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Tour Participants - Toby Collett (Leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 4th May 

A strange evening greeted us on arrival at the Shellbrooke Hotel in Hunstanton. It was warm and sunny! Possibly 

the first time for a while that the forecast had been good for the whole weekend and it meant we wouldn’t have 

to be changing plans last minute to avoid showers. The group all sounded keen and were buoyed further still by 

the forecast. Supper eaten and alarms set, we retired to our rooms to rest up prior to our pre-breakfast walk in 

the morning. 

Day 2 Saturday 5th May 

Holme would be the starting point for the weekend and would give us a nice introduction to the habitats and 

birds of this special part of the country. Cetti’s Warbler song burst from the bushes as we got out of the minibus. 

The rattle of Lesser Whitethroat soon joined in, with both being far easier to hear than see. A walk along the 

dunes produced a few Brent Geese along the shore line and a late drake Eider out at sea. Linnet and Reed 

Bunting flicked from bush to bush as we walked along the boardwalk while Shelduck whistled overhead. Two 

Barn Owls hunted along the ditch fringes while Marsh Harriers quartered the open grasslands. Near one of the 

many dew pools, we were lucky enough to hear Natterjack Toads calling from undergrowth. Holme really is a 

good site to spend a good few hours exploring but we were out of time and breakfast beckoned.  

 

With the weather being so good there was a chance that anything could turn up along the coast so we decided to 

head to our furthest point and work backwards. We arrived at Cley with news that a Purple Heron was around 

but as it hadn’t been seen for a while we decided not to hang around and made a move for the hides. We struck 

gold, well sandy brown really, just before the hides, as the still warm weather meant Bearded Tit activity was high 

and we had a small party pinging in front of us and darting across the boardwalk. Into the hides and we were 

treated to some amazing Marsh Harrier flybys. As we scanned the scrapes and picked out Little Egrets, a longer 

necked bird with a big yellow bill appeared out of the reeds. While not uncommon nowadays, it was still a nice 

surprise to see a Great Egret and go through the differences between it and their smaller cousins. A loud mewing 

had us looking upwards as a pristine adult Mediterranean Gull circled overhead. With news that the Purple 

Heron had been seen we popped back the 100m up the road for a look but to no avail. With the sun high in the 

sky, lunch and a cool down was called for. While tucking in to buns, rolls, soups and jacket potatoes we got wind 

of a singing Nightingale just up to road. Half an hour later we were tucked into a shaded lay-by listening to a 

non-dawn dawn chorus as Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Chaffinch and Robin gave it their all. Some 

loud “chUUps” echoed close by and we had our prize. This was the first Nightingale for many. We made our 

way slowly to Titchwell with as many eyes as possible scouring the skies for the four Common Cranes that had 

been moving along the coast that morning, but no luck though. 

 

Titchwell was as glorious as ever with the fresh marsh teeming with birds. Mediterranean Gulls, Avocets, Little 

Ringed Plovers, Marsh Harriers and Little Egrets were all big rarities 40 years ago and now here they were in 

abundance. The big news here was the arrival of several hundred Sandwich Terns the week before, possibly 

displaced from a Dutch colony. The clamorous “kirick-kirick” calls could be heard as soon as we stepped out of 

the visitor centre. We caught up with the warden Lizzie who had just found three distant Garganey. A nice 

addition to the Whimbrel, Ruff, Little Gulls and Cuckoo we’d seen earlier.  
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After supper we popped back to Titchwell to enjoy the roost as birds moved back on to the fresh marsh for the 

night. We scoured Thornham Marsh for owls but no luck, although as we’d had two at Holme the pressure was 

off and we could all sleep well. 

Day 3 Sunday 6th May 

Chosely Barns has become a regular hotspot for stop over Dotterels on spring passage and this year was no 

exception. After the long day yesterday in the sapping heat, the group opted to dip out on a pre-breakfast 

sojourn so Toby nipped out for a recce picking up three Dotterel in good light in the usual field, with Hares 

gambolling behind and a few Wheatear chasing along the bare surface. Yellowhammers sang from the hedgerows 

and Skylarks from far too high to place them. After breakfast we all returned to the site to find the birds had not 

only moved further away but were also against the sun. Bad times. We got to see them but poorly and distantly. 

A chance bumping into the Director of the BTO and we had the location of a bird to salvage our morning. 

Arriving at a disused quarry we all snuck out to look for our quarry. A fleeting flutter of wings and it was 

gone….. but not gone. An absolutely perfect and pristine Turtle Dove sat out in the sun just on the edge of the 

road allowing the group to all get fantastic views of this migrant which appears to be heading for extinction in 

the UK. 

 

Weeting Heath in the heart of the Brecklands was to be our next stop and the Goggle-eyed Heath Chicken, or 

Stone Curlew to those not living in the county, was our target. We had a great introductory chat from the warden 

James who very kindly took us over the road to check out some incredibly rare plant species that were just 

starting to appear. This was the only place in the country to see some of these species so we were treated to a 

private tour to see Fingered, Breckland and Spring Speedwell and Shepherds Cress. These plants need certain 

soils and specific management to keep them going so James and the team manage this area perfectly. The bare 

soils and warm weather meant we were nearly tripping over Common Lizards as they darted around. We spent 

some time in the shade of the hides enjoying the Stone Curlews and practising our phone scoping skills. 

 

After lunch we headed a few miles down the road to RSPB Lakenheath. Now a breeding site for Bittern and 

Common Crane, it’s hard to imagine these were carrot fields 20 years ago. While we saw neither, although 

frustratingly about half an hour away from having three Bitterns less than 20m from the hide, we did enjoy 

Marsh Harriers and Hobbies form the viewpoint. While it was nice in the sun, it did get a little too nice and it 

was hard going in the heat. A few of the group had brought their cars with them so we said our goodbyes as 

some headed home while the rest of us headed back to Hunstanton.  

 

A few of the group booked on to the New Forest tour over lunch so hopefully they all had as much fun on that 

trip as we did on this one.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species List 

Birds (✓ = recorded but not counted; + = approximate count; h = heard only) 

 Common Name Scientific Name May 

1 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa 2 4 

2 Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus ✓ ✓ 

3 Greylag Goose  Anser anser ✓ ✓ 

4 Pink-footed Goose  Anser brachyrhynchus 2   

5 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis ✓ ✓ 

6 Brent Goose  Branta bernicla 140   

7 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor ✓ ✓ 

8 Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiacus 1   

9 Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna 20   

10 Gadwall  Mareca strepera 13 4 

11 Teal  Anas crecca 10   

12 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 4 8 

13 Garganey Spatula querquedula 3   

14 Shoveler  Spatula clypeata 21 5 

15 Pochard  Aythya ferina 14   

16 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 1   

17 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula 14 2 

18 Eider  Somateria mollissima 1   

19 Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis 2   

20 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   1 

21 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus   4 

22 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 8 2 

23 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 4   

24 Great Egret Ardea alba 1   

25 Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 2 3 

26 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 8 4 

27 Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 1   

28 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 3   

29 Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 1   

30 Hobby Falco subbuteo    2 

31 Red Kite Milvus milvus 1   

32 Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus ✓ ✓ 

33 Coot  Fulica atra ✓ ✓ 

34 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus   3 

35 Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus 20   

36 Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta ✓   

37 Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus 50   

38 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola 1   

39 Dotterel Charadrius morinellus   3 

40 Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 1   

41 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 4   

42 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa 32   

43 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica 9   

44 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 2   

45 Redshank  Tringa totanus ✓   

46 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 1   

47 Dunlin  Calidris alpina 1   

48 Ruff  Calidris pugnax 17   
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 Common Name Scientific Name May 

1 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa 2 4 

49 Common Gull  Larus canus ✓   

50 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus 3   

51 Little Gull Larus cachinnans 2   

52 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus 2   

53 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓ ✓ 

54 Mediterranean Gull  Chroicocephalus melanocephalus 30   

55 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 100+   

56 Little Tern Sternula albifrons 1   

57 Common Tern Sterna hirundo 20+ 2 

58 Feral Pigeon  Columba l. 'feral' ✓ ✓ 

59 Stock Dove  Columba oenas 1 3 

60 Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ 

61 Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 2   

62 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur   1 

63 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus h   

64 Barn Owl  Tyto alba 2   

65 Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ 

66 Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula ✓ ✓ 

67 Rook  Corvus frugilegus ✓ ✓ 

68 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone ✓ ✓ 

69 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓ 

70 Great Tit Parus major   5 

71 Coal Tit Periparus ater   3 

72 Bearded Tit  Panurus biarmicus 16 h 

73 Skylark  Alauda arvensis 3 8 

74 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 12 5 

75 House Martin Delichon urbicum    4 

76 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti h h 

77 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   h 

78 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 2 3 

79 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 5 6 

80 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 6 9 

81 Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 1 3 

82 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 3 2 

83 Whitethroat Sylvia communis 5 3 

84 Goldcrest Regulus regulus   4 

85 Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes ✓ ✓ 

86 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ 

87 Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ 

88 Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ 

89 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos h   

90 Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   3 

91 Stonechat  Saxicola torquata 2 5 

92 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ 

93 Dunnock  Prunella modularis ✓ ✓ 

94 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrelli 4   

95 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 6 14 

96 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ 

97 Greenfinch  Chloris chloris ✓ ✓ 

98 Linnet  Linaria cannabina 4   

99 Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ 
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 Common Name Scientific Name May 

1 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa 2 4 

100 Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus ✓ ✓ 

101 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella   5 

Mammals 

Grey Squirrel, Sciurus carolinensis  Rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus 

European Hare, Lepus europaeus Muntjac, Muntiacus reevesi 

Chinese Water Deer, Hydropotes inermis Stoat, Mustela erminea 

Notable plants 

Fingered Speedwell  Breckland Speedwell 

Spring Speedwell Shepherds Cress 

Others 

Natterjack Toad  Orange Tip 

Brimstone Speckled Wood 

Common Lizard Small Copper 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 
 


