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Summary

Our eight-day spring tour of the Isles of Scilly once again provided a memorable exploration of Britain’s most
south-westerly archipelago. Blessed with fine weather for the duration of the trip, the group enjoyed calm seas,

excellent visibility and a wonderful variety of wildlife across the islands.

Travelling between St Mary’s, St Agnes, Bryher, Tresco and St Martin’s, we experienced superb seabird encounters,
exciting migrant birds and the rich flora that makes Scilly so special in springtime. Highlights included close views
of Puffins, Razorbills and Guillemots around Annet and the Western Rocks, a Woodchat Shrike on Bryher, five
Turtle Doves on St Mary’s, and a brief but memorable Golden Oriole.

Marine life added further excitement, with Bottlenose Dolphins greeting us in Mount’s Bay and Atlantic Grey Seals
seen regularly around the islands. Throughout the week the islands were alive with bird song, wildflowers and
dramatic coastal scenery, while the relaxed pace of island life, excellent cafés and welcoming hospitality all

contributed to another unforgettable Scillonian adventure.
Day 1 Monday 4th May

Tour leaders Adrian and Stephen met ten of the group at the wharf in Penzance for the early morning sailing

aboard Scillonian III to St Mary’s. A further three clients were met on the island, having flown the short distance
from Land’s End.

Conditions in Mount’s Bay were exceptionally calm and clear, providing excellent wildlife viewing from the outset.
Before leaving the harbour, we enjoyed superb views of a Great Northern Diver, Rock Pipits and a flock of
approximately seventy-five Purple Sandpipers gathered along the outer harbour wall on the high tide. A Great

Skua was also seen moving purposefully across the bay.

Shortly after departure, several Bottlenose Dolphins broke the surface on the flat calm sea. As we neared Land’s
End, increasing numbers of Manx Shearwaters appeared, accompanied by small numbers of Gannets and
Kittiwakes. Although seabird numbers were lower than expected due to the lack of wind, there was still plenty to

enjoy during the crossing.

Approaching St Mary’s, Scillonian III entered via Crow Sound, where Shags, Cormorants and Oystercatchers were
seen scattered across the rocky islets. The harbour at St Mary’s was exceptionally busy, with large crowds gathering
to board the return sailing, following the World Pilot Gig Championships, which had been held over the Bank
Holiday weekend.

We made our way to the Star Castle Hotel on the Garrison, dropping off our day bags before heading into Hugh
Town for coffee. Sitting above Porthcressa Beach in the warm sunshine, the group discussed plans and

expectations for the week ahead.




Later in the morning, we took a walk up Buzza Hill and along King Edward’s Lane, passing the hospital before
continuing toward Peninnis Head. We searched unsuccessfully for a recently reported Turtle Dove, but enjoyed

sightings of Linnets, Stonechats, Meadow Pipits and Wheatears among the coastal heath and granite outcrops.

Returning to the hotel in the afternoon, guests checked into their rooms and had time to relax before regrouping
at 3.30pm for an introductory walk around the Garrison. The day concluded with an enjoyable evening meal at the

Star Castle Hotel, and anticipation for the adventures ahead.
Day 2 Tuesday 5th May

Our objective for today was to visit the important seabird island of Annet, before continuing to St Agnes. Having
boarded the Kingfisher in the morning sunshine, we set off on a seabird safari around the Western Rocks and the
outer islands. As we approached Annet, the first Puffins of the trip were spotted sitting on the water and flying
low across the swell, much to the delight of the group. Alongside them were numerous Razorbills and Guillemots,
while nesting Fulmars occupied ledges on the granite outcrops. Several Atlantic Grey Seals watched us curiously

from the water as the boat carefully navigated around the rocks.

We encountered increasing numbers of Puffins both rafting offshore and standing on the islands, accompanied by
many more seals hauled out across the islands. Sea conditions further west proved too rough safely to reach Bishop
Rock Lighthouse, but there was still plenty of wildlife to enjoy, including Gannets circling and plunge-diving close
to Melledgan. Purple Sandpipers and Turnstones were also noted feeding along the tideline.

Later in the day, we landed at Perconger Quay on St Agnes, and made our way to the Turk’s Head Inn for lunch.
As we sat in the garden overlooking the sea, many agreed that the setting must surely rank among the finest pub

views anywhere in Britain.

After lunch, we walked around the Great Pool via Porth Killier, where sightings included Shelducks, Coots, Lesser
and Great Black-backed Gulls, and additional Wheatears. The strandline was alive with feeding birds, with large

numbers of Blackbirds and Swallows actively foraging among the washed-up seaweed and other debris.

No visit to St Agnes would be complete without a stop at Troytown Farm Dairy, and the group happily sampled
the locally made ice creams before making our way back to Perconger Quay to meet the 4.45pm boat, which

returned us to St Mary’s after a memorable day.
Day 3 Wednesday 6th May

With the fine weather continuing, we decided to spend the day exploring the island of Bryher. Our boat for the
day was Britannia: our departure was timed slightly later in the morning, as landings on Bryher are heavily
dependent upon the tides. Having disembarked at Anneka’s Quay, we immediately set off toward the northern

end of the island, following reports of a Woodchat Shrike near the campsite sports field.

After a few false starts and some careful searching, the bird was eventually located, perched prominently on the

goalposts beside the campsite. It subsequently moved between sycamore trees and bramble patches, allowing




everyone excellent views. This attractive southern European migrant proved to be one of the wildlife highlights of

the week.

We later crossed the island toward Popplestones and the Great Pool, finding a sheltered spot out of the wind,
where we paused for our packed lunches. Around the shoreline, we observed good numbers of Whimbrels and
Opystercatchers, while the Great Pool itself held two Gadwalls, a Common Sandpiper, and two Moorhens with
chicks.

After lunch, we continued our walk around the coast, calling in at Richard Pearce’s art gallery, where many admired
the paintings depicting classic Scillonian landscapes and seascapes. Further round the lower slopes of Samson Hill,
Stephen picked up a distant Kestrel through his telescope, while Linnets, Stonechats and Whimbrel were noted
along the heathland and shoreline. Dominating the skyline throughout the afternoon was the large cruise ship

Ambassador Ambience, anchored offshore in the bay and visible from much of the island.

Before returning, the group enjoyed refreshments at the Fish Café on Bryher, making the most of another warm

and sunny afternoon before boarding Britannia for the journey back to St Mary’s.
Day 4 Thursday 7th May

Today’s destination was the island of Tresco, with travel aboard Meridian. Owing to the state of the tides, we
landed at New Grimsby before walking across the island to the Great Pool. The freshwater pools and reedbeds
were particularly active, and from the two excellent bird hides on the northern side of the pool we listened to Reed
Warblers singing loudly from deep cover within the reeds. Pairs of Gadwalls and Pochards were observed, the

latter with newly hatched ducklings, providing delightful close views for the group.

At lunchtime, the whole party gathered at the Abbey Gardens café, where Red Squitrels ran confidently between

the outdoor tables and chairs, entertaining guests as we enjoyed lunch in the sunshine.

In the afternoon, eleven of the clients visited the world-famous Tresco Abbey Garden, while Adrian and Stephen
accompanied the remaining guests on a walk to Pentle Bay, in search of waders. Although birds proved rather
scarce, we enjoyed good views of a Great Northern Diver offshore in the bay, along with several Whimbrels
feeding along the shoreline. A Kestrel was also observed hovering over the marram grass dunes. Around the island
were huge stacks of timber, from trees blown down during the severe winter gales that had battered Cornwall and

the Isles of Scilly over recent months.

Later, around Abbey Pool, we encountered further Whimbrels, along with Mute Swans accompanied by cygnets.
Reuniting with the remainder of the group after their visit to the gardens, we took a leisurely walk back across the
airfield toward the quay at Carn Near, where Meridian collected us for the return journey to St Mary’s, after another

enjoyable day exploring the islands.




Day 5 Friday 8th May

Following an early morning walk around the Garrison after breakfast, we boarded our boat, the Sapphire, for a
seabird safari exploring the Northern Isles and the waters around Round Island, Men-a-Vaur, St Helen’s, Tean and

the north side of Tresco.

The trip produced excellent close-up views of seabirds, as the skipper skilfully manoeuvring the boat among the
rocky islands. Puffins were particularly active and frequently surfaced alongside the vessel, delighting everyone
aboard. Razorbills, Guillemots, Shags and Cormorants were all seen at close range, while Purple Sandpipers and

Turnstones occupied the wave-washed rocks.

A surprise highlight came in the form of a Marsh Harrier flying over St Helen’s, while the more familiar Grey
Heron was also noted. Around the northern end of St Martin’s, we located a Raven’s nest, and enjoyed good views

of a Raven in flight over the cliffs.

Eventually, we landed at Higher Town on St Martin’s, and headed directly for St Martin’s Bakery, where Adrian
had pre-ordered traditional Cornish pasties for the group. Sitting outside on the picnic benches in the warm
sunshine, accompanied by wheeling Swallows and the constant chatter of House Sparrows, made for a thoroughly

enjoyable lunch stop.

Afterwards, we took a leisurely walk up to the Daymark on the headland, searching for a reported Dartford
Warbler. After some patient scanning, one of the group finally located the bird, and Stephen was able to get the
telescope onto it, allowing everyone excellent close-up views as it moved through the gorse. From the Daymark,
we enjoyed magnificent panoramic views back across the sea toward Land’s End and the West Cornwall mainland,

which shimmered in the distance.

We later wandered down through Middle Town and Lower Town at a relaxed pace, taking in the flowers and island

scenery, before boarding the boat for our return journey to St Mary’s.
Day 6 Saturday 9th May

Today was devoted to exploring St Mary’s itself, at a more relaxed pace. Following breakfast, we left the Garrison
via Sally Port and walked down onto Porthcressa Beach, where numerous Starlings and House Sparrows were
feeding busily along the strandline. We followed the footpath up through Buzza Hill before continuing down to
Old Town. Bird life around the beach and shoreline was quiet, although we enjoyed watching a Cormorant fishing

offshore, along with several Oystercatchers feeding among the rocks.

We spent some time exploring the attractive churchyard at Old Town Church, where several members of the group
were particularly interested in visiting the grave of the late Prime Minister, Harold Wilson. The churchyard was
full of bird activity, with Starlings feeding young in holes in the old trees. Along the upper beach, we examined

several strandline plants, and were especially pleased to find Sea Kale growing.

Coffee and cake at Pom’s Café in Old Town provided a welcome break, before we continued our walk back

through Lower Moors Nature Trail. The two hides among the reedbeds proved especially productive, giving us




excellent views of a Reed Warbler singing prominently from the tops of the reeds. Nearby, a Moorhen shepherded
two young chicks through the pools, while Goldfinches, Linnets, Robins and Great Tits bathed in the shallow

water. A Goldcrest was heard and briefly seen in nearby vegetation.

Having emerged onto Telegraph Road, we walked up to Longstone Café, where some of the group paused for
lunch. Meanwhile, others made the short detour along Sandy Lane, following reports of Turtle Doves in one of
the nearby cultivated fields. We were rewarded with exceptional views of five Turtle Doves feeding alongside a
Stock Dove, several Wood Pigeons and around twenty House Sparrows: it was undoubtedly one of the highlights

of the tour.

After regrouping at the café and swapping over, those who had lunched first went to see the Turtle Doves, while
the remainder of the party searched nearby gardens, where a singing Golden Oriole had been reported. Although
the elusive oriole remained unseen, we enjoyed watching Blackbirds feeding young on the lawns, and listened to a

Greenfinch singing nearby.

Later in the afternoon, we made our way back along the road toward the Garrison and the Star Castle Hotel in

time to freshen up, before another excellent evening meal.
Day 7 Sunday 10th May

Another fine day dawned over St Mary’s, with bright sunshine continuing despite a strengthening north-easterly
wind. After breakfast, we walked across Porthcressa Beach before continuing toward Porth Mellon, and then
dropped down once more into Lower Moors, where we met local naturalist Rob Hurrell and his research team,
who are undertaking studies into freshwater ecology and European Eel populations on the islands. It was

fascinating to hear about their work.

From Lower Moors, we continued into Old Town, before following the coastal path along the cliffs toward the
airfield. It being a Sunday, there were no incoming flights, allowing us to enjoy the peaceful surroundings before

continuing around the clifftops and down to Porth Hellick, where we stopped for lunch on the beach.

Part of the beach had been fenced off to protect nesting Ringed Plovers and, keeping a respectful distance, we set
up the telescopes to observe the birds. One adult Ringed Plover was seen anxiously moving away as walkers crossed

the beach nearby, underlining the vulnerability of these scarce breeding birds to disturbance.

After lunch, we visited the hides overlooking Porth Hellick Pool. Sightings here included two Little Egrets, a Grey
Heron, Gadwalls and Shelducks. Later, the eel research team arrived to recover their nets from the pool, providing

further opportunity to discuss their conservation work.

The group later split for the afternoon. Stephen led three guests back to Sandy Lane to search again for the Turtle
Doves which some had missed the previous day, while Adrian guided the remainder of the group back around the
coast toward Porthcressa. Those accompanying Stephen were rewarded not only with views of the Turtle Dove,
but also brief sightings of the Golden Oriole, which had eluded the group previously. Meanwhile, Adrian’s group

observed a Carrion Crow carrying prey near Porth Minick. Closer inspection revealed it to be a dead baby




Hedgehog. This was a very unusual sight: although Hedgehogs are a well-established introduction on the island,

they are not commonly thought of as prey items for crows.

Despite the strengthening wind, conditions remained gloriously sunny, and visibility across the sea was exceptional.
Offshore, Manx Shearwaters and Gannets could be seen feeding actively in the roughening waters of the north-

easterly gale, bringing another memorable day on Scilly to a close.
Day 8 Monday 11th May

Our final day on the islands began with the group gradually splitting, as some clients prepared to return to the
mainland by air to Land’s End, while the remainder joined the leaders aboard Scillonian III for the sailing back to

Penzance.

After breakfast and farewells at the Star Castle Hotel, we organised our luggage for onward transit, checked out of
our rooms, and set off for a final walk across Porth Mellon Beach and out toward Porthloo. Along the upper
shoreline, beautiful spring flowers were blooming among the dunes and coastal grassland, while Oystercatchers

and Whimbrels fed quietly along the tideline.

At a disused storage area near the top of Porthloo Beach, we spent time watching numerous House Sparrows
busily feeding young in nest boxes on the old buildings. Their constant activity and cheerful chatter provided a

fitting reminder of one of the enduring sounds of the islands.

We followed the footpath out toward Carn Morval Point alongside St Mary’s Golf Course. Arriving just in time to
watch Scillonian IIT approaching St Mary’s harbour, it was pleasing to hear members of the group confidently
identifying seabirds and pointing out many of the islands within the Scillonian archipelago, which had become so
familiar over the previous week. Later, we enjoyed coffee and cake on the outdoor terraces at Juliet’s Garden,

taking in the magnificent panoramic views over the harbour and surrounding islands one final time.

Back in Hugh Town, the group dispersed for last-minute shopping and lunch, before gathering at the quay to
check in for the afternoon sailing back to Penzance. Fortunately, the weather remained fair for the crossing.
Although no cetaceans were encountered on the return journey, there were excellent numbers of Manx Shearwaters
and Gannets feeding close to the ship. Having passed Wolf Rock Lighthouse, we soon came within sight of the
Cornish mainland and the Longships Lighthouse off Land’s End. Once sheltered in the lee of the Cornish
coastline, the sea conditions became noticeably calmer. Before long, Mousehole and Newlyn slipped past on our
port side, and St Michael’s Mount appeared ahead of us, as we entered Mount’s Bay and approached Penzance

harbour.

Docking was straightforward, and once everyone had successfully collected their baggage, final farewells were said

before clients departed for home, after what had been an exceptional week exploring the Isles of Scilly in spring.
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Birds (H=heard only)

I=Introduced

Common name
Canada Goose - |

Mute Swan

Common Shelduck
Northern Shoveler
Gadwall

Mallard

Common Pochard
Common Pheasant - |
Common Swift
Common Cuckoo

Feral Rock Dove - |
Stock Dove

Common Wood Pigeon
European Turtle Dove
Eurasian Collared Dove
Common Moorhen
Eurasian Coot
Eurasian Oystercatcher
Common Ringed Plover
Eurasian Whimbrel
Common Sandpiper
Ruddy Turnstone
Sanderling

Dunlin

Purple Sandpiper
Black-legged Kittiwake
Black-headed Gull
European Herring Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Great Skua

Atlantic Puffin

Razorbill

Common Guillemot
Great Northern Diver
Northern Fulmar

Manx Shearwater
Northern Gannet

Great Cormorant
European Shag

Little Egret

Grey Heron

Western Marsh Harrier
Common Kestrel
Eurasian Golden Oriole
Woodchat Shrike

Scientific name
Branta canadensis
Cygnus olor
Tadorna tadorna
Spatula clypeata
Mareca strepera
Anas platyrhynchos
Aythya ferina
Phasianus colchicus
Apus apus

Cuculus canorus
Columba livia
Columba oenas
Columba palumbus
Streptopelia turtur
Streptopelia decaocto
Gallinula chloropus
Fulica atra
Haematopus ostralegus
Charadrius hiaticula
Numenius phaeopus
Actitis hypoleucos
Arenaria interpres
Calidris alba

Calidris alpina
Calidris maritima
Rissa tridactyla
Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Larus argentatus
Larus marinus

Larus fuscus
Stercorarius skua
Fratercula arctica
Alca torda

Uria aalge

Gavia immer
Fulmarus glacialis
Puffinus puffinus
Morus bassanus
Phalacrocorax carbo
Gulosus aristotelis
Egretta garzetta
Ardea cinerea
Circus aeruginosus
Falco tinnunculus
Oriolus oriolus
Lanius senator
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I=Introduced
Common name
Western Jackdaw
Carrion Crow
Northern Raven
Eurasian Blue Tit
Great Tit

Sand Martin

Barn Swallow
Western House Martin
Cetti's Warbler
Willow Warbler
Common Chiffchaff

Sedge Warbler

Common Reed Warbler
Eurasian Blackcap
Dartford Warbler
Goldcrest

Eurasian Wren
Common Starling
Song Thrush
Common Blackbird
European Robin
European Stonechat
Northern Wheatear
House Sparrow
Dunnock

Grey Wagtail
Meadow Pipit
European Rock Pipit
Eurasian Chaffinch
European Greenfinch
Common Linnet
European Goldfinch

Mammals

|=Introduced, D=Dead
Common name
European Rabbit
Brown Rat - |
Eurasian Red Squirrel

Western Hedgehog - |
Common Bottlenose
Dolphin

Grey Seal

Scientific name
Coloeus monedula
Corvus corone
Corvus corax
Cyanistes caeruleus
Parus major

Riparia riparia
Hirundo rustica
Delichon urbicum
Cettia cetti
Phylloscopus trochilus
Phylloscopus collybita

Acrocephalus
schoenobaenus

Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Sylvia atricapilla
Curruca undata
Regulus regulus
Troglodytes troglodytes
Sturnus vulgaris
Turdus philomelos
Turdus merula
Erithacus rubecula
Saxicola rubicola
Oenanthe oenanthe
Passer domesticus
Prunella modularis
Motacilla cinerea
Anthus pratensis
Anthus petrosus
Fringilla coelebs
Chloris chloris

Linaria cannabina
Carduelis carduelis

Scientific name
Oryctolagus cuniculus
Rattus norvegicus
Sciurus vulgaris
Erinaceus europaeus

Tursiops truncatus

Halichoerus grypus
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Butterflies & moths

I=Introduced
Common name
Large White
Small White
Small Copper
Holly Blue
Painted Lady
Red Admiral
Comma
Speckled Wood
Silver Y

Other insects

I=Introduced
Common name
Odonata
Common Bluetalil
Orthoptera

a stick insect - |
Coleoptera
Violet Oil Beetle

Scientific name
Pieris brassicae
Pieris rapae
Lycaena phlaeas
Celastrina argiolus
Vanessa cardui
Vanessa atalanta
Polygonia c-album
Pararge aegeria
Autographa gamma

Scientific name

Ischnura elegans

Acanthoxyla inermis

Meloe violaceus
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