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Tour participants: Jason Mitchell and Tony Williams (leaders) with 11 Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

Based at a charming rural hotel, we spent a mostly sunny week exploring the Parc Naturel Régional (PNR) de la 

Brenne. Equivalent to an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), the PNR of La Brenne is home to an 

extraordinarily diverse range of animals, plants and landscapes, offering striking contrasts between expansive 

forests, meadows, heaths and the thousand lakes for which the region is famed.  

 

The tour focussed on the general wildlife of the PNR de la Brenne, a relatively compact protected area which 

meant we never wasted much time travelling. By the end of the tour we had compiled an impressive species list 

of over 100 birds, 25 butterflies and a similar number of dragonflies, not to forget exciting plants like Monkey 

and Military Orchids and the tour is sure to live on in our memories for a long time. 

 

The weather was sunny and settled for the most part, but we did experience a couple of showers, with a 

particularly heavy one which saw us return to our hotel to dry off! One occasion saw the mercury hit 28°C, but 

most days were pleasantly warm and sunny with temperatures around the mid-twenties. 

Day 1 Wednesday 23rd May 

The group was met in Lille and, with the minibus loaded, we were soon heading south. Our journey was 

enriched by some early wildlife sightings; a Honey Buzzard was seen soaring overhead and soon after entering La 

Brenne, we stopped to admire two magnificent Short-toed Eagles circling over a wooded copse.  

 

On arriving at the hotel, we were greeted by France and Bernard, our hosts for the week. Our first meal was 

excellent and set the standard for the rest of the tour. Fed and watered, we retired to our rooms ahead of what 

promised to be an interesting first day exploring La Brenne. 

Day 2 Thursday 24th May 

After enjoying breakfast, it seemed fitting that we should visit one of La Brenne’s many étangs; these natural-

looking, artificial lakes have long been used for rearing carp, with some dating back to the 12th century! So, we 

set off for Étang Cistude, a large, reed-fringed lake a short drive away. On our arrival and even before we had 

left the car park, Golden Oriole, Nightingale, Cuckoo and Turtle Dove were heard singing all around! Walking 

along a tree-lined path, we entered the hide where we were greeted by a wall of sound emanating from the heron 

colony just metres away. Several Purple Herons gave wonderful flight views as they arrived from nearby reeds, 

and there was a near-constant stream of Cattle Egrets flying back and forth. Typical of the species’ crepuscular 

habits, Night Herons were less active but the odd one broke cover and others were spied as they roosted 

amongst dense willows. A lone European Pond Terrapin or Cistude, posed on a dead tree trunk in front of the 

hide, while another iconic Brenne species, the Whiskered Tern, graced the lake with several birds nesting in a 

fenced area designed to protect waterlilies from the chomping teeth of Coypu, a large, introduced rodent from 

South America. The terns make their fragile nests on the floating lilies far from the reach of land predators, but 

the vegetarian Coypu has a liking for the lilypad stems; a habit which has seen a dramatic reduction in this 

attractive plant and in turn the loss of safe nesting for the terns.  
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Deciding on a change of habitat we soon arrived at the village of Rosnay, where an area of meadow used as a 

fairground later in the summer, makes a wonderful spot for seeing orchids and butterflies. Sadly, most of the 

Lax-flowered and Green-winged Orchids were past their best, but some careful searching turned up a few 

fresher specimens. The warm, sunny conditions meant butterflies were active and it wasn’t long before our first 

fritillary butterfly was netted. Closer examination confirmed a Knapweed Fritillary, a species that proved plentiful 

as the week progressed; other butterflies included the familiar Common Blue and Meadow Brown, while a smart 

Sooty Copper and the plentiful Black-veined Whites were new for most. 

 

Lunch was taken close to a small étang in the grounds of the Maison du Parc, the headquarters of the PNR 

where we sampled some frites de carpe, a local dish that went down very well. After lunch, while some enjoyed a 

coffee in the restaurant, others explored the lake in search of dragonflies. A number were seen, including one of 

the largest and one of the smallest species in La Brenne, the Emperor Dragonfly and the Small Emerald 

Damselfly.  

 

Replete, we headed for a couple of private lakes to the west; the first provided us with amazing views of several 

Black-necked Grebes set in the middle of a thriving Whiskered Tern colony. It was fascinating to see the 

comings and goings of the terns, as they continued their nest building efforts. Dragonflies were numerous as 

well, with the attractive Downy Emerald particularly abundant. 

 

Our next stop was Étang de la Touche, where a longer walk to access the hide allowed us to stretch our legs a 

little. From a hide we admired the aerial prowess of a pair of Marsh Harriers, and several species of duck were on 

show. But the highlight was a family of Tawny Owls which had taken up residence in an artificial ‘Hobby’ nest 

placed high in an Aspen tree. Patient watching resulted in views of the black-eyed chicks as they shifted about 

the nest, accompanied by an occasional stretch of wings. Leaving the hide, we took time to admire the 

engineering of a long-since abandoned reed-cutting boat stored alongside the parking area. 

 

Returning to our hotel, we reviewed what had been an exciting and jam-packed first day before assembling for 

dinner. 

Day 3 Friday 25th May 

Today we headed south in search of arguably La Brenne’s most spectacular display of wild flowers; Rosnay 

Common boasts a large field bursting with orchids and other wildflowers. We found good numbers of Greater 

Butterfly and Lax-flowered Orchids but we were there to witness the many thousands of Tongue Orchids, which 

were so numerous that it was almost impossible not to tread on any! Birds were evident too, with the songs of 

Corn Bunting, Tree Pipit and Garden Warbler emanating from either fence post or hedgerow. Some very good 

butterflies were seen as well, with both Knapweed and Spotted Fritillaries, joined by the smaller Sooty Cooper. 

 

With lunch fast approaching, we made haste to a picnic site near Ciron where we stopped to admire a couple of 

unusual historical structures en route: the Lanterne des Morts and a monument erected in the memory of three 

hot air balloon pioneers whose misfortune saw them cash in the village after having reach a world record 8,600 

metres in 1875! We then enjoyed a wonderful picnic by the river Creuse in the company of hundreds of Banded 

Demoiselles which danced over the pretty water crowfoot. 
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With another delicious picnic polished off, we took the opportunity for a quick coffee in Ciron before heading 

off in search of perhaps La Brenne’s most exotic bird, the Bee-eater. And we were not to be disappointed and 

spent a relaxed half-hour watching several of these breathtakingly colourful birds gracing the air close to their 

colony on the banks of the river Creuse which also offered up a dandy Common Sandpiper. A Hoopoe “oop-

ooped” from over the wall in the grounds of a grand chateau and a Short-toed Treecreeper made a brief 

appearance, as it spiralled up a tree trunk. 

 

Following dinner, we headed out on a crepuscular quest in search of Nightjars and, after a brief wait, a number 

of these intriguing birds were flying low over the heath just metres away. Returning to the bus, the ‘songs’ of 

Natterjack Toads had us searching for this fascinating species, but they were sitting tight in the safety of their 

burrows. 

Day 4 Saturday 26th May 

Breakfast taken care of, we headed for Saulnay a short drive to the east. Our target species was an orchid, but a 

brief detour to see a field of Cornflowers was popular and nearby a Woodlark gave its sweet song as it fluttered 

overhead, while a Middle Spotted Woodpecker called from woods but frustrated us by staying hidden from view. 

 

Back on track, we were soon admiring some fine specimens of Brenne Orchid; a species that boasts perhaps the 

most limited distribution of any orchid species in the world! A short walk later and we were ambling along a 

cool, leafy woodland ride where Variable Damselflies were numerous, and a Bonelli’s Warbler uttered its silvery 

notes from deep shade. Reaching Étang Vieux, we found ourselves surrounded by what seemed like hundreds of 

dragonflies and further interest was added by a shoal of fish containing Rudd, Perch, Black Bass along with 

dozens of Pumpkinseed; a member of the sunfish family introduced from North America. We had been 

informed that a nesting pair of Bitterns had been showing well at the lake, but the elusive nature of this 

enigmatic species meant our chances of seeing one remained low. But amazingly, after a short wait, a cryptic 

brown bird suddenly lifted from the edge of the lake and made a brief aerial sortie over the reeds! 

 

In soaring temperatures, we headed for the shade of a nearby bar where we enjoyed our picnic and a cold 

beverage followed by a quick coffee. We then set off to the eastern edge of the PNR where a lesser-known lake 

is home to one the largest Whiskered Tern colonies in La Brenne. Sure enough, we were greeted by an active 

colony in full swing and, with the aid of a telescope, we were treated to exceptional views of tern chicks being 

fed by their parents. 

 

With the mercury now fast approaching 30°C, we headed for the Forêt de Lancosme and a site known for the 

rare Woodland Brown, a striking butterfly that deserves a much more flattering common name. And we were 

fortunate to find a newly emerged individual along a woodland track, which had the added benefit of providing 

some much-needed shade. 

 

Nearby, a small chapel stands in a forest clearing complete with spring and bubbling brook. Dragonflies flitted 

over the water, with the exotic-looking Beautiful Demoiselle the most numerous, but the similar Banded 

Demoiselle was also present, giving a rare opportunity to compare these dazzling species of damselfly side by 

side. A Honey Buzzard offered brief views as it lifted from the forest canopy, and a Middle Spotted Woodpecker 

gave its distinctive ‘machine-gun’ call, from deep within the forest.  
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Much in need of some cool refreshment, we headed back to our hotel ahead of dinner. 

Day 5 Sunday 27th May 

With some of the group opting for a pre-breakfast birding session, we drove a short way to a hide at Étang 

Ricot, where we were greeted by a stream of heron species flying back and forth from their breeding colony a 

short distance away; Purple, Grey and Night Heron were noted, plus dozens of Cattle Egret, all sporting their 

finest breeding colours. A Great Reed Warbler sang, albeit briefly, but did continue to show during the duration 

of our stay. Returning to the minibus, we drove a short distance to a known site for Savi’s Warbler where we 

briefly heard its insect-like song emanating from bushes within a large reed bed. Raptors were starting to wake, 

with Marsh Harrier and Black Kite giving some really close fly-bys. Bellies grumbling, we returned to the hotel 

and enjoyed breakfast with the rest of the group. 

 

Most of La Brenne sits on clay soils, the reason generations of fish-farmers have been attracted to the area, but 

in the west the pedology takes on a chalky nature. La Boudinière, a south-facing calcareous valley along the river 

Suin gave us an opportunity to enjoy a new suit of species that comes with a change in soil type. First, we passed 

along a narrow path before emerging onto the valley slope. Our first find was dozens of Adonis Blues which 

were in mint condition having probably emerged just a day or so earlier. Careful searching turned up the odd 

Brown Argus amongst the similar female blues, along with a few Pearly Heaths and although the latter were less 

of an identification challenge, they were equally enjoyed. The briefest view of a smart male Montagu’s Harrier 

was luckily not the last we would see, while a Tree Pipit gave its sweet song as it parachuted back to earth.  

 

En route to our next destination, the minibuses came to a rapid halt as a pair of stunning Montagu’s Harriers 

flew over the road in front of us, and amazingly, were then joined by a fine male Hen Harrier; we looked on in 

awe as these sought-after birds quartered the field in search of prey. Moving on, a brief stop at Bois des Roches 

nature reserve, an outcrop of chalk perched high above the river Creuse, normally offers an opportunity to enjoy 

the site’s rich flora. Sadly, on this occasion it had been fenced off to allow grazing, but we did hear the 

distinctive, piercing calls of the Peregrine Falcons nesting on the cliff below. Lunch was taken on the banks of 

the river Creuse where we were treated to yet another new species of dragonfly not occurring in the UK, this 

time a Western Clubtail which posed nicely for the cameras. 

 

With ‘chalk’ something of a theme today, we drove to an active limestone quarry where we spent the rest of the 

afternoon searching out an impressive list of orchids. In just an hour we noted nine species including Violet 

Limodore, Fly, Bee and Monkey Orchids. Birds were another feature and for the length of our stay we were 

serenaded by one or other of Turtle Dove, Nightingale or Bonelli’s Warbler before eventually tearing ourselves 

away for the return journey to our hotel. 

Day 6 Monday 28th May 

Our first stop today was at Étang Foucault, where from the hide a variety of waders were visible, including an 

elegant Black-winged Stilt along with a variety of ducks scattered across the lake. Other interest came in the form 

of some Coypu which were close to the hide, and despite this species’ destructive nature, it remains a pleasure to 

watch their antics. 
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A short drive led us to an area known as Terre de Renard. Moments after starting out on foot a Melodious 

Warbler allowed views as it skulked in the top of some gorse and a Southern White Admiral posed for photos. 

Further along, an Agile Frog broke cover and hopped across the path, perhaps tempted out by the dozens of 

dragonflies on the wing; Downy Emeralds were numerous with a number seen flying in ‘tandem’ and a fly-by 

Southern Migrant Hawker was another new species for the group.  

 

Following lunch at Maison du Parc, we visited Étang Purais, where a particularly impressive hide sits at the edge 

of a large lake which boasts La Brenne’s largest colony of Whiskered Tern. A quick check for Lizard Orchids 

near the car park produced some large and impressive specimens with a number in flower giving the opportunity 

to ‘savour’ their billy-goat-like scent.  

 

As it seemed orchids were particularly popular with the group, we made an impromptu visit to a site in the very 

north of the PNR to look for yet more members of this fascinating plant family. And after a very brief search we 

came up trumps, finding a few spikes of the rare Military Orchid. Further searching saw us add another four 

species: Fly, Fragrant, Pyramidal, and Monkey. 

 

Taking the ‘long way’ back to the hotel, we tried our luck for Stone-curlew in an area that holds a number of 

breeding pairs. Again, our luck was in and almost at once we spied two of these curious birds creeping low 

through a crop. We were able to observe them for several minutes before they eventually disappeared into taller 

vegetation.  

 

Feeling most content, we headed back towards Mézières-en-Brenne with a final stop at a small Marsh Fritillary 

colony, and in light of the cool conditions, we were delighted to find a single specimen roosting on a grass stem. 

Day 7 Tuesday 29th May 

For our last full day in the field, we started the day back at the Maison de la Nature where we visited another 

hide overlooking the excellent Étang Cistude, enjoying a second, if more distant, view of its busy heronry. We 

then moved a short distance to another lake in the hope of adding yet more ‘dragons’ to our growing list and we 

were thrilled to discover the rare and handsome Lilypad Whiteface; a rare relative of the darter dragonflies. There 

was clearly a massive emergence of dragonflies underway, with the narrow fringe of reeds around the lake 

harbouring hundreds of newly emerged Ruddy Darters. However, there was some stiff avian completion in the 

shape of a Black Stork, which lifted from the reeds and drifted slowly into the distance with the aid of rising 

thermals. 

 

Following lunch at the picnic site in Saint-Michel-en-Brenne, we dropped into the local café for a coffee or beer 

ahead of a packed afternoon session. First, we arrived at Étang Piégu, where two Black Terns were an excellent 

find, but moments later the heavens opened and for 10 long minutes a torrent of rain drenched us, resulting in 

an earlier-than-anticipated return to the hotel for a change of clothes. 

 

Returning to Piégu, we visited a smaller neighbouring lake where once more Black-necked Grebes were the star 

bird, with five of these exquisite creatures on show. Other notable species included a Mediterranean Gull, which 

flew overhead calling in its typical whining manner. Moving on, we passed a farmstead, spooking a little Owl 

which was sitting on top of an outbuilding. In the same area we stopped in search of the well-named Zitting 
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Cisticola and, almost immediately, a bird started its plaintive “zit-zit-zit” song. Although rather common further 

south, this species was absent from the area for around 10 years following a series of very cold winters; it 

returned to La Brenne in 2017 and it was pleasing to see how numbers have continued to grow. Around the 

corner, a final stop at one of the area’s largest lakes didn’t turn up a hoped-for White-tailed Eagle but some 

playful Common Wall Lizards were a popular find.  

 

Back at the hotel, we convened for the last time to record the species of the day and chatted about some of the 

tour highlights. We agreed that the group members, stunning wildlife and prime location had all combined to 

make a truly memorable holiday experience. 

Day 8 Wednesday 30th May 

After breakfast, we bid farewell to our hosts and following a smooth journey we arrived back in Poitiers in plenty 

of time for a coffee before our return journey to the UK. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

Tony and Jason and group 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

1 Mute Swan Cygnus olor             

2 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata             2   

3 Gadwall Mareca strepera            

4 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos           

5 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina             

6 Common Pochard Aythya ferina           

7 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula           

8 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa           2     

9 Common Quail Coturnix coturnix           h     

10 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus         h h   

11 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis               

12 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus           

13 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis          5   

14 Black Stork Ciconia nigra             1   

15 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia           1     

16 Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris       1         

17 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax            

18 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis           

19 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea            

20 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea           

21 Great Egret Ardea alba   1       1 1   

22 Little Egret Egretta garzetta           

23 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo               

24 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus      1       
 

25 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus 2             
 

26 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus           
 

27 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus         1     
 

28 Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus       4     
 

29 Black Kite Milvus migrans         
 

30 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo          
 

31 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus         h       

32 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra           

33 Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus           2     

34 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus           1    

35 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus               

36 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos     1           

37 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus           

38 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus             h   

39 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis         2    

40 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus            

41 Black Tern Chlidonias niger             2   

42 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia         

43 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus           

44 European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur   h      
 

45 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto         
 

46 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus           
 

47 Tawny Owl Strix aluco              
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

48 Little Owl Athene noctua             1 
 

49 European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus     3         
 

50 Common Swift Apus apus        
 

51 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis              
 

52 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster              
 

53 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops         
 

54 Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius       3       
 

55 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major          
 

56 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius              
 

57 European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis           
 

58 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus         4     

59 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo     1     1 1   

60 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus         h       

61 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio          
 

62 Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus   h h      h 
 

63 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius         
 

64 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica           
 

65 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula           
 

66 Rook Corvus frugilegus         
 

67 Carrion Crow Corvus corone          
 

68 Marsh Tit Parus palustris              
 

69 Eurasian Blue Tit Parus caeruleus           
 

70 Great Tit Parus major          
 

71 Woodlark Lullula arborea          h   
 

72 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis          
 

73 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica         

74 Common House Martin Delichon urbica           

75 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti         
 

76 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus           
 

77 Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli              
 

78 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita         
 

79 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus         2     
 

80 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus            
 

81 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta         
 

82 Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides         h       

83 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis         2  2 
 

84 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla         
 

85 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis          
 

86 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin             
 

87 Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus            
 

88 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes             

89 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea            
 

90 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla         
 

91 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris         
 

92 Common Blackbird Turdus merula           

93 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos              

94 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus             

95 European Robin Erithacus rubecula             

96 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos           

97 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros           

98 European Stonechat Saxicola torquata           
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

99 House Sparrow Passer domesticus         
 

100 Dunnock Prunella modularis              

101 Yellow (Blue-headed) Wagtail Motacilla flava (flava)           2     

102 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea     h        

103 White Wagtail Motacilla alba           

104 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis             

105 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs         
 

106 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes              
 

107 Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula               
 

108 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris         
 

109 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina            
 

110 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis           
 

111 European Serin Serinus serinus     1     1 2 
 

112 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra           
 

113 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella         1 2   
 

114 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus          
 

115 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus         1     
 

Butterflies 

Swallowtail, Papilio machaon Scarce Swallowtail, Iphiclides podalirius 

Black-veined White, Aporia crataegi Brimstone, Gonepteryx rhamni 

Sooty Copper, Heodes tityrus Holly Blue, Celastrina argiolus 

Adonis Blue, Polyommatus bellargus Common Blue, Polyommatus icarus 

Brown Argus, Aricia agestis Southern White Admiral, Limenitis reducta 

White Admiral, Limenitis camilla Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta 

Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui Glanville Fritillary, Melitaea cinxia 

Knapweed Fritillary, Melitaea phoebe Spotted Fritillary, Melitaea didyma 

Marsh Fritillary, Euphydryas aurinia Meadow Brown, Maniola jurtina 

Speckled Wood, Pararge aegeria Wall Brown, Lasiommata megera 

Woodland Brown, Lopinga archine Small Heath, Coenonympha pamphilus 

Pearly Heath, Coenonympha arcania Grizzled Skipper, Pyrgus malvae 

Large Skipper, Ochlodes venata  

Dragonflies & Damselflies 

Beautiful Demoiselle, Calopteryx virgo Banded Demoiselle, Calopteryx splendens 

Western Willow Spreadwing, Lestes viridis Migrant Spreadwing, Lestes barbarous 

Small Spreadwing, Lestes virens Common Winter Damselfly, Sympecma fusca 

Blue Featherleg, Platycnemis pennipes Large Red-eye, Erythromma najas 

Azure Bluet, Coenagrion puella Dainty Bluet, Coenagrion scitulum 

Common Bluet, Enallagma cyathigerum Common Bluetail, Ischnura elegans 

Green-eyed Hawker, Aeshna isosceles Blue Emperor, Anax imperator 

Downy Emerald, Cordulia aenea Four-spotted Chaser, Libellula quadrimaculata 

Blue Chaser, Libellula fulva Broad-bodied Chaser, Libellula depressa 

Black-tailed Skimmer, Orthetrum cancellatum White-tailed Skimmer, Orthetrum albistylum 

Lilypad Whiteface, Leucorrhinia caudalis Broad Scarlet, Crocothemis erythraea 

Ruddy Darter, Sympetrum sanguineum  
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Orchids 

Anacamptis (Orchis) laxiflora, Loose-flowered Orchid  Anacamptis (Orchis) morio, Green-winged Orchid 

Anacamptis pyramidalis, Pyramidal Orchid  Cephalanthera damasonium, White Helleborine  

Cephalanthera longifolia , Sword-leaved Helleborine  Dactylorhiza fuchsii, Common Spotted Orchid  

Epipactis helleborine, Broad-leaved Helleborine Gymnadenia conopsea, Fragrant Orchid  

Himantoglossum hircinum, Lizard Orchid Neotinea (Orchis) ustulata, Burnt Orchid  

Neottia (Listera) ovata, Twayblade  Orchis (Aceras) anthropophora, Man Orchid  

Orchis militaris, Military Orchid  Orchis simia, Monkey Orchid  

Ophrys apifera, Bee Orchid  Ophrys insectifera, Fly Orchid 

Ophrys sphegodes, Early Spider Orchid  Platanthera bifolia, Lesser Butterfly Orchid 

Platanthera chlorantha , Greater Butterfly Orchid  Serapias lingua, Tongue Orchid  

Dactylorhiza elata ssp sesquipedalis, Brenne Orchid -(was D.brennensis),   

 


