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Tour Leaders:   Simon Tonkin 

    David Morris 

 

Participants:    Barbara Bowden 

    Hazel Simpson 

    Jan McCarthy 

    Joan Wilcox 

    John Doragh 

    Joy Saunders 

    Roland de la Moussaye 

    Ruth Poulton 

    Suki Sharples 

Day 1 Saturday 19th May 

After meeting at London St Pancras International we boarded the Eurostar and after a relaxed journey we 

arrived in Lille and made the transfer to the TVR to press on to Poittiers station to collect the minibuses for the 

trip. We needed to go via Paris and following a rather amusing journey on a minibus taxi, we caught our second 

train at Montparnesse and enjoyed a pleasant journey through the beautiful French countryside, to Poittiers 

station. On the last leg of the journey we made our way to the hotel in Mezieres-en-Brenne passing étangs, [lakes 

- of which there are said to be about 2,300!]. Here we were able to enjoy brief views of Whiskered Terns flying 

noisily overhead and a Montagu’s Harrier over arable crops near Poittiers. Upon arrival at the hotel we were at 

once greeted, not only by Bernard and Frances, the owners, but also singing Black Redstart and jangling Serin. 

Day 2 Sunday 20th May 

We woke to a cloudy day but a singing Common Redstart in one of the village gardens brightened the mood. We 

started at an étang just outside Mézières where we saw Red-crested Pochards as well as an important feature of 

La Brennes avifauna - 30+ Whiskered Terns, one of the species for which the area is recognised an Important 

Bird Area (IBA) . The étangs of the region host over 500 pairs of this stunning marsh tern. We also observed 

Black-necked Grebes in their summer finery, Black Kites swooping overhead and a booming Bittern was heard.  

From here we headed to a small track adjacent to an interesting area of marsh where we had brilliant views of 

another species of marsh tern, the Black Tern. Here we watched four birds at a nest site, then Turtle Doves gave 

brilliant views on the roadside and when a Golden Oriole called nearby, David and I managed to call it in for 

some very brief and fairly obscured views before it completely lost interest in us (at which point David and I 

noted that’s the story of our lives!).  

After a good ornithological fix a botanical fix was required, so from here we drove south to Rosnay where we 

looked for the local rubbish tip – far from being a smelly mass of rubbish it is in fact a delightful field next to 

two large rubbish bins!  
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This field held a truly impressive display of orchids, largely Tongue Orchids (Serapias lingua) but also several fine 

specimens of the Burnt Tip Orchid (Orchis ustulata) and Loose-flowered Orchid (Orchis laxiflora). A Golden Oriole 

gave its fluty calls nearby and we were able to expertly entice it in with some collaborative whistling from David 

and me to give again the briefest of views. Heading back to the cars a local youngster ‘popped a wheelie’ on his 

bike that met with a round of applause from your leaders! All this orchid, oriole and bike stunt action made us 

feel hungry so we needed to head for a charming picnic spot at the Parc du Maison.  

Along our route we enjoyed views of roadside Red-Backed Shrike and Nightingales delighted us with their liquid 

songs. Following our excellent picnic and a quick visit to the visitor centre facilities we visited a hide at the étang 

de la Sous that is often referred to as the ‘new-new hide’, where we were able to enjoy fantastic views of Black-

necked Grebes and busy Whiskered Terns at home on the lily pads. A Great Reed Warbler was crunching its 

song from the adjacent reeds and Purple Herons gave superb views. After all this we retired for some well-

earned relaxation before completing ‘the log’ of the first day of our trip and then enjoying our evening meal.  

Day 3 Monday 21st May 

The day started with a downpour but our spirits were high especially after the previous day’s success. The 

Common Redstart continued to sing from one of the gardens and its close relative the Black Redstart carried on 

doing the same from the rooftops. We took a leisurely breakfast as David and I thought carefully on how we 

would plan the day’s events around the rather inclement weather.  

So, having hatched a plan to account for the elements our first stop was a roadside verge where we found Lizard 

Orchid (Himantoglossum hircinum) and Fly Orchid (Ophrys insectifera), noting one particularly fine specimen, 

compared to the others that were rather past their best. Although these specimens weren’t the only things past 

their best as David produced a rather stiff Beech Marten (Martes foina) for us to observe up-close, which needless 

to say was dead! However, it did provide us with an opportunity to study a species commonly found in La 

Brenne but often shy and secretive and so rather difficult to see. The Beech Marten is superficially similar to the 

Pine Marten but differs from its relative in both its smaller size and habitat preferences; the Pine Marten is a 

forest specialist while the Beech Marten is a more generalist and adaptable species, occurring in a number of 

open and forest habitats throughout La Brenne. Before moving on (leaving the past-their-best specimens where 

they were found!) we heard the ‘spinning coin’ song of a Bonelli’s Warbler and were able to observe this 

phylloscopus warbler at close quarters, noting and discussing its salient identification features as it fed right 

above our heads at close range amongst the oaks.  

The weather increasingly improved and as it did so we headed for a limestone valley, on arrival we disembarked 

the vehicles and immediately we were all impressed by the large oak we had parked under which resembled an 

‘Ent’ from Lord of the Rings! We continued into the valley with the song flight of Tree Pipit evident and the 

scratching song of a Melodious Warbler which gave decent views. It hadn’t taken us long to encounter our first 

orchids but what we had really come here for was Sword-leaved Helleborine (Cephalanthera longifolia). We found 

these on two particular areas but by the far the most impressive was the woodland copse at the far end that was 

carpeted with these delightful flowers. More Tongue Orchids and Pyramidal Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis) 

provided additional interest with stunning Adonis Blue butterflies fluttering around the valley side. A Honey 

Buzzard gave excellent views and an opportunity for Buteo identification revision as it moved up the valley. 
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Heading back to the vehicles a Garden Warbler provided an opportunity to listen to the subtle differences in 

song and eventually provided some scope-filling views! 

The inclement weather again set in on us so we headed to the Parc du Maison once more for our picnic, 

ensuring we stayed dry whilst having some of the delicious -refreshment Tony had provided for us, including for 

free his ‘one ouef’ joke! The rattling song of a Cirl Bunting and the croaking of Pool Frogs offered a wildlife 

musical accompaniment as we enjoyed some well earned grub. A very approachable Black-crowned Night Heron 

provided possibly the best ever views the leaders have had on the adjacent pool while it no doubt eyed up the 

odd pool frog for its own picnic! This provided an opportunity for mobile phone pictures and Barbara’s own 

opportunity for some ‘phone-scoping’ tuition. However, we were abruptly distracted from our Night Heron 

utopia as David found a Common Tree Frog which we enjoyed observing before the onset of more rain, which 

at least the Pool Frogs seemed to enjoy. 

I found a Hoopoe nest in a wall of the Parc buildings so we approached this in the minibus to minimise any 

disturbance to the adult birds and enjoyed views of the adult returning to feed its young. To shelter from the rain 

we headed to the shelter of the ‘new-new’ hide at the étang de la Sous. On opening the hide windows the 

crunching and distinctive song of the Great Reed Warbler was heard, before the singing bird put in an 

appearance at the top of a reed stem, whilst Red- Crested Pochards, Black-necked Grebes, Purple Herons and 

the ubiquitous Whiskered Terns provided great opportunities to observe some specialties of the Brenne up-

close. We decided to finish a little earlier for those who wished to, while some members of the group visited a 

nearby canopy hide and observed the European Pond Tortoise, Black-crowned Night Heron and a Great White 

Egret. 

Day 4 Tuesday 22nd May 

We woke to the sound of the song of Black Redstart with its ‘electric river’ like song and Serin ‘tinkling’ from the 

rooftop aerials. The weather was somewhat improved from the previous day, cloudy but moderately warm. We 

headed out to the East of Mezieres to the Foret de Lanscombe. Stopping off on a roadside verge on the D21 we 

found some fine Monkey Orchids (Orchis simia) but whilst photos were taken none of the group dared check the 

reference to its pungent fairly repulsive fragrance apart from Barbara! Bonelli’s Warblers sang around us from 

the roadside trees and Banded Demoiselle’s were to be found in the ditches. Short-toed Treecreepers sang in 

several spots along this road and we were able to see at least two fairly well, while a Melodious Warbler sang 

from a patch of forest edge scrub. Whilst botanising and enjoying several species of Orchid a Short-toed Eagle 

passed overhead and provided a rush of excitement as we watched it until it drifted out of view. A Red Squirrel 

hung precariously over the D21 / D11 crossing, providing stunning views and a Woodlark was heard giving its 

distinctive ‘too-loo-lee’ song. 

From here we headed further to the east to a Chapel in the Woods, the Chapel of St. Sulpice, a delightful area 

with a small spring and a botanically diverse meadow with clovers and buttercups providing a beautiful floristic 

display. We took our picnic here and relaxed by the spring as Broad-bodied Chaser, Beautiful Demoiselle and 

Large Red Damselfly flitted around us. A Booted Eagle went over giving the briefest views, a fairly unusual but 

certainly not unheard of occurrence here as the bulk of the breeding population tend to be further to the south. 
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After packing up our picnic we headed to a nearby forest track. Immediately we found several Birds Nest 

Orchids (Neottia nidus-avis) a non-photosynthetic orchid found in shady woodland, it is saprophytic, meaning it 

obtains its nutrients from dead vegetation. In fact the plant lives in symbiosis with a fungus called mycorrhiza that 

can digest the vegetation and that passes some of the nutrients to the orchid, in return the orchid manufactures 

certain complex chemicals for its partner.  

After the obligatory photos were obtained we headed further along the forest track stopping at a small clearing 

and track within the forest. Disembarking we found a Great Spotted Woodpecker nest, Crested Tits and 

Firecrest. Further on still we found some examples of Man Orchid (Orchis anthropophora) whose flowers resemble 

a human figure. After taking in the suspended torso and limbs of the Man Orchid specimens we headed along a 

small forest track. Here we encountered the Kerry Lily (Simethis planifolia), noting that whilst found in France in 

the British Isles it is now confined to County Kerry and County Cork in Ireland.  

Heading back west we stopped at an étang south of the D21 that a White-tailed Eagle had been frequenting. 

Ambling down the track we had great views of Turtle Doves. We had very little luck catching up with the ‘flying 

barn-door’ (the White-tailed Eagle!) although it was observed very briefly and distantly flying into pines on the 

opposite bank, but out of view so not providing anybody apart from one person (me!) with any views at all. 

However this was a lovely place to stop in the dappled shade of the trees as the weather had cleared and bright 

warm sun had us eager for the shade. We did however manage to see six Black-winged Stilts come into land and 

84 Whiskered Terns provided a rather romantic scene in the early evening light before we retired back to our 

hotel to regale the day’s findings at the log and for our evening meal. 

Day 5 Wednesday 23rd May 

Following breakfast and paying our respects to the swarming masses of hirundines and swifts accompanied by 

singing Black Redstarts and Serin from outside the hotel we headed for the Chalk Quarry at Merigny. Here we 

able to find Violet Birdsnest Orchid (Limodorum abortivum), Fly Orchid (Ophrys insectifera), Monkey Orchid, Early 

Spider Orchid (Ophrys sphegodes) Burnt Tip Orchid and Greater Butterfly Orchid (Platanthera clorantha). This site 

provided an orchid fest and it was hard to know where one should be marvelling at and in which order!  

A stunning male Common Redstart put in an appearance on a Dutch barn roof and a Short-tailed Blue butterfly 

was found amongst the scrub. Tree Pipit gave its song flight in the meadow along with the purring of Turtle 

Doves and the tropical fluty notes ‘we-la-weoo’ of a Golden Oriole, whilst a Honey Buzzard passed overhead 

giving superb views. As we were leaving Suki found a nest in the quarry face with a fluffy chick gawping up at us 

– the adult birds were not evident but it was most likely a young Common Kestrel.  

All this action made us thirsty so we stopped at nearby Le Blanc for refreshments and some photos of the 

impressive river and bridges. Here a Grey Wagtail was seen on the river and David and I enjoyed the closest 

possible views of Short-toed Treecreeper on the car park trees. Roland soon joined us and together we found 

two Short-toed Treecreepers, enabling us to observe the salient identification features of differing wing pattern 

with even ‘steps’ and white tips to the primaries as they fluttered overhead and clambered up the trees less than 

1m away. Once we had taken our fill of Short-toed Treecreepers (and caffeine and/or ice cream - much needed 

due to the increasing heat of the day!), we headed east from Le Blanc to rendezvous with Tony in Ciron, then 

from there we moved on to a spot opposite Château de Romefort by the River Creuse to have our picnic.  
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This picnic location provides some of the best views of the Château next to the beautiful river and was a rather 

idyllic setting to enjoy our lunch. Following our lunch we headed along the river valley into a side road 

overlooking some grazed pasture next to the river. Here we saw over 30 European Bee-eaters that were catching 

dragonflies before taking them into their nest chambers in the sand bank and out of view to feed their hungry 

chicks. We spent some time enjoying both their amazing aerial acrobatics as they hawked insects and their 

diverse vocalisations; a mixture of short and long calls. 

Lazing in the shade watching European Bee-eaters is rather nice but there was more to see so we moved on to a 

field known as the Orchid Field, south of Rosnay. Now, a field that has a name like that has a lot to live up to 

and let’s face it, it certainly didn’t disappoint! We found Tongue Orchid, Loose Flowered Orchid, Greater 

Butterfly Orchid and Spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsia). The profusion of Tongue Orchids here dominates the 

herb rich sward and you have to be very careful not to walk on them as they are in such abundance. Corn 

Bunting and Turtle Dove sat next to each other on a telegraph wire and male and female Red Backed Shrikes 

frequented the scrub, stunning, but we lamented at what a sad reminder of the farmland bird plethora we have 

lost in the UK. A familiar soundtrack of the week filled the air as Nightingales, Turtle Doves, Corn Buntings, 

Cirl Bunting and Melodious Warblers song poured out over this stunning landscape. With all of the cacophony 

of song a Honey Buzzard swooped over our heads, blimey what a view! Full frontal, profile and underwing – it 

was as if it was displaying for us!  

We escaped the beating sun by heading to the 'old-new hide' at the Reserve Naturelle de Cherine. Here we added 

a fine summer plumaged Grey Plover to our lists along with six Greenshank, White Wagtails and the already 

added Whiskered Terns and Purple Herons before heading back to the hotel for much needed relaxation and 

sustenance. 

After dinner we visited a woodland site that has held Nightjar in the past, aiming to tape-lure with Tony’s tape, 

which if rewound a little to far would sternly emit the word ‘NIGHTJAR!!!’ much too all our amusement and 

Tony’s moderate embarrassment! Certainly Joy, David, and I took full opportunity to make fun of this special 

LPO feature! However credit is due as this unorthodox method did work and there were up to three churring 

males heard with one being seen. 

Day 6 Thursday 24th May 

We had placed a moth trap at Cherine reserve the previous evening and this morning we went to empty the trap 

and see what we had caught. Melodious Warblers were in full song around the car park and Golden Orioles were 

also seen along with Night Herons that flew over. In the trap we were treated to a wide range of different moth 

species, many of these were placed on people’s hands for photos before being released into the scrub. The 

species on offer from the trap included Eyed, Poplar, Elephant and Privet Hawkmoths, as well as Buff-tip, 

Peppered Moth and Gold Spot, which enthralled everyone but the star moth for me has to go the Guernsey 

Underwing; a species we don’t get in the UK apart from Guernsey (having been rediscovered there in 1986 after 

a presumed extinction from the island). This moth is mottled green and black above with pale orange hind wings 

bordered with dark brown – a new theme colour for my bathroom perhaps? The tiny Chinese Character was also 

found in the light trap, an unusual-looking moth which combines its wing-pattern and resting posture to give the 

appearance of a bird-dropping, thus avoiding the attention of hungry birds – amazing!  



France - La Brenne  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     August 12 
 

The heat of the day was building so as we finished the moth trap and marvelling at the goodies contained within 

we headed back to the vehicles observing territorial Melodious Warbler before embarking on a short drive to an 

area of intensive arable land at Haute-Couture. Here we found Stone-curlew and a corking male Montagu’s 

Harrier along with several (Blue-headed) Yellow Wagtails (Motacilla flava flava) amongst the oil seed rape, 

sunflowers and wheat.  

Lunch was soon required so we headed to the relative shade of the park at Saint-Michel-en-Brenne where we 

took our picnic lunch. A Hoopoe wandered across the football pitch and as if making use of the ‘facilities’ a 

Black Redstart alighted on the toilet roof and a stunning example of Bee Orchid was found on the ditch bank. A 

Firecrest provided fantastic views in the pines above our picnic bench but just as I was devouring my Twix with 

gusto an adult male Black Woodpecker flew across the football pitch and landed in a nearby tree – I almost 

keeled over…unbelievable scenes !! As it called and gave scope (and binocular) filling views a sharp intake of 

breath was needed (careful not to inhale the remaining debris of Twix!) as we stared into this crow-sized 

woodpeckers pale eye we all gasped at the scenes that unfolded before our very eyes...Wow! Then a Golden 

Oriole also called nearby ....all a bit too much really!  

From here we headed off to the hide overlooking the étang Essarts on the Réserve Naturelle de Chérine and 

here where we again enjoyed Whiskered Terns and Black-necked Grebes in full summer plumage regalia and a 

single Black Tern before retiring back to the hotel for drinks, relaxation, log and the evening meal. 

Day 7 Friday 25th May 

Our first destination was just south of Tournon St Martin to observe a European Bee-eater colony in a front 

garden and we were able to get very close views of this species on telegraph wires near to the roadside, including 

some digi-scoped images. As we were departing David’s keen sight picked out some googling eyes staring back at 

him – belonging to two Stone-curlews; nice one Dave!  

 

Carrying on we soon arrived at a special roadside ditch bank near La Ronde where we found the Brenne 

Orchid’s (Dactylorhiza brennensis) and had a good example of this species, a rare endemic, split from Robust Marsh 

Orchid in 1988. There were other examples but many of these weren’t quite as good and a Dactylorhiza species 

that was most likely to be Common Spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii). Again the purring of Turtle Doves and 

the liquid song of Nightingales were all around whilst Honey Buzzards drifted overhead. 

 

It was getting pretty hot so we decided to retreat to some shade in the Foret De Lancombe and a small hidden 

woodland at Malakoff where we encountered more Birds-nests Orchids. The relative coolness of the woodland 

was pleasant in the increasing heat but bellies rumbled so we left for the Chapel of St. Sulpice by popular request 

for our last of the week’s fantastic picnics and to meet with Tony. 

 

Once bellies were filled Tony escorted us to a private estate with no public access (apart from a nice group of 

Naturetrekkers!) where we watched Whiskered Terns busily and at close quarters at a breeding site. Borrowing 

Tony’s butterfly net I was able to catch not one but two Downy Emerald dragonflies (oh yes!) - a metallic green 

dragonfly with a copper sheen and noticeable bright apple green eyes with a downy thorax – an all round 

stunning creature. We paid it some homage with a good round of photographs as it was held very carefully 

before release by Joan. 
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A brief drive and we arrived at the last of our stops for the week - a Purple Heron colony which offered up a 

new bird species for us; Squacco Heron giving some great close views. The busy commotion of Purple and Grey 

Herons with Little Egrets in the colony emitting their strange croaking and quacking calls provided the final 

soundtrack of the week’s nature extravaganza. 

 

We retired to our hotel to prepare for the log and have our evening meal. Joy had already described to the group 

earlier in the week how this trip was a ‘study tour’ obviously without question, but every good study tour requires 

an exam with a minimum requirement of a pass to obtain a lift back to Poittiers in this case. Ably aided by my 

glamorous assistant (David Morris!) exam questions were posed and whilst under examination conditions certain 

students had to be reminded of no conferring (Suki and Hazel!) I am pleased to announce that all students 

passed their exam and were permitted an evening meal along with a ride back to Poittiers (although I still suspect 

some cheating!). John successfully achieved the highest mark in the class of 12.5 out of a possible 15, even 

getting the Shaka Ponk question absolutely correct (the answer being ‘My name is stain’). Who knew that John 

was such a fan of this French electric-rock band?  

Day 8 Saturday 26th May 

Loading up the vehicles to head to the train station at Poitiers we took the traditional group photo and set off 

with hearing the song of Black Redstart and Serin for the final time before boarding our train home at Poittiers 

station. 

 

Both David and I would like to sincerely thank the group for a brilliant trip, for sharing enjoyment of the 

beautiful wildlife of the Brenne and for being such good humoured and thoroughly nice people. We both hope 

to see you again soon! 

 Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Plants 

Orchids -  Orchidaceae: 

Sword-leaved Helleborine,  Cephalanthera longifolia Broad-leaved Helleborine,  Epipactis helleborine 

Violet Limodore,  Limodorum abortivum Bird's Nest Orchid,  Neottia nidus-avis 

Twayblade,  Listera ovata Greater Butterfly Orchid,  Platanthera chlorantha 

Brenne Orchid,  Dactylorhiza brenneae Common Spotted Orchid,  Dactylorhiza fuchsii 

Tongue Orchid,  Serapias lingua Man Orchid,  Aceras anthropophorum 

Green-winged Orchid,  Anacamptis morio Loose-flowered Orchid,  Orchis laxiflora 

Lady Orchid,  Orchis purpurea Monkey Orchid,  Orchis Simia 

Burnt-tip Orchid,  Orchis ustulata Pyramidal Orchid,  Anacamptis pyramidalis 

Fly Orchid,  Ophrys insectifera Lizard Orchid,  Himantoglossum hircinum 

Early Spider Orchid,  Ophrys sphegodes  

Other plants of interest 

Kerry lily,  Simethis mattiazzii Ivy Broomrape,  Orobanche hederae 

Water Violet,  Hottonia palustris Tassel Hyacinth,  Muscari comosum 

Flag Iris,  Iris pseudacorus Yellow Rattle,  Rhinanthus minor 

Melancholy Thistle ,  Cirsium helenioides Ragged Robin,  Lychnis flos-cuculi 

Angular Solomon’s Seal,  Polygonatum odoratum Stinking Hellebore,  Helleborus foetidus 

Winged Green-weed,  Chamaespartium sagitalle Roundhead Rampion,  Phyteuma orbiculare 

Field Scabious,  Knautia arvensis Water Crowfoot,  Ranunculus fluitans 

Adders Tongue,  Ophioglossum spp Star-of-Bethlehem,  Ornithogalum umbellatum 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted,   H = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 5 10+ 30+ 40+ 10+ 53 30+   

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   3+ 5+       2   

4 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis   4+ 2 2 2 21 7   

3 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   10+ 70+ 20+   10+     

5 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus                 

6 Great Bittern Botaurus stellaris   1H             

7 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax   3+ 1 4+   1 2   

8 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides             1   

9 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   6+ 10+ 4         

10 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   1 2+   1 4 5+   

11 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   10+ 20 15+ 30+ 20+ 20+   

12 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea   6+ 4 10+ 2 9 17   

13 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   30+ 10+ 20+ 10+ 2     

14 Greylag Goose Anser anser             9   

15 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   10+ 20+ 50+ 20+ 25+ 10+   

16 Gadwall Anas strepera   4+ 2 2 2 10+ 2   

17 Shoveler Anas clypeata   2 2 4   4 5   

18 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina   4 2 2         

19 Common Pochard Aythya ferina   20+ 40+ 40+ 5 50+ 20+   

20 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula   10 20+ 15+ 10+ 30+ 10+   

21 Black Kite Milvus migrans   10 20+ 15+ 10+ 30+ 10+   

22 Red Kite Milvus milvus   7 4 15+ 4 9 5   
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

23 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 2         1     

24 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus           1     

25 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   1   2   1 2   

26 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus   5+ 1 4 3 3 4   

27 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo   3 2 10+ 10+ 15+ 15+   

28 White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla       1 LO         

29 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus       1         

30 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus       3   1     

31 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   5+ 2 3 2+ 5+ 10+   

32 Hobby Falco subbuteo   1   1         

33 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus   5+ 1+ 5+ 2 4 10   

34 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus           4     

35 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   3+       3 2   

36 Coot Fulica atra   10+ 20+ 30+ 5+ 50+ 152   

37 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus           1 2+   

38 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus       6         

39 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola         1       

40 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus   2+     15+ 15     

41 Curlew Numenius arquata         5 4     

42 Common Redshank Tringa totanus   1     5+       

43 Greenshank Tringa nebularia         6       

44 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis       1         

45 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 10+ 20+ 40+ 50+ 100+ 150+ 100+   

46 Common Tern Sterna hirundo   1             

47 Black Tern Chlidonias niger   4       1     

48 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 20+ 58 17 84 15+ 100+ 105   

49 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 20 20+ 30+ 50+ 30+ 50+ 20   

50 Stock Dove Columba oenas           2 1   

51 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia                 

52 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 15 30+ 10+ 20+ 40+ 50+ 20   

53 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur   10+ 3 10 10+ 7 5 2 

54 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   15+ 3 7 4 15+ 10   

55 Barn Owl Tyto alba   1             

56 Tawny Owl Strix aluco   1             

57 Common Swift Apus apus 100+ 100+ 200+ 250+ 120+ 150+ 200+   

58 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster         30+   8+   

59 Hoopoe Upupa epops   4+   2   5 2   

60 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius           2     

61 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis   2 2 2 3 4 2   

62 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major       6   1 1   

63 Middle-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius   1   1         

64 Skylark Alauda arvensis   5+ 10+ 5+ 2 20+ 20+   

65 Woodlark Lullula arborea       1         

66 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 10+ 80+ 150+ 100+ 150+ 200+ 200+   

67 House Martin Delichon urbica 100+ 150+ 200+ 200+ 250+ 200+ 200+ 100+ 

68 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   3+ 4 10+ 7 3 4   

69 White Wagtail Motacilla alba (alba)   4 1 6 8 15+ 20+   

70 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea   1     3       

71 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava (flava)           4     

72 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   1 2 1 1 3 5 1 

73 Dunnock Prunella modularis   2 1 2 3 2 1   
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

74 Robin Erithacus rubecula 1 1     2 4     

75 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 10+ 20+ 8 15+ 20+ 40+ 20+   

76 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus   2 2   2   1+   

77 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 2 6+ 4 3 3 8 10+ 1 

78 Stonechat Saxicola torquata   10+ 10+ 20+ 30+ 40+ 20+   

79 Blackbird Turdus merula 5 20+ 5+ 10+ 10+ 20+ 10+   

80 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos     2 2 3 1 2   

81 Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia   4             

82 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti   1 3 1 1 1 2   

83 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus   1 2           

84 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   6 4           

85 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus   10+ 3 5+ 1   2   

86 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta   3 3 10+ 4+ 20+ 4   

87 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin                 

88 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca             1   

89 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis   3 2 4 10+ 15+ 20+   

90 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   30+ 20+ 20+ 40+ 50+ 50+   

91 Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli   3 3+ 10+     4   

92 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   1 1           

93 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   30+ 10+ 15+ 20+ 20+ 20   

94 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris             1   

95 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus       4+         

96 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus     3 5 10+ 10+ 10+ 2 

97 Great Tit Parus major   10+ 15+ 10+ 20+ 20+ 20   

98 Coal Tit Periparus ater             2   

99 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     5 5 10+ 15+ 6   

100 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla   15+ 1 10+ 10 10 4   

101 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio   3 3 15+ 3 8 6   

102 Starling Sturnus vulgaris   30+ 20 10 30+ 50+ 50+   

103 Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus   4 3 5+ 3 4 3   

104 Jay Garrulus glandarius 1 6 4+ 4 5 10+ 10+   

105 Black-billed Magpie Pica pica   6 10+ 10+ 5 5 5   

106 Jackdaw Corvus monedula   10+ 20+ 30+ 40 50+ 20+   

107 Carrion Crow Corvus corone    6 4 10+ 3 20+ 20+   

108 Rook Corvus frugilegus         20 10 10   

109 Common Raven Corvus corax   2 2   2   1+   

110 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus             1+   

111 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 20 40+ 50+ 40+ 100+   50+   

112 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   20 30+ 20+ 50+ 80+ 20+ 5+ 

113 Serin Serinus serinus 1 1 2 2 3 6 10+ 1 

114 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula         5+       

115 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris   10+ 5+ 10+ 20+ 30+ 20+   

116 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   10+ 5+ 10+ 20+ 30+ 20+   

117 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella   6+ 2 2         

118 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   2 2 3 2 1 1   

119 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus           1     

120 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 4     20+     10+   
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Butterflies 

Swallowtail,  Papilio machaon Scarce Swallowtail,  Iphiclides podalirius 

Green-veined White,  Pieris napi Black-veined White,  Aporia crataegi 

Orange Tip,  Anthocharis cardamines Berger's Clouded Yellow,  Colias sareptensis 

Brimstone,  Gonepteryx rhamni Wood White,  Leptidea sinapis 

Southern White Admiral,  Limenitis reducta Red Admiral,  Vanessa atalanta 

Comma,  Polygonia album Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary,  Clossiana selene 

Glanville Fritillary,  Melitaea cinxia Knapweed Fritillary,  Melitaes phoebe 

Duke of Burgundy,  Hamearis lucina Meadow Brown,  Maniola jurtina 

Small Heath,  Coenonympha pamphilus Pearly Heath,  Coenonympha arcania 

Speckled Wood,  Pararge aegeria Wall Brown,  Lasiommata mergera 

Green Hairstreak,  Callophrys rubi Small Copper,  Lycaena phlaeas 

Brown Argus,  Aricia agestis Adonis Blue,  Lysandra bellargus 

Common Blue,  Polyommatus icarus Short-tailed Blue,  Everes argiades 

Grizzled Skipper,  Pyrgus malvae Dingy Skipper,  Erynnis tages 

Moths 

Common Forester,  Adscita statices Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth,  Hemaris fuciformis 

Hummingbird Hawk-moth,  Macroglossum stellatarum Patton’s Tiger,  Hyphoraia testudinaria 

Cream Spot Tiger,  Arctia villica Common Wave,  Cabera exanthemata 

Common Heath,  Ematurga atomaria Latticed Heath,  Semiothisa clathrata 

Speckled Yellow,  Pseudopanthera macularia Burnet Companion Moth,  Euclidea glyphica 

Cinnabar,  Tyria jacobaeae Elephant Hawk-moth,  Deilephila elpenor 

Poplar Hawk-moth,  Laothoe populi Eyed Hawk-moth,  Smerinthus ocellata 

Privet Hawk-moth,  Sphinx ligustri Gold Spot,  Plusia festucae 

Swallow Prominent,  Pheosia gnoma Pebble Prominent,  Notodonta ziczac 

Peppered Moth,  Biston betularia Buff-tip,  Phalera bucephala 

Buff Ermine,  Spilosoma luteum Cosmopolitan,  Mythimna loreyi 

Dark Arches,  Apamea monoglypha Grey Arches,  Polia nebulosa 

Treble Lines,  Charanyca trigrammica Common Rustic,  Mesapamea secalis 

Heart & Dart,  Agrotis exclamationis Clouded Drab,  Orthosia incerta 

Clouded Border,  Lomaspilis marginata Pale Tussock,  Calliteara pudibunda 

Nut-tree Tussock,  Colocasia coryli Marbled Minor,  Oligia strigilis 

Square Spot,  Paradarisa consonaria Silver Y,  Autographa gamma 

Chinese Character,  Cilix glaucata  

Mammals 

Rabbit,  Oryctolagus cuniculus Red Squirrel,  Sciurus vulgaris 

Coypu,  Myocastor coypus Beech Marten,  Martes foina 

Roe Deer,  Capreolus capreolus Red Deer,  Cervus elaphus 

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Common Tree Frog,  Hyla arborea Common Frog,  Rana temporaria 

Pool Frog,  Rana lessonae European Pond Terrapin,  Emys orbicularis 

Western Green Lizard,  Lacerta viridis Common Wall Lizard,  Podarcis muralis 
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Dragonflies 

Banded Demoiselle,  Calopteryx splendens Beautiful Demoiselle,  Calopteryx virgo 

Blue-tailed Damselfly,  Ischnura elegans Common Blue Damselfly,  Enallagma cyathigerum 

Azure Damselfly,  Coenagrion puella Southern Emerald Damselfly,  Lestes barbarus 

Large Red Damselfly,  Pyrrhosoma nymphula Emperor Dragonfly,  Anex imperator 

Migrant Hawker,  Aeshna mixta Southern Hawker,  Aeshna cyanea 

Norfolk Hawker,  Aeshna isosceles Downy Emerald,  Cordulia aenea 

Broad-bodied Chaser,  Libellula depressa Four-spotted Chaser,  Libellula quadrimaculata 

Black-tailed Skimmer,  Orthetrum cancellatum Scarlet Darter,  Crocothemis erythraea 

 


