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Tour Leader:  Jon Stokes 
 
Participants:  Mr John McGeehin 
  Dr John Moor 
  Mr Anthony Shilling 
  Mrs Linda Shilling 
  Miss Linda Graham 
  Mr Alan Pipe 
  Mr Philip Austin 
  Mr Edward Banks 
 

 

Day 1  Friday 18th May 

Upon arrival at the hotel, the group ordered dinner and sat down for introductions in the hotel bar. This allowed 
everyone to get to know the group and set the template for the weekend, as all participants were asked if they 
had any special requests in terms of species that they wished to see. Nightjars, Honey Buzzards, Dartford 
warblers and Hawfinch were the requested species setting a formidable task for the group for the weekend. 
 
Dinner was excellent and then we went out to Pig Bush to look for Nightjars. En route we stopped on Beaulieu 
heath where nightjars could be heard calling, then we drove onto Pig Bush. This late evening walk is fantastic as 
even though we are in the “busy” south of England – it is exceptionally quiet on the heath in the evenings and 
very dark. 
 
As we arrived at the edge of the woodland at Pig Bush, the faint wind dropped, and we could here the ‘churring’ 
of Nightjars from over the heath. This amazing call was coming from several birds dotted about the heath but 
despite our best efforts we couldn’t actually see any.  However overhead Woodcock put in excellent displays – 
croaking and oinking like pigs. 
 
From across the heath a noise was drifting which registered in the brain, but it wasn’t for some considerable time 
that the leader could put a name to what he was hearing. Then suddenly he realised that it was some form of frog 
call from the ponds at the bottom of the Bishop’s Dyke. This has turned out to be an introduced group of 
‘Green Frogs’ although there is still some uncertainty whether they are Marsh or Pool frogs.   
 
The walk around the heath continued and was made more exciting by a group of over 30 ponies who decided to 
walk out of the darkness through the middle of the party…quite exciting in the dark! We turned at the bridge 
over the stream where we saw a fleeting glimpse of a Daubenton’s bat and better views of Pipistrelles. However 
the bat highlight of the trip was next to an ancient oak on the Forest edge when we recorded a group of bats 
flying together – subsequent analysis of the bat call revealing the group to be a mixed group of Serotines and 
Leislers bats.  
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Finally as we drove back we stopped again to hear nightjar and look at a small group of Fallow deer. 

Day 2  Saturday 19th May 

The day dawned brightly and at 9am we set off for our exploration of the Forest. First stop was the Bolderwood 
car park in the hope of seeing some deer or a Firecrest. Unfortunately neither species was visible and the only 
highlight was a beautiful moth called a Speckled yellow. After a short walk we went back to the van and drove 
into an area of beech forest. As we drove in the bus, a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker flashed across the road and 
landed in a tree just next to the road. Those passengers in the front few rows were lucky enough to see it 
however subsequent searching failed to yield it for the remainder of the group. 
 
Amongst the ancient beeches we stopped and looked at an ancient log. Here amongst the leaf litter was the rare 
Wood cricket, whose summer call from the tops of the trees is one of the special features of summer in the New 
Forest. However occasionally one can find them on the ground and the base of this tree was heaving with the 
beautiful little creatures. ‘Crawling’ over the log itself was also an extremely attractive red slime mould.  These 
amazing plants are a primitive group of fungi which live on dead and rotting wood and can during the course of 
the day move their position along a log. These plants are extremely difficult to identify and this amazing red plant 
still remains unidentified. However another pink slime mould growing with it has been identified as Lycogale 
terrestre.   
  
In the same clearing Redstarts were calling and then a group of three Hawfinch flew over and were observed by 
those quick off the mark. Our next stop was Mill Lawn, a beautiful area of the Forest, where we went to look for 
Lesser Butterfly Orchids. The walk across the lawn yielded a range of wetland plants – lousewort, bog pimpernel 
and pennywort, which took the groups attention. Then overhead we heard a buzzard calling. Searching the skies 
for it we found it, but then our attention was drawn to a pair of birds higher up in the sky. This pair were 
displaying and the immediate thing that drew ones attention was the massive disparity in size - one bird being 
nearly twice the size of the other. As they displayed to each other with amazing vigour, it became apparent that 
we were watching a pair of Goshawks, something the leader hadn’t seen in the Forest for over 10 years. 
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Unfortunately we were too early for orchids so we set off back to Minstead for our lunch. After lunch we 
wandered into the churchyard at Minstead to see the grave of Arthur Conan Doyle – perhaps one of the nicest 
places to be buried – under a spreading oak in the centre of the Forest. 
 
Our afternoon adventure took us to Beaulieu Heath. We walked from the woods at Denny along the back edge 
of the heath in the hope of seeing a Hobby or a Woodlark. Unfortunately despite a long walk we saw neither of 
our target birds, but the walk wasn’t wasted despite this, for we did see Hornets, Medicinal Leeches and Wood 
Warblers. Then as we neared the bus a strange robin like call drew the groups’ attention to an odd bird sitting in 
a tree just above their heads. Its bizarre ‘punky’ appearance and huge bill eventually led us to the realisation that 
here was a young Hawfinch, probably only recently fledged. Calling incessantly for its parents which were lurking 
around the edges of the clearing this beautiful bird closed out an excellent day. 

Day 3  Sunday 20th May 

6:30 and we set off for our first walk of the day. This was to an area of woodland to the north of Fritham Pond. 
Here the Forest has been largely untouched for a couple of hundred years and the early morning is a great time 
to wander through these splendid woods. Redstarts and Wood Warblers were calling and many Fallow Deer 
could be seen trotting thought he trees. 
 
As we approached the heath land at the top of the woods, our attention was drawn to a bird calling from the top 
of a small tree. It was a woodlark, which showed itself fantastically to the group and was much less of a walk 
than our failed attempt of yesterday. From this calling Woodlark we went into the ancient Holly Ringwood, 
where again there were large numbers of deer and one of the group had a stoat or weasel. 
  
Breakfast at the hotel and as the sun began to warm the air, we went to Acres Down, one of the best raptor 
points in the Forest. As we walked along the ridge to the south, a Wood Warbler called from the trees. This 
fantastic bird then put on a display for the whole group as it shivered its wings in the morning sunshine. Further 
along the ridge and our first raptor of the day – a Honey Buzzard came swinging across the top, low to the 
grounds and displaying the characteristic ‘cuckoo like’ long neck of the species. 
 
At this point we ran across another group of raptor watchers who had also seen the Honey Buzzard, and in 
whose company we then saw a Hobby, several Common Buzzards, a Sparrowhawk, a Kestrel, and 3 pairs of 
Goshawks. An amazing collection of raptors for 40 minutes! 
 
We then completed the circuit back to the van and had another Woodlark, singing Firecrests although we 
couldn’t see them, and many more Wood Warblers.  
 
Stopping for a cream tea, as we had used up a lot of our day and didn’t really have time for lunch, we decided on 
one last stop for the weekend - this was to look for Dartford Warblers and so we drove to Yew Tree Heath were 
they can often be found. Amazingly to end off what had been a very good weekends birding, a male Dartford 
was displaying in the gorse bushes along the entrance track. Abandoning the vehicle at the road, we all got out 
and had fantastic views of this beautiful bird. Then unfortunately it was time to go and we drove home on a high 
note. Amazingly we had actually recorded all the species that had been asked for on the first night, certainly not 
something that happens every time one has a weekend in the magnificent New Forest! 
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Species List 

      May 
  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 
1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus     √ 
2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis     √ 
3 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   √   
4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   √   
5 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos     √ 
6 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     √ 
7 Goshawk Accipter gentilis   √ √ 
8 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus     √ 
9 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo   √ √ 

10 Kestrel Falco tinnunculus     √ 
11 Hobby Falco subbuteo     √ 
12 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus √     
13 Curlew Numenius arquata √     
14 Redshank Tringa totanus √     
15 Woodcock Scolopax rusticola √     
16 Snipe Gallinago gallinago √     
17 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus √ √ √ 
18 Herring Gull Larus argentatus √ √ √ 
19 Woodpigeon Columba palumbus √ √ √ 
20 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto √ √ √ 
21 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus √     
22 Tawny Owl Sytix aluco √     
23 Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus √     
24 Swift Apus apus √ √ √ 
25 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis   √   
26 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   √ √ 
27 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor   √   
28 Skylark Alauda arvensis   √ √ 
29 Woodlark Lullula arborea     √ 
30 Sand Martin Riparia riparia     √ 
31 Swallow Hirundo rustica   √ √ 
32 House Martin Delichon urbica     √ 
33 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis     √ 
34 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis     √ 
35 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba   √ √ 
36 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes √ √ √ 
37 Dunnock Prunella modularis   √   
38 Robin Erithacus rubecula √ √ √ 
39 Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus   √ √ 
40 Stonechat Saxicola torquata   √ √ 
41 Blackbird Turdus merula √ √ √ 
42 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos √ √ √ 
43 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   √   
44 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata     √ 
45 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin   √ √ 
46 Whitethroat Sylvia communis   √ √ 
47 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca   √ √ 
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      May 
  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 

48 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   √ √ 
49 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix   √ √ 
50 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus √ √ √ 
51 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   √ √ 
52 Goldcrest Regulus regulus √ √ √ 
53 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus   √   
54 Marsh Tit Parus palustris   √   
55 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus   √ √ 
56 Great Tit Parus major √ √ √ 
57 Coal Tit Parus ater √ √ √ 
58 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   √ √ 
59 Nuthatch Sitta europaea   √   
60 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   √   
61 Starling Sturnus vulgaris   √ √ 
62 Jay Garrulus glandarius   √ √ 
63 Magpie Pica pica √ √ √ 
64 Jackdaw Corvus monedula   √ √ 
65 Carrion Crow Corvus corone  √ √   
66 Rook Corvus frugilegus   √   
67 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   √ √ 
68 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs     √ 
69 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes   √   
70 Siskin Carduelis spinus   √   
71 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris   √   
72 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   √   
73 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula   √   
74 Redpoll Carduelis flammea   √   
75 Linnet Acanthis cannabina   √   

 

 




