed that night. 

Day 2 Sunday 16th May 

Due to the lateness of our bedtime, we thought it prudent to have breakfast a little later than originally planned 

and by nine-thirty the group somewhat refreshed, fed and watered piled into the vehicles to rendezvous with 

Tony Williams, Naturetrek’s resident expert, at the picturesque Reserve Naturelle de Cherine.  Tony led us to a 

private area of the reserve where we settled ourselves into a hide and began our first serious bit of birding. We 

noted the breeding Black-necked Grebes, a Black-crowned Night Heron, Black Terns along with the more 

familiar Pochard and Tufted Duck. Suddenly a female Little Bittern flew in and disappeared in the reeds very 

close to us and despite Tony’s attempts at calling it out, it refused to show.  Eventually he had to leave us to 

enjoy our birding without him but after a while the Little Bittern gradually made its way out of the reeds and 

gave us a wonderful performance allowing the whole group to get superb views and one or two good photos as 

it clung on to the reeds in full view not ten yards from us. After half and hour or so we left the hide and made 

our way back to the vehicles surrounded all the way by the calls of Cetti’s Warbler, Blackcap, Whitethroat and 

Reed Warbler to name just a few.  Also a lovely Green Hairstreak was spotted giving the photographers another 

excellent photo opportunity. 
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Our lunch stop was alongside an étang near a new holiday park, here we thoroughly enjoyed our picnic lunch 

prepared by Tony and we enthusiastically partook of the cold meats and cheeses, salads, bread and fresh fruits.  

We’d been told that there were a pair of nesting Black Woodpeckers in the vicinity so after the lunch things had 

been cleared away we set out to see if we could find the nesting hole that the woodpeckers were using.  We 

strolled along the beach noting Common Sandpipers and Little Ringed Plovers, while the air was full of flying 

cockchafers, we then walked in the woodland which held interest for all;  botanists, birders and butterfly lovers 

alike.  Bonelli’s Warbler was spotted and on the woodland floor were Lesser Butterfly Orchid (Platanthera bifolia), 

Green-winged Orchid (Orchis Morio) and Tongue Orchid (Serapias lingua). The butterfly lovers enjoyed both 

Swallowtail and Scarce Swallowtail but alas, no Black Woodpecker. 

Our next port of call was an étang recommended by Tony where we saw Red-crested Pochard, Black-necked 

Grebes, lots of Whiskered Terns, Cuckoo and Purple Heron along with Sooty Copper Butterfly, Oil Beetle, 

Scorpion Fly and Robber Fly. The weather had turned rather cool and we eventually headed back to our digs 

very satisfied with our first full day in the field.  We met up at 6.45 to have a pre-dinner drink and complete the 

daily checklist then enjoyed a tasty meal before turning in around ten o’clock. 

Day 3 Monday 17th May 

The day dawned very cool, overcast and drizzly but we gamely met up for breakfast at eight o’clock then Tony 

arrived and we poured over the maps deciding on what course of action to take.  A particular étang was chosen 

and we set of in high spirits because the rain had now eased off.  Several stops were made along the way because 

of something of interest catching our attention and we all thoroughly enjoyed poking around the roadside 

ditches discovering such treasures as Greater Butterfly Orchid (Platanthera chlorantha), Loose-flowered Orchid 

(Orchis Laxiflora) and  Tassel Hyacinth (Muscari comosum), albeit in its early stages of flowering.  All the while that 

we were exploring the ditches the air was full of the purring of Turtle Doves, the scratchy song of Common 

Whitethroat and the beautiful liquid song of the Nightingale. We did eventually get to the designated étang where 

we walked along the footpath noting the usual Purple Herons, Whiskered Terns etc. but then Sarah spotted the 

not so usual Canada Geese which were our first for the trip.  We could hear the unmistakable call of Golden 

Orioles but try as we might the birds remained elusive and frustratingly hidden from view. 

Simon took the group to another hide and the entire group got good views of a Cuckoo in the scope.  There 

were lots of Wall Browns around with a few Scarce Swallowtails thrown in for good measure.  The most unusual 

find of the day was a lizard with two tails – no, not a new species but obviously this lizard had shed its tail as a 

defence mechanism and through some sort of aberration two tails had grown.  It really was a bizarre sight to see. 

By now it was lunch time and we drove to the Parc du Maison to set up our picnic.  We chose to eat undercover 

as it was still very chilly but a terrific meal had been provided complete with some delicious smoked salmon, so 

that went down very well indeed. After lunch we found our way to a cracking new hide where we spent quite 

some time and enjoyed viewing a couple of Squacco Herons, the breeding Whiskered Terns that were nesting in 

a wired off area which was to protect the water lilies which the terns nest on from the numerous Coypu that 

swam in the lake and which consequently eat the water lilies. We could hear a Great Reed Warbler shouting at us 

from the dense reeds but despite our best efforts it absolutely refused to show itself.  We had a chat to some 

British photographers that were staying in the area with an ex pat living about an hour away and enjoyed 

swapping sightings and stories with them. 
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Simon again took the group off for a walk and while waiting for them to return I found the nest of a Black 

Redstart hidden in a concrete electrical cable post.  The nest was full of very young birds eyes still closed but 

beaks agape ready for Mum to return with something tasty. Also, the sun had come out which was an added 

bonus. After a very full day we headed back home and enjoyed a fabulous dinner of turkey stuffed with 

mushrooms followed by a very nice fresh fruit salad.  The group was very convivial going over all the interesting 

sighting we’d had today and looking forward greatly to another good day tomorrow. 

Day 4 Tuesday 18th May 

Thankfully the day dawned bright albeit a little cool and after breakfast we headed to Cherin where we spent the 

majority of the morning enjoying all the reserve had to offer. We were now beginning to get familiar with the 

habitat of the area which is very varied.  Although generally flat, the surrounding countryside includes étangs, 

(lakes, of which there are said to be about 2,300) woodlands, including ancient oak and hornbeam woods, 

flowery meadows, scrubland, some cultivated land and, of course, gardens and smallholdings.  There are miles of 

hedges and often wide verges with ditches alongside.  The water table is generally high (although much drier later 

in the year) and many of the meadows are damp.  The general impression, and appeal of the area, is of varied, 

traditional, low intensity land management with a great diversity of habitats and, therefore, plenty of room for 

wildlife. While exploring the private part of the reserve a debate developed whether the small warblers nesting in 

the shallows were Willow Warblers or Chiffchaffs with myself and Simon going for Willow Warbler and Tony 

opting for Chiffchaff – neither camp came to an acceptable conclusion! 

Today our lunch was taken beside the River Creuse just outside the village of Ciron.  This is a beautiful spot 

where the river flows quickly and is wide and shallow and overlooked by the Chateau de Romefort complete 

with fairytale turrets and towers, perched on the steep slope on the opposite bank, altogether a super place to 

relax and while away a little time.  Lots of photographs were taken of the castle and the pretty Banded 

Demoiselles that were prolific in the nearby meadow. 

After our leisurely lunch we made for a spot where we could get some good distant views of a colony of Bee-

eaters.  We used the scope and everyone managed to get fairly decent views of the birds of which there were in 

the region of 40+. As well the many birds spotted this afternoon we observed Grass Snake swimming across the 

pond and the highlight for me was the discovery of the bizarre Mole Cricket.  This unusual looking insect has 

large beady eyes and shovel-like forelimbs highly developed for burrowing and swimming.  Although not a 

particularly uncommon creature it is rarely seen, being nocturnal and living underground in damp conditions.  I 

persuaded Simon to pick the creature up where it instantly covered his hands in a foul smelling ‘substance’ and 

we all got to observe this little monster closely. A first for me and, I suspect, everybody else! The afternoon 

passed quickly and apart from me spotting a lovely Hobby which suddenly morphed into a Kestrel we all 

enjoyed ourselves thoroughly until it was time to return to the hotel around six o’clock. 

Day 5 Wednesday 19th May 

It was a bright and sunny day and after breakfast we tried to find the nesting Woodchat Shrikes that Tony had 

told us about but unfortunately were not successful so we headed to the lovely chalk hillside that is always good 

for a good selection of wild flowers and butterflies.   
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A stroll around this little chalky hill produced Pyramidal Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis), and Sword Leafed 

Helleborine (Cephalanthera Longifolia).  The butterfly enthusiasts delighted in Adonis Blue, Common Blue and 

Little Blue.  It was amazing how quickly the time passed as everyone leisurely meandered around the meadow. 

Lunch was taken at Linge which was the usual convivial affair and this time I really did see a Hobby that didn’t 

turn into a Kestrel as soon as Simon looked at it! After lunch Tony took us to a roadside spot where we 

observed a Red-underwing Skipper which in itself is not a particularly eye-catching butterfly but it is a first for 

the La Brenne area so well worth seeing.  Several other Skippers were noted including Grizzled and Dingy.  The 

other notable butterfly was a cracking Berger’s Clouded Yellow. The rest of the afternoon was spent in the 

private part of Cherin Reserve where we enjoyed all the local birds that we’d become familiar with plus the 

display of a pair of Marsh Harriers. Both the birds had taken unfortunate Coot chicks and at one point we 

observed the ‘food pass’ from the male to the female. 

Dinner was taken a little earlier tonight as Tony was taking us on a Nightjar hunt.  We left the hotel around ten 

past nine and drove to the Nightjar site.  Three birds were heard churring and one individual was seen well, we 

also heard the croaking of a Natterjack Toad. 

Day 6 Thursday 20th May 

Today we headed a little further afield to a quarry which is a superb orchid site and hopefully we will be picking 

up new species – so expectations were high.  The day was bright so all boded well for a full and exciting day.  

The site comprises of both woodland and a chalky area which supports a good variety of alkaline loving species.  

We did exceptionally well and observed at least seven species of orchid including Violet Birdsnest Orchid 

(Limodorum abortivum), Fly Orchid (Ophrys insectifera), Monkey Orchid (Orchis simia), Early Spider Orchid (Ophrys 

sphegodes) Burnt Tip Orchid (Orchis ustulata) and Greater Butterfly Orchid.  This terrific site never disappoints and 

always delivers some terrific species. As we made our way to our lunch venue we stopped by a bank on the 

roadside and spotted a Lady Orchid (Orchis purpurea) along with a lovely Southern White Admiral. Lunch was 

taken alongside the river where we all chilled out and those us who were awake spotted a couple of Golden 

Orioles fly across the river. 

On our way to our next stop we observed Whimbrel, Curlew and three if not four Montague’s Harriers which 

caused a bit of excitement as we had exceptional views of these handsome birds.  We next stopped at an area 

which is slightly more agricultural and the narrow country lanes grow all manner of crops and our quest was to 

try and find some Stone Curlew.  We found a couple of likely looking fields that looked like they might harbour a 

Stone Curlew or two and after some diligent searching by (hawkeyed) Simon, two individual birds were found. 

On the way back to the hotel we stopped at Lake Gabriau but much to our disappointment the lake was 

completely drained and bone dry.  So we headed back to get showered and ready for the evening. Tony handed a 

newsletter out to everybody which is a new venture and to be published regularly and I think there will be quite a 

few of the group who’ll sign up for this new publication and keep up with all the news from La Brenne. 

Before turning in for the night Simon and I set out the moth trap hoping they’ll be some interesting species for 

us to look at tomorrow morning. 
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Day 7 Friday 21st May 

Simon and I got up extra early this morning so we could go and service the moth trap that we’d set out last night 

so after turning the light out and sealing the trap we went and had some breakfast. After everyone had eaten we 

all went to view the trap where we’d trapped an excellent array of species.  It was great to get such close up views 

of the wonderful large hawkmoths, and the species included Elephant Hawk-moth, Poplar Hawk-moth and 

Eyed Hawk-moth along with Lobster Moth, Pugs, etc.  I think this was a new experience for most of the group 

and from all the ooh’s and ahh’s I think they really enjoyed it.  

Our next venue was to try and find the site where the Brenne Orchid grows and very ably navigated by Ros we 

did manage to find the right place.  We only found two orchids that were just beginning to come out along with 

some Twyblade but to our dismay we watched as a verge cutter came along and cut through the verge containing 

these thinly distributed wild flowers! 

Lunch was taken today at a lovely site that we refer to as ‘The Chapel in the Woods’ and that is exactly what it is, 

a lovely leafy glade surrounded by mixed woodland with the most gorgeous little chapel and a magical little 

spring attended by dainty little fluttering Demoiselles. We had our lunch on the little picnic tables and enjoyed 

the peaceful ambience of this special place. We tried, in vain, to call up the Middle-spotted Woodpecker and then 

drove to a little spot where there were lots of Birds Nest Orchids (Neottia nidus-avis).  Although these orchids are 

not particularly pretty to look at they are different from the other types of orchid in as much as they have no 

chlorophyll and feed on rotting vegetation with the aid of a fungus partner, so a very interesting plant to find. 

There was another spot I was familiar with that contained the strange looking Man Orchid (Aceras anthropphorum).  

I found the site and asked the group if they could try and find a plant.  Try as they might they couldn’t spot one 

until I actually pointed out one of these little plants that are very well camouflaged.  Once they knew what they 

were looking for the group had fun locating more plants.  Our next rarity was the Kerry Lily (Simethis planifolia) 

which is somewhat of an excellent find anywhere in Europe.  Although it does occur in France, the only other 

place it occurs is in Ireland, hence the name. 

Our last port of call was the new hide that we’d visited earlier in the week.  Unfortunately the hide was 

monopolized by photographers who seem to have taken up residence, however, they very reluctantly, after a 

while, allowed us to use the hide! Eventually it was time to drag ourselves back to the hotel saying goodbye to all 

the sights and sounds that had become so familiar to us during the last week.  The weather had turned a lot 

warmer in the latter part of the trip so we enjoyed the drive back in the balmy late afternoon sunshine. Monsieur 

Bernard laid on an extra special ‘last’ dinner and Tony joined us giving us an opportunity to thank him for 

looking after us so well and producing such great picnic lunches. The evening was great fun, probably helped 

along by the drinks that monsieur treated us to.  Everyone was asked what their particular highlight of the week 

was and it was surprising how different the answers were, just proving that this is such a diverse trip with 

something for everyone whatever their particular interest. 

Day 8 Saturday 22nd May 

It was a leisurely breakfast as we didn’t have to leave until 9.40 so after the bags were brought down we said our 

thanks and farewells to our hosts and began our journey back to the UK.   
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The sun was shining as we made our way out of the area. We were lucky enough to get a good sighting of the 

only Honey Buzzard of the trip and another view of a superb Montague’s Harrier just for good measure. 

We reached Poitiers in good time allowing us to grab a coffee before boarding our train and having a smooth 

ride to Paris.  We opted to get taxis to take us from the Gare Montparnasse across Paris to the Gare du Nord 

rather than travel on the Metro, so four vehicles were appropriated and we all piled in.  It was rather special to 

have wonderful views of the Eiffel Tower as we left the station. Unfortunately there were a few delays caused by 

the passport scanning equipment and then some problem in the tunnel.  However, eventually we reached St. 

Pancras just after 20.00 hrs instead of the expected 17.15 hrs, so it was a hurried fond farewell from everyone as 

several people had to rush to make their connections. 

Both Tom and Simon would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for making this such an enjoyable 

week. Thank you for your constant enthusiasm and good humour, for adapting to warmth, cold, rain and wind 

without complaint, for spotting birds, flowers and insects at every turn and for helping with the picnics. We very 

much enjoyed your company. In short, a great trip!! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds   (h = heard only  LO = leader only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 13 25 21 6   3   

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 4 6 4 2   4   

3 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 8 8 4     2   

4 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 1   2 3       

5 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 1   1         

6 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 1 1 1 16       

7 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides   2           

8 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   19 7 13 8 15   

9 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 1 2 5 2   2   

10 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 2 4 3 1   1   

11 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 4 10 3 8 1 8   

12 Mute Swan Cygnus olor 8 30 8 8 58     

13 Canada Goose Branta canadensis   2     2     

14 Greylag Goose Anser anser         2 2   

15 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 15 40 21 15 12 10   

16 Gadwall Anas strepera 3 20 19 3   2   

17 Shoveler Anas clypeata     4         

18 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 5 2 5 2       

19 Pochard Aythya ferina 20 30 21 20 12 20   

20 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 10+ 10 49 20 20 4   

21 Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus     1   4   1 

22 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus       2   3   

23 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus       1       

24 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus             1 

25 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 4 7 7 6 7 6   

26 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus 2 1 1     1   

27 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus     1 2 2 3   

28 Hobby Falco subbuteo       1       

29 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 2 3 6 2   1   

30 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus   h   h       

31 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 3 6 2 4 2 3   

32 Coot Fulica atra   25 30 20   16   

33 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus         3     

34 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 1             

35 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus   4 6 1 4 3   

36 Curlew Numenius arquata         2     

37 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus         1     

38 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 4 1           

39 Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 2             

40 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 50+ 60 50 30 50+ 40+   

41 Common Tern Sterna hirundo               

42 Black Tern Chlidonias niger 5             

43 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 80 72 35 32 42 30   

44 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 3 20+ 10 6 50 15   

45 Stock Dove Columba oenas   2           
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

46 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia         

47 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 12 15 10 8 6 7   

48 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 7 12 12 3 5 3   

49 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 9 9 10 4 4 4   

50 Common Swift Apus apus 90 100+ 50 60 60+ 50   

51 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   1 2         

52 Bee-eater Merops apiaster     40 1 4     

53 Hoopoe Upupa epops 2h 2h       1h   

54 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius     1         

55 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis     1 1 h     

56 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major h 1 2 2 2 3   

57 Skylark Alauda arvensis 1 8 4 h h     

58 Woodlark Lullula arborea     h         

59 Sand Martin Riparia riparia     4         

60 Swallow Hirundo rustica 40+ 30 49 41 40 30   

61 House Martin Delichon urbica 23 70 35 40 60+ 60+   

62 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 2h 1h 4 1 3 2   

63 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris               

64 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 4 4 2 2 2 6   

65 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea     2   2     

66 Yellow (Blue-headed) Wagtail Motacilla flava (flava)         3     

67 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   1h 2h h 3 2   

68 Dunnock Prunella modularis   1 1 h 2 1   

69 Robin Erithacus rubecula       1 1 1   

70 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 20 18 12 6 6 5   

71 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 2 1 3 1 3 4   

72 Stonechat Saxicola torquata   6 4 4 6 7   

73 Blackbird Turdus merula 9 10 11 3 14 16   

74 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos         1 1   

75 Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia       1h Lo       

76 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis 2       2     

77 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti 5 2 3 3   3   

78 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus   1           

79 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 6 3 3 1   8   

80 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 7 6 3         

81 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta 5 3 5 1 2 2   

82 Whitethroat Sylvia communis 8 20 8 2 8 5   

83 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 14 20+ 22 2 16 16   

84 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix         2     

85 Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli 2 3 1h     15   

86 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus     6 1       

87 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 6 6 4 2 2 3   

88 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 2             

89 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris     1         

90 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus     6 1 1 1   

91 Great Tit Parus major 4 1   3 2 2   

92 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     2         

93 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla         1 1   

94 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 3 2 5 2 3 4   
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

95 Starling Sturnus vulgaris 30 50 20 10 15 10   

96 Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 4 8 6 2 2 2   

97 Jay Garrulus glandarius     5 2 3 2   

98 Magpie Pica pica   2 1   2     

99 Jackdaw Corvus monedula 15 20 20 20 40 15   

100 Carrion Crow Corvus corone  6 3 18 36 5 6   

101 Rook Corvus frugilegus 4   2 3   10   

102 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus     1     2   

103 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 20 25 15 30 30+ 40   

104 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 36 30+ 21 15 12 8   

105 Serin Serinus serinus 3 6 4 1 3 4   

106 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 1             

107 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris   1 3 2 2     

108 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 8 15 2 2 4 3   

109 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra     3 1 2     

110 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella       1       

111 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 3 2 1 2 2     

112 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 1             

Mammals 

Common name Scientific name 

Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 

Brown Hare Lepus capensis 

Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 

Coypu Myocastor coypus 

Musk Rat Ondatra zibethicus 

Fox Vulpes vulpes 

Stoat Mustela erminea 

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 

Reptiles and Amphibians:   

Natterjack Bufo calamita 

Common Tree Frog Hyla arborea 

Common Frog Rana temporaria 

Marsh Frog Rana ridibunda 

Edible Frog Rana esculenta 

Pool Frog Rana lessonae 

European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis 

Green Lizard Lacerta viridis 

Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis 

Slow Worm Anguis fragilis 

Grass Snake Natrix natrix  

Butterflies Lepidoptera: 

Swallowtail Papilio machaon 

Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius 

Green-veined White Pieris napi 

Black-veined White Aporia crataegi 

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines 
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Common name Scientific name 

Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias sareptensis 

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 

Wood White Leptidea sinapis 

Southern White Admiral Limenitis reducta 

Peacock Butterfly Inachis io 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 

Comma Polygonia c-album 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Clossiana selene 

Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia 

Knapweed Fritillary Melitaes phoebe 

Marsh Fritillary Eurodryas aurinia 

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 

Wall Brown Lasiommata mergera 

Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 

Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 

Large Copper Lycaena dispar 

Sooty Copper Heodes tityrus 

Small Blue Cupido minimus 

Holly Blue Celastrina agriolus 

Brown Argus Aricia agestis 

Adonis Blue Lysandra bellargus 

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 

Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae 

Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages 

Red-underwing Skipper Spialia sertorius 

Moths Lepidoptera: 

Common Forester Adscita statices 

Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth Hemaris fuciformis 

Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum 

Patton's Tiger Hyphoraia testudinaria 

Muslin Diaphora mendica 

Common Wave Cabera exanthemata 

Clouded Drab Orthosia incerta 

White Ermine Spilosoma lubricipeda 

Common Heath Ematurga atomaria 

Latticed Heath Semiothisa clathrata 

Burnet Companion Moth Euclidea glyphica 

Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae 

Silver Y Autographa gamma 

Speckled Yellow Pseudopanthera macularia 

Elephant Hawk-moth Deilephila elpenor 

Poplar Hawk-moth Laothoe populi 

Lobster moth Stauropus fagi 

Gold Spot Plusia festucae 

Swallow prominent Pheosia gnoma 

Buff-tip Phalera bucephala 

Buff Ermine Spilosoma luteum 

Cosmopolitan Mythimna loreyi 

Dark Arches Apamea monoglypha 
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Common name Scientific name 

Common Wainscot Mythimna pallens 

Brussels Lace Cleorodes lichenaria 

Treble Lines Charanyca trigrammica 

Eyed Hawk-moth Smerinthus ocellata 

Common Rustic Mesapamea secalis 

Grey Arches Polia nebulosa 

Clouded Border Lomaspilis marginata 

Pale Tussock Calliteara pudibunda 

Marbled Minor Oligia strigilis 

Dragonflies Odonata: 

Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens 

Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo 

Winter Damsel Sympecma fusca 

Common Bluetail Ischnura elegans 

Common Bluet Enallagma cyathigerum 

Southern Emerald Damselfly Lestes barbarus 

Large Red-eyed Damselfly Erythromma najas 

Emperor Dragonfly Anex imperator 

Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta 

Blue Hawker Aeshna cyanea 

Downy Emerald Cordulia aenea 

Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa 

Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata 

Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum 

Scarlet Darter Crocothemis erythraea 

Orchids Orchidaceae: 

Sword-leaved Helleborine Cephalanthera longifolia 

Violet Limodore Limodorum abortivum 

Bird's Nest Orchid Neottia nidus-avis 

Twayblade Listera ovata 

Greater Butterfly Orchid Platanthera chlorantha 

Lesser Butterfly Orchid Platanthera bifolia 

Brenne Orchid Dactylorhiza brenneae 

Man Orchid Aceras anthropophorum 

Loose-flowered Orchid Orchis laxiflora 

Green-winged Orchid Orchis morio 

Lady Orchid Orchis purpurea 

Monkey Orchid Orchis Simia 

Burnt Orchid Orchis ustulata 

Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis 

Fly Orchid Ophrys insectifera 

Lizard Orchid Himantoglossum hircinum 

Tongue Orchid Serapias lingua 

Early Spider Orchid Ophrys sphegodes 

 


