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Tour participants: Jason Mitchell (leader) with Three Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

The tour was timed to provide a very special ornithological experience amid the delightful rural setting of 

northern France’s Champagne country. First, we visited one of France’s largest lakes - Lac du Der - one which is 

synonymous with large numbers of migrating and wintering Common Cranes. In November, vast numbers of 

birds arrive at this huge lake to rest and feed before continuing their migration south. Although we never fail to 

see impressive numbers of this iconic species, November 2019 was to provide a spectacle like no other. A unique 

weather pattern had created a bottle-neck and our first full day in France returned a record official count of 

268,120 cranes! At the start of the tour, our main focus was watching the cranes, particularly the aerial display as 

they flew to and from their roost on the lake. We also found a good number of other exciting species including 

several Greater White-fronted Geese, a dashing Merlin and some beautiful Bewick’s Swans.  

 

Next, we transferred to Mesnil-Saint-Père situated in the Parc Naturel Régional de la Forêt d’Orient; as the name 

suggests, the area is dominated by forest and three large lakes. Among the birdlife, we enjoyed massive numbers 

of wintering ducks, a 29 strong ‘muster’ of stately White Storks and woodpeckers were well represented with 

Green, Middle Spotted and Black Woodpeckers seen or heard. However, the star bird was a superb Alpine 

Accentor found by ourselves and one which caused a stir amongst the locals being just the second record ever! 

We also took advantage of being located in France’s Champagne region and enjoyed a tasting at the Champagne 

Drappier vineyard, along with a tour of its ancient cellar dating back to the Cistercian Monks. Another visit took 

us to the cathedral city of Troyes, where we had an excellent guided tour of its charming historic centre.  

 

The weather was dominated by showers but we finished the week bathed in glorious sunshine and the 

temperature remained above normal for the time of year. 

Day 1 Saturday 2nd November 

Meeting as planned in the impressive Gare du Nord station in Paris, we made our way east along the highway 

towards Sainte-Marie-du-Lac-Nuisement. En route, our journey was enlivened by huge flocks of migrating Wood 

Pigeons, good numbers of Lapwing, but three fly-over Ring-necked Parakeets stole the show. Our arrival in 

‘Der’ was marked by the spine-tingling calls of thousands of Common Cranes penetrating the still night air. 

Dinner was a hit and set the tone for the rest of our stay, enjoying the excellent local cuisine and hospitality. 

Day 2 Sunday 3rd November 

Even before breakfast, an impromptu 7am early morning wake-up call was provided by several hundred cranes 

calling excitedly as they streamed over the hotel. After a simple but enjoyable continental breakfast, we headed 

for Lac du Der but first stopped to watch a pair of Firecrests in the village carpark, while a Black Redstart 

‘curtsied’ on a rooftop.  

 

Arriving at an LPO (Ligue pour la Protection des Oiseaux) nature reserve on the west shore, the entrance track 

provided a Cattle Egret, which was hanging out with some cattle – of course! Redwings and Siskins called 

overhead but a flight of three Bewick’s Swans proved somewhat distracting. Nearing the hide at Etang des 
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Landres, we watched as a confiding Green Woodpecker fed quietly on the ground in a lush meadow. Reaching 

the hide, a Kingfisher was putting on a spectacle, landing repeatedly a matter of metres from its adoring public. 

Ducks were present in impressive numbers, with Teal the commonest alongside large groups of Shoveler, 

Mallard and Gadwall. However, a Green Sandpiper would have been the top billing but for a handsome Water 

Rail which briefly stepped into view alongside it! As we walked to another hide, a Bullfinch called from cover, 

followed by an equally elusive Short-toed Treecreeper. Etang du Grand Coulon was dominated by hundreds of 

Common Pochard but careful searching turned up a few Tufted Duck, which were shortly joined by a pair of 

Bewick’s Swans. The margins were patrolled by several Grey Herons and a single Great Egret, while three 

Cormorants dried their wings in a willow near the hide. 

 

For lunch, we moved to the Port of Chantecoq. Several Great Tits were beautifully illuminated in low sun as they 

fed within an area of reeds, but a nearby Coypu was more novel as it appeared to be sunbathing on the bare 

mud. However, cranes were soon the main talking point – on a typical winters’ day, they leave the lake at dawn 

not to return before late afternoon but with such elevated numbers present, several thousand were still loafing 

on exposed mud within the lake basin giving us our first opportunity to gain excellent close-up views. It was easy 

to pick out several family groups; most often, two adults with two rusty-headed young already standing as tall as 

their parents. Other birds of note included a frenzied group of Great Egrets gorging on a swarm of fish trapped 

in a small inlet, while a Carrion Crow feasted on a huge dead Carp on the near shore. 

 

Moving north along the shore a coffee stop was soon dampened by rain, so we headed for the Museum of Der 

where an interesting video gave an insight into the formation of the lake in the 1970’s. Even the museum offered 

some birdlife in the form of a Robin and more than one Black Redstart hoping about the roof-tops. We ended 

the day on the dyke wall close to our base; here we joined twenty or so others watching the spectacle of tens of 

thousands of cranes coming into roost. Further excitement came in the form of Europe’s smallest raptor, a 

dashing Merlin in hunt-mode and some noisy Lapwings added to the cacophony with their ringing calls. 

Day 3 Monday 4th November 

After breakfast, we headed to the Port of Nuisement on the north side of the lake, where we added several 

species of wader to the tour list including Greenshank, Redshank and Curlew; all of which were taking advantage 

of the lakes low level to access areas usually covered by water. Small birds were present too, with Water Pipit, 

Linnet and Black Redstart all active around the harbour wall. The deep North Basin was rather quiet except for 

several Great Crested Grebes, a large and distant flock of Coots but the best find was a smart adult Little Gull in 

its immaculate winter plumage. 

 

Moving on, another section of lake shore gave access to some grazing marsh where a small herd of Konik ponies 

added interest. A charm of Goldfinches graced a patch of thistles. Further along the dyke, a more open area gave 

wide stretching views of the lake, which was dotted with Greylag Geese and a careful search turned up a small 

group of Greater White-fronted Geese feeding amongst their larger cousins. Lapwing were also numerous and 

were joined by a couple of Ruff. Along the grassy edge, two species of pipit – Water and Meadow – rubbed 

shoulders allowing for a useful comparison between this tricky to identify pair.  

 

In search of fresh bread for our picnic, a detour via Montier en Der gifted us with a Sparrowhawk which 

‘flashed’ across the bonnet. In Montier, an open-air wildlife photo exhibition in the park made for a pleasant 
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distraction before we headed cross-country to our next destination. Cranes were everywhere in the surrounding 

fields; ranging from small family groups of four, up to bustling flocks of several hundred. While lunch was 

prepared, the group took a look around the fine village church of Droyes. Replete, we headed to a known Long-

eared Owl roost, but having drawn a blank we visited another famous building of the region, the half-timbered 

church of Châtillion-sur-Broué. 

 

Next, a return visit to Etang du Grand Coulon saw us make good use of another hide at the southern end where 

a Kingfisher perched repeatedly just metres away on the boardwalk leading to the hide. Today ducks were fewer 

but we did find several smart Pintail and plenty of Little Grebes. However, four Bewick’s Swans were the pick of 

the bunch. Along the route leading to the hide, a bright spell encouraged a late glut of Common Darters; it was a 

picture with the low sun glinting off their lace-like wings as they hawked over the grassland. Butterflies enjoyed 

the sun too with Clouded Yellow, Large White and a Comma noted. Just before arriving back at the car, a 

Middle Spotted Woodpecker gave its mechanic refrain and despite our best efforts, stayed hidden from sight. 

 

With the afternoon advancing, groups of cranes started to pass overhead and as their numbers grew, their calls 

became more excited and prompted our first venture to the southern shore of Lac du Der at Giffaumont. At 

first a heavy shower had us sipping coffee under a shelter but it soon stopped and we immediately enjoyed close 

views of a cracking male Black Redstart flitting around the dry dock in its best bib and tucker. At the lake a large 

flock of Curlew fed amongst the masses of cranes but with dark clouds gathering we decided it prudent to head 

north towards the hotel. As we drove back the near constant flights of cranes prompted another brief stop along 

the western shore on a raised section of dyke. Wave after wave of cranes continued to pass overhead until dusk 

had fallen, seeking safe haven on the lake. Thoroughly satisfied, we returned to the hotel meeting an hour later 

for another delicious dinner. 

Day 4 Tuesday 5th November 

The day started with a pre-breakfast visit to the lake shore just a short distance from the hotel. We were greeted 

by a soft glowing sunrise. Standing on the dyke we revelled in the sight of tens of thousands of cranes streaming 

from their roost to feed in the surrounding farmland. The sight and sound of these iconic birds in almost biblical 

numbers, made for a truly memorable experience and is sure to live long in our memories.  

 

Following our early start, breakfast went down extremely well but we were soon on our way again but first bid 

farewell to our kind hosts. Before leaving Lac du Der we stopped at the local LPO office where we learnt that 

the official count two day earlier had recorded 268,120 cranes roosting on the lake! This was an all-time record, 

surpassing the previous maximum by more than 60,000 birds – we couldn’t believe our luck. Before moving on, 

we made a quick tour of a wonderful photo exhibition featuring birds of the area.  

 

With a late afternoon visit planned to a Champagne house an hour further south, we took the scenic route. Sadly 

a stop to explore Etang de la Horre was foiled on finding the lake had been drained for maintenance. However, 

we took advantage of our proximity to perhaps the region’s most famed half-timbered church at Lentilles, a 

stunning monument which dates from the early sixteenth century. With lunch on our minds, we found some 

fresh bread in a nearby village and continued south. An unplanned deviation due to a road closure took us past a 

stubble field where a large mixed finch flock had us scanning for something ‘different’. And sure enough a few 

Brambling and a Yellowhammer were just reward.  
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Arriving at Etang de Ramerupt, we polished off our lunch before a pleasant walk along the shore of this small 

lake where a good collection of duck species initially held our attention. A more intent search turned up a small 

flock of Snipe but a pair of Greater White-fronted Geese was the stand-out find. In the adjacent woods, the calls 

of both Short-toed Treecreeper and Middle Spotted Woodpecker rang out, while a mobile flock of Siskin and a 

typically vocal Marsh Tit showed themselves much to our delight.  

 

With our afternoon rendezvous fast approaching, we made haste stopping just once more to enjoy a large flock 

of Skylark feeding in a field. Moments later a Sparrowhawk narrowly missed some ‘fast food’ as the pipit got 

away! The last significant bird sighting of the day was a magnificent male Hen Harrier which swept over the 

road. However, Champagne was on our minds. 

 

Champagne Drappier, is a family-run Champagne producer located in the Côte des Bar region renowned for its 

organic and natural methods of cultivation and production. The visit started in the magnificent 12th century 

vaulted cellars built by Saint Bernard, a Cistercian Monk from Clairvaux Abbey. We then continued to the winery 

where we saw the grape press, huge fermentation vats and the wooden ageing barrels, as well as the disgorging 

and labelling lines. A fascinating visit was rounded off with a tasting of several of the Drappier cuvées as the 

guide enthused, describing the “rich, coppery-gold hues, expansive aromas and fine, subtle effervescence” of the 

Drappier Champagnes. A particularly popular cuvée was one named in honour of General de Gaulle, who 

remains one of Maison Drappier’s most famous customers. 

 

At the end of the tasting, we made our way to our next hotel in Mesnil-Saint-Père, a very comfortable 

establishment complete with its own spa and fine restaurant. 

Day 5 Wednesday 6th November 

As at our previous hotel, we experienced an early morning wake-up call ‘crane style’. After breakfast we drove 

the short distance to the Port of Mesnil. It was immediately apparent that there were huge numbers of wildfowl 

in the area; Teal and Wigeon were the most numerous with a supporting cast of Pintail, Shoveler, Gadwall and 

Mallard. Great Crested Grebes and Cormorants were both very abundant and thousands of Common Cranes 

were feeding or ‘loafing’ as far as the eye could see. Passerines were noted too with many Water Pipits, Pied 

Wagtails and Black Redstarts feeding on the mud of the dry port. However, the first surprise of the morning was 

a group of three Swallow which drifted south and as we watched their aerial antics, a small bird seemed to drop 

from the sky; alighting just metres away, it was excitedly identified as an Alpine Accentor! With news of the find 

reaching the park headquarters (Maison du Parc), a number of local birders turned out; unsurprising as it was just 

the second ever record for the area! Other exciting birds included a fine group of twelve White Storks, a handful 

of Red-crested Pochards and around a hundred Dunlin feeding actively at the water’s edge. 

 

After a quick visit and ‘warm up’ in the tourist information office, we headed for nearby Forêt du Temple. No 

sooner had we pulled off the main road, when we stopped to locate some fly-over Hawfinches and although they 

remained elusive, a Short-toed Treecreeper showed really well. Arriving at a small car park, we walked into the 

woods where Hawfinch was again numerous, and with patience we gained excellent views of this handsome 

finch perched in the tree tops. A distant Black Woodpecker gave its far-carrying calls but we were somewhat 

entranced by the local Marsh Tits and Goldcrests, the latter fed within feet of us completely undeterred by our 

presence. Returning to the car, we carefully checked under several logs and branches lying on the ground in the 
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hope of finding a Fire Salamander but our luck was out on this occasion, however, several Pill Millipedes kept us 

entertained for a while. 

 

Lunch was taken at the Maison du Parc, where one of the wardens excitedly downloaded Pam’s photos of the 

Alpine Accentor. A short drive west and we made our way through the trees to a tower hide with extensive views 

over the northern section of Lac d’Orient. Again, a Middle Spotted Woodpecker called but stayed hidden from 

view. From the hide, our only Goldeneyes of the week were represented by a drake and two ducks swimming in 

a channel with some other ‘divers’, which included a good number of Red-crested Pochards and several Grebes. 

Further along the northern shore, we briefly stopped at a ‘beach’ where the impressive rafts of ducks and coots 

were only surpassed by even larger numbers of cranes which stretched in every direction. From here we moved 

to the Anse de la Picarde, a bay on the north-west side of the lake. Again, the large congregations of birds made 

for impressive viewing, added to by an active Kingfisher which hunted by hovering repeatedly close to the shore. 

 

Moving to the south-west corner, another Kingfisher fished a large pool but was causing some consternation 

among the attendant Water Pipits and White Wagtails which chased it repeatedly! A nearby reed bed held some 

nice passerines including Chiffchaff, Firecrest, Blue and Marsh Tits. As the light began to fade several Reed 

Buntings dropped into roost. Our final stop of the day was at the Canal de Morge which feeds water from the 

lake back into the River Seine. Here we were rewarded with a Grey Wagtail and a constant stream of cranes 

coming to roost on the lake. After topping up our provisions, we returned to the hotel for another excellent 

evening of fine dining. 

Day 6 Thursday 7th November 

This morning we headed into Troyes but stopped in a layby soon after leaving the hotel to watch a group of 29 

White Storks in a field – not a bad start at all. Meeting our guide Hardy, we enjoyed a fabulous visit to the 

historic centre with its half-timbered houses and beautiful squares. Situated on the River Seine, the city was the 

capital of the ancient Province of Champagne in the 12th and 13th centuries and great trading fairs took place 

here. This prosperity has left a very rich heritage, including ten churches with exceptional stained glass windows 

and fine Renaissance statuary. We visited just one – Eglise Saint-Madeleine – probably the city’s most famous 

and oldest dating from around 1120. It’s perhaps best known for its exceptional rood screen, an elevated stone 

gallery between the nave and the choir and the apse’s stunning stained glass windows. 

 

After an excellent morning in Troyes, we made a quick detour on our return to look for a Great Grey Shrike. 

This was fruitless, so we headed back to Maison du Parc for lunch where at last we got to eyeball a Nuthatch, 

even if it did let everyone load into the car first before making its appearance. Next we explored the middle lake, 

Lac du Temple, where low levels had seen the remaining water retreat north leaving the southern section largely 

dry. A visit here first rewarded us with remarkable views of more than 70 Wild Boar running in all directions 

following what appeared to be a fight between males; this resulted in a massive boar walking wounded out into 

the open. A stunning animal at well over 100kg, we watched open-mouthed as it struggled across the mud with a 

bloody wound on its shoulder before swimming a channel to reach the safety of an island; a truly breathtaking 

encounter!  

 

From here, we made a stop on the north shore where a large sluice released gushing water back into the Aube; 

the river after which the department is named. Climbing the dyke wall was good for fungi but the lake offered 
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few birds so we moved on to the third and smallest of the three – Lac d’Amance. Watching from the dyke wall 

near Radonvilliers, Great Crested Grebes were common and two distant ducks were identified as female Red-

breasted Mergansers; a good bird so far inland. This section of the lake is deep and attracts divers, so we were 

delighted when persistent ‘sweeping’ of the lake turned up a typically pale winter-plumaged Red-throated Diver. 

 

Moving south down the western shore, we reached the hide where we enjoyed a welcome cup of coffee. Ducks 

dominated, but a careful inspection of the numerous swans turned up two handsome Bewick’s. A rocket-

propelled Sparrowhawk zipped past the shutters quickly followed by a second; no wonder the Chiffchaff we’d 

been watching dived for cover. We then returned to the hotel via a causeway which crosses the southern tip of 

the lake where fantastic numbers of Great Egrets and Cormorants greeted us; a minimum of 150 of the former 

and more than a thousand of the latter. Then in fading light, the last few flights of Common Cranes passed 

overhead making for a splendid end to another excellent day. Back at the hotel, some of us visited the spa before 

enjoying a final excellent dinner together.  

Day 7 Friday 8th November 

The morning began with a walk along the jetty at the Port of Mesnil. We were pleased to see several species of 

wader, including more than a hundred Dunlin, a Greenshank and good numbers of Lapwing. Great White 

Egrets were also numerous and a group of a dozen or so Shelduck was a good count. Water Pipits were joined 

by a handful of Meadow Pipits and a cheeky Wren fed along the rock armour. However, as had been the case 

throughout our Champagne adventure, the star bird was of course the Common Crane. Following our 

impeccable timing in ‘Der’ where we had experienced a historic count of more than a quarter of a million birds, 

we now witnessed the spectacle of tens of thousands of cranes flying south. An awe-inspiring sight and a fitting 

end to a wonderful week. We later learnt that more than 80,000 birds left the lakes that day! 

 

After a late breakfast, we made our way back towards Gare du Nord. Arriving in Paris in good time, we bid each 

other, and the cranes “Au revoir”. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus   
✓     

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

3 Greater White-fronted Goose  Anser albifrons   6 2    

4 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 50+ 200+ ✓ 

5 Tundra Swan  Cygnus columbianus  5 4   2  

6 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna  5   6  15+ 

7 Gadwall  Mareca strepera  100s ✓ ✓ 100s 100s ✓ 

8 Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope  
✓   100s 40+ 100s 

9 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos  
✓ ✓ ✓ 100s 1000+ ✓ 

10 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata  100s ✓ ✓ 100s 100s ✓ 

11 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta  6 6  50+ 50+ ✓ 

12 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca  1k+ 1k+ ✓ 1k+ 1k+ ✓ 

13 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina     20+ 3  

14 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina  100s 100s ✓ ✓ 100s  

15 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula  1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

16 Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula     3   

17 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator      2  

18 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis  
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓  

19 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus  
✓ ✓ ✓ 200+ 200+ 100s 

20 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

21 Great Egret  Ardea alba  30+ ✓ ✓ 60+ 150+ ✓ 

22 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   1     

23 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 500+ c1k ✓ 

24 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   1     

25 Northern Harrier  Circus cyaneus    1    

26 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   2 1  2  

27 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

28 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

29 Merlin  Falco columbarius  1      

30 Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 3       

31 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus  1 h     

32 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus  
✓      

33 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 Common Crane  Grus grus h c40k c30k c20k 5k+ 5k+ c10k 

35 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago  5  4 7   

37 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata  3 20+ ✓ ✓ 5 ✓ 

38 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   1     

39 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   1    1 

40 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus  1      

41 Dunlin  Calidris alpina     60+  150+ 

42 Ruff  Calidris pugnax   2     

43 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

45 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata      1  

46 White Stork Ciconia ciconia     12 29  

47 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus c.600 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

48 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto  
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ 

49 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis  2 3 1 3 3  

50 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius   h h h h h 

51 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major  
✓ h ✓ ✓ ✓  

52 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius     h   

53 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis  
✓ h  

✓   

54 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

55 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula   
✓   

✓ ✓ 

57 Rook  Corvus frugilegus   
✓ ✓   

✓ 

58 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris    
✓ ✓  

✓ 

60 Great Tit  Parus major  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

61 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓  

62 Woodlark  Lullula arborea     2   

63 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis  
✓ ✓ 30+ ✓  

✓ 

64 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica     3 2  

65 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti  h      

66 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus     
✓ h ✓ 

67 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita    1 h 2  

68 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla  2   h h  

69 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus   
✓  6   

70 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes  
✓  

✓ ✓ h  

71 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   1 2 h 2  

72 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla  h  h 2 h  

73 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris   
✓     

76 Redwing  Turdus iliacus  
✓ ✓  h h  

77 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus  1 ✓ 3 2   

78 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

79 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros  
✓ ✓ ✓ 10+ ✓  

80 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   
✓   

✓ ✓ 

81 Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris     1   

82 Dunnock  Prunella modularis       
✓ 

83 Yellow (Blue-headed) Wagtail Motacilla flava (flava)    h    

84 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea     1   

85 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis   
✓ ✓    

87 Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta  3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

88 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

89 Brambling Fingilla montifringilla    3    

90 European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris    
✓  h  

91 Eurasian Siskin  Carduelis spinus  20+  40+ h h  

92 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

93 Common Linnet  Carduelis cannabina   2 h    

94 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula  h      

95 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes   h  20+   

96 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella    1    

97 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ h  
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Mammals (D =- dead; E = evidence of)  
       

1 European Pine Marten  Martes martes D       

2 Wild Boar  Sus scrofa  E    70  

3 European Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus   
✓     

4 Coypu Myocastor coypus  
✓      

Butterflies   
       

1 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta   
✓     

2 Large White Pieris brassicae   
✓     

3 Comma Polygonia c-album   
✓     

4 Clouded Yellow Colias croceus   
✓     

Other Taxa   
       

1 Common Darter Stmpetrum striolatum   
✓     
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