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Tour Participants: Jason Mitchell (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 
 
Summary 
 
Having lucked-out with the weather - would the birds follow - indeed they would! The tour is timed to coincide 
with a very special ornithological experience amid the delightful rural setting of northern France’s Champagne 
country. And, as always, we encountered astonishing numbers of elegant Common Cranes as they headed south-
west across France, returning from their breeding grounds further north.  
 
First, we spent a few days in Giffaumont-Champaubert on the shore of Lac du Der – an internationally important 
migration staging post. In November, vast numbers of cranes arrive at this huge lake to rest and feed before 
continuing their annual post-breeding migration. Shortly before our arrival, the weekly census had recorded close 
to 60,000 cranes and before the week was out, this had jumped to a remarkable 85,000 birds! A dawn sortie was 
made to witness the spectacle of thousands of cranes leaving their roost and again in the evening, as they streamed 
back from the surrounding countryside. Although this charismatic species was our main focus, wildfowl, waders 
and raptors were also present and often in impressive numbers: many thousands of Teal, Pochard and Mallard, 
along with large flocks of Pintail, Wigeon and Red-crested Pochard, plus a flock of almost thirty graceful Spotted 
Redshank and a stunning pair of White-tailed Eagles! Most of our time was spent exploring Der and its surrounding 
wetlands but a foray a little further afield, rewarded us with a mega-rare and rather smart Sociable Lapwing. 
 
Next we transferred to the Parc Naturel Régional de la Forêt d’Orient close to the attractive city of Troyes, with 
its half-timbered buildings but wildlife was never far away. A herd of Bewick's Swans, some very confiding Water 
Rails, a dozen White Storks, excellent numbers of Ruff, Greenshank and Little Stints and a rare Ferruginous Duck 
were all hits. As well as a fascinating guided excursion of Troyes, we also took advantage of our location to visit 
the Champagne Drappier vineyard. Here we spent a very pleasant afternoon with a tour of the cellars and winery, 
which was finished off nicely with a tasting session of the region’s most famous tipple! 
 
During our stay, we experienced wonderfully sunny days, with the little rain that did fall coming at night. The 
mercury stayed well in the positive, dipping into single figures just once and topping out at an unseasonal 24°C. 
 
Day 1                Friday 28th October 
 
Paris – Giffaumont-Champaubert 
 
With the usually punctual Eurostar arriving a little late into Paris, we quickly made our way east along the autoroute 
towards Giffaumont-Champaubert, spotting plenty of Common Buzzards, a few Kestrels and several flocks of 
Lapwing along the way. Arriving at the hotel, we settled in for three comfortable nights, enjoying some fantastic 
French cuisine during our stay. 
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Day 2           Saturday 29th October 
 
Lac du Der and Vitry-la-Ville 
 
Following a comfortable first night at the Cheval Blanc, we made our way to the best known viewpoint in Der, at 
the Port de Chantecoq. At this time of year there is always more exposed sediment than water, with evaporation 
and extraction depleting the lake across the summer months. Almost immediately, we made contact with a smart 
Water Pipit creeping over the damp ground – the first of many. Snipe probed discretely at the water’s edge, where 
masses of wildfowl gathered on a large pool; a few hundred Teal were the most obvious but a careful search turned-
up quite a few Shoveler, Wigeon and Pintail. Further out on the lake, the bare expanse hosted large flocks of Black-
headed Gulls and Greylag Geese. However, the sheer number of Great Egrets was most remarkable – many 
hundreds were present; fifty here, a hundred there, in fact any available patch of water held at least a dozen of 
these pristine white herons. But even such large numbers, scattered across the wide open expanse of mud where 
easily absorbed into the vastness of one of Europe’s largest waterbodies. 
 
From another viewpoint, we looked out over a different stretch of ‘lake’ and here a hundred Wigeon were joined 
by more Pintail. Where a creek emptied into the lake, a Curlew dwarfed two nearby Common Snipe and as we 
returned to the vehicle, a dashing Sparrowhawk skimmed low over our heads. 
 
Being the peak period for Common Crane migration, large numbers of wildlife enthusiasts had also gathered to 
enjoy this celebrated spectacle, so we headed to a lesser known haunt for our next stop. At Etang du Grand 
Coulon, massive numbers of Black-headed Gulls dominated the view from the hide but careful scanning turned 
up some Yellow-legged Gulls amongst their ranks but a couple of scarce Caspian Gulls were the pick of the Larids. 
Again, Great Egrets were numerous and in their midst a single Little Egret had buddied-up with a Spoonbill, which 
was spotted sieving the shallows with its impressive spatula-shaped bill. Elsewhere, dozens of Great Crested 
Grebes were joined by lesser numbers of its smaller cousin – the Little Grebe or Dabchick. Returning to the 
minibus, a noisy Nuthatch was only outdone by a calling Middle Spotted Woodpecker and a Mistle Thrush was 
identified by its distinctive looping flight. The warm sunshine had tempted a few Clouded Yellow butterflies and 
dozens of Common Darter dragonflies out for a ‘spin’, enjoying what was probably their last flight before cooler 
conditions arrived. 
 
Back at a picnic spot near the main lake, lunch was enlivened by three Red Kites, a Brambling calling from a nearby 
birch top and a flyover Hawfinch. We then made a stop at a local café, where we discussed our plans for the 
afternoon. A great rarity in the form of a Sociable Lapwing had the locals excited and it was decided we would join 
in the search for this eastern vagrant. So thirty minute later, we found ourselves scanning through hundreds of 
Lapwing scattered across several large fields, when Xander commented that he’d “found something different”. 
Indeed he had, it was our ‘target’ bird and not more than 30 metres away! Still huddled in the minibus, everyone 
enjoyed decent views before disembarking, when sure enough the nearest birds took to the wing joined by what 
had been christened the ‘Anti-sociable Lapwing’! Fortunately, the bird was easily followed and was soon centred 
in the spotting scope.  
 
With the light starting to dip a little, we headed back to Lac du Der to watch the spectacle of the cranes coming in 
to roost. We were soon positioned on a sheltered section of dyke wall, as ever-increasing numbers of cranes started 
to flood back to the main lake. Their eerie , almost spellbinding calls came from all around and we were soon 
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absorbed by the sight and sound of thousands of ‘Ashy Cranes’, as they’re known in French, streaming overhead 
before dropping into their roost for the night. 
 
Day 3             Sunday 30th October 
 
Etang des Landres and Lac du Der 
 
We started the day at Etang des Landres, which lies less than a kilometre from the vast lake of Der. The hide was 
already busy but there was still plenty of room for the group. Again, as with the main lake, ducks were taking pride 
of place with hundreds of Teal the most obvious. However, careful scrutiny of the flock revealed a good number 
of other wildfowl species. Several Common Pochard, dozens of Gadwall and the ever-present Mallard were also 
observed. However, a small group of Red-crested Pochards were the most eye-catching and we agreed that the 
males’ bouffant ‘hair-do’ was a thing of splendour! While several of the group scanned the reed bed in hope of 
finding a Water Rail, the presence of some lively Reed Buntings offered some consolation in the absence of the 
former. However, the star of this particular show was a stunning electric-blue Kingfisher, which posed beautifully 
just a few metres away. Alex had already mentioned his desire to see this species well, so you can imagine his 
delight and even more so when he managed to capture the moment on film. 
 
Leaving the hide, a Sparrowhawk and a calling Hawfinch flew over the tree tops. As we walked through woodland 
towards another hide, several Sickener mushrooms caught our eye, while a Short-toed Treecreeper called loudly 
but stayed hidden from sight. Arriving at the hide, the lake was a mass of white; mostly gulls but as ever, Great 
Egrets were also numerous. 
 
Our first visit of the day to the main lake, took us to the west shore. It’s a spot that can be good for wild geese, so 
we diligently poured over the Greylag flocks eventually finding six Greater White-fronted Geese. Oddly enough, 
at distance the belly bars can be the most eye-catching feature, rather than the white blaze at the base of the bird’s 
bill for which it’s named. Continuing our sweeping scan of the lake, the distinctive hunched profile of a Peregrine 
drew our attention to this epic hunter perched attentively on its raised vantage point. In fine, warm weather, we 
were hardly surprised to find more dragonflies on the wing: a Migrant Hawker, several Common Darters and a 
Willow Spreadwing glittered in the autumnal sun. Stretching our legs a little more, we progressed along the dyke 
wall in search of waders. Our efforts paid off, finding an impressive twenty-seven elegant Spotted Redshank joined 
by a dozen pot-bellied Ruff and more than a hundred clockwork Dunlin. 
 
Lunch was taken at a pleasant woodland picnic site, where a Great Spotted Woodpecker called noisily from the 
canopy. This was followed by a much-enjoyed beverage at a local café before driving a few kilometres to Marie-
du-Lac-Nuisement on the northern shore. Common Snipe were plentiful, probing quietly along the shoreline and 
often sharing the same patch of mud with a Water Pipit – an interesting combination, we agreed. In a quiet cove, 
rafts of ducks dabbled for food and the ever-present Great Egrets were accompanied by a Spoonbill but it was a 
tern that caught our attention. Closer scrutiny identified it as a Whiskered Tern; a species known here on passage 
but this was an exceptionally late record. Near the minibus, we delighted in two Short-toed Treecreepers chasing 
one another in the canopy of a small tree, where a Chiffchaff gleaned insects in the warm sun. Other beasts enjoying 
the sunny conditions included another Migrant Hawker dragonfly and a fast-flying Painted Lady. 
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From here we drove south back towards the hotel, making a stop at the Presqu’île de Champaubert to marvel once 
more at the flights of cranes coming into roost. We sheltered from the wind against the church, the only building 
saved when the village of Champaubert was lost forever to the watery depths of the lake following its completion 
in 1974. Once more, with metronomic timing, skeins of cranes started to flood back from their feeding grounds 
on the surrounding fields. However, on this occasion they were briefly upstaged by two stunning White Storks as 
they swept past our hallowed viewpoint. 
 
Day 4             Monday 31st October 
 
Lac du Der, Etang de la Horre, Etang Ramerupt and Lac d’Orient 
 
Not content with watching the cranes go to roost, we felt compelled to watch them rise as well. The stage was set. 
A brilliant red sunrise slowly intensified as we stood expectantly on the dyke wall and in rather chilly conditions, 
the first skeins started to trail across the magnificent backdrop. Firstly in groups of tens but soon building to a 
hundred or more, with not one, but several skeins in the air at the same time. In between the excited calls of the 
massing cranes, a Corn Bunting gave its jangling song from a nearby hedgerow and a flock of seven Egyptian 
Geese flew overhead. On the water, a 300-strong raft of Pintail was a stunning sight and three Little Egrets glowed 
pink in the rising sun. However, when Lesley called out that she’d spied some very large raptors, the whole group 
trained their optics on what were quickly identified as two magnificent immature White-tailed Eagles. Then 
followed a jaw-dropping ten minutes, as we watched them defending their meal against a crow which was 
attempting to pillage their find; what appeared to be a dead gull. Although the excitement of the cranes and eagles 
had more or less kept our minds off the cold, our rumbling tummies eventually saw us return to the hotel for some 
food. 
 
Following a relaxed breakfast which allowed us to warm up, we loaded our cases and bid the hotel staff farewell. 
This time we headed south towards Etang de la Horre, first making a stop on the outskirts of a small village. 
Unfortunately, there were none of the hoped for Long-eared Owls at their traditional winter roost but we did enjoy 
cracking views of both Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers in the small orchard before moving on once more.  
Moments after arriving at the lake, we were watching a most obliging Water Rail searching for food at the edge of 
a reedbed. We then set out on a walk up the eastern shore, stopping frequently at viewing platforms to survey the 
reserve, spotting three Green Sandpipers at the first stop. At the next, twenty or so Common Snipe were probing 
for their lunch at the margins and on the open water, several elegant Great Crested Grebes were joined by greater 
numbers of Greylag Geese, Mute Swans and Black-headed Gulls. Arriving at the sluice, we were greeted by some 
rather tame Coypu who barely registered our presence but the most remarkable find, was a late pair of Migrant 
Hawker dragonflies seen in the mating ‘wheel’. From here we scanned the northern lake finding good numbers of 
duck, including six eye-catching Red-crested Pochards. The return leg took us through woodland and although 
rather quiet for bird-life, it was surprising to find several stands of Nettle-leaved Bell-flower still in flower and a 
few brave souls even tried some orange-flavoured Hogweeds seeds, perhaps in an effort to stave off their hunger 
pains! And a field just before the minibus sheltered several Skylarks and a couple of Meadow Pipits. 
 
After another hearty picnic by the pretty church of Lentilles, we continued south towards our next hotel. The next 
stop was at Etang Ramerupt. Here the deeper lake is important for diving ducks and true to form, a 300-strong 
raft of Common Pochard looked stunning in the low winter sun. In the surrounding mature oaks, several Middle 
Spotted Woodpeckers were in good voice and with patience we eventually managed some excellent views. 
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Returning to the parking area, an electric-blue flash betrayed a Kingfisher as it sped past just inches above the 
water’s surface. 
 
Arriving at the location of our new hotel in Mesnil-Saint-Père, the still sunny conditions meant the group were 
easily tempted into one last sortie before installing ourselves in the excellent Auberge du Lac. So we decided on a 
stroll along the harbour wall that stretches some way out into Lac d’Orient. Though only a short walk, it was rather 
fruitful with a late Common Sandpiper, a distant Peregrine and a Kingfisher demonstrating its impressive hovering 
skills, all of which rounded the day off nicely. 
 
Day 5          Tuesday 1st November 
 
Lacs d’Orient, Temple and Amance 
 
First thing, we headed up the western shore of Lac d’Orient, the largest of three lakes within the national park. 
Our first stop of the day kicked off in great fashion with six stately White Storks fishing the shallows of a small 
bay in the company of a great many Great Egrets. A search for smaller birds turned up singletons of Ruff and 
Greenshank, which where spied darting among the long legs of their taller cousins. Overhead a Redpoll gave its 
distinctive flight call and three magnificent Red Kites put on a splendid aerial display. In the distance, several 
groups of cranes move from their roost to feed in the surrounding fields. Just before moving on, we were wowed 
by a pair of Kingfishers that displayed and gestured on adjacent perches; activity most likely alluding to a power-
struggle over feeding rights! 
 
A drive along the northern shore, culminated in a short walk through woodland to a tower hide. Our goal was to 
get closer to the large numbers of waterfowl seen from the previous viewpoint. However, a Firecrest calling from 
reeds just in front of the hide drew our attention first. Unfortunately, it never broke cover and was only ever seen 
as a tiny dark shape, as it searched frenetically for insects. On the open water, a couple of hundred Common 
Pochard were joined by 50 or so of their Red-crested cousins. Teal were perhaps even more numerous, along with 
smaller counts of Pintail, Wigeon, Gadwall and Mallard. 
 
The area is designated for its lakes but also its forests, so we ventured into the vast woodlands for our next stop. 
Quickly we came upon a more obliging Firecrest, which even showed off its namesake headgear, then a matter of 
a hundred metres later the broadleaved trees gave way to a pocket of conifers. And as hoped for, we found the 
other European ‘Kinglet’; the even smaller Goldcrest. Alex experience remarkable views, as it approached to within 
a metre of his eye-line. Overhead, Siskins, Hawfinches and the now familiar Middle Spotted Woodpecker gave 
their calls but by now we were looking at the ground! More precisely, turning over fallen wood in the hope of 
seeing a Fire Salamander but sadly on this occasion we were not in luck. While lunch was being prepared on some 
rather fine wooden picnic tables, the rest of the group explored further and were rewarded with two soaring Red 
Kites and fleeting views of a probable Goshawk. 
 
Replete, we made a comfort stop at ‘Maison du Parc’ - the park headquarters - where we checked out the latest 
bird sightings, whilst some enjoyed a coffee. 
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We then visited the western shore of Lac du Temple, where we found some good waders; large numbers of 
Lapwing, 100 plus Dunlin, three Curlew and a single Grey Plover, the latter being rather uncommon locally. There 
were also dozens of cranes searching for food at the lake margins long with six Egyptian Geese. 
 
The final visit of the day was to Lac d’Amance, the smallest of the three lakes and what proved to be the highlight 
of the day and for some, the whole week. Soon after installing ourselves in the small tower hide, the first of three, 
normally elusive, Water Rails ventured out into the open, giving an opportunity to admire its rather attractive blue, 
black and chestnut plumage, with black and white pin-striped flanks and reddish bill. We looked on as it picked at 
the water’s edge, alongside some equally smart Common Snipe and a bobbing Common Sandpiper. Out on the 
water, an impressive raft of Coot numbered several hundred. Mute Swans were also numerous with around 60 
birds present and by carefully searching of their ranks, we found a herd of four radiant Bewick’s Swans dabbling 
peacefully amongst their larger relatives. Other birds of note included dozens of Great Crested Grebes and a few 
stocky Yellow-legged Gulls amid the smaller Black-headed Gulls. However, the biggest stir was caused by a fine 
male Ferruginous Duck, which was found hanging out with some Teal. This handsome glossy, chestnut-coloured 
diving duck is common much further east, with only a few individuals reaching France each winter. After a very 
full days birding, we headed back to the hotel with some enjoying the spa facilities before another excellent dinner. 
 
Day 6            Wednesday 2nd November 
 
Troyes and Champagne Drappier 
 
After breakfast we drove to Troyes, where a local guide led us around the charming ‘old town’ with its half-
timbered houses and beautiful town squares. Situated on the River Seine, the city was the capital of the ancient 
Province of Champagne in the 12th and 13th centuries, and great trading fairs took place here. The prosperity of 
the city has left a very rich heritage, including ten churches with exceptional stained glass windows, fine Renaissance 
statuary, some of which we took in as part of our visit. After the tour we did a little shopping, collecting a few 
goodies for lunch from an indoor market, including some delicious local Chaource cheese. 
 
Following another well-received picnic lunch, during which we spotted a couple of White Storks, we headed east 
for the Côte des Bar region and a visit to the Drappier Champagne house; a friendly, family-run and celebrated 
champagne producer. However, en-route we managed a ‘birdy’ stop on the edge of a village, finding a hoped-for 
Cirl Bunting singing from a vineyard – an attractive species once known as the ‘Village Bunting’ for good reason. 
Arriving in Urville, we met with our knowledgeable guide Nicolas, who explained in fascinating detail the organic 
and natural methods of cultivation and production which underpin the award winning Drappier Champagne. The 
visit started in the magnificent 12th century vaulted cellars, originally built by Cistercian monks. We then continued 
to the winery where we saw the grape press, huge fermentation vats and the wooden ageing barrels, as well as the 
disgorging and labelling lines. A fascinating visit was rounded off with a tasting of several of the Drappier cuvées 
before leaving the area and heading back to the Auberge du Lac, adding a flyover Woodcock to the tour list as we 
went. 
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Day 7                Thursday 3rd November 
 
Lac d’Orient and Paris 
 
Before breakfast we drove the short distance to the Port of Mesnil, where we spent a very pleasant hour 
birdwatching across Lac d’Orient. It was immediately apparent there were large numbers of both Great Crested 
Grebes and Cormorants present but it was a couple of Black Redstarts that first caught our eye. Other passerines 
included several smart Water Pipits, joining the dandy White Wagtails feeding on the mud of the dry port, where 
Black-headed Gulls numbered in their hundreds. However, our attention was soon drawn to a group of twenty or 
so waders out on the lake. It was comprised equally of Ruff and Greenshank and had us wondering if there had 
been some migrants arrive overnight. Shortly, further evidence soon presented itself, with yet more waders of 
several species seen as we progressed along the harbour wall: 100 plus Dunlin, yet more Ruff, some Curlew and 
an astonishing 20 Little Stints – the latter being most remarkable for the time of year! Returning to the minibus, 
we loitered to watch the Black Redstarts once more, counting a total of eight individuals chasing and feeding on 
the boulders below. 
 
After a late breakfast, we made our way back towards Paris, stopping on the outskirts for a cooked lunch. Finally 
we arrived at Gare du Nord and in good time to check-in ahead of the Eurostar journey back to the UK for most 
and onwards to the Netherlands for Alex and Xander. We bid each other “au revoir”, following what everyone 
agreed had been an excellent week full of wonderful wildlife and good humour. 
 

 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 
Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 
Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 
tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

    October - November 2022 
Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 
Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus     ✓         
Greylag Goose  Anser anser   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Greater White-fronted 
Goose  Anser albifrons     6         
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca       7 6     
Mute Swan  Cygnus olor   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Tundra Swan  Cygnus columbianus         4     
Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata   few few c40 ✓   ✓ 
Gadwall  Mareca strepera   c40 c100 c60 ✓     
Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope   c150 c150 c100 c40     
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   ✓ c300 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Northern Pintail  Anas acuta   few few c300 c40     
Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca   c2k c4k c3k 1k ✓ ✓ 
Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina     1 c30 c50     
Common Pochard  Aythya ferina     few c300 c200     
Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula       c.20       
Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca         1     
Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Great Egret  Ardea alba   100s 100s 100s 100s ✓ ✓ 
Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   1 1 3       
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia   1 1         
White Stork Ciconia ciconia     2   6 2   

Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   100s 
c150

0 c800 ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red Kite  Milvus milvus   8     5     
White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla       2       
Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   1 1 2       
Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis         2?     
Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus     1 1       
Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus     h 1 3     
Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus   ✓ ✓   ✓     
Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra   ✓ c500 c1k 400     
Common Crane  Grus grus   3k 2k 4k 2k 100s c.50 
Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Sociable Lapwing Vanellus gregarius   1           
Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola         1     
Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola           1   
Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago   3 c30 c40 ✓ ✓   
Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   1 6 3 3   2 
Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus     27         
Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia         1   10 
Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus       3       
Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos       1 1     
Little Stint  Calidris minuta             c.20 
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    October - November 2022 
Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 
Dunlin  Calidris alpina   c60 c200 c100 100s   c.100 
Ruff  Calidris pugnax     c15   1   c.30 

Black-headed Gull  
Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Caspian Gull  Larus cachinnans   2           
Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis   c10 c30 c30 30 ✓ ✓ 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus       1       
Whiskered Tern Childonias hybrida     1         
Common Pigeon/Feral 
Pigeon Columba livia         ✓ ✓   
Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   c700 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ c.300 
Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Little Owl Athene noctua     h         
Western Barn Owl  Tyto alba   h           
Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis     2 3 3   1 
Middle Spotted 
Woodpecker  Dendrocoptes medius   h h 1 6 1   
Great Spotted 
Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major     h 2       
European Green 
Woodpecker  Picus viridis       1   1   
Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   ✓   ✓       
Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula   ✓ ✓ ✓       
Rook  Corvus frugilegus ✓ ✓           
Carrion Crow  Corvus corone ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris     2 3 4     
Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ h     
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         1     
Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti         h     
Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   ✓ ✓   h     
Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita     2 h 1   1 
Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla     1         
Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla     h   2     
Goldcrest  Regulus regulus         1     
Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla   h 2 6 ✓ ✓   
Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris       h       
Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos             7 
Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   1 h 2 1 ✓   
European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros   1       1 8 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Dunnock  Prunella modularis     h         
Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   h         1 
White Wagtail  Motacilla alba   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis   4   3     5 
Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta   1 4 2 4 1 2 



France – Crane & Champagne Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek February 23 10 
 

    October - November 2022 
Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 
Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Brambling Fringilla montefringilla   1   h       
Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus     h h 4     
European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis     8       6 
Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina       4     6 
Redpoll sp Acanthis sp         h     

Hawfinch  
Coccothraustes 
coccothraustes   2 1 h       

Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra     h 1       
Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus           1   
Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus     2 h h   h 

 
Others 

Common name Scientific name 
Mammals   
European Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus 
Eurasian Red Squirrel  Sciurus vulgaris 
Coypu Myocastor coypus 
    
Reptiles   
Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis 
    
Butterflies   
Green-veined White Pieris napi 
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus 
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 
Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloris 
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 
    
Dragonflies   
Willow Spreadwing Chalcolestes viridis 
Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 
Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta 

 

 

 

 


