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Tour participants: Jason Mitchell (Leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

Our time in southwest France was spent exploring the history, both natural and cultural, of the neighbouring 

departements of Lot and Dordogne, with our accommodation perfectly situated on the border between the two. 

 

Based at a charming family run hotel, we spent a largely sunny week enjoying this attractive corner of France and 

the River Dordogne which has shaped so much of it. We experienced a number of the region’s most famed sites: 

the dramatic clifftop village of Rocamadour and its Black Madonna statue, the Gouffre de Padirac, where an 

extraordinary boat journey took us along the underground Rivière Plane and the medieval town of Sarlat-la-

Canéda and its delightful street market.  

 

But as ever, wildlife was the star and we accumulated an impressive list of birds, insects and plants which are sure 

to live long in our memories. Highlights included the near constant acoustic backdrop of Nightingales, Cirl 

Buntings and Blackcaps, some stunning butterflies including both ‘common’ and Scarce Swallowtails, the 

remarkable abundance of wild orchids and the huge array of moths, which were trapped and released unharmed 

in the hotel garden. 

 

Weather-wise, we started on an unsettled note, again returning to wet conditions on our final day. However, the 

greater part of the week was warm and very sunny with temperatures in the low to mid-twenties. Such was the 

climate that a few folk even ventured into the hotel’s outdoor pool! 

Day 1 Friday 10th May 

With our late afternoon flight arriving on time into Limoges, we boarded the minibus and headed south arriving 

at our hotel in time for dinner. Once settled into our rooms, we reconvened in the dining room, where we met 

up with the Canadian contingent before retiring ahead of our first day in the field. 

Day 2 Saturday 11th May 

Following a busy day of travel, today we made a leisurely start which also allowed time for the gathering of picnic 

provisions. We were ‘joined’ for breakfast by a few moths which were found on the walls of the hotel: Treble-

bar, Lobster Moths and a smashing Antirrhinum Brocade were the pick of the bunch. 

 

Saturday is market day in the medieval town of Sarlat, so we headed north over the River Dordogne and were 

soon parked up. The market takes up the entire town centre, with stalls stretching in all directions. Great 

emphasis is placed on traditional French produce but just about anything can be found on a stall somewhere. As 

we enjoyed the hustle and bustle of market day, we were also able to appreciate its impressive setting, with the 

wonderfully restored medieval buildings representing some of the finest in France. As we relaxed in a café, 

Common Swifts screamed overhead and a Black Redstart gave its strange fizzing song from high on a roof top. 

 

With dark clouds looming, lunch was a taken next to a bandstand (later used for shelter) in one of Sarlat’s 

attractive public gardens where dozens of colourful Gendarme Bugs caught our attention; the common name 
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originates from the similarity of their red and black colours, to those of the nineteenth century Gendarme 

uniform. After lunch, we headed for the Beaune Valley. Soon after leaving Sarlat, low cliffs rose up on one side; 

here natural features have been exploited as makeshift shelters over many thousands of years and we made a stop 

to take a closer look at several Troglodyte dwellings. Entering the Beune Valley, we arrived at a meadow just as a 

heavy shower started. After sheltering in the bus for some minutes, the sun soon returned and we were 

astonished at how quickly butterflies were on the wing. Several fritillaries were spotted; with Glanville, Heath and 

Small Pearl-bordered new for most of the group. Other butterflies included a fine male Sooty Copper and several 

Brown Argus. Exploring a small quarry nearby, Fly and Man Orchids were present in abundance, but a search 

for the unusual Bird’s Nest Orchid only turned-up some of last year’s dry seed heads although a Sword-leaved 

Helleborine was ample compensation. Overhead a Firecrest sang loudly and underfoot the unusual white flowers 

of Sanicle shown bright. 

 

Our next stop was at a delightful water meadow, with a crystal clear stream bubbling through it. Here, several 

delicate Southern Damselflies were found around wet flashes and these were joined by Large Red Damselflies 

and Banded Demoiselles. Several Early Marsh Orchids stood out, with their bright colours contrasting with the 

surrounding grasses where a bagworm clung to a stem protected in its case of woody fragments, somewhat 

resembling a caddisfly larva. While walking back to the vehicles, the raucous calls of a Raven drew our attention 

to its three young, which were perched precariously on a cliff face waiting patiently for their next meal, while 

both Cetti’s and Melodious Warblers sang from thick scrub. Back at the vehicles, we made our return to the 

hotel where some Large Tortoiseshell caterpillars were spotted on a wall next to our accommodation.   

Day 3 Sunday 12th May 

Before leaving the hotel, we made individual packed lunches in preparation for a day walk around the Rocs de 

Monges, set high above the River Dordogne. Shortly after leaving our base, we made a stop along a quiet lane to 

investigate an interesting looking orchid next to the road. On leaving the bus it was quickly identified as a Violet 

Limodore, and enthusiastically photographed as was the adjacent Bird’s-nest Orchid – this time, one from this 

year and in full flower. A delightful half hour was spent combing the bank for plants; in all six species of orchid 

were found including Woodcock, Burnt and Pyramidal. 

 

Arriving in the hamlet of Blanzaguet, we parked next to a dry-stone wall covered in Ivy which was accompanied 

by parasitic Ivy Broomrape and the less sinister Wall Pennywort. Moments later we were listening to the fluty 

song of a Golden Oriole from woodland where metallic green long-horn moths ‘danced’ in the dappled shade 

and the exquisite micro-moth Alabonia geoffrella perched on a bramble leaf. The morning saw us walk under the 

cliffs which we would later walk over. Our route took us through an extensive Box woodland which has suffered 

greatly due to an infestation of the non-native Box Tree Moth; a recent and unfortunate addition to the 

European moth fauna. However, a year on from the original defoliation, extensive regrowth was an encouraging 

sign along with some interesting plants which have benefited from increased sunlight reaching the woodland 

floor; these included sheets of Tower Cress and several Early Purple Orchids. After negotiating a steep, albeit 

short, section of path we were back on level ground alongside the river where dazzling male Banded Demoiselles 

displayed with flicking wings to an audience of metallic green females. Here we picnicked under the welcome 

shade of some Walnut trees before continuing our walk towards St Sozy.  
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Crossing low-lying fields, a fine male Honey Buzzard flew over our heads, as did a Grey Heron and displaying 

Serin. Arriving in the village, we took refreshments in a local bar next to the church which is home to a large 

colony of House Martins, with more than a hundred nesting under the church eaves. Leaving the village behind, 

we passed through woodland climbing towards the ridge above. Continuing our ascent, we made frequent stops 

and arriving at a glade we spied a delicate Wood White and as it made lazy progress over the sward, it was joined 

by an Orange-tip and Pearly Heath. Nearby, an impressively large queen Hornet was given the greatest respect! 

Emerging out onto a quiet country lane, Mike spotted a massive Goat Moth caterpillar, so-called because the 

larvae emit a strong and rather unpleasant smell, reminiscent of a male goat. However, despite efforts to ‘catch a 

whiff’ the caterpillar was keeping its smelly defence for a greater threat! This species has the longest larval stage 

of any British moth, feeding for up to four years under the bark and in the heartwood of a range of broad-leaved 

trees, reaching up to 10cm in length. Sticking with a goaty theme, we shortly came across a Lizard Orchid – the 

French call it ‘Orchis Bouc’, due to its distinctive billy goat fragrance!  

 

Soon the path levelled and we walked towards a magnificent viewpoint where a stunning male Cleopatra 

butterfly nectared on a carpet of wildflowers and a Short-toed Eagle glided along the ridge. Having reached the 

highest point of the walk the afternoon was all downhill, but fortunately the same could not be said for the 

wildlife. Descending, we passed through scrub woodland, grassy glades and meadows full of wildflowers and 

butterflies; Adonis Blue was especially abundant with hundreds floating over a meadow in the company of 

several Lace Border moths, a small yet attractive species with a very limited UK distribution. Before long we 

arrived back at the minibus but not before adding Woodlark and Long-tailed Tit to the bird list, and after some 

welcome refreshments and chocolate, we were soon homeward bound.  

Day 4 Monday 13th May 

Shortly after leaving the hotel, we came across a field awash with the blue of Meadow Clary which prompted us 

to make a stop, and we then proceeded to explore a floriferous bank nearby. In just a few minutes we found 

several orchid species growing along the woodland edge which hosted Dark-red Helleborine, Woodcock and 

Lady Orchids. The high-pitched song of a Firecrest and the less tuneful notes of a Short-toed Treecreeper rang 

out from the woodland canopy. 

 

After driving west for some thirty minutes, we arrived at the start of a circular walk close to the Chateau de 

Castlenaud. Setting off, we were soon confronted with an interesting and diverse mix of meadow and woodland 

plants: Spindle, Butcher’s Broom and Tassel Hyacinth. Our first butterfly of the day was a Green-veined White 

shortly followed by a confiding ‘southern’ Speckled Wood; when it landed, we were able to appreciate the orange 

hue of the wing spots which so often prompts confusion with the unrelated fritillaries. So typical of woodland, 

birds were hard to see but the occasional whistled notes of a Golden Oriole penetrated the dense emerald green 

canopy, along with the fluty song of Blackcaps. The same could not be said for a striking dark-morph Honey 

Buzzard seen soaring high above the forest later in the morning and although views were brief, folk were 

delighted to see this enigmatic species of raptor. 

 

Arriving at the pretty hamlet of La Treille, we paused for refreshments before heading back towards Castlenaud 

passing the imposing Chateau de Beynac where we found our first Common Twayblades of the tour. With time 

pressing on, we returned to the vehicles for lunch which was laid out on picnic tables in the dappled shade. 
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We spent the rest of the day exploring the Chateau de Castelnaud where we were greeted with a handsome male 

Redstart singing from a rooftop. This most impressive fortress was at one stage under English control and 

played an important role in the Hundred Years War. The chateau has been lovingly restored and boasts a 

fascinating collection of weapons, not to mention spectacular views of the surrounding countryside and River 

Dordogne below. The rest of the afternoon was not devoid of wildlife either, with Black Redstart, Serin and Crag 

Martins all common around the castle ground, while a splendid Scarce Swallowtail was a real crowd pleaser. 

 

Returning to the hotel, we took the scenic route which led us through the stunning commune of La Roque-

Gageac, which is dotted with Troglodyte dwellings in the cliffs rising above the village. The journey was further 

enlivened by close views of several low level Black Kites, which circled a tractor cutting hay. 

 

With the hotel kitchen closed for the evening, we headed down into Souillac, where we enjoyed an excellent 

dinner in a local restaurant. On the return journey, we stopped outside Nadaillac to listen for Nightjars; after ten 

minutes all was quiet so we decided to retire back to hotel when suddenly the distinctive ’churr’ of a male cut 

through the still night air. Stopped in our tracks, we fell silent, listening intently to the curious mechanical refrain 

of the ‘Dew Hawk’ – a most excellent end to a wonderfully varied day. 

Day 5 Tuesday 14th May 

Before breakfast, we started the day by ‘emptying’ a moth trap which had been left running overnight. An 

impressive number and variety of moths had found their way into the trap, which were duly identified, 

photographed and released unharmed. Most of the group were new to this method of observing moths and were 

amazed by the variety of colour, shape and size of this less-studied insect family. The most striking finds were 

the pretty pink Small Elephant Hawkmoth and the cryptic Buff-tip, which looks just like a snapped birch twig. 

However, there was also much interest in the more subtly coloured species like Great Prominent, Saxon and 

Pale-shouldered Cloud. 

 

After breakfast we headed east for the Marais de Bonnefont; a nature reserve with waymarked paths passing 

through a varied wetland landscape. Leaving the carpark, we spotted the distinctive silhouette of a shrike perched 

upright on a hedge – with the scope trained on a fine male Red-backed Shrike, we enjoyed all too brief views of 

this popular migrant before it flew into cover. After stopping again to admire the rich song of a Nightingale 

pouring from a copse, we arrived at a bank dotted with Lady and Burnt Orchids. However, it was the sight of a 

Marsh Fritillary that attracted the most attention, with several Duke of Burgundy butterflies making for some 

serious competition; this fritillary-like butterfly is in fact a member of the Metalmark family, an otherwise tropical 

group but for this sole European representative.  

 

Further along the track, we at last managed views of a Bonelli’s Warbler singing from low down in an oak, with 

its all-white throat and belly distinguishing it from the similar and more familiar Wood Warbler. From here we 

entered a wildflower meadow where Wood White, Brown Argus and more Marsh Fritillaries were flying actively, 

all pleasing finds, as was a Military Orchid; a great rarity back in the UK.  

 

Joining a boardwalk, we passed through some wet woodland rich in ground flora, with both Cuckoo Flower and 

Gipsywort catching our eye, with a sparkling Beautiful Demoiselle perched on the latter. Leading into a reedbed, 

we heard the distinctive jolting song of a Reed Warbler, and a Whitethroat made its towering song flight. 
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Arriving at a small pond which is a regular haunt of the strikingly patterned Marbled Newt, we spent several 

minutes searching before a large individual came up for air, allowing us to compare it with the smaller Palmate 

Newt. From here we returned to the visitor centre, taking advantage of some well-placed picnic benches in the 

shade. 

 

With the forecast predicting very warm afternoon temperatures, we decided to head for the cool of the Gouffre 

de Padirac, France’s most visited cave system. The ‘gouffre’, translated as chasm or sinkhole, was created at an 

undetermined point in time when the roof collapsed into a large internal cavern that is known to have existed in 

the 3rd century, and was inhabited during the 15th and 16th centuries. The chasm itself is more than 100 metres 

deep, and visitors descend either by lift or staircase. The cave contains a subterranean river system that is partly 

negotiable by boat, and is regarded as "one of the most extraordinary natural phenomena of the Massif Central". 

 

After a spell-binding boat journey along the Rivière Plane, we looked on in awe as the vault started to rise, the 

walls moved further apart, and the Lac de la Pluie appeared. This area of constant seepage is quite extraordinary 

and is the result of the thinner and more fissured ceiling which lets in rainwater that constantly replenishes the 

underground lake. The raindrops carry dissolved limestone, which they deposit in the form of stalactites which 

have come to form spectacular decorations, the most stunning of these is the Grande Pendeloque, or Great 

Chandelier, a 60 metre long series of calcite formations which seem to hang in mid-air. Having thoroughly 

enjoyed our subterranean visit, we returned to the hotel. 

Day 6 Wednesday 15th May 

This morning we made a longer drive into the neighbouring department of Corrèze in search of different 

geology and wildlife. A brief stop near Copeyre at a wonderful viewpoint overlooking the River Dordogne, 

boasted clumps of brightly coloured Blue Lettuce, and from our lofty vantage point we could see several Crag 

Martins flying below, giving an unusual perspective on this skilful flyer. 

 

Just to the south of Neuville, we set out on a circular walk taking us through woodland and open fields. Initially 

we travelled along a quiet road passing between woodland where a Goldcrest sang and it soon became obvious 

that the vegetation was quite different from our visits in the Lot and Dordogne, with perhaps the most obvious 

new plant being the large and impressive White Asphodel. Although a little windy, it was warm and butterflies 

were in evidence, with Sooty Cooper, Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Brimstone all on the wing. Crossing open 

fields, a Knapweed Fritillary put in a brief appearance, as did a stunning Swallowtail that was battling the wind 

before succumbing to its greater force and taking of as if turbo-charged. Two Woodlarks flew from under our 

feet, then proceeded to give their pleasant, if melancholy songs. Leaving the fields behind we entered more 

woodland where dozens of Mazarine Blues posed for the photographers as they ‘puddled’ on a patch of damp 

ground. As we continued our walk back to the minibus, a large and impressive Tau Emperor moth was spotted 

fluttering on the track. 

Lunch was a short drive away at Roc de Vic; a high point with commanding views stretching to the distant 

Massif Central where snow was still visible on the high peaks of Mont-Dore and the Plomb du Cantal. As lunch 

was being prepared, the group climbed the hill to enjoy the view and to search for the rare Forked Spleenwort 

which was duly found alongside Dyer’s Greenweed, Dwarf Gorse and Hairy Broom; all indicators of an acid soil. 

Next we headed for Puy Turlau, a site well known for its impressive orchid flora and with the sun shining bright, 

local butterflies were out in force. In a short space of time, a number of species were noted; several Meadow 
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Fritillaries flying over patches of rare Burrowing Clover were a particularly welcome addition to the species list. 

The path climbing the puy is lined with Calvary crosses and as we made our way towards the summit we passed 

one orchid after another, including our first Lesser Butterfly Orchids of the tour. However, these were upstaged 

by the numerous Tongue Orchids which were growing in their hundreds, perhaps in their thousands, across the 

whole site! A splendid male Blue Emperor posed beautifully on some tree heather, giving all a chance to capture 

on camera one of Europe’s largest and most impressive dragonflies. 

 

Back in the minibus we had barely pulled away, when we noticed several Black Kites following a tractor 

accompanied by a single Red Kite; in French this handsome bird is called ‘Milan Royal’, literally meaning Royal 

Kite. And as we looked on, it impressed its dominance by frequently chasing the lower ranking Black Kites 

despite being well outnumbered. 

 

With a little time in hand, it was decided to explore Martel on the way home; a village said to be one of the 

prettiest in all of France. On our arrival we found a café in the market square, enjoying some refreshments 

before returning to the hotel. 

Day 7 Thursday 16th May 

Having decided to run the moth trap a second time, several of us gathered before breakfast to see what had 

arrived. Colin was first to the trap and was rewarded with a sighting of the ‘resident’ Hoopoe. Two showy 

Patton’s Tigers were popular but a little moth not known from the UK (Spatalia argentina), took first prize for 

‘wow’ factor and was duly named the ‘Nadaillac Gem’. But again, several more cryptic species also caught our 

attention, including singles of Green Carpet, Portland Riband Wave and Pale Tussock. 

 

After breakfast the rest of the group inspected the overnight haul, then we set off for the high causses. Before 

starting out on a circular walk, we stopped to enjoy the songs of several birds competing for air time; a rich fluty 

Nightingale, the rattling Bonelli’s Warbler and the somewhat misnamed Melodious Warbler with its rasping, 

shuttling notes. 

 

Descending into a combe, we soon found the flower spikes of Early Purple and Fly Orchids which were present 

in good numbers under the shade of adjacent shrubs. The scree slopes provided other interesting plants in the 

shape of Southernwood and Small Toadflax and the same habitat was alive with insects and several attractive 

yellow and black Ascalaphids or Owl Flies rested in the grass allowing some close-up photos to be taken. 

Butterflies were numerous too, with Green Hairstreak, Duke of Burgundy and the handsome Glanville Fritillary 

all seen. Continuing down the track towards a gouffre, we stopped to enjoy two delicate plants more familiar as 

garden residents: the delicate Lily-of-the-Valley and some fine examples of the related Common Solomon’s Seal. 

After a detour via the flooded gouffre, seeing a Lead Belle moth along the way, we continued through woodland 

to a second, larger gouffre just in time to witness three divers surface from its watery depths! Despite our initial 

surprise, we were far more interested in the near-deafening calls of the abundant resident marsh frogs and an 

impressive gathering of ‘puddling’ blue butterflies of at least three different species. 

 

From here it was all uphill but the fine view over the gorge below was some consolation, not to mention two 

new species of butterfly; the large and striking Black-veined White and a stunning Southern White Admiral. 

Other lepidopterans included a Scarce Swallowtail and a Yellow Belle moth spotted close to an early-flowering 
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Lizard Orchid. With the path levelling at last, we were treated to the songs of a Whitethroat topping a hedge and 

a Skylark towering high overhead. While lunch was being prepared, the group investigated a pond close to the 

minibus which was rather low on water following a dry winter, sadly finding a dead Viperine Snake on the 

water’s edge. However, there was still sufficient water to attract some bathing Linnets and a pair of Common 

Swifts which repeatedly dipped down for a drink.  

 

After lunch, the rest of the afternoon was spent exploring Rocamadour, a very popular tourist destination but 

luckily we had the Cité Médiévale largely to ourselves. This small ‘hanging’ village has buildings which rise in 

stages up the side of a steep cliff (120 metres high) situated on the northern side of the Alzou Gorge. Just like 

the many pilgrims who visit each year, we started our ascent from the bottom of the gorge climbing the 216 

steps of the Grand Escalier staircase to reach the Chapelle Notre-Dame, with its Black Madonna statue (La 

Vierge Noire), and the Romanesque-Gothic Basilica of St-Sauveur. After a café stop and a little retail therapy for 

some, most of the group tackled the Chemin de Croix reaching the chateau on the top level where the minibus 

was waiting. From here we headed back to the hotel for our last dinner of the tour.  

Day 8 Friday 17th May 

Waking to steady rain we spent a leisurely time enjoying breakfast, followed by a packing session ahead of our 

return journey to the airport. However, four of the group were heading off directly from the hotel to extend their 

holidays elsewhere, so with the minibus loaded we bade each other farewell with just five of us departing for 

Limoges. During the drive we spent some time reflecting on what had been a very enjoyable visit to a charming 

corner of France, in the company of a friendly bunch of enthusiastic souls. Two hours later we arrived in the 

city, where we enjoyed an excellent restaurant lunch followed by some sight-seeing before heading to the airport. 

Once there we said our goodbyes, hoping we might meet again one day on another tour. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor     ✓       

2 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

3 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓     

4 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus   1 1       

5 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus   1         

6 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   1         

7 Red Kite  Milvus milvus         3   

8 Black Kite  Milvus migrans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

10 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

12 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus H H H H ✓ H 

13 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco H   H       

14 European Nightjar  Caprimulgus europaeus     H       

15 Common Swift  Apus apus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis 1           

17 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops       ✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

19 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis   ✓ ✓ H ✓   

20 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus     ✓ ✓ ✓   

21 Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo 1           

22 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio       1     

23 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus H H     H   

24 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

25 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

26 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

27 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

28 Northern Raven  Corvus corax ✓ ✓         

29 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

31 Woodlark  Lullula arborea H ✓   H ✓   

32 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis           ✓ 

33 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata           ✓ 

34 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

35 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

37 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti H           

38 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

39 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H 

40 Western Bonelli's Warbler  Phylloscopus bonelli   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus       H     

42 Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta H     H ✓ ✓ 

43 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   ✓   H   H 

45 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla H H H ✓ ✓ H 

46 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus         ✓   

47 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     H ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 

48 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea       H ✓ ✓ 

49 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla H ✓ H ✓ H   

50 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓       ✓   

51 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

52 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   ✓     ✓   

53 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus     ✓   ✓ ✓ 

54 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

55 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos ✓ H ✓ ✓ H ✓ 

56 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

57 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus     ✓       

58 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola         ✓ ✓ 

59 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

60 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   H H     ✓ 

61 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

62 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

63 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris         ✓   

64 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina         ✓ ✓ 

65 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓       ✓ 

66 European Serin  Serinus serinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H ✓ 

67 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   H       ✓ 

Mammals 

European Rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus Roe Deer, Capreolus capreolus 

Red Squirrel, Sciurus vulgaris Badger (scat), Meles meles 

Bat (sp. unknown),    

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Common Wall Lizard, Podarcis muralis Marsh Frog, Pelophylax ridibundus 

Viperine Snake (dead), Natrix maura Marbled Newt, Triturus marmoratus 

Palmate Newt, Lissotriton helveticus  

Dragonflies 

Banded Demoiselle, Calopteryx splendens Beautiful Demoiselle, Calopteryx virgo 

Southern Damselfly, Coenagrion mercuriale Large Red Damselfly, Pyrrhosoma nymphula 

Blue Emperor, Anax imperator  

Butterflies 

Swallowtail, Papilio machaon Scarce Swallowtail, Iphiclides podalirius 

Black-veined White, Aporia crataegi Small White, Pieris rapae 

Green-veined White, Pieris napi Orange Tip, Anthocharis cardamines 

Berger's Clouded Yellow, Colias alfacariensis Brimstone, Gonepteryx rhamni 

Cleopatra, Gonepteryx cleopatra Wood White, Leptidea sinapis 

Green Hairstreak, Callophrys rubi Small Copper, Lycaena phlaeas 

Sooty Copper, Lycaena tityrus Little Blue, Cupido minimus 

Holly Blue, Celastrina argiolus Green-underside Blue, Glaucopsyche alexis 

Brown Argus, Aricia agestis Mazarine Blue, Cyaniris semiargus 

Common Blue, Polyommatus icarus Adonis Blue, Lysandra bellargus 
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Duke of Burgundy, Hamaeris lucina Southern White Admiral, Limenitus reducta 

Large Tortoiseshell, Nymphalis polychloros Peacock, Inachis io 

Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui 

Small Tortoiseshell, Aglais urticae Comma, Polygonia c-album 

Silver-washed Fritillary, Argynnis paphia Pearl-bordered F, Boloria euphrosyne 

Small Pearl-bordered F, Boloria selene Weaver's Fritillary, Boloria dia 

Glanville Fritillary, Melitaea cinxia Knapweed Fritillary, Melitaea phoebe 

Spotted Fritillary, Melitaea didyma Heath Fritillary, Mellicta athalia 

Meadow Fritillary, Mellicta parthenoides Marsh Fritillary, Eurodryas aurinia 

Small Heath, Coenonympha pamphilus Pearly Heath, Coenonympha arcania 

Speckled Wood, Pararge aegeria Wall Brown, Lasiommata megera 

Grizzled Skipper, Pyrgus malvae Dingy Skipper, Erynnis tages 

Moths courtesy of Colin Burningham 

11th May moths on wall of hotel, attracted by night lights of the previous night 

Common Swift Treble-bar 

Lobster Moth Tawny Wave 

Small Rivulet Silver Cloud 

11th May seen during day 

Bagworm case, like Whittleia retiella Burnet Companion 

Black moth with white spots, something like Anania funebris 

12th May seen during day 

Alabonia geofrella (micro, bright colours) Adela australis (Longhorn) 

Lace Border Speckled Yellow 

Hummingbird Hawk-moth Goat moth larva 

13th May seen during day  

Muslin Moth, male and female  

14th May Moths from Moth trap, lit the previous evening 

Coronet Cream-spot Tiger 

Buff-tip Portland Ribbon Wave 

Lime-speck Pug Muslin Moth 

Oak Hook-tip Orange Footman 

Great Prominent Sharp-angled Peacock 

White Ermine Heart and Dart 

Nut-tree Tussock Emerald type 

Treble Lines Lunar Thorn 

Light Brocade Idaea filicata 

Pale Tussock Silver Cloud 

Saxon Small Elephant Hawk-moth 

Patton’s Tiger Light Feathered Rustic 

Idaea albarracina type Brussels Lace 

Cream Wave type with multiple cross-lines Codling moth 

Scopoaria pyralella Ptycholoma lecheana 
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15th May seen during day 

Common Heath Tau Emperor 

Theresimima ampellophaga (blue headed Forester type) Five-spot Burnet? 

Yellow Shell Speckled Yellow 

Black moth with white spots, something like Anania funebris 

16th May Moths from Moth trap, lit the previous evening 

Pale Tussock Green Carpet 

Buff-tip Cream Wave type with multiple cross-lines 

Coronet (both forms) Idaea filicata 

Common Swift Portland Ribbon Wave 

Scorched Wing Mocha 

Heart and Dart Oak Hook-tip (male and female) 

Muslin Moth Patton’s Tiger 

Chinese Character Orange Footman 

Least Black Arches Lace Border 

Marbled Minor ag Knot Grass 

Yellow-barred Brindle Light Feathered Rustic 

Small Elephant Hawk-moth Spatalia argentina (Argentine) 

Idaea albarracina type  

16th May seen during day 

July Belle Mullein Moth larva 

Chimney Sweeper Cranbid, heavily feathered 

Orchids 

Epipactis atrorubensDark Red Helleborine E. helleborineBroad-leaved Helleborine 

C. longifoliaSword-leaved Helleborine Limodorum abortivumViolet Limodore 

Neottia nidus-avisBird's-nest orchid Listera ovataTwayblade 

Platanthera bifoliaLesser Butterfly Orchid Aceras anthropophorumMan Orchid 

Dactylorhiza incarnata Early Marsh Orchid D. maculataHeath Spotted Orchid 

D. fuchsiiCommon Spotted Orchid Himatoglossum hircinumLizard Orchid 

Anacamptis pyramidalisPyramidal Orchid Orchis masculaEarly Purple Orchid 

O. morio Green-winged Orchid O. militarisMilitary Orchid 

O. purpureaLady Orchid O. simiaMonkey Orchid 

O. ustulataBurnt-tip Orchid Serapias linguaTongue Orchid 

Ophrys insectiferaFly Orchid O. apiferaBee Orchid 

O. scolopaxWoodcock Orchid  

plus hybrids   

O. militaris x O. purpurea   

 


