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Tour participants: Paul Harmes (leader) with five Naturetrek clients      

Day 1  Wednesday 6th July 

Travel London Heathrow - Lyon St.Exupery Airport – La Chapelle en Vercors 

Three group members met Paul Heathrow’s Terminal 3 for the 8.45am British Airways flight BA360 to Lyon St. 

Exupery. Upon our arrival, we soon completed passport control and baggage reclaim and made our way out to 

the arrivals area, where we met with the two remaining group members, who had arrived from other airports. 

Outside the terminal, we found the bus stop for the bus to the car-rental area, in order to collect the minibuses. 

Soon the luggage was stowed, and we boarded the vehicle for the journey to the Vercors region.  

 

We drove south-westwards on the A43 and A48 Motorways, stopping to buy lunch and for a short comfort 

break at Aire L’Isle d’Abeau service area, before continuing south towards Grenoble. Along the way, we 

recorded Jackdaw, Carrion Crow, Common Blackbird, Rook, Grey Heron and Black Kite. 

 

We stpped for our picnic at the Aire de Burcin rest area. Common Swift, Red Kite, Chaffinch and Blue Tit were 

added whilst we ate. Before moving on, we explored some rough grassland. Here we recorded Centaurea scabiosa 

(Greater Knapweed), Linaria vulgaris (Common Toadflax), Pteridium aquilinum (Bracken) and Campanula rotundifolia 

(Harebell), together with a good number of butterfly species, including Mazarine Blue, Southern Speckled Wood, 

Marbled White, Weaver’s Fritillary, Queen of Spain Fritillary, Dingy Skipper, Red-underwing Skipper, Common 

Blue and Brown Argus. There was also Burnet Companion moth. 

 

We now made our way to the area surrounding Grenoble Isère Airport, making two stops to explore. The first 

was beside a field of Sunflowers. Ambrosia artemisiifolia (Ragweed) and Amaranthus retroflexus (Common Amaranth) 

were weeds in the fields and we also saw Scarce Swallowtail. At the second stop by some Maize fields, we added 

Goldfinch and heard Greenfinch, as well as seeing Clouded Yellow, Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell and Weaver’s 

Fritillary. 

 

Continuing our journey via St. Marcellin, we made our way through Pont en Royans, the Petit Goulets and the 

Grand Goulets and on to La Chapelle en Vercors and the Hotel Bellier, our base for the week. After settling into 

our rooms, we met up again and Paul outlined the plan for the next day and the hotel logistics, before it was time 

for our evening meal. 

Day 2 Thursday 7th July 

Font d’Urle – St. Jean en Ryans 

We started the day with a short excursion to Vassieux en Vercors, where we made a short stop at the cemetery 

where the victims of the Nazi massacre at that village, during the Second World War, are buried. Whilst we were 

here, Great Banded Grayling, Marbled White, Weaver’s Fritillary, Queen of Spain Fritillary and Niobe Fritillary  

were recorded. Plants included Carduus nutans (Nodding Thistle), Helianthemum nummularium (Common Rock-

rose), Tragopogon pratense (Goat’s-beard) and Asperula rupicola (a Squinancywort). For the birds, there was Barn 

Swallow and Skylark. In addition, we also saw two species of Burnet Moth, Zygaena carniolica and Zygaena 

transalpina (Southern Six-spot Burnet) as well as several Forester Moths. 
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We now moved towards the Font d’Urle, an area of open limestone crags and meadows used for skiing in 

winter. Along the way we paused on the Col de la Chau. Here a small sun-trap produced Great Sooty Satyr, 

Blue-spot Hairstreak, Damon Blue, Scarce Copper, Carline Skipper, Apollo and Large Wall Brown. There was 

also a large plant of Epilobium dodonaei (a Willowherb). 

 

Ariving at the Font d’Urle, we set off for a walk in a very stiff breeze. As we went, we recorded Alpine Chough, 

in some numbers, Black Redstart, Northern Wheatear, Water Pipit and Griffon Vulture, as well as a solitary 

Alpine Marmot. Campanula rhomboidalis (Broad-leaved Bellflower), Veronica spicata (Spiked Speedwell), Dianthus 

monspessulanus (Fringed Pink), Gymnadenia austriaca var. gallica (Black Vanilla Orchid), Allium rotundum (an Onion) 

and Phyteuma orbiculare (Round-headed Rampion) were also seen. Insects were difficult in the wind but Dark 

Green Fritillary and Apollo butterflies, Ochraceous Wave and Purple Treble-bar moths, and Green Mountain 

Grasshopper were all noted. 

 

Returning to the vehicles, we made our way to the Forêt de Lente, where we set up out picnic lunch. Whilst 

eating, good numbers of Scarce Copper, Large White, Essex Skipper and High Brown Fritillary butterflies, and 

Polygonatum verticillatum (Whorled Solomon’s-seal) and Neottia nidus-avis (Bird’s-nest Orchid) were added. Blackcap 

was heard singing and Short-toed Eagle and Common Buzzard seen. 

 

Following lunch, we moved on through the precipitous Route Combe Laval towards St. Jean en Royans, where 

we visited the Hypermarket, to do the week’s picnic shopping. Whilst our leader was shopping, we explored a 

small, rough field, sometimes use to graze horses. Here we found Small Heath, Adonis Blue and Berger’s 

Clouded Yellow butterflies, before setting off on the return journey to La Chapelle.  

 

At a point above St. Jean en Royans we stopped to examine a low cliff. Here we saw Asplenium ruta-muraria (Wall 

Rue), Asplenium fontanum, Polgonatum multiflorum (Solomon’s-seal), Tilia platyphyllos (Broad-leaved Lime) and Linaria 

repens (Striped Toadflax) as well as Saponaria officinalis (Soapwort), which was entertaining two Hummingbird 

Hawk-moths. 

 

Our last stop of the day, before making our way back to our hotel, was on the Col de I’Echarasson, where we 

added three new butterfly species: from a sunny ride in woodland, Sloe Hairstreak and Heath Fritillary, and a 

wide grassy verge, a Purple Emperor, which took a liking to Hugh’s jacket! 

Day 3 Friday 8th July 

Bois de Mures - Les Bruyeres – Les Merciers 

Following a splendid breakfast, we made our way up to the northern end of the Vercors plateau, to the town of 

Lans en Vercors. Here, we made our way to the forest of the Bois de Mures, in search of the elusive Epipogium 

aphyllum (Ghost Orchid). After much searching, we managed to find a small group of six. We also added Epipactis 

muelleri (Mueller’s Helleborine), Luzula nivea (Snowy Wood-rush), Melampyrum nemorosum (a Cow-wheat), Galium 

rotundifolium (Round-leaved Bedstraw) and Epipactis leptochila (Narrow-lipped Helleborine). There was Silver-

washed Fritillary and High Brown Fritillary also. 
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Moving on, we made our way to the small hamlet of Les Merciers, where we had our picnic, before setting off to 

explore a steep path, rocky lane-sides and some meadows. It was a bright, sunny afternoon, and insects were 

active. As we left the minibus and walked up a steep wooded path, Scarce Copper, Provence Chalk-hill Blue, 

Meadow Brown, Marbled White, Large Wall Brown, Arran Brown, Woodland Grayling and Scotch Argus 

butterflies were all noted. Dianthus sylvestris (Wood Pink), Epipactis atrorubens (Dark-red Helleborine) and 

Buphthalmum salicifolium (Yellow Ox-eye) were all recorded, as well as two distant Common Buzzard, while 

Yellowhammer was heard. Some rocky meadows produced Gentiana cruciata (Cross Gentian), Siler montanum 

(Sermountain), Teucrium chamaedrys (Wall Germander) and Lilium martagon (Martagon Liliy), in fruit. Silver-washed 

Fritillary, Comma Butterfly, Pearly Heath, Small Skipper, Darwin’s Heath and Damon Blue butterflies were also 

added. Making our way back to the bus along a quiet rocky lane, we added Cuscuta europaea (Great Dodder), 

Sedum dasyphyllum (Fat-leaved Stonecrop) and Rumex scutatus (French Sorrel). Meanwhile some of the group saw a 

Large Tortoiseshell, Purple Emperor and Red Admiral. 

 

We now made our way to the wet meadows at Les Bruyères, hoping to try and find Marsh Warbler. In fields 

beside the road a single Grey Heron was hunting. A small pond had a good stand of Typha angustifolia (Lesser 

Bullrush), Broad-bodied and Four-spotted Chaser dragonflies and a substantial population of the hybrid Edible 

Frog. Other plants included Vicia cracca (Tufted Vetch), Trifolium hybridum (Alsike Clover) and Sanguisorba officinalis 

(Great Burnet). Butterflies included Wood White, Marbled White and Pearly Heath. The elusive Marsh Warbler 

was heard but not seen. 

 

We now made our way back to La Chapplle en Vercors, for dinner. After eating, Paul set a moth trap. 

Day 4 Saturday 9th July 

Presles – Forêt Communuale des Coulmes – Pont en Royans  

At 6.30am, we met in the hotel garden to examine the catch in the moth trap. Among the macros, there were 

Guernsey Underwing, Heart and Dart, Tawny Speckled Pug, Coronet, Clouded-bordered Brindle, Muslin 

Footman, Least Carpet, and the Noctuid Hoplodrina respersa. Micros included Orange-spotted Shoot (Rhyacionia 

pinocolina), Pearl Grass-veneer (Catoptria pinella), Codlin Moth (Cydia promonella) and the Chequered Grass-veneer 

(Catoptria falsella).  

 

Following another excellent breakfast, we left the hotel and drove south once again through the Grand Goulets 

Tunnel, down to Ste. Eulalie en Royans and up through Pont en Royans to where we turned west and began to 

climb up towards the Route de Presles. This is a magnificent limestone cliff formation, overlooking the 

Commune de Châtelus and the valley of the River Bourne. We made our first stop about three-quarters of the 

way up, where we explored the banks and woodland and meadows beside a quiet lane. Here we found Catanache 

caerulea (Blue Catanache), Quercus pubescens (Downy Oak), Epipactis muelleri (Mueller’s Helleborine) and Anthericum 

ramosum (Branched St. Bernard’s Lily). Butterflies included Marbled White, Lulworth Skipper, Wall Brown, 

Woodland Grayling, Weaver’s Fritillary, Berger’s  Clouded Yellow, Mazarine Blue and Swallowtail, together with 

the Cicada Tibicen plebejus. 

 

We now moved on up to the higher cliffs of the Route de Presles, and on into the Forêt Domaniale des Coulmes 

to a picnic site at the Fontaine de Petouze. Before our picnic, we explored some large grassy clearings, finding. 

Marbled Fritillary, Large White, Woodland Grayling, Small Skipper, Wood White, Scarce Copper, Large Blue, 



France – Vercors in Summer  Tour Report 

 

 

 PAGE 6  © Naturetrek     December 22 

 

and High Brown Fritillary butterflies. For the plants, Lilium martagon (Martagon Lily), Stachys alpina (Alpine 

Woundwort) and Sambucus ebulus (Dwarf Elder) were also recorded. We also found Great Green Bush-cricket 

and Rose Chafer. Whilst eating our lunch, we had a fly over from a Black Woodpecker. 

 

We now rejoined our vehicles and made our way back down through Presles to the grassy scarp-slope of the 

Rocher de Presles. Here we added Sooty Copper, Cleopatra, Small Copper and Scarce Swallowtail. We then 

continued down the Route de Presles, and on towards Pont en Royans, pausing to check the river-gorge bank, 

which had Buddleja vegetation, on which we found Pale Clouded Yellow and White Admiral, Hummingbird and 

Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moths. 

 

Parking on the outskirts of the town, we visited one of several artisan ice cream shops, for afternoon 

refreshments. Whilst enjoying them Swifts were racing around over the river. 

 

Our final stop of the day was on the Grand Goulets where we examined the broad road margins and some 

rough scrub. There were no additional species added from here. It was then time to make our way back to our 

hotel for dinner. 

Day 5 Sunday 10th July 

Col de la Bataille – Gigors – Col de Bacchus – Forêt de Lente 

Today, we made our way down towards Beaufort sur Gervanne, to an area of scrubby pine woodland and rough 

fields.  

After an earlier breakfast, we set off in a south-west direction, through the Forêt de Lente, and up to the Col de 

la Bataille. As we drove, our attention was taken by a large flock of Common Swift, with a couple of Alpine Swift 

among them. There were also Raven, Red-backed Shrike and Kestrel. We paused briefly at the Col to admire the 

spectacular views, before dropping down the west side towards Leoncel. Here we saw, Alpine Cough, Blackcap 

and White Wagtail. There were also Senecio ovatus agg. (an Alpine Ragwort), Rumex scutatus (French Sorrel) and 

Aconitum napellus (Monk’s-hood). There were also Marbled White, and Large Wall brown butterflies. 

We now made our way south-east down towards Gigors, near Beaufort sur Gervanne, parking in some light 

pine, scrubby woodland. Here, we found Common Buzzard, Common Starling and Turtle Dove, as well as 

Centaurea solstitialis (Yellow Star Thistle), Centaurea diffusa (Diffuse Knapweed), Dianthus gratianopolitanus (Cheddar 

Pink) and Bituminaria bituminosa (Pitch Trefoil). In the hot sun, insects were very active. Knapweed Fritillary, 

Meadow Brown, Wood White, Great Banded Grayling, Gatekeeper and Clouded Yellow among the butterflies. 

There was also Red-winged Grashooper, Owl Fly and Metalic Wood-borer Beetle. 

After lunch, we made a short hop to an area of arable margins. Silene noctiflora (Night-flowering Catchfly), 

Euphorbia exigua (Dwarf Spurge), Ajuga chamaepitys (Ground-pine), and Agrostemma githago (Corncockle) were 

recorded, together with Rock Sparrow and more Turtle Doves. 

We now began to retrace our steps back towards La Chapelle, making our next stop on the Col de Bacchus, 

where we explored a very quiet country lane. Among the plants we found Hypericum perforatum (Perforate St. 

John’s-wort, Lonicera xylosteum (Fly Honeysuckle), Himantoglossum hircinum (Lizard Orchid) and Lavandula officinalis 
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(Wild Lavaender). Butterflies included Chalk-hill Blue, Brown Argus, Large White and Lulworth Skipper. There 

were also Transparent Burnet, Six-spot Burnet and Burnet Companion moths. 

After stopping in Leoncel for refreshments, we made our last stop in the Forêt de Lente, to examine a large 

stand of Sambucus ebulus (Dwarf Elder), a splendid nectar source for insects. Here we recorded, Dark Green 

Fritillary, Silver-washed Fritillary, including the female variant forma valezina, Queen of Spain Fritillary, Small 

Skipper and Pearly Heath butterflies, the Hornet and Pelucid Hoverflies, Hornet and Common Wasp. 

We now continued back to our hotel for dinner. 

Day 6 Monday 11th July 

Réserve Naturelle des Hauts Plateaux du Vercors 

This morning’s moth trap produced, Buff Footman, Poplar Hawk-moth, Light Emerald, Black Arches, Spectacle 

and White Point for the macros. Micros included Common Yellow Conch (Agapeta hammana), Chequered Grass-

veneer (Catoptria falsella) and Box-tree Moth (Cydalima perspectalis). Some group members took a pre-breakfast 

walk, reporting Garden Warbler, Serin, Coal Tit and Firecrest in the hotel gardens. A short walk away both 

Common and Black Redstart gave fine views. A Green Woodpecker flew over and perched briefly while an early 

Common Buzzard was just getting up into the sky and a male and female Red-backed Shrike were spotted at a 

field edge.  

 

After breakfast, we made the short journey south through St. Agnan en Vercors, towards Rousset, before turning 

left and making our way up along the forest road to the Réserve Naturelle des Hauts Plateaux du Vercors, where 

we parked in the car park at La Coche. Along the way, we made a brief stop at a viewpoint for photos. The 

morning was sunny and warm as we set off to explore the forest tracks and woodland clearings, and it was not 

long, before we made our first sightings: Polystichum aculeatum (Hard Shield-fern) and Rosa glauca (Red-leaved 

Rose), quickly followed by Almond-eyed Ringlet, Apollo, Large Wall Brown, Heath Fritillary and Mazarine Blue 

butterflies. On the track, passing horses had left their droppings and these had small groups of Dingy and Large 

Grizzled Skippers on them.  Moths were represented by Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth and Scarlet Tiger. 

 

Moving through the woodland, we emerged into some large glades. Here we found Bupleurum falcatum subsp. 

cernuum (a Hare’s-ear), Polygonatum verticillatum (Whorled Solomon’s-seal), Siler montanum (Sermountain), Dianthus 

sylvestris (Wood Pink), Sempervivum tectorum (Common Houseleek), Himantoglossum hircinum (Lizard Orchid), 

Veronica austriaca (Large Speedwell) and Phyteuma orbiculare (Round-headed Rampion). This was quite a sun-trap 

and the buttersflies were very numerous, with Large Skipper, False Heath Fritillary, Southern White Admiral, 

Titania’s Fritillary, Painted Lady, Apollo and Silver-washed Fritillary all recorded. 

 

In addition, we recorded a number of other insects, among which there were the Longhorn Beetle Stenurella 

bifasciata, Green Mountain Grasshopper, Hornet Hoverfly, Honey Bee, Rose Chafer and the Soldier Beetle 

Tricodes apiarius. 

 

Birders in the group who were keen to try for Citril Finch, a mountain speciality, and  had walked on ahead. On 

the way up they picked out Crested Tit and Ring Ouzel, though Citril Finch remained elusive. A low flying 

Honey Buzzard partly raised spirits again.  
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At La Coche, we took lunch in the shade of some trees to keep out of the sun, before moving on to explore the 

forest route around the rear of the plateau. We paused to take in the spectacular views of the Grand Veymont, 

before making our way down to the valley, where we stopped by a verge bank at Les Munières. Here we walked 

up into the trees, where Paul knew a colony of Goodyeara repens (Creeping Ladies-tresses), growing with Pyrola 

minor (Common Wintergreen). On the verge we found Neotinea ustulata (Burnt Orchid) and Epipactis atrorubens 

(Dark-red Helleborine). 

 

From here, we made our way back to our hotel form some well-earned refreshments before dinner. 

Day 7 Tuesday 12th July 

Pas de I’Oeille. 

The principal objective for today was to make a walk up toward the Pas de l’Oeille, above Villard de Lans. After 

breakfast we drove up to the low-level cable-car station at Le Balcon Cote 2000, and caught the 9.15am cable car 

to L’ Altitude 2000 upper station at 1,720 metres. From the cable-car station, we began to make our way up the 

well-signposted track. Along the way we recorded Mountain Clouded Yellow, Mazarine Blue, False Heath 

Fritillary, Silver-studded Blue and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies. As we progressed, we found Hypericum richeri 

subsp. burseri (an Alpine St. John’s-wort), emerging Saxifraga aizoides (Yellow Mountain Saxifrage), Sideritis 

hyssopifloia and Pinus uncinata (Mountain Pine). We also had good views of Coal Tit, Alpine Chough, Raven and 

Black Redstart. 

 

The path to the Pas de l’Oeille was uneven, but level, and as we went, we paused for water and to scan for Ibex. 

We encountered several whistling Alpine Marmots, one or two of which were basking in the sunshine. We also 

recorded Common Brassy Ringlet, Swallowtail, Geranium Argus, Heath Fritillary, False Heath Fritillary, Wall 

Brown and Small Heath. We stopped for lunch in an area of broken limestone boulders, enjoying our picnic with 

the addition of stunning views. In the distance we had intermittent views of Alpine Chamois, which kept moving 

behind trees and rocks, and fleeting, distant, glimpses of Alpine Ibex.  After eating we continued a short distance 

to an area of sheltered rocks, where we found Doronicum grandiflora (Large-flowered Leopard’s-bane), Globularia 

cordifolia (Matted Globularia), Traunsteinera globosa (Round-headed Orchid), Kernera saxatilis (Kernera), Hornungia 

(Pritzelago) alpina (Chamois Cress) and Allium nacissiflorum (Narcissus-flowered Onion), among numerous others. 

Some group members chose to go further towards the summit. 

 

On our descent, we searched an area of alpine pasture. Here we found Mazarine Blue and Geranium Argus 

butterflies. We enjoyed refreshments at the Café Altitude Cote 2000, before catching the cable car back down to 

the vehicles. 

 

On the return journey, we made a short stop in the Gorges de la Bourne, at the Pont Valchevrière bridge. Here, 

we set out to look for Dippers. Grey Wagtails were very much in evidence, but the only Dipper encountered was 

heard. Nevertheless, we did see Silver-washed Fritillary, White-letter Hairstreak and Small Skipper butterflies, 

and Bee Beetle. Among the trees there were Ulmus glabra (Wych Elm), Fagus sylvatica (Beech), Salix viminalis 

(Basket Willow) and Fraxinus excelsior (Ash). 
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On our way back to the hotel, we dropped into a local honey producer, before arriving back. After the evening 

meal, Paul set the moth trap. 

Day 8 Wednesday 13th July 

Bois de Mures - Lyon St. Exupery Airport, via Grenoble Isère Airport 

Following a final splendid breakfast, we said goodbye to our host, Fabienne and her daughters, and began our 

journey back to Lyon, following the same route we came on, only in reverse. We made it to Lyon in good time 

for our various planes and trains home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard) 

 
     July 2022 

Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba         ✓     

Common Swift Apus apus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus     H         

Rock Dove [Feral] Columba livia feral ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur H       ✓     

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓       ✓     

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓   ✓         

European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus     ✓     ✓   

Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus   ✓           

Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus ✓ ✓     ✓     

Red Kite Milvus milvus ✓ ✓         ✓ 

Black Kite Milvus migrans ✓   ✓ ✓       

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H   

Tawny Owl Strix aluco     H         

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops         H     

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster ✓             

Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius       ✓       

European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis     H H H     

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓     ✓     

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio ✓ ✓           

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus   ✓     ✓   ✓ 

Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula ✓             

Rook Corvus frugilegus ✓             

Carrion Crow Corvus corone ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Northern Raven Corvus corax ✓ H ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Coal Tit  Periparus ater     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

European Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus H   H ✓   H   

Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

Great Tit Parus major   ✓       ✓   

Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis   ✓     H     

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris       H       

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   H           

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita     ✓         

Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris     H         

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla H H H H ✓ ✓ H 

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin           H ✓ 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus     H         

Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes             H 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   ✓     ✓     

European Robin Erithacus rubecula       H   ✓   
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     July 2022 

Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus       ✓       

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   ✓     ✓   ✓ 

White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus             ✓ 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia         ✓     

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea             ✓ 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis   ✓           

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta   ✓           

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris H     H       

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Citril Finch Carduelis citrinella             ✓ 

European Serin Serinus serinus ✓     ✓       

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella     H   ✓     

 

Other vertebrates (S = signs, D = Dead, H = Heard) 

 
  July 2022 

  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

MAMMALS:                 

Common Mole Talpa europaea S S S     S   

Eurasian Badger Meles meles         D     

Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris   ✓       S   

Alpine Marmot Marmota marmota   ✓         H 

Snow Vole Chionomys nivalis             ✓ 

Brown Hare Lepus capensis ✓             

 
  July 2022 

  6 7  8 9 10 11 12 

AMPHIBIANS & REPTILES:          

Edible Frog (Hybrid) Pelophylax kl. esculentus   ✓          

Western Green Lizard Lacerta bilineata ✓            

Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis   ✓ ✓   ✓    

 

Others 

Key – F = Field, T = Trap, LO = Leader only 

 

Butterflies 

 
N.B. (✓) = Woodland and Rock Graylings are not determinable in the field. However, enough individuals referring to both 

species were seen to suggest both were recorded. 

 
   July 2022 

Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

BUTTERFLIES:                 

  Papilionidae               

Swallowtail Papilio machaon       ✓       
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   July 2022 

Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Apollo Parnassius apollo   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

  Pieridae               

Black-veined White Aporia crataegi           ✓   

Large White Pieris brassicae ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Small White Pieris rapae ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Mountain Clouded Yellow Colias phicomone             ✓ 

Clouded Yellow Colias crocea ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale       ✓       

Berger’s Clouded Yellow  Colias alfacariensis   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra       ✓ ✓     

Wood White Leptidea sinapis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  Lycaenidae               

Sloe Hairstreak Satyrium acaciae   ✓   ✓   ✓   

Blue-spot Hairstreak Satyrium spini   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

White Letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album             ✓ 

Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas       ✓       

Scarce Copper Lycaena virguareae   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus       ✓     ✓ 

Purple-shot Copper Lycaena alciphron   ✓           

Purple-edged Copper Lycaena hippothoe           ✓ ✓ 

Small Blue Cupido minimus ✓       ✓ ✓   

Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus     ✓   ✓ ✓   

Large Blue Phengaris arion   ✓   ✓   ✓   

Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus           ✓ ✓ 

Geranium Argus Aricia eumedon             ✓ 

Brown Argus Aricia agrestis ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Mazarine Blue Cyaniris semiargus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Damon Blue Polyommatus damon   ✓ ✓         

Chalk-hill Blue Polyommatus coridon         ✓     

Provence Chalk-hill Blue Polyommatus hispana     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus   ✓   ✓       

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus ✓     ✓ ✓     

  Nymphalidae               

Purple Emperor Apatura iris   ✓ ✓ ✓       

White Admiral Limenitis camilla     ✓ ✓ ✓     

Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros     ✓         

Peacock Butterfly Aglais io ✓             

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta     ✓         

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae ✓   ✓       ✓ 

Comma Butterfly Polygonia c-album     ✓         

Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Silver-washed Fritillary  Argynnis paphia f. valezina         ✓     

Dark Green Fritillary Speyeria aglaja   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

High Brown Fritillary Fabriciana adippe   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Niobe Frtitillary Fabriciana niobe   ✓ ✓     ✓   

Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

Marbled Fritillary Benthis daphnae       ✓   ✓   

Lesser Marbled Fritillary Benthis ino           ✓   
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Titania’s Fritillary Boloria titania           ✓   

Weaver's Fritillary Boloria dia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe ✓       ✓     

Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma         ✓     

False Heath Fritillary Melitaea diamina           ✓ ✓ 

Heath Fritillary Mellicta athalia   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Marbled White Melanargia galathea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Woodland Grayling Hipparchia fagi     (✓) (✓) (✓)   (✓) 

Rock Grayling Hipparchia alcyone     (✓) (✓) (✓)   (✓) 

Great Sooty Satyr Satyrus ferula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Arran Brown Erebia ligea     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Yellow-spotted Ringlet Erebia manto             ✓ 

Mountain Ringlet Erebia epiphron             ✓ 

Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Almond-eyed Ringlet Erebia alberganus   ✓       ✓ ✓ 

Common Brassy Ringlet Erebia cassioides             ✓ 

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus       ✓ ✓     

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Pearly Heath Coenonympha arcania     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Darwin's Heath Coenonympha darwiniana     ✓ ✓       

Southern' Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria aegeria ✓   ✓ ✓       

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria tircis       ✓       

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

  Hesperiidae               

Southern Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvoides ✓             

Large Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus alveus           ✓   

Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus armoricanus           ✓   

Olive Skipper Pyrgus serratulae     ✓         

Carline Skipper Pyrgus carlinae   ✓           

Red-underwing Skipper Spialia sertorius ✓         ✓ ✓ 

Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon       ✓ ✓ ✓   

Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineolus   ✓       ✓   

Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus       ✓ ✓ ✓   

 

Moths 

 
  July 2022 

Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Micros.                 

Bird-cherry Ermine Yponomeuta evonymella           T   

Blastobasid Blastobasis phycidella           T   

Dotted Ermel Ethmia dodecea       T       

Common Yellow Conch Agapeta hamana           T   

White-bodied Conch Cochylis hydridella           T   
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Brown-barred Tortrix Epagoge grotiana       T       

Common Marble Celypha lucunana       T       

Lettuce Tortrix Eucosma conterminana           T   

Orange-spotted Shoot Rhyacionia pinicolana       T       

Beech Moth Cydia fagiglandana       T       

Chestnut Tortrix Cydia splendana           T   

Codlin Moth Cydia pomonella           T   

Summer Rose Bell Notocelia roborana           T   

Sycamore Piercer Pammene aurita           T   

Long-legged Tabby Synaphe punctalis       T   T   

Large Tabby Aglossa pinguinalis           T   

Dark Pine Knot-horn Dioryctria abietella           T   

Spruce Knot-horn Dioryctria schuetzeella           T   

Marbled Knot-horn Acrobasis marmorea       T   T   

Dark Spruce Knot-horn Assara terebrella           T   

Twin-barred Knot-horn Homoeosoma sinuella           T   

Pied Grey Eudonia delunella       T   T   

Little Grey Eudonia lacustrata       T       

Straw Grass-veneer Agriphila staminella           T   

Elbow-stripe Grass-veneer Agriphila geniculea       T   T   

Pearl Grass-veneer Catoptria pinella       T       

Chequered Grass-veneer Catoptria falsella       T   T   

Small Magpie Anania hotulata           T   

Golden-rod Pearl Anania terrealis       T       

Rush Veneer Nomophila noctuella       T       

Box Tree Moth [white form] Cydalima perspectalis       T   T   

Box Tree Moth [dark form] Cydalima perspectalis       T       

                  

Macros.                 

Forester Adscita statices   F           

Six-spot Burnet Moth Zygaena filipendulae F F   F F     

Crepuscular Burnet Moth Zygaena carniolica   F           

Southern Six-spot Burnet Zygaena transalpina   F F F F F   

Lackey Malacosoma neustria           T   

Ochraceous Wave Idaea serpentata   F         F 

Chequered Wave Idaea monilita           T   

Least Carpet Idaea rusticata atrosignaria       T   T   

Small Dusty Wave Idaea seriata       T       

Riband Wave Idaea aversata f. remutata       T       

Vestal Rhodometra sacraria         F     

Rose-banded Wave Rhodostrophia vibicaria           T   

Red Twin-spot Carpet Xanthorhoe spadicearia       T   T   

Shaded Broad-bar Scotopteryx chenopodiata F             

Galium Carpet Epirrhoe galiata       T       

Small Argent & Sable Epirrhoe rivata       T       

Dark Umber Philereme transversata       T       

Green Pug Pasiphila rectangulata       T       

Tawney Speckled Pug Eupithecia icterata       T       

Pug Eupithecia breviculata           T   

Purple Treble-bar Aplocera praeformata   F           

V-Moth Macaria wauaria           T   
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Latticed Heath Chiasmia clathrata clathrata     F T   T   

Early Thorn Selenia dentaria           T   

August Thorn Ennomos quercinaria       T       

Peppered Moth Biston betularia       T   T   

Willow Beauty Peribatodes rhomboidaria       T   T   

Mottled Beauty Alcis repandata       T   T   

Common Heath Ematurga atomaria atomaria       F       

Light Emerald Campaea margaritaria           T   

Poplar Hawk-moth Laothoe populi           T   

Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum   F   F F F   

Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth Hemaris fuciformis       F F     

Pine Processionary Moth Thaumetopoea pityocampa       T       

Oak Marbled Brown Drynonia querna       T       

Buff-tip Phalera bucephala       T       

Black Arches Lymantria monacha           T   

Muslin Footman Nudaria mundana       T       

Dingy Footman Eilema griseola       T   T   

Scarce Footman Eilema complana       T   T   

Common Footman Eilema lurideola       T   T   

Four-spotted Footman Lithosia quadra       T F T   

Buff Footman Eilema depressa           T   

Scarlet Tiger Callimorpha dominula     F F F F   

Heart and Dart Agrotis exclamationis       T   T   

Lesser Broad-bordered YU Noctua janthe       T       

Bright-line, Brown Eye Lacanobia oleracea       T       

Bordered Gothic Sideridis reticulata       T       

Brown-line Bright-eye Mythimna conigera       T   T   

White Point Mythimna albipuncta           T   

Smoky Wainscot Mythimna impura       T       

Blairs Shoulder-knot Lithophane leautieri hesperica       T       

Knot Grass Acronicta rumicis       T   T   

Coronet Craniophora ligustri       T   T   

European Noctuid Calliergis ramosa           T   

Guernsey Underwing Polyphaenis sericata       T   T   

Clouded-bordered Brindle Apamea crenata       T       

Cloaked Minor Mesoligia furuncula           T   

Cloaked Minor Mesoligia furuncula f. bicolaria       T   T   

Marbled Minor agg. Oligia strigilis       T   T   

Nut-tree Tussock Colocasia coryi       T       

Mottled Rustic Caradrina morpheus       T       

Uncertain Hoplodrina alsines       T       

Rustic agg. Hoplodrina blanda           T   

European Noctuid Hoplodrina respersa       T       

Spectacle Abrostola tripartita           T   

Plain Golden Y Autographa jota       T       

Burnet Companion Euclidia giyphica F F   F F F F 

Beautiful Hook-tip Laspeyria flexula           T   

 

Other invertebrates 
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OTHER INVERTEBRATES:                 

Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo           F F 

Common Bluet Enallagma cyathigerum     F         

Blue Emperor Anax imperator         F     

Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope         F     

Common Goldenring Cordulegaster boltonii           F   

Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa     F         

Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata     F         

Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum     F         

Green Mountain Grasshopper Miramella alpina   F           

Blue-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda caerulescens   F           

Red-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda germanica   F   F F     

Red-legged Grasshopper Melanoplus femurrubrum   F           

Great Green Bush-cricket Tettigonia viridissima   F   F F     

Green Bush-cricket Tettigonia cantans       F       

a Shield Bug Graphosoma lineata       F   F   

Fire Bug Pyrrhocoris apterus   F           

Assassin Bug Rhinocoris iracundus    F         

Common Pond Skater Gerris lacustris   F F F F F F 

Common Backswimmer Notonecta glauca   F F F F F F 

Cicada Tibicen plebejus       F H     

Leaf Hopper Ledra aurita           T   

Ascalaphid or Owl Fly Libelloides coccajus         LO     

Caddis Fly sp Trichoptera sp.       T   T   

Spotted Cranefly Nephrotoma crocata           T   

a Horse Fly Tabanus sp.     F   F     

Cleg-fly Haematopota pluvialis     F     F   

a Bee Fly Bombylius sp.         F     

Marmalade Hover-fly Episyrphus balteatus   F       F   

Drone-fly Eristalis tenax   F     F F   

Hornet Hover-fly Volucella zonaria       F F     

Pellucid Hover-fly Volucella pellucens         F     

Ichneumon Wasp Ophion luteus           T   

Wood Ant Formica rufa   F   F F F F 

Hornet Vespa crabro         F   F 

European Paper Wasp Polistes gallicus   F   T   T   

Carpenter Bee Xylocopa sp.       F   F   

Honey Bee Apis millifera F F           

Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidarius F F   F F F   

Common Carder Bee Bombus pascuorum     F F F F   

Summer Chafer Amphimallon solstitialis       T   T   

Bee Beetle Trichius fasciatus         F     

Rose Chafer Cetonia aurata       F       

Peach Root or Metallic Wood-
borer 

Capnodis tenebrionis 
        F     

Soldier Beetle Cantharis rustica         F F   

Soldier Beetle Rhagonycha fulva F             

Soldier Beetle Trichodes alvearius     F         

Seven Spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata         F     

Orange Ladybird Halyzia sedecimguttata       T       

Harlequin Ladybird Harmonia axyridis       T   T   
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a Yellow Beetle Cteniopus sulphureus     F         

Longhorn Beetle Rutpela (Strangalia) maculata       F       

a Leaf Beetle Clytra 4-punctata       F       

                  

Wasp Spider Agriope bruennichi F             

Crab Spider  Misumena vatia   F       F   

Harvestman sp.     F           

                  

MOLLUSCS:                 

Brown-lipped Banded Snail Cepaea nemoralis   F           

                  

LEECHES:                 

Horse Leech Haemopis sanguisuga     F         

 

Plants 

Please Note: Nomenclature contained within this list follows Plants of the World Online (POWO), An internationally 

accepted Atabase od vascular plant families published by The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 

 
Scientific name Common name Location 

* = Very localised distribution or endemic   

[ ] = Planted of Introduced     

      

Calamophytes Horsetails   

      

Equisetaceae Horsetail Family   

Equisetum arvense Common Horsetail Chabertiere 

      

Eusporangiate Ferns Adder's-tongues & Moonworts   

      

Ophioglossaceae Adder’s-tongue Family   

Botrychium lunaria Moonwort Pas de l'Oeille 

      

Leptosporangiate Ferns True Ferns   

      

Aspleniaceae Spleenwort Family Above St. Jean en Royans 

Asplenium fontanum Smooth Rock Spleenwort Above St. Jean en Royans 

Asplenium ruta–muraria Wall Rue Above St. Jean en Royans 

Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort Above St. Jean en Royans 

Asplenium viride Green Spleenwort Hauts Plateaux 

Cystopteris fragilis Brittle Bladder-fern Above St. Jean en Royans 

Gymnocarpium dryopteris Oak Fern Hauts Plateaux 

Gymnocarpium robertianum Limestone Fern Hauts Plateaux 

      

Dennstaedtiaceae Bracken Family   

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken Aire de Burcin 

      

Dryopteridaceae Buckler-fern Family   

Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern Petrouze 

Dryopteris submontana Rigid Buckler-fern Pas de l'Oeille 

Polystichum aculeatum Hard Shield-fern Hauts Plateaux 
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Polystichum lonchitis Holly Fern Pas de l'Oeille 

      

Polypodiaceae Polypody Family   

Polypodium cambricum Southern Polypody Above St. Jean en Royans 

      

Gymnosperms Conifers   

      

Cupressaceae Juniper Family   

Juniperus communis Juniper Font d'Urle 

Juniperus oxycedrus Prickly Juniper Gigors 

Juniperus thurifera French Alpine Juniper Gorges de la Bourne 

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Abies alba European Silver Fir Petrouze 

Picea abies subsp. abies Spruce Foret de Lente 

Pinus nigra Austrian or Black Pine Gigors 

Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine Les Meunieres 

Pinus uncinata Mountain Pine Pas de l'Oeille 

      

Angiosperms Flowering Plants   

      

Pre-Dicots Primitive Angiosperms   

      

Aristolochiaceae Birthwort Family   

Asarum europaeum Asarabacca Chabertiere 

      

Eu-Dicots True Dicotyledons   

      

Adoxaceae Moschatel family   

Sambucus ebulus  Dwarf Elder or Danewort Roadsides 

Sambucus racemosus Red-berried Elder Roadsides 

Sambucus nigra Elder Hauts Plateaux 

      

Amaranthaceae Goosefoot Family   

Amaranthus retroflexus Common Pigweed Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Atriplex patula Common Orache Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Chenopodium bonus-henricus Good King Henry Font d'Urle 

      

Anacardiaceae Sumach Family   

Cotinus coggygia Smoke Bush Route Presles 

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica Les Bruyeres 

Astrantia major Great Masterwort Hauts Plateaux 

Bupleurum falcatum subsp. cernuum Sickle-leaved Hare's-ear Hauts Plateaux 

Bupleurum petraeum Rock Hare's-ear Pas de l'Oeille 

Daucus carota Wild Carrot Font d'Urle 

Eryngium campestre Field Eryngo Route Presles 

Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed Font d'Urle 

Laserpitium latifolium Broad-leaved Sermountain Font d'Urle 

Siler montanum (Laserpitium siler) A Sermountain Les Merciers 

Meum athamanticum Spignel Font d'Urle 
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Peucedanum venetum Southern Masterwort Route Presles 

Pimpinella saxifraga Burnet-saxifrage Font d'Urle 

      

Apocynaceae Periwinkle Family   

Vinca minor Lesser Periwinkle Les Meunieres 

Vincetoxicum hirundinaria Swallow-wort Vassieux 

      

Aquifoliaceae Holly Family   

Ilex aquifolia Holly Bois de Mures 

      

Araliaceae Ivy Family   

Hedera helix agg Ivy Foret de Lente 

      

Betulaceae Birch Family   

Corylus avellana Hazel Gorges de la Bourne 

      

Boraginaceae Forget-me-not Family   

Cynoglossum officinalis Hound’s-tongue Col de la Bataille 

Echium vulgare Viper’s-bugloss Foret de Lente 

Pulmonaria officinalis Lungwort Route Presles 

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Hornungia (Pritzelago) alpina Chamois Cress Pas de l'Oeille 

Lunaria redivida Perennial Honesty Gorges de la Bourne (in fruit) 

Pseudoturrita (Arabis) turrita Tower-cress Above St. Jean en Royans (in fruit) 

      

Buddlejaceae Butterfly-bush Family   

Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush Chatelus 

      

Buxaceae Box Family   

Buxus sempervirens Box Route Presles 

      

Campanulaceae Bellflower Family   

Campanula cochlearifolia Fairy’s Thimbles Pas de l'Oeille 

Campanula glomerata Clustered Bellflower Bois de Mures 

Campanula rapunculoides Creeping Bellflower Les Merciers 

Campanula rhomboidalis Broad-leaved Bellflower Font d'Urle 

Campanula rotundifolia Harebell Aire de Burcin 

Legousia speculum-veneris Large Venus’s Looking-glass Vassieux 

Phyteuma orbiculare Round-headed Rampion Font d'Urle 

      

Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family   

Centranthus angustifolius Narrow-leaved Red Valerian Pas de l'Oeille 

Centranthus ruber Red Valerian Pont en Royans 

Lonicera alpigena Alpine Honeysuckle Pas de l'Oeille 

Lonicera xylosteum Fly Honeysuckle Col de Bacchus 

Scabiosa columbaria Small Scabious Font d'Urle 

Scabiosa lucida Shining Scabious Les Merciers 

Valeriana tripteris Three-leaved Valerian Hauts Plateaux 

      

Caryophyllaceae Pink Family   

Agrostemma githago Corncockle Les Muenieres (in fruit) 
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Arenaria serpyllifolia subsp. 
serpyllifolia 

Thyme-leaved Sandwort Hauts Plateaux 

Cerastium tomentosum Snow-in-Summer Above St. Jean en Royans 

Dianthus carthusianorum Carthusian Pink Les Merciers 

Dianthus gratianopolitanus Cheddar Pink Gigors 

Dianthus monspessulanus Fringed Pink Font d'Urle 

Dianthus sylvestris Wood Pink Les Merciers 

Gypsophila repens Gypsophila Pas de l'Oeille 

Minuartia verna Spring Sandwort Font d'Urle 

Moehringia muscosa a Sandwort Les Merciers 

Petrorhagia dubia (P. velutina) a Pink Les Merciers 

Saponaria officinalis Soapwort Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Silene flos-cuculi Ragged Robin Les Bruyeres 

Silene nutans Nottinham Catchfly Font d'Urle 

Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion Col de la Chau 

Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort Foret de Lente 

Stellaria nemorum Wood Stitchwort Hauts Plateaux 

      

Cistaceae Rock-rose Family   

Helianthemum canum Hoary Rock-rose Gigors 

Helianthemum nummularium Common Rock-rose Font d'Urle 

H.nummularium subsp. grandiflorum a Rock-rose Pas de l'Oeille 

      

Compositae (Asteraceae) Daisy Family   

Achillea millefolium Yarrow Vassieux 

Adenostyles alpina (glabra) - Pas de l'Oeille 

Ambrosia artemissiifolia Ragweed Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Arctium minus Lesser Burdock Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Arnica montana Arnica Font d'Urle (over) 

Bellis perennis Daisy La Chapelle en Vercors 

Buphthalmum salicifolium Yellow Ox-eye Font d'Urle 

Carduus defloratus Alpine Thistle Font d'Urle 

Carduus nutans Nodding Thistle Vassieux 

Carlina acaulis Stemless Carline Thistle Chabertiere 

Catananche caerulea Catananche Route Preles 

Centaurea cyanus Cornflower Vassieux 

Centaurea diffusa Diffuse Knapweed Gigors 

Centaurea montana Perennial Cornflower Hauts Plateaux 

Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Centaurea solstitialis Yellow Star-thistle Gigors 

Cirsium acaule Stemless Thistle Font d'Urle 

Cirsium spinosissimum Spiniest Thistle Font d'Urle 

Crepis pyrenaica - Route Preles 

Erigeron alpina Alpine Fleabane Pas de l'Oeille 

Erigeron annuus Annual Fleabane Aire le Burcin 

Eupatorium cannabinum Hemp Agrimony Foret de Lente 

Filago vulgaris Common Cudweed Gigors 

Helianthus annuus (Planted) Sunflower Planted 

Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce Villard de Lans 

Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce Les Muenieres 

Leucanthemum vulgare Ox-eye Daisy Font d'Urle 

Onopordum acanthium Cotton Thistle Gigors 
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Petasites paradoxa Alpine Butterbur Gorges de la Bourne 

Prenanthes purpurea Purple Lettuce Access to Font d'Urle 

Rhaponticum coniferum Leuzia Route Presles (over) 

Senecio doronicum Chamois Ragwort Pas de l'Oeille (over) 

Senecio ovatussubsp. alpestris - Col de la Bataille 

Solidago virgaurea Goldenrod Col de Bacchus 

Taraxacum agg Dandelion Font d'Urle 

Tussilago farfara Colt’s-foot Pas de l'Oeille 

      

Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family   

Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed Vassieux 

Cuscuta europaeum Greater Dodder Les Merciers 

      

Cornaceae Dogwood Family   

Cornus sanguinea Dogwood Route Presles 

      

Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family   

Sedum acre Biting Stonecrop Vassieux 

Sedum album White Stonecrop Font d'Urle 

Sedum dasyphyllum Fat-leaved Stonecrop Font d'Urle 

Sedum forsterianum Rock Stonecrop Vassieux 

Sedum sediforme - Route Presles 

Sedum sexangulare Tasteless Stonecrop Les Muenieres 

Sempervivum tectorum Common Houseleek Hauts Plateaux 

      

Ericaceae Heath family   

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Bearberry Hauts Plateaux 

Monotropa hypopitys Yellow Bird's-nest Bois de Mures 

Pyrola minor Common Wintergreen Bois de Mures (over) 

Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry Font d'Urle 

Vaccinium vitis-idaea Cowberry Hauts Plateaux 

      

Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family   

Euphorbia cyparissias Cypress Spurge Foret de Lente 

      

Euphorbia exigua Dwarf Spurge Gigors 

Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge Gigors 

Euphorbia verrucosa - Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Mercurialis perennis Dog’s Mercury Foret de Lente 

      

Fagaceae Beech Family   

Fagus sylvatica Beech Col de l'Echarasson 

Quercus pubescens Downy Oak Route Presles 

      

Gentianaceae Gentian Family   

Blackstonia perfoliata Yellow-wort Route Presles 

Centaureum erythraea Centaury Les Bruyeres 

Gentiana clusii Clusius's Gentian Col de la Bataille (over) 

Gentiana cruciata Cross Gentian Les Merciers 

Gentiana lutea Great Yellow Gentian Foret de Lente 

      

Geraniaceae Geranium Family   



France – Vercors in Summer  Tour Report 

 

 

 PAGE 6  © Naturetrek     December 22 

 

Scientific name Common name Location 

Erodium cicutarium Common Stork’s-bill Font d'Urle 

Geranium pyrenaicum Hedgerow Crane’s-bill Pas de l'Oeille 

Geranium robertianum Herb Robert Villard de Lans 

Geranium sylvaticum Wood Crane’s-bill Font d'Urle 

      

Grossulariaceae Gooseberry Family   

Ribes alpinum Mountain Currant Foret de Lente 

      

Hypericaceae St. John’s-wort Family   

Hypericum maculatum Imperforate St. John's-wort Bois de Mures 

Hypericum perforatum Perforate St. John’s-wort Petrouze 

Hypericum richeri subsp. burseri  an Alpine St. John's-wort Font d'Urle 

      

Juglandaceae Walnut Family   

[Juglans regia] Walnut Planted 

      

Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   

Ajuga chamaepitys Ground-pine Gigors 

Betonica officinalis Betony Hauts Plateaux 

Calamintha grandiflora Large-flowered Calamint Bois de Mures 

Clinopodium alpinum Alpine Basil-thyme Font d'Urle 

Galeopsis tetrahit agg Common Hemp-nettle Font d'Urle 

Lavandula officinalis Lavender Col de Bacchus 

Mentha longifolia Horse Mint Waste ground, Bois de Mures 

Origanum vulgare Marjoram Col de l'Echarasson 

Prunella laciniata Cut-leaved Self-heal Route Presles 

Prunella vulgaris Self-heal Col de l'Echarasson 

Salvia verbanica Wild Clary Gigors 

Sideritis hyssopifolia Sideritis Font d'Urle 

Stachys alpina Alpine Woundwort Petrouze 

Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort Hauts Plateaux 

Teucrium chamaedrys Wall Germander Les Merciers 

Teucrium polium agg Felty Germander Gigors 

Thymus drucei Wild Thyme Les Merciers 

Thymus vulgaris A Thyme Gigors (over) 

      

Leguminosae (Fabaceae) Pea Family   

Anthyllis montana Mountain Kidney-vetch Les Merciers (over) 

Anthyllis vulneraria agg. Kidney Vetch Font d'Urle 

Bituminaria bituminosa Pitch Trefoil Gigors 

Laburnum anagyroides Laburnum Route Presles 

Lathyrus latifolius Broad-leaved everlasting Pea Route Presles 

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling Les Merciers 

Lotus corniculatus Bird’s-foot Trefoil Font d'Urle 

Medicago sativa subsp. sativa Lucerne Planted 

Melilotus albus White Melilot Les Bruyeres 

Ononis repens Restharrow Bois de Mures 

[Robinia pseudacacia] False Acacia Roadsides 

Securigera varia Crown Vetch Vassieux 

Trifolium hybridum Alsike Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Trifolium incarnatum Crimson Clover Gigors (in seed) 

Trifolium medium Zigzag Clover Gigors 
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Trifolium pratense subsp. pratense Red Clover Font d'Urle 

Trifolium repens White Clover Font d'Urle 

Trifolium rubens Red Trefoil Route Presles (in seed) 

Vicia cracca Tufted vetch Waste ground, Bois de Mures 

      

Linaceae Flax Family   

Linum suffruticosum subsp. 
salsoloides 

Pyrenean Flax Gigors 

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Malva moschata Musk Mallow Roadsides 

Tilia platyphyllos Broad-leaved Lime Above ST. Jean en Royans 

      

Oleaceae Olive Family   

Fraxinus excelsior Ash Above St. Jean en Royans 

Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet Gigors 

      

Onagraceae Willowherb Family   

Epilobium alpestre -   

Epilobium (Chamerion) angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb Font d'Urle 

Epilobium dodonaei Alpine Willowherb Col de la Chau 

Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb Pas de l'Oeille 

      

Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family   

Melampyrum nemorosum a Cow-wheat Col de l'Echarasson 

Orobanche gracilis Slender Broomrape Font d'Urle (over) 

Rhinanthus aristatus Aristate Rattle Les Merciers 

Rhinanthus minor agg Hay Rattle Les Merciers 

      

Oxalidaceae Wood-sorrel Family   

Oxalis acetosella Wood-sorrel Bois de Mures (in fruit) 

      

Papaveraceae Poppy Family   

Papaver rhoeas Corn Poppy Vassieux 

      

Plantaginaceae Plantain Family   

Antirrhinum latifolium - Roadside 

Cymbalaria muralis Ivy-leaved Toadflax Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Digitalis grandiflora Large Yellow Foxglove Les Merciers 

Digitalis lutea Small Yellow Foxglove Les Merciers 

Erinus alpinus Fairy Foxglove Hauts Plateaux 

Globularia nudicaulis Leafless-stemmed Globularia Hauts Plateaux (in seed) 

Globularia punctata Common Globularia Vassieux (in seed) 

Linaria repens Striped Toadflax Above St. Jean en Royans 

Linaria supina Pyrenean Toadflax Pas de l'Oeille 

Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax Aire de Burcin 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain Font d'Urle 

Plantago media Hoary or Lamb’s-tail Plantain Foret de Lente 

Veronica beccabunga Brooklime Les Bruyeres 

Veronica spicata Spiked Speedwell Font d'Urle 

Veronica urticifolia Nettle-leaved Speedwell Gorges de la Bourne (in seed) 

      



France – Vercors in Summer  Tour Report 

 

 

 PAGE 6  © Naturetrek     December 22 

 

Scientific name Common name Location 

Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family   

Armeria alpina Mountain Thrift Font d'Urle (over) 

      

Polygonaceae Knotweed Family   

Bistorta officinalis (Persicaria bistorta) Bistort Font d'Urle 

Rumex scutatus French Sorrel Les Merciers 

      

Primulaceae Primrose Family   

Lysimachia nummularia Creeping Jenny Les Bruyeres (leaves) 

Lysimachia vulgaris Yellow Loosestrife Col de l'Echarasson 

      

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   

Aconitum vulparia Wolf's-bane Access to Font d'Urle 

Aconitum napellus Common Monk's-hood Col de la Bataille 

Clematis vitalba Old Man’s Beard Grand Goulets 

Helleborus foetidus Stinking Hellebore Les Merciers 

Nigella gallica French Love-in-a-Mist Gigors 

Ranunculus aconitifolius Aconite-leaved Buttercup Pas de l'Oeille 

Trollius europaeus Globeflower Font d'Urle 

      

Resedaceae Mignonette Family   

Reseda phyteuma Corn Mignonette Route Presles 

      

Rhamnaceae Buckthorn Family   

Frangula alnus Alder Buckthorn Hauts Plateaux 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Agrimonia eupatorium Agrimony Gigors 

Alchemilla conjuncta Silvery lady's-mantle Font d'Urle 

Alchemilla glabra Smooth Lady’s-mantle Font d'Urle 

Aria edulis (Sorbus aria) Whitebeam Col de Bacchus 

Aruncus dioicus Aruncus or Goatsbeard Les Muenieres 

Cotoneaster tormentosus a Cotoneaster Hauts Plateaux 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn Les Muenieres 

Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet Les Bruyeres 

Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry Les Merciers 

Potentilla argentea Hoary Cinquefoil Les Merciers 

Potentilla caulescens Lax Potentilla Route Combe Laval 

Prunus cerasifera Cherry Plum Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Prunus spinosa Blackthorn Gigors 

Rosa glauca   Hauts Plateaux 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Rubus saxatilis Stone Bramble Bois de Mures 

Sanguisorba officinalis Greater Burnet Les Bruyeres 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan Hauts Plateaux 

    
 

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   

Asperula rupicola A Squinancywort Vassieux 

Galium rotundifolium Round-leaved Bedstraw Bois de Mures 

Galium verum Ladies Bedstraw Gigors 

Rubia peregrina Wild Madder Route Presles 
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Salicaceae Willow Family   

Populus tremuloides Aspen Foret de Lente 

Salix cinerea Grey Willow Chabertiere 

Salix purpurea Purple Willow Les Bruyeres 

Salix viminalis Basket Willow Grand Goulets 

      

Santalaceae Sandalwood Family   

Viscum album subsp. album Mistletoe Col de l'Echarasson 

      

Sapindaceae Maple Family   

Acer campestre Field Maple Route Presles 

Acer opalus Italian Maple Route Presles 

Acer platanoides Norway Maple Hauts Plateaux 

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore Foret de Lente 

      

Saxifragaceae Saxifrage Family   

Saxifraga aizoides Yellow Saxifrage Pas de l'Oeille 

Saxifraga exarata subsp. delphinensis a Musky Saxifrage Font d'Urle 

Saxifraga paniculata Live-long Saxifrage Font d'Urle 

Saxifraga rotundifolia Round-leaved saxifrage Hauts Plateaux 

      

Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family   

Scrophularia canina Dog Figwort Pas de l'Oeille 

Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort Petrouze 

Verbascum nigrum Dark Mullein Roadsides 

Verbascum pulverulentum Hoary Mullein Roadsides 

      

Thymelaeaceae Mezereon Family   

Daphne laureola Spurge Laurel Above St. Jean en Royans 

Daphne mezereum Mezereon Hauts Plateaux (in fruit) 

      

Ulmaceae Elm Family   

Ulmus glabra Wych Elm Gorges de la Bourne 

      

Urticacae Nettle Family   

Urtica dioica Common Nettle Aire de Burcin 

      

Verbenaceae Vervain Family   

Verbena officinalis Vervain Grenoble Isere Airport area 

      

Violaceae Violet Family   

Viola tricolor subsp. subalpina Alpine Heartsease Vassieux 

      

Monocots Monocotyledons   

      

Amaryllidaceae Onion Family   

Allium narcissiflorum Narcissus-flowered Onion Pas de l'Oeille 

Allium rotundum - Font d'Urle 

Allium senescens subsp. montanum Mountain Onion Hauts Plateaux 

Allium vineale Crow Garlic Petrouze 

      

Asparagaceae Asparagus family   
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Anthericum ramosum Branched St. Bernard's Lily Route Presles 

Polygonatum multiflorum Common Soloman's-seal Above St. Jean en Royans 

Polygonatum verticillatum Whorled Solomon’s-seal Foret de Lente 

Ruscus aculeatus Butcher’s-broom Gigors 

      

Cyperaceae Sedge Family   

Carex disticha Brown Sedge Les Bruyeres 

Carex flava Great Yellow Sedge Les Bruyeres 

Carex ornithopoda Bird's-foot Sedge Hauts Plateaux 

Carex spicata Spiked Sedge Col de la Bataille 

Scirpus sylvaticus Wood Club-rush Les Bruyeres 

      

Juncaceae Rush Family   

Juncus inflexus Hard Rush Les Bruyeres 

Luzula luzuloides White Woodrush Bois de Mures 

Luzula nivea Snowy Woodrush Bois de Mures 

      

Liliaceae Lily Family   

Lilium martagon  Martagon Lily Les Merciers (in fruit) 

      

Melanthiaceae Herb-Paris family   

Paris quadrifolia Herb-Paris Bois de Mures 

Veratrum album White False-helleborine Pas de l'Oeille 

      

Orchidaceae Orchid Family   

Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid Bois de Mures 

Cephalanthera longifolia Sword-leaved Helleborine Les Muenieres (in fruit) 

Cephalanthera rubra Red Helleborine Les Muenieres (in fruit) 

Dactylorhiza (Coeloglossum) viridis Frog Orchid Font d'Urle 

Epipactis atrorubens Dark-red Helleborine Bois de Mures 

Epipactis helleborine Broad-leaved Helleborine Bois de Mures 

Epipactis leptochila Narrow-lipped Helleborine Bois de Mures 

Epipactis muelleri Mueller's Helleborine Bois de Mures 

Epipogium aphyllum Ghost Orchid Bois de Mures 

Goodyera repens Creeping Lady's-tresses Les Muenieres 

Gymnadenia austriaca (var. gallica) a Vanilla Orchid Font d'Urle 

Gymnadenia conopsea Fragrant Orchid Bois de Mures 

Himantoglossum hircinum Lizard Ochid La Chapelle en Vercors (over) 

Neotinea (Orchis) ustulata Burnt Orchid Les Merciers 

Neottia nidus-avis Bird's-nest Orchid Foret de Lente 

Traunsteinera globosa Round-headed Orchid Bois de Mures (over) 

      

Poaceae  Grass Family   

Briza media Quaking Grass Route Presles 

Cynodon dactylon Bermuda Grass Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted hair-grass Les Bruyeres 

Digitaria sanguinalis Hairy Finger-grass Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Echinochloa crus-galli Barnyard Grass Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Elymus athericus Sea Couch Foret de Lente 

Elymus caninus Bearded Couch Chabertiere 

Hordelymus europaeus Wood Barley Petrouze 

Melica ciliata Soft Melick Above St. Jean en Royans 
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Melica nutans Mountain Melick Petrouze 

Panicum dichotomiflorum A Millet Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Phleum pratense Timothy Gorges de la Bourne 

Poa alpina Alpine Meadow-grass Pas de l'Oeille 

Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass La Chapelle en Vercors 

Poa nemoralis Wood Meadow-grass Chabertiere 

Sesleria caerulea Blue Moor-grass Hauts Plateaux 

Setaria italica Large Bristle-grass Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Setaria pumila Yellow Bristle-grass Grenoble Isere Airport area 

Setaria viridis Green Bristle-grass Grenoble Isere Airport area 

      

Typhaceae Bulrush Family   

Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush Les Bruyeres 

 


