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Tour Participants:   Simon Tonkin  leader & ornithologist 

Jason Mitchell  leader & naturalist 

Together with a group of Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Thursday 14th May 

The group met with Simon as we boarded the Eurostar train at London St Pancras and after introductions we sat 

back for a leisurely journey to Lille. We disembarking at Lille and walked around the corner to the other train 

station for our connection to Poitiers. In no time we had arrived at our destination where we met local 

conservationist Tony Williams who works for the RSPB’s Birdlife partner the LPO (Ligue pour la Protection des 

Oiseaux). Tony, along with Jason, had our minibuses ready to depart.  

 

Just over an hour’s drive lay before us and almost immediately we encountered a Honey Buzzard flying over the 

road, and a small roadside pool held a Garganey. As we travelled onward through very scenic villages including 

Angles-sur-l'Anglin, classified as the most beautiful village in France, and enjoying the narrow French streets, we 

could hear both Serin and Black Redstart singing. Before arriving we obtained our first glimpses of Whiskered 

Tern over roadside etangs (lakes).  

 

At our hotel we were given a warm welcome by Frances and Bernard, the hotel owners, before we settled in for 

the evening. 

Day 2 Friday 15th May 

We awoke to a sunny but showery day and after breakfast headed to one of the many etangs, De La Sous. Here 

we were able to see several species at close range: Black-necked Grebe, Whiskered Tern and Purple Heron, 

whilst the song of Great Reed Warbler filled the air. Even the car park yielded finds for us with Golden Oriole 

calling frustratingly close by and a Melodious Warbler in full song, viewable along with Common Whitethroat. 

The highlights here, as we would find elsewhere throughout the trip, were not isolated to ornithological delights. 

We saw rather obliging Southern White Admiral and Clouded Yellow butterflies, whilst Azure and White-legged 

Damselflies and Downy Emerald and Hairy Dragonflies put in appearances. A very nice Black Hairstreak 

butterfly gave astonishing close ‘scope views! Along the roadside both Greater Butterfly Orchid and Lizard 

Orchid were found, the latter rather past its best.  

 

After a short drive along the road we stopped at Etang Essarts car park. We listened for all of 30 seconds and 

there it was - the distinctive ‘kee-kee’ call of Wryneck. It was located in the top of a dead roadside tree and we 

were able to get the most astonishing views! Tony then turned up and his local group of French walkers were 

also able to enjoy the views, yet probably not appreciating them as we did: what a start to our trip! 

 

Driving on we immediately encountered our next find - first one then two Hobby which showed right in front of 

us and we able to obtain excellent views as these beautiful birds sped past us. 

 

We then headed to our picnic spot at the Maison du Parc, next to a small etang where we could hear the mix of 

both Edible and Pool Frogs. The level of hybridisation between the two means we were forced to ‘lump’ them 

together as Marsh Frogs. A Cirl Bunting sang in the tree nearby and whilst the picnic was prepared the group 
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searched the water for the array of Dragonflies and Damselflies. We enjoyed our picnic and made full use of the 

facilities at the visitor centre before embarking on yet more adventures. 

 

We drove south to the village of Rosnay and the fairground, but rather than having rollercoaster rides and 

dodgems, this area is a village green full of wild flowers. Here we found new orchids for our tally including Lax-

flowered and Green-winged Orchids along with some spectacular Burnt-tip Orchids. Inverting our binoculars 

enabled closer inspection of the fine details contained within each tiny floret. Butterflies were evident too 

including Glanville Fritillary and Sooty Copper to name a few. A Short-toed Eagle also gave good views whilst 

yet another Golden Oriole called close by and a Tree Pipit descended in song flight. A Common Tree Frog was 

found and the obligatory ‘on the leaders head’ photographs were taken. On the Lepidoptera front the highlight 

was a Large Copper giving a fleeting glimpse next to one of the pools. 

 

A short drive to the north of Rosnay and we disembarked for the last of our stops for the day at Rosnay 

Common, a hillside with the most spectacular display of orchids and wild flowers. Everywhere we walked we 

were able to see Tongue Orchids and the air was filled with the song of Corn Bunting, Tree Pipit and Melodious 

Warbler, the latter giving ‘scope filling views. Jason found a Marsh Fritillary and took us through the salient 

identification features, whilst a pair of Red-backed Shrikes provided flitting glimpses near their nest site and a 

Short-toed Eagle hovered over a nearby field, perhaps searching for lizard or snake prey. Alison was also able to 

teach us some yoga positions to ease back pain. At this impromptu yoga class, in one position Jason invented the 

‘cistude’ on account of looking so much like a European Pond Tortoise! 

 

Our retinas were full of images of the spectacular nature that surrounded us, and yet we had to eat and sleep so 

we headed back to our hotel to do just that! 

Day 3 Saturday 16th May 

We set out from our hotel hoping to repeat the level of excitement of the day before. Stopping at the roadside by 

Etang Ricot we heard the song of Savi’s Warbler and located two close individuals which gave very fleeting 

glimpses. Overhead we saw several Black-crowned Night Herons, Black Kite and Marsh Harrier, whilst Western 

Bonelli’s Warbler sang in the trees next to us. 

 

We then drove to the car park next to the etang hide. As we entered the hide we saw a fine drake Red-crested 

Pochard, a Chiffchaff hawking for insects inches from the hide, and a basking European Pond Terrapin basking 

on a dead branch in the water enabling photographs to be obtained. 

 

We moved on to an area of the Lancosme forest, stopping at a roadside verge where we found Monkey Orchids 

in fine display along with yet more Greater Butterfly and Lax-flowered Orchids. Western Bonelli’s Warbler 

showed briefly and a Melodious Warbler sang on top of the scrub.  

 

Next we drove slowly down the road encountering Turtle Dove and Red-backed Shrike before our lunch stop at 

the Chapel of Saint Sulspice. The chapel in the middle of the forest gave way to a meadow bursting with the 

colour of flowering plants and an open spring which was a haven for dragonflies. Also a Firecrest put in an 

appearance. 
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Moving on from yet another amazing picnic, we went along a forest track, searching under the trees for Bird’s-

nest Orchid: it wasn't long before we found several fine specimens. This is one of the most interesting orchids 

and quite subtly beautiful. Bird’s-nest Orchid depends on mushrooms, at least in the early stages of their lives, as 

they nourish the sprouting seeds. Being almost non-chlorophyllous and unable to produce its own energy, it 

needs the mushroom to take care of its nutritional demands throughout its whole life cycle. Its roots are 

connected to the mushroom’s filament network, which breaks down forest litter and other dead vegetable matter 

into nutrition.  

 

Further on from here we found a delightful Chequered Skipper butterfly which posed for photographs, and 

Crested Tit, Firecrest and Western Bonelli’s Warbler sang. We also found a couple Twayblade in this area as well, 

one which looked as though it had been run over but another was a finer specimen, fortunately. 

 

As we drove down the road Jason abruptly stopped. He had found a Eurasian Baskettail, a rare find in Brenne, 

and Jason could barely contain his excitement! As we admired it and took the obligatory photographs an Osprey 

soared and fished at the adjacent etang giving spectacular views whilst a male Red-backed Shrike showed atop a 

bramble clump just in front of us - it was a hard decision to know what to look at first! 

 

As the excitement level dropped from fever-pitch we arrived at Etang Vineaux which had been recently drained 

and provided distant views of Ringed Plover, Lapwing and Bar-tailed Godwit feeding in the exposed mud. 

 

From here we headed back to Mezieres for a celebratory drink before recounting our delights at the evening log 

and over dinner. 

Day 4 Sunday 17th May 

We awoke to a glorious morning and headed out once again to explore this dynamic area. Our first stop was at 

Etang Masse where we saw a Nightingale in full view and song! It was glorious to see it at close range, even 

through the telescopes. We also saw a Turtle Dove which proceeded to do pretty much the same as the 

Nightingale and gave fabulous views whilst giving its distinctive purring. It is upsetting that this species is one of 

the fastest declining birds in the UK caused by changes in agriculture coupled with hunting pressures on 

migration routes. We enjoyed a rather special moment with this bird. The lane was also full of butterflies and 

damselflies and we continued to analyse them for our burgeoning lists.  

 

Onwards to Etang Foulcault where we watched Coypu just outside the hide and a Purple Heron flew over. We 

spotted a Black Kite sat on a nest and everyone was able to get telescope views. We also found a Common 

Sandpiper close to the viewing screen and a Black-winged Stilt.  

 

As lunchtime approached we headed for our picnic spot below the Chateau de Romefort next to the La Creuse 

River. This was a delightful spot where both White and Grey Wagtails could be seen, Banded Demoiselles flitted 

across the surface of the water and a Kingfisher sped by. 

 

After another delightful picnic at yet another delightful spot, we drove to the east and across the river to view the 

river bank across a pastoral field. Here we found 30+ European Bee-eaters ‘quipping’ and tumbling in the sky 

after insects. As it had become somewhat warm and seeing lots of European Bee-eaters means you have to 
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celebrate somehow, we had an ice cream at La Gabriere whilst taking our fill of life on the Etang including 

plenty of Red-crested Pochards and Mute Swans for Bryan to count! 

 

We then drove north to the village of Saint Michelle-en-Brenne and its football pitch. We found Bee Orchid on 

the bank of the river and both Firecrest and Short-toed Treecreeper put on performances. A young boy was 

using his cap and attempting to rescue a large bat that had become entangled under the bridge. With some deft 

skills with a cap, the bat was safely ‘hatted’. There did seem to be some superficial damage to the wing where it 

had struggled to free itself so we helped by placing this magnificent brown Long-eared Bat out of harm’s way 

and left it to recover. 

 

It was decided we also needed to recover from another jam-packed day so we headed back for our evening meal 

and rest. 

Day 5 Monday 18th May 

Today we went to Cherine Reserve to meet Tony. We spotted Melodious Warbler before entering a normally 

closed hide where we saw Black-necked Grebe and Whiskered Tern. Although these were species we had already 

seen, we were afforded much better views together with commoner species of wildfowl. A Purple Heron gave 

great views as it fished in the shallows, and heading back we found Marsh Tit and Lilypad Whiteface Dragonfly. 

From here we headed to the limestone valley of La Boudinere. The valley was not only full of Adonis Blue 

butterflies but also the most fantastic display of Pyramidal Orchids, and in the shadows of the trees we also 

found Sword-leaved Helleborine. Again we heard Golden Oriole and Tree Pipit in song flight. This area was 

good for butterflies with Scarce Swallowtail, Swallowtail and Sooty Copper among the highlights. 

 

From here we went to our lunch stop just above the town of Le Blanc. Following our picnic we went in to the 

town for a coffee before moving on, but not before getting great views of Serin on top of a TV aerial, giving its 

tinkering song. 

 

After a short drive through arable land we arrived at our next destination, the limestone quarry at La Bruiel. It 

was botanical heaven with Greater Butterfly and Burnt Orchids covering the edges of the pathway, whilst yet 

more Sword-leaved Helleborine were to be found amid the trees. In addition to the orchids we had already seen 

we were able to add Violet Limadore to our list. Further along the track we watched a Western Bonelli’s Warbler 

in song and a Tree Pipit in song flight. Looking downwards, we also found Early Spider and Fly Orchids along 

with Provencal Short-tailed Blue butterfly. 

 

For our route back we took a slight detour past the only rocky outcrop in the area and almost immediately heard 

Peregrine Falcon calling and shortly after we had overhead views of this rare and impressive breeding raptor of 

the area.  

 

Following our evening meal we had still more to see. We went to an area of private woodland where we tried to 

listen for European Nightjar. In no time we could hear the distinctive churring and saw a male sat in a conifers 

giving us ‘scope views which was rather nice of him! 
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Day 6 Tuesday 19th May 

To start the day we returned to Cherine Reserve to inspect the contents of a moth trap put out the evening 

before. Highlights are always species such as Elephant Hawk-moth, but others included Lobster Moth, Reed 

Leopard, Buff-tip (Peggy disbelieving this was actually a moth at first!) and Orache Moth. We spent quite a long 

time sorting through the various species and taking photos of this hugely variable and beautiful group of insects. 

 

Next we returned to the forest of Lancosme. On the way Simon came to an abrupt holt as a Spotted Flycatcher 

was seen feeding on the road, or at least attempting to grapple with a Mole Cricket! The Spotted Flycatcher was 

intent on its struggle which was probably good as it may have been hit by any of the passing cars as it busily tried 

to tackle this king size meal. We got to watch and of course the nature paparazzi were in full action as this 

amazing creature dug for victory or survival to avoid the attentions of the Spotted Flycatcher. 

 

In Lancosme Forest we went along a woodland track in the heart of this pine forest. On leaving the minibus we 

found another new orchid for our tour: Man Orchid. There were several fabulous specimens and we checked out 

the suspended torso and limbs of the petals and sepals. Here we also found Kerry Lilly. As we were in the area, 

we had lunch once again at the Chapel of St Sulspice enjoying yet another splendid picnic in one of the most 

delightfully picturesque places of the area. 

 

After lunch we went to Bellebouche. We entered a small hide next to the etang where we saw Purple and Grey 

Herons, Cattle and Little Egrets and Black-crowned Night Herons, all nesting.   

 

Last stop of the day found us at Etang Renard and whilst admiring some Black-necked Grebes the weather 

closed in which was in some ways fortunate as we needed to get back for our evening meal and review of the 

day. 

Day 7 Wednesday 20th May 

This morning we left at first light (for those brave enough) to Etang De La Sous. From the hide we watched the 

rising sun and marvelled at the comings and goings of this busy avian metropolis as Whiskered Terns and Black-

necked Grebes continued back and forth either with nesting material or food, and a rather obliging family of 

Little Grebes swam just outside the hide. A Cattle Egret put in an appearance but probably preferred it hadn't as 

it was attacked by the assembled Black-headed Gulls. A Purple Heron made several forays into its nest site in the 

reeds as a Great Reed Warbler sang atop the reeds. 

 

Melodious Warbler and Common Whitethroat were observed on the way back to the vehicle and a Golden 

Oriole called from relatively close by. On the way back to the hotel we saw a glorious Hobby sat in the top of a 

dead tree very close by and we were duly impressed. 

 

Following breakfast we went to near Salnay, stopping to see a wondrous display of Lax-flowered Orchid. As we 

had found throughout this trip, stopping randomly at a roadside can yield great riches and this firstly came in the 

form of Hoopoe, closely followed by a Black Stork! This species has been recorded in the area recently but is a 

rare occurrence. As the Black Stork circled overhead we heard and saw a Woodlark.  



France - La Brenne: The Land of a Thousand Lakes  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     
 

As the Black Stork drifted out of view we moved to our next roadside stop. Here we found some wonderful 

examples of Brenne Orchid, also finding perhaps a hybrid Dactylorhiza along with the Brenne Orchids. The 

Brenne Orchid is a species to be found nowhere else in the world. Standing at one end you could see the most 

easterly and at the other the most westerly Brenne Orchids in the world. 

 

Before too long it was lunch time and as the weather was beginning take a turn for the worse with thundery 

showers, hail and even sleet, we headed for the safe refuge of the Maison Du Parc and had our picnic sheltering 

from incoming heavy showers. 

  

Dodging showers (and doing rather well at it!) we arrived at Etang Essarts. Here we saw busy Black-headed 

Gulls and their fluffy chicks, and also a Great White Egret.  

 

Finally we went to an area of arable land near to the village of Prung. We were fortunate to watch a super male 

Montagu’s Harrier, and after some extensive searching we finally found Stone-curlew and had good views of a 

couple individuals in a cultivated field. Meanwhile a Blue-headed Yellow Wagtail sang above an oil-seed rape 

crop. 

Day 8 Thursday 21st May 

Having sadly packed our bags and filled the buses with our luggage, we drove to Poitiers station for our onward 

train journey. On the way we found time to stop at the village of Angles-sur-l’Anglin, selected as one of the 

official most beautiful villages of France and containing castle ruins dating as far back as the 11th century, 

originally constructed for the Bishop of Poitiers.  

 

We caught the train to Lille and then embarked on the Eurostar service back to London.  

 

Simon and Jason wish to thank the group for being such a lovely party to lead and enjoy our wildlife-filled week 

with. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

       May 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 5+ 20 5 20+ 10+ 20+ 20+   

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   2+     1   4   

3 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis   2 1+ 7 2 4 6   

4 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   4 3 8 4 2 2   

5 Great Bittern Botaurus stellaris             H   

6 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax   2+ 5+ 6 3 15+ 4   

7 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   20+ 10+ 50+ 5+ 50+ 20+   

8 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   5+ 1 15+   20+ 10+   

9 Great White Egret Ardea alba       1   1 1   

10 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 1 3 5 10+ 4+ 10+ 5   

11 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea c.5 10+ 5 10+ 6+ 2 7   

12 Black Stork Ciconia nigra             1   

13 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   50+ 5 175 1 2 100+   

14 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 3+ 10+ 10+  4 15+   

15 Gadwall Anas strepera     2 30+   5+ 6   

16 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata     1       2   

17 Teal Anas crecca           2     

18 Garganey Anas querquedula 1               

19 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina   10+ 1 176         

20 Common Pochard Aythya ferina   10+ 20+ 70+ 30+ 10+ 10+   

21 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula   2+ 3+ 20+ 10+ 10+ 10+   

22 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus         2       

23 Black Kite Milvus migrans   3 10+ 15 6+ 15+ 10+ 2+ 

24 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus         1   1   

25 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   1 2 2     4+   

26 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus   1     2 1     

27 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 1         1     

28 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 2 5+ 3 5+ 5+ 10+ 6 3 

29 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus   3 2     1     

30 Osprey Pandion haliaetus     1     1     

31 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 1+ 2     2 2 2   

32 Hobby Falco subbuteo   2 1       1   

33 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa     2           

34 Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix         1H       

35 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus         1H   5   

36 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus         1H       

37 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus         1H       

38 Coot Fulica atra   10+ 5+      

39 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus       1         

40 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     10+           

41 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus     4 2 1       

42 Redshank Tringa totanus     2           

43 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos       2+         

44 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis           1     

45 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 3+ 10+       

46 Common Tern Sterna hirundo       4         

47 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 3+ 10+       
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       May 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

48 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 6 20+ 10+ 10+ 30+ 10+   

49 Feral Pigeon Columba livia         

50 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto         

51 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur   3+ 5+ 10+ 3+ 5+ 8+ 2+ 

52 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   2+ 6+ 3+ 1 2 3   

53 Barn Owl Tyto alba     1           

54 Tawny Owl Strix aluco     2H           

55 European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus         2       

56 Common Swift Apus apus 20+ 20+ 50+ 30+     

57 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis     1 1 1 1 2   

58 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster       30+         

59 Hoopoe Upupa epops   1 1 1     1   

60 Wryneck Jynx torquilla   1             

61 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius           1H 1   

62 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis     1H 2 2 2H H   

63 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major     1H 1 2 3 1   

64 Middle-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus medius           1H     

65 Skylark Alauda arvensis   5+ 7+ 3+ 4+ 3 3   

66 Woodlark Lullula arborea             2   

67 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica         

68 House Martin Delichon urbica         

69 Sand Martin Riparia riparia 1     6 1+ 10+     

70 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   3 c.10 2 2 4+ 3   

71 White Wagtail Motacilla alba   4 8 5 7 10+ 5 1 

72 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea       1 1       

73 Yellow (Blue-headed) Wagtail Motacilla flava (flava)             1+   

74 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 1 2 4 3 2 3 1   

75 Dunnock Prunella modularis     1+   1 1     

76 Robin Erithacus rubecula     5+ 1   1     

77 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 2 10+ 4+ 10+ 5+ 15+ 10+ 3 

78 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus       1H         

79 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 1 5+ 5+ 3+ 8+ 5+ 5+ 2+ 

80 Stonechat Saxicola torquata 5+ 4+ 10+      

81 Blackbird Turdus merula 2 6 10 10+     

82 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos     1 1         

83 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus           1H     

84 Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides     3       2   

85 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti   1H 1H 3H 2H 3H 3H   

86 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus   2     1H 1H 1   

87 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   1 3+ 2+ 1 5+ 1   

88 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus   2 2   2 1 3   

89 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta   4 5+ 10+ 4+ 10+ 4+   

90 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin   2 3 5 4+ 3+ 5+   

91 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 1 6 5+ 15+ 5+ 10+ 5   

92 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   10+ 15+      

93 Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli   2+ 8+ 1 3 10+ 2   

94 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus       1         

95 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   3 5 4 5 6 4   

96 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus     3 1 1 1     

97 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata     1     1     

98 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris         1+ 5+ 1   
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       May 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

99 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 1 4 2 5+ 2 1 2   

100 Great Tit Parus major   5+ 4 10+ 5+ 6 1   

101 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   10+ 15+ 10+ 5+ 10+     

102 Nuthatch Sitta europaea       3+         

103 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla   1H 5 10+ 3+ 10+ 4+   

104 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio   5+ 9 1   2 2   

105 Starling Sturnus vulgaris         

106 Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus   2H 4H 5H 1H   2H   

107 Jay Garrulus glandarius 2 5+ 10+ 5+ 10+ 6 2 4 

108 Magpie Pica pica 2+ 10+  1 5+ 3+   

109 Jackdaw Corvus monedula         

110 Carrion Crow Corvus corone  1 3 6+ 3 2 5+    

111 Rook Corvus frugilegus   20+  10+    

112 House Sparrow Passer domesticus         

113 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs         

114 Serin Serinus serinus 1 1 3 2 5+ 3+ 2 1 

115 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula     2           

116 Greenfinch Chloris chloris 5+ 20+ 3+   2 10+ 2   

117 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis         

118 Linnet Linaria cannabina   6 2 3 1 4+ 5   

119 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra   2+ 3+ 1 3 2 3   

120 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella   1     1   1   

121 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   1         1   

Butterflies           

1 Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni              

2 Wood White Leptidea sinapis              

3 Southern White Admiral Limenitis reducta            

4 Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta              

5 Painted Lady Vanessa ardui             

6 Peacock Aglais io                

7 Glanville Fritillary  Melitaea cinxia              

8 Small Heath  Coenonympha pamphilus           

9 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria          

10 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera           

11 Black Hairstreak Satyrium pruni             

12 Green Hairstreak  Callophrys rubi              

13 Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas                

14 Large Copper Lycaena dispar                

15 Sooty Copper  Heodes tityrus              

16 Small Blue Cupido minimus                

17 Holly Blue  Elastrina argiolus                

18 Adonis Blue Lysandra bellargus               

19 Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus            

20 Grizzled Skipper  Pyrgus malvae               

21 Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus armoricanus               

22 Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages            

23 Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon               

24 Map Araschnia levana                

25 Brown Argus Aricia agestis           

26 Small White Pieris rapae           
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27 Large White Pieris brassicae          

28 Green-veined White Pieris napi           

29 Marsh Fritillary Euphydryas aurinia                

30 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius              

31 Swallowtail Papilio machaon gorganus             

32 Provencal Short-tailed Blue Cupido alcetas                

33 Clouded Yellow Colias croceus              

Moths                   

1 Cinnabar  Tyria jacobaeae                

2 5-spot Burnet Zygaena trifolii                

3 Common Heath Ematurga atomaria                

4 Burnet Companion Euclidea glyphica              

5 Silver Y Autographa gamma                

6 Latticed Heath Chiasmia clathrata           

7 Speckled Yellow Pseudopanthera macularia              

8 Cream Tiger Epicallia villica                

9 Mother Shipton Callistege mi               

10 Burnet Companion Euclidia glyphica              

11 Blood Vein Timandra comae                

12 Common Heath Ematurga atomaria                

13 Straw Dot Rivula sericealis                

14 Sharp-angled Carpet Euphyia unangulata                

15 Heart & Dart grotis exclamationis                

16 Reed Leopard Phragmataecia castaneae                

17 Dusky Brocade Apamea remissa                

18 Marbled Minor Oligia strigilis                

19 Clouded Border Lomaspilis marginata                

20 Flame-shoulder Ochropleura plecta                

21 Orache Moth Trachea atriplicis                

22 Muslin  Diaphora mendica                

23 Leopard Moth Zeuzera pyrina                

24 Elephant Hawk-moth Deilephila elpenor                

25 Green Carpet Colostygia pectinataria                

26 Lobster Moth Stauropus fagi                

Dragonflies etc                   

1 Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens              

2 Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo               

3 Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans           

4 Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum               

5 Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella           

6 Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula                

7 White-legged Damselfly  Platycnemis pennipes           

8 Winter Damselfly Sympecma fusca                

9 Dainty Damselfly Coenagrion scitulum               

10 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii           

11 Scarlet Darter Crocothemis erythraea                

12 Four-spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata           

13 Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa            
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14 Black-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum               

15 Green-eyed Hawker Aeshna isoceles              

16 Downy Emrald Cordulia aenea             

17 Hairy Dragonfly Brachytron pratense             

18 Eurasian Baskettail Epitheca bimaculata                

19 Common Clubtail Gomphus vulgatissimus              

20 White-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum albistylum             

21 Lilypad Whiteface Leucorrhinia caudalis               

Mammals                   

1 Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus                

2 Coypu Myocastor coypus           

4 Brown Hare  Lepus europaeus                

5 Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus                

6 Beech Marten Martes foina                

7 Red Deer Cervus elaphus                

8 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris                

9 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus                

10 Brown Long-eared Bat Plecotus auritus                

Reptiles & Amphibians                   

2 Green Lizard  Lacerta viridis              

3 Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis           

5 European Pond Terrapin  Emys orbicularis           

6 Edible Frog Rana esculenta           

7 Pool Frog  Rana lessonae           

8 Common Tree Frog  Hyla arborea              

Orchids 

Cephalanthera longifolia ,  Sword-leaved Helleborine  Limodorum abortivum,  Violet Limadore  

Listera ovata,  Twayblade  Platanthera chlorantha ,  Greater Butterfly Orchid  

Aceras anthropophorum,  Man Orchid  Orchis simia,  Monkey Orchid  

Orchis laxiflora,  Loose-flowered Orchid  Orchis morio,  Green-winged Orchid 

Orchis ustulata,  Burnt Orchid  Ophrys sphegodes,  Early Spider Orchid  

Ophrys apifera,  Bee Orchid  Ophrys insectifera,  Fly Orchid 

Himantoglossum hircinum,  Lizard Orchid Serapias lingua,  Tongue Orchid  

Dactylorhiza brenne,  Brenne Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii,  Spotted Orchid  

Neottia nidus-avis,  Bird's-nest Orchid Gymnadenia conopsea Fragrant Orchid 

Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal orchid  

 


