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Tour participants: Jason & Emilie Mitchell and Jean-Luc Touzé (leaders), with nine Naturetrek clients 

 

Summary 

 

This two-centre holiday in the middle of France gave an excellent insight into not only the dragonflies but also 

the abundant butterflies, birds and other wildlife of the region. The first two days were spent in the southern 

Vienne before we moved to the fascinating landscape of the Pinail reserve, and finally to Martizay where we 

spent three days in the Brenne - ‘the land of a thousand lakes’.  

 

The week’s weather was ideal for finding and photographing Odonata. Our first day in the field, was a pleasant 

23°C but most days were well into the high twenties, topping out at 30°C on two occasions. The emphasis was 

on getting good, diagnostic views of all species and by and large, this was achieved. The tour was a great success, 

built on the cameraderie and good humour of an enthusiastic group of keen-eyed naturalists. By the end of the 

week, we had recorded an impressive tally of 42 species of dragonfly, along with 104 bird and 40 butterfly 

species, together with a wide range of other insects and plants.  

 

The tour highlights were many, but a tour first in the form of a stunning male Pronged Clubtail, was right up 

there for most. Other crowd-pleasers included multiple Lesser Emperor sightings, including a pair ‘in tandem’, a 

magnificent summer-plumaged Slavonian Grebe hanging out with some princely Black-necked Grebes, a busy 

Bee-eater colony and five different fritillary butterfly species, including the striking Spotted Fritillary. All enjoyed 

in the delightfully unspoilt countryside of Vienne and La Brenne, with its gentle acoustic backdrop of Cuckoo, 

Turtle Dove and Nightingale heard all around. 

 

Day 1             Wednesday 8th June 
 

The tour started at St. Pancras International with a Eurostar journey to France, followed by a high-speed (TGV) 

train transfer, which arrived on time into Poitiers. With the minibus and car loaded, we made it to Montmorillon 

in time for a delicious evening meal, served in the hotel’s excellent restaurant. We discussed our programme for 

the coming week, after which an early night was taken following what had been a busy day of travel. 

 

Day 2                  Thursday 9th June 
 

After an excellent buffet breakfast, we headed off to an étang in the commune of Persac. Etangs are shallow, 

man-made lakes which vary greatly in size, and are fished either commercially, for sport, or both; the target 

species is often carp but pike, tench and various ‘silver fish’ are also present. This particularly interesting site 

combines three habitat types: an étang, a freshwater stream and a chalk stream.  

 

We began with the freshwater stream, which produced the first of many Banded Demoiselles, a species that 

would prove incredibly numerous throughout the week. Watching from a small footbridge, a medium sized 

dragonfly zigzagged low over the water and in heavy shade, suggested a Dusk Hawker but was in fact our first 

Orange-spotted Emerald – an exciting species long since extinct in the UK. While a fine Southern White 

Admiral and delicate Holly Blue danced in the dappled shade of the tree-lined stream, a Large Tortoishell put in 

a brief appearance too! 
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Moving on to the étang, we soon picked up many still and flowing water dragonfly species: our second 

demoiselles, the Beautiful Demoiselle, Orange Featherleg (a localised Vienne species and very difficult to find in 

the Brenne) and both 'red' damselflies – Large and Small. Dozens of Blue-eye skimmed the surface of the étang; 

belonging to the genus Erythromma, this species is technically a type of ‘red-eyed’ damselfly! Our first Gomphus of 

the week was a Western Clubtail and it proved to be a particularly popular find, perhaps because only one species 

of this sought-after family occurs in the UK, while France hosts a total of five species! Both Black-tailed and 

White-tailed Skimmers were found around the water's edge. The latter species doesn't occur in the UK and both 

sexes can be tricky to differentiate from its close cousin the Black-tailed Skimmer, especially in flight. Finally, 

several Keeled Skimmers were seen along the chalk stream, which was pleasing as they can be hard to find in La 

Brenne. Butterflies were quite numerous too; Marbled Whites and Meadow Browns were common but it was the 

less familiar Black-veined White which created the most interest.  

 

After lunch, we stayed for a while longer to further explore the chalk stream, which was absolutely buzzing with 

dragonflies. We then moved to another wetland site nearby, first stopping for refreshments in a charming village 

bar, where a Serin sang from its tree-top vantage in the adjacent ‘place’. 

 

The next site was a former gravel pit situated beside the river Vienne and this provided a quite different suite of 

habitats, with a lake and pond surrounded by scrub and rough grassland. Shortly after leaving the vehicles, a 

Fiery Clearwing was an interesting find and was soon followed by our second, albeit brief, view of an Orange-

spotted Emerald ‘hung up’ in bramble. The first of many Small Pincertails frequented an area of rough grassland, 

where several Spotted Fritillarys delighted an appreciative audience. On the water, dozens of Blue-eyes sat on 

floating algal mats, accompanied by several Azure Bluets. Returning towards Persac, we stopped at a bridge 

crossing the Vienne, where the purring song of a Turtle Dove tempted us on a brief stroll before returning to the 

hotel. 

 

Day 3             Friday 10th June 
 

Leaving the hotel, we headed south and soon arrived at Bois de l’Hospice. A short walk led to a quiet étang 

surrounded by broad-leaved woodland. It was already warming up nicely and butterflies were on the wing: Silver-

washed and Marbled Fritillarys, Brimstone, both species of white admiral but best of all, a Purple Hairstreak 

which was rescued from the surface of the lake. All the while Firecrests and Short-toed Treecreepers called from 

the dense canopy overhead. On the lake, a Blue Emperor was joined by White and Black-tailed Skimmers, the 

former being new for the list. 

 

Next we made a stop at an attractive small étang east of Moulismes, where the air was filled with the fluty notes 

of a Golden Oriole. Attracted by its rich song, we studied the canopy eventually enjoying brief views of the 

stunning migrant. In looking for the oriole, we found ourselves in an area of long grass and happened upon 

some newly emerged (teneral) Common Darters. The lake was alive with skimmers and chasers; Black-tailed and 

White-tailed Skimmers and Broad-bodied Chasers (‘BBCs’  for short) were all common, as were the fluorescent 

red male Broad Scarlets.  

 

For lunch we visited an étang near the village of Plaisance, which had some picnic tables conveniently positioned 

in the shade. While lunch was prepared, the group searched the margins finding good numbers of Large Red 

Damselflies and a couple of Orange Featherlegs.  
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Replete, we headed for a tributary of the river Benaise near Eports. Arriving at the pretty river crossing, ‘rafts’ of 

ovipositing Blue Featherlegs covered the surface, rising like a Mexican wave when disturbed. More than once, 

the well-named bright metallic green Brilliant Emerald dragonfly swept down from the canopy, making a speedy 

circuit low over the water before retreating once more into the treetops; this is a tireless species and hard to 

observe unless you get lucky and see it hang-up. Small Pincertails were numerous and our careful observation 

paid off, eventually finding its very similar blue-eyed cousin, the Large Pincertail, basking on bare ground. The 

Western Clubtail is another species fond of sunning itself on bare areas and one showed well, repeatedly landing 

on a gravelly bank mid-stream. Viewing with binoculars, we spotted some exuviae (molted larval exoskeletons) 

on the same island of gravel where the clubtail was basking, so Jason carefully waded out to retrieve some for 

later identification. 

 

From here we travelled north, exploring another stretch of river where we enjoyed a similar range of species. The 

surprise find was a dragonfly larva ‘lingering’ at the very edge of the river; it looked fully grown and was no 

doubt waiting until night-fall to leave the water and immerge in its adult form. The river was lined by small trees, 

offering an element of shade ideal for the Wester Spectre dragonfly, but sadly none were seen. However, 

emeralds enjoy similar conditions and our second Brilliant Emerald of the day put in a brief appearance. 

For the last stop of the day we visited an old mill in Trimouille, along another delightful section of the river 

Benaize. 

 

Day 4                 Saturday 11th June 
 

Today was the transitional day and we planned a visit to the very special Le Pinail National Nature Reserve near 

Poitiers, before making our way to our new hotel in La Brenne. The site is famed for its multitude of ponds 

which are the result of the extraction of millstones, the origin of which can be dated before the year one 

thousand. Pinail was one of the main quarries in France until the middle of the 19th century, supplying 

millstones to the mills until the exhaustion of the resource and the appearance of roller mills. The cut stones 

were sent to the banks of the Vienne, where they were loaded on barges and transported to the banks of the 

Loire, the Atlantic coast and even across the Atlantic.  

 

Entering the reserve, Pearly Heath butterflies were abundant and we connected with the first Large Chequered 

Skipper of the tour, as it ‘bounced’ along the path in front of us as if leading the way. The site is excellent for the 

sun-loving ‘whitefaces’ and in perfect conditions, it wasn’t long before we found a stunning male Yellow-spotted 

Whiteface holding territory on one of the many small ponds. Fortunately the whitefaces defend their territories 

from a perch and that’s exactly what it did, allowing great views and some stunning photographs to be taken. In 

the same area, we found our first Small Spreadwing along with dozens of Small Red Damselflies and a Ruddy 

Darter. In the distance, two Montagu’s Harriers hunted over the reserve. With Blue Emperors buzzing all 

around, we decided to brave the hot sun and complete the full circuit.  

 

This proved to be a good decision, as moments later a male Dartford Warbler sang from the top of a bush and a 

Honey Buzzard displayed overhead, and all the while a Grasshopper Warbler gave its reeling, insect-like song 

from cover. A little further on, a very confiding Downy Emerald made the tour list and with great excitement, 

we banked our second species of whiteface, this time the delicate, monochrome Lilypad Whiteface. Returning to 

the vehicles, an Orange-spotted Emerald perched briefly on some gorse and two Yellow-spotted Emeralds were 
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seen flying above a wooded ride, the latter a most unexpected find. In the same woodland, another spotted 

‘thing’ made the day list, this time two noisy Middle-spotted Woodpeckers. 

After lunch, we embarked on a cross-country drive east, taking in the unspoilt countryside of the Vienne and 

entering the subtly different landscape of La Brenne. On the way, we stopped at Vicq-sur-Gartempe in the hope 

of seeing a Blue Chaser and after a little searching, four of these beauties came out to play. On the river, an 

unimaginable number of Banded Demoiselles glittered in the dappled sun, while a band of Cattle Egrets picked 

flies around a grazing herd of cows in an adjacent field. 

 

Nearing La Brenne, we made a final stop in the charming village square of Angles-sur-l’Anglin, for some much-

needed refreshment before making a final push for Martizay. 

 

Day 5           Sunday 12th June 
 

In sunny but thundery conditions, we took a morning walk at Terre de Renard. This lovely site offers a range of 

habitats: heath, woodland and lakes. This diversity always produces good dragons, birds and butterflies. Minutes 

into the visit a Migrant Spreadwing was found roosting in some gorse, giving the opportunity to see the 

diagnostic bi-coloured wing spots. Further on a Melodious Warbler gave excellent views as it sang out in the 

open. We mused over its common name, deciding ‘melodious’ was an overstatement but agreed it was a rather 

attractive ‘songster’ nonetheless! Passing through an area of Tree Heather a number of Ruddy Darters perched, 

warming themselves in the early morning sun and a very teneral (immature) Blue Emperor was sat motionless in 

a hollow within the gorse. With its wings not fully hardened after its recent emergence, it was probably keeping a 

low profile. At the lake, both Common and Whiskered Terns dashed over its calm surface and along the reedy 

edge, a Purple Heron skulked and a Marsh Harrier floated on angled wings overhead. Returning to the car park, 

a Purple Hairstreak made for the perfect photographic subject – 2022 was proving to be an exceptional year for 

this lovely little butterfly. 

 

Following another tasty picnic, we stopped at a local café for refreshments before making a brief stop along the 

river Claise, where a village car park often hosts some good butterflies. Almost immediately a Lesser Purple 

Emperor sailed past, alighting just long enough for a few images to be captured. Over the next ten minutes, at 

least six of these grandiose butterflies were seen, including a gorgeous orange individual of the form clytie. The 

car park is bordered by elm and a careful search turned up two fresh White-letter Hairstreaks, never an easy 

species to find in Brenne. 

 

We then made our way to Taillis Renard, where a summer-plumaged Slavonian Grebe had been hanging out with 

its black-necked cousins. Arriving at the étang, our attentions were taken by an interesting darter but after much 

deliberation, we decided it was an aberrant form of Southern Darter. However, the extensive moustache had the 

leader thinking of rarer possibilities for a while. Combing the reed fringe turned up a very respectable twenty or 

so Winter Damselflies, proving to be the only ones seen all week. But before we could get to the birds, a friendly 

French ‘ornithologue’ pointed out the ‘Slav’. We then watched this cracking Brenne rarity, as it went about its 

business, diving for small fish and preening its exotic plumes. It really was quite special to have an opportunity to 

compare its finery with the superficially similar Black-necked Grebes with which it was keeping company. 

Overhead, several Black Kites were circling with their typically floppy flight action and a Marsh Harrier quartered 

the reeds. 
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The last stop of the day was the southern reaches of Etang Bellebouche, a site often producing numbers of 

Yellow-spotted Emeralds but despite our best efforts none were found, although several Small Spreadwings were 

a popular find. A Crested Tit gave its sprightly call from some tall conifers but despite a lengthy search, it was 

never heard or seen again. In still very warm conditions, we made our way back to the hotel stopping here and 

there for some Red-backed Shrikes, Turtle Doves and a soaring Honey Buzzard. 

 

Day 6                   Monday 13th June 
 

Waking to another glorious day, we decided on a visit to a breeding colony of very special Brenne birds – the 

European Bee-eater. Having carefully approached to within a hundred metres, we disembarked and used the 

vehicles as a screen, as not to cause any disturbance. They seemed unconcerned and we looked on in awe, as 

dozens of these exotic-looking birds hawked for insects. While some frequently returned to their burrows with 

food for their young, others perched on the sandy cliff face near the nest holes, warming themselves in the sun. 

In the fields around, Yellow Wagtails gave their cheery calls and a Quail darted across the track.  

 

Next we made our way to Etang Vieux, first stopping along a quiet road known for its population of Brenne 

Orchids - an endemic species only found in La Brenne! To our delight, a fine flowering specimen was soon 

located and well photographed. We then walked a vegetated, damp ditch in the hope of finding something new – 

we were not to be disappointed. Suddenly, a Gomphus sped past but quickly disappeared from sight and a careful 

search ensued. Moments later, a handsome male Pronged Clubtail was spotted settled on some rushes. Rubbing 

our eyes in disbelief, it continued to perch in full view, allowing the moment to be immortalised on camera. It 

was the first time the species had made it on to the tour list or been seen in the immediate area and furthermore, 

it is a rare species across Brenne, which has averaged just two sightings per year over the past thirty years – what 

a find! 

 

Continuing our walk towards the lake, a hay meadow was alive with Marbled Whites, Meadow Browns and a 

Ringlet. The same spot is a regular haunt for Wood Lark and sure enough, one delivered some fluty notes whilst 

making its bat-winged display flight overhead. Soon we connected with the hoped for Variable Bluet, with a 

number of these tricky-to-identify insects seen along a sunny forest track. Here, we also found a Common 

Spreadwing, surprisingly it turned out to be the only one of the tour – a strikingly coloured immature male. 

Toward the end of the ride, a Yellow-spotted Emerald was a class find, as it drifted to and fro defending its 

linear territory above our heads but ignored the abundant Broad Scarlets below. At the étang, the hoped for 

Lesser Emperors weren’t seen but a few Blue Chasers were ample compensation. The extensive reedbed here is 

perhaps the best place in La Brenne for breeding Bittern and ten minutes was spent watching for a feeding flight, 

only for our hearts to skip a beat more than once as a Purple Heron lifted from cover. 

 

After lunch and a coffee in Vendoeuvres, we explored part of the extensive Lancosme forest in search of 

another equally fascinating group of insects – the butterflies. And what a time we had, with over twenty species 

recorded, including Wood White, Silver-washed Fritillary, a mass of White Admirals and even the sought-after 

Woodland Brown. Stopping to watch some showy Marbled Fritillarys nectaring on a bramble patch, we were 

shocked to find the blooms were alive with thirty or more handsome metallic green Rose Chafers. As well as 

producing a great insect list, it was a joy to spend time in the cool shade of the forest, which was surely a lot 

more comfortable than being in the open on such a hot afternoon. 
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Following an epic day, we returned to the hotel ahead of another listing session, followed by dinner. 

 

 
Day 7                  Tuesday 14th June 
 

Our last full day in the field kicked off at an exceptional dragonfly hotspot known as Les Terres de Picadon 

which comprises several small to medium ponds, each with a slightly different character. Due to a fairly lengthy 

drought, the first two pools were rather dry but in one there was a Sympetrum species emerging from its larval 

skin – probably a Southern Darter. Over the next twenty minutes or so, we returned a number of times to follow 

its progress! Passing along a narrow path encroached by Tree Heather, a teneral spreadwing damselfly flitted up 

before quickly landing again amongst a tangle of stems. Due to the narrow nature of the path, we took turns in 

looking at the insect in an effort to ascertain the species, with all eventually agreeing on Western Willow 

Spreadwing; being both immature and female, the paler colouring and ‘chunkier’ proportions made identification 

a little trickier.  

 

Arriving at a large, lilypad-cover pond, we watched on as Black-tailed and White-tailed Skimmers, Four-spotted 

Chasers, ‘BBCs’ and Downy Emeralds whizzed in all directions but the hoped-for Lilypad Whiteface dragonflies 

were either ‘over’ or kept hidden from sight. Around the corner, an area of meadow was being grazed by a small 

rustic breed of sheep and as we watched their antics, a small blue damselfly was spotted in the grass. With 

patience we gained some descent views, identifying it as a Dainty Damselfly, in fact, three where eventually 

found flying over the same few square metres. 

 

Next we headed to Etang Foucault for a spot of (mostly) birding, this large étang can also be good for dragons 

and the track leading to the hides produced some Small Spreadwings, dozens of Broad Scarlets as well as some 

good butterflies as well, including a fine Scarce Swallowtail. From the hide, ducks and grebes were numerous but 

a Short-toed Eagle was the star bird. 

 

Lunch was taken a short drive away at Etang Mouton, where a few well-placed tree trunks set under a large oak 

gave some welcome shade. Fed and watered, we made a circuit of the lake. The first section was good for 

butterflies, where the more familiar Small Coppers and White Admirals were joined by a Short-tailed Blue; the 

latter being a new species for most of the group. Around the lake, the more shaded sections held a few Downy 

Emeralds and the sunnier parts were busy with the now usual-suspects, of various skimmers, chasers and darters 

but careful searching did turn up our one and only Common Darter of the tour. This is a species which peaks 

towards the end of summer and continues well into the autumn, so it was pleasing to find one before the week 

was out. Returning to the vehicles, we headed to the last site of the day – Etang Massé. 

 

Once at Massé, we made a bee-line for the lake and in addition to the various herons, we spent time ‘scoping’ 

some red-eyed damsels and with the aid of Sarah’s ‘super zoom’, we eventually confirmed that they were Large 

Red-eye, rather than their smaller cousin. 

 

Following another full-on day, we decided some drinks and ice creams were in order and retired to a small 

restaurant overlooking Etang Gabriére. However, there was little time to relax, as a large hawker suddenly came 

into view. As we tracked the insect patrolling its territory, it soon became evident that we had found our first 

Lesser Emperor of the tour and incredibly, this handsome dragonfly was shortly joined by a second! Feeling 
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most content, we returned to base for our last dinner of the tour and reflected on what had been an amazing 

week. 

 

 

 

Day 8           Wednesday 15th June 
 

With the train departing mid-afternoon, there was time to take in one last site. So after breakfast, we packed, 

loaded the vehicles and bade Benjamin farewell. A short drive later and we arrived at the River Creuse near 

Lurais, yet another excellent dragonfly site. The river was swarming with Blue-eyes, Blue Featherlegs and good 

numbers of Azure Bluet. On the sandy shore, Small Pincertails were numerous but the best was yet to come. 

Suddenly a dark, slender dragonfly appeared, it was a cracking Orange-spotted Emerald and unlike those seen 

previously, this individual patrolled close and low to the river bank just metres away, giving amazing views. And 

just as we thought things couldn’t get any better, a Lesser Emperor appeared, not one but a mating pair which 

flew in tandem making several passes and egg-laying in the marginal vegetation. But all too soon, it was time to 

go but the promise of lunch at a local restaurant made it less of a wrench!  

 

Following some excellent pizza and wine, we made the final push for Poitiers where Jason and Emilie bid the 

group “bon voyage”, before they boarded the train back to Blighty. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species lists 

Dragonflies 

    June 2022 

Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo 1 ✓   ✓       

Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens 6 ✓ 100
s 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Western Willow Spreadwing (Willow 
Emerald Damselfly) 

Lestes viridis           1   

Migrant Spreadwing (Southern Emerald 
Damselfly) 

Lestes barbarus       c10       

Small Spreadwing Lestes virens     1 6 ✓ ✓   

Common Spreadwing (Emerald Damselfly) Lestes sponsa         1     

Common Winter Damsel Sympecma fusca       c20       

Blue Featherleg (White-legged Damselfly) Platycnemis pennipes ✓ ✓ 100
s 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Orange Featherleg Platycnemis acutipennis 50 2           

Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula c10 c20 c10   1   ✓ 

Small Red Damselfly Ceriagrion tenellum 8   c40         

Blue-eye (Goblet-marked Damselfly) Erythromma lindenii ✓   ✓       ✓ 

Large Red-eye (Red-eyed Damselfly) Erythromma najas   1       ✓   

Small Red-eye (Small Red-eyed Damselfly) Erythromma viridulum   1   6 ✓     

Azure Bluet (Azure Damselfly) Coenagrion puella ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Variable Bluet (Variable Damselfly) Coenagrion pulchellum         4     

Dainty Bluet (Dainty Damselfly) Coenagrion scitulum           3   

Common Bluet (Common Blue Damselfly) Enallagma cyathigerum   1 ✓ 6 ✓ ✓   

Common Blue-tail (Blue-tailed Damselfly) Ischnura elegans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Blue Emperor (Emperor Dragonfly) Anax imperator 4 ✓ c50 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope           2 2 

Common Club-tail (Club-tailed Dragonfly) Gomphus vulgatissimus   2           

Pronged Clubtail Gomphus graslinii         1     

Western Club-tail Gomphus pulchellus 2 2     1     

Small Pincertail Onychogomphus 
forcipatus 

8 c15 c10       ✓ 

Large Pincertail Onychogomphus uncatus   1           

Downy Emerald Cordulia aenea     4   1 2 2 

Brilliant Emerald Somatochlora metallica   2           

Yellow-spotted Emerald Somatochlora 
flavomaculata 

    2   4     

Orange-spotted Emerald Oxygastra curtisii 2   1       1 

Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata   4 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Blue Chaser (Scarce Chaser) Libellula fulva     3   4 1   

Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa 4 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

White-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum albistylum ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Keeled Skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens 3             

Yellow-spotted (Large) Whiteface Leucorrhinia pectoralis     3         

Lilypad Whiteface Leucorrhinia caudalis     2         

Broad Scarlet (Scarlet Darter) Crocothemis erythraea 5 6 c15 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum   2       1   

Southern Darter Sympetrum meridionale       ✓   ✓   

Ruddy Darter Sympetrum sanguineum     1 4   2   
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Lepidoptera 

    June 2022 

Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius           ✓   

Black-veined White Aporia crataegi ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Large White Pieris brassicae     ✓     ✓   

Small White Pieris rapae ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 

Green-veined White Pieris napi       ✓   ✓   

Clouded Yellow Colias crocea     ✓     ✓   

Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Wood White Leptidea sinapis     2 ✓ ✓ ✓   

Purple Hairstreak Quercusia quercus   1 1 2 ✓ ✓   

White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album       2       

Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas ✓             

Short-tailed Blue Everes argiades           ✓   

Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 

Lesser Purple Emperor  Apatura ilia       6 ✓     

Southern White Admiral Limenitis reducta ✓ ✓           

White Admiral  Limenitis camilla   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Peacock Inachis io ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Painted Lady Cynthia cardui ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

Large Tortoiseshell  Nymphalis polychloros ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Comma Butterfly  Polygonia c-album ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Map Butterfly Araschnia levana   ✓           

Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Marbled Fritillary Brenthis daphne   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe   ✓           

Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma ✓             

Heath Fritillary  Mellicta athalia         ✓     

Marbled White Melanargia galathea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus         ✓     

Small Heath  Coenonympha pamphilus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Pearly Heath  Coenonympha arcania     ✓ ✓ ✓     

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera     ✓     ✓   

Woodland Brown Lopinga achine         ✓ ✓   

Large Chequered Skipper Heteropterus morpheus     ✓   ✓     

Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris   ✓ ✓       ✓ 

Large Skipper  Ochlodes venata ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ 

5-spot Burnet Zygaena trifolii               

6-spot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae               

Brown China Mark Moth Elophila nymphaeata                

Burnet Companion Euclidia glyphica               

Cinnabar Tyria jacobaea               

Common Heath Ematurga atomaria               

Humming-bird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellarum               

White Ermine Spilosoma lubricipeda                

Yellow Shell Camptogramma bilineata               
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Birds (h = Heard only) 

    June 2022 

Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Common Quail Coturnix coturnix         h     

Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus     ✓         

Mute Swan Cygnus olor       ✓ ✓ ✓   

Gadwall Mareca strepera       ✓   ✓   

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca           ✓   

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina           ✓   

Common Pochard Aythya ferina       ✓ ✓ ✓   

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula       ✓   ✓   

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   ✓   ✓   ✓   

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus       1       

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus       ✓ ✓ ✓   

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis       ✓       

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax     ✓ ✓   ✓   

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   12 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea       ✓ ✓ ✓   

Great Egret Ardea alba       ✓   ✓   

Little Egret Egretta garzetta       ✓ ✓ ✓   

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo       ✓   ✓   

European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus     1 3       

Black Kite Milvus migrans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus         ✓ 3   

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus         ✓ ✓   

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus     2         

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo           ✓   

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus       3   ✓   

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus       ✓   ✓   

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus       ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Tern Sterna hirundo           ✓   

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida       ✓ ✓ ✓   

Stock Dove Columba oenas       ✓ ✓     

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus h ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Swift Apus apus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

European Bee-Eater Merops apiaster   1 ✓   c.30     

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops   2 ✓ ✓   ✓   

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor   h   ✓       

Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocoptes medius   h 2   h h   

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius         h     

European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis   ✓ ✓         
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    June 2022 

Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio ✓   1 ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus h ✓   ✓   ✓   

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Rook Corvus frugilegus ✓             

Carrion Crow Corvus corone ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris ✓       ✓ ✓   

Great Tit Parus major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Woodlark Lullula arborea       1 ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli     ✓ ✓ ✓     

Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus       ✓ ✓ ✓   

Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Grasshopper 
Warbler Locustella naevia     ✓ ✓       

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Whitethroat Curruca communis     ✓ ✓   ✓   

Dartford Warbler Curruca undata     ✓         

Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes ✓ ✓   ✓       

Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos ✓ ✓     ✓     

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   ✓   ✓ ✓     

European Robin Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos h ✓   ✓ ✓     

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata   ✓     1 1   

House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Dunnock Prunella modularis ✓   ✓ ✓       

Yellow (Blue-headed) Wagtail Motacilla flava (flava)         4 ✓   

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓         

White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

European Serin Serinus serinus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris ✓   ✓ ✓       

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   ✓ ✓ ✓       
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    June 2022 

Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula       ✓       

Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes       2       

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella           ✓   

Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus ✓ ✓     ✓     

 

Others (d = dead, s = signs) 

    June 2022 

Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Mammals                 

Brown Hare Lepus europaeus ✓ ✓     ✓     

Coypu Mycocastor coypus   ✓   ✓       

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus     d         

Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris         ✓     

Wild Boar Sus scrofa       s       

Marten sp.     ✓           

                  

Amphibians                 

Agile Frog Rana dalmatina       ✓       

Edible Frog Rana esculenta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Common Toad Spiny Bufo bufo ✓             

Palmate Newt Lissotriton helveticus ✓             

                  

Reptiles                 

Green Lizard Lacerta viridis       ✓       

Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

Grass Snake Natrix natrix   ✓           

                  

Orchids                 

Southern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa        ✓       

Brenne Orchid Dactylorhiza brennensis       ✓       

Lizard Orchid Himantoglossum hircinum ✓             

Broad-leaved Helleborine Epipactis helleborine       ✓       

 

 

 

 

 
 


