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Tour Leader:   Jon Stokes 
 
Tour Participants  Vaughan Patterson 
    Wes Donze 
    Wendy Parker 
    David Owen 
    Paul Watkins 
    Steve Cupit 
    Jacky Cupit 
    Ray Phillips 
    Jane Heptonstall 
    Susan Poston 
    Anthony King 

Day 1 Friday 16th May 

Upon arrival at the hotel, the group ordered dinner and sat down for introductions in the hotel bar. This allowed 
everyone to get to know the group and set the template for the weekend, as all participants were asked if they 
had any special requests in terms of species that they wished to see. Nightjars, Honey Buzzards, Dartford 
Warblers and Southern Damselfly were the requested species setting a formidable task for the group for the 
weekend. 
 
Dinner was excellent and then we went out to Pig Bush to look for Nightjars. This late evening walk is fantastic 
as even though we are in the “busy” south of England – it is exceptionally quiet on the heath in the evenings and 
very dark. We arrived at just after 9pm and immediately a Woodcock called as it flew over the car park. We 
walked through the wood and listened for Nightjar. All was silent, but another couple of Woodcock then chose 
to fly by, calling as they went.  
 
One of the group members then noticed a bird flying around over the ridge, and immediately we thought we had 
found a Nightjar in flight. Oddly, it turned out not to be a Nightjar, but a pair of Hobbies, feeding in the very 
last remnants of the daylight. Then a Nightjar began to call from a long way off on the heath, but stopped all too 
suddenly, after just a few minutes.  
 
We then walked out across the heath to a ridge where we tried out bat detectors. The ‘wet-slap’ call of the 
Pipistrelles was heard, which came to feed off insects in the torch light. 
 
We continued to seek the call of the nightjar, but none could be heard, however as we walked back to the 
woodland the bat detectors began to go mad. Calls at various frequencies and speeds could be heard from all 
around us, and switching on the torch revealed masses of bats calling from all around us. Many small Pipistrelles 
flew past, then a long eared bat was heard and seen, then larger bats began to fly through the torch light – a 
Leislers bat and some Serotines. Finally one of the myotis species called – a Whiskered or Natterers, just to add a 
little spice to a lengthening list of bats seen.  
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We then drove out to another area of heath, where after a few false starts, another Nightjar called well, although 
we could not catch sight of this elusive species. 

Day 2 Saturday 17th May 

The day dawned overcast but dry, despite the weather forecast, and at 9am we set off for our exploration of the 
Forest. First stop was Pig Bush again to see if we could get a better view of the Hobbies. Despite trying there 
were none to be seen, but a Dartford Warbler put on a typically elusive view, calling well but showing to only 
half the group. 
 
Overhead the Buzzards began to circle and as we reached the footpath through the bog we heard a short snatch 
of the call of a Nightingale from the bushes (later a Thrush Nightingale was reported from Portland causing 
some of the group and the leader to panic over the fact that they may have walked away from a Hampshire 
Thrush Nightingale – a major rarity! 
 
As we walked the air was full with calls of Tree Pipits, whose parachuting flights could be seen all around us.  
Then close to the far edge of heath there was the unmistakeable call of a Raven coming from the trees. Surprised 
– for Ravens are not common in this area of the forest – we watched and saw 2 Ravens being harassed by crows. 
Then above our heads Buzzards began to circle in a thermal and Redstarts called from the trees. Stopping briefly 
as we walked, a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker called from a neighbouring tree, and Nuthatches and Treecreepers 
flew around amongst a few Redstarts. 
 
After a short drive we stopped amongst some of the New Forests ancient Beeches, and looked at an ancient log. 
Here amongst the leaf litter was the rare Wood Cricket, whose summer call from the tops of the trees is one of 
the special features of summer in the New Forest. However occasionally one can find them on the ground and 
the base of this tree was heaving with the beautiful little creatures.  
 
 We then drove to the Bolderwood car park in the hope of seeing some deer or a Firecrest. There were over 100 
deer visible in the deer enclosure, two of which were within feet of the viewing platform, and then a Firecrest 
called from the trees above our heads. Craning our necks to look upwards, half the group again had good views 
of the Firecrest, flashing its brightly coloured crest at them, but again half the group couldn’t find it. Fortunately 
some of the group members who had missed the Dartford Warbler, saw the Firecrest, so some balance was 
restored to the group. 
 
Then lunch in Minstead and a quick look at Arthur Conan Doyle’s grave in the graveyard, although even this 
interlude was not wildlife-free and a strange call was heard floating down from above, which sounded very like 
the call of a crane! Our next stop was Mill Lawn, a beautiful area of the Forest, where we went to look for 
Southern Damselfly. The walk across the lawn yielded a range of wetland plants – Lousewort, Bog Pimpernel 
and Pennywort, which took the groups attention. Unfortunately the overcast day yielded no damselflies of any 
species, but a pair of Mandarin Ducks flew away from us. 
 
Our trip then took us to Matley bog, where little was to be seen as the glowering clouds finally produced a little 
rain, and we decided to head home for tea.  
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However on return to the minibus, we noticed a photographer photographing something in the bog, and being 
naturally curious we set about to discover what they were photographing. It turned out to be a rare fern called 
Pillwort. 
 
Finally on our return to the hotel we stopped at various locations to look for wild service trees, Hampshire 
Pursleine and Suffocating Clover, some of the many New Forest rare plants. 
  

Day 3 Sunday 18th May 

6:30 and we set off for our first outing of the day. This was a spot known to be good for Dartford Warblers and 
within a few minutes of our arrival, a male was singing and displaying well from the top of a gorse bush. This 
species really is the highlight of any trip to the Forest, its scratchy call drawing ones’ eye to this beautiful species. 
 
We then set off to the coast and only five minutes after we had left the Dartford Warblers, another of the target 
species was seen – a fantastic Honey Buzzard which flew low across the heath, giving excellent views of all the 
diagnostic features of this rare New Forest summer bird. 
  
Continuing down to the coast, we arrived to hear that there was a Glossy Ibis in residence on the marshes. This 
is a fantastically rare bird in Hampshire and we were rewarded with excellent views of this Mediterranean 
vagrant. Then more normal species in the form of Common and Little Terns, feeding on the creeks, waders – 
Little Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, Bar-tailed Godwits, Whimbrel and Ringed Plover, plus Reed and Sedge 
Warblers and Whitethroats everywhere. With such a feast of birds on display it was difficult to know where to 
look next. 
 
Then breakfast and off to Acres Down. Here in the most famous raptor watching spot in the Forest we started 
with the display of a Woodlark, which called almost the whole time we were present – one of the nicest calls of 
any bird in the Forest. Over the trees in front of us Buzzards began to circle and high up we spotted a pair of 
Goshawks displaying in the morning sunshine. Then another Honey Buzzard, more Buzzards, a Sparrowhawk, 
Kestrel and Hobby were all seen.  
 
Flying around us we also Rose Chafer, these glorious green beetles showing off there fantastic iridescence in the 
morning sun. 
 
Then back to Beaulieu heath as one of the group wanted a better view of a Hobby. We walked from the woods 
at Denny along the back edge of the heath, seeing various damsel and dragonfly species – Broad-bodied Chaser, 
4-spot Chaser, Large Red and Common Blue Damselfly. We also saw hornets, medicinal leeches and had 
fantastic views of 6 Hobbies feed on dragonflies over the bog. 
 
Finally on our return to the van we had fleeting glimpses of 2 Hawfinch, before retiring to an excellent ‘Cream 
Tea’ at one of the Forests finest eating places. Then home having had an excellent weekend of the New Forest’s 
finest wildlife. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 
Naturetrek Facebook
Many participants of Naturetrek tours like to remain in touch after the holiday, to share photos, comments and 
future travel plans. Until now we've provided no suitable platform for post-tour networking. Now, though, we're 
delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page.  
 
The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-
Holidays/9765181485. Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. Do please pay 
us a visit! 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
http://www.facebook.com/
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Species List 
Birds 

      May 
  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 
1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus    

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis    

3 Little Egret Egretta garzetta    

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea    

5 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus    

6 Mute Swan Cygnus olor    

7 Canada Goose Branta canadensis    

8 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos    

9 Shoveler Anas clypeata    

10 Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata    
11 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula    

12 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus    

13 Goshawk Accipter gentilis    

14 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus    

15 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo    

16 Kestrel Falco tinnunculus    

17 Hobby Falco subbuteo    

18 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa    

19 Grey Partridge Perdix perdix    

20 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus    

21 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus    

22 Coot Fulica atra    

23 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus    

24 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola    

25 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius    

26 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula    

27 Curlew Numenius arquata    

28 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus    

29 Bar Tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica    

30 Dunlin Calidris alpina    

31 Redshank Tringa totanus    

32 Woodcock Scolopax rusticola    
33 Snipe Gallinago gallinago    

34 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus    

35 Herring Gull Larus argentatus    

36 Little Tern Sterna albifrons    

37 Common Tern Sterna hirundo    

38 Woodpigeon Columba palumbus    

39 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto    

40 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus    

41 Tawny Owl Strix aluco    
42 Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus    
43 Swift Apus apus    

44 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis    
45 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major    

46 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor    
47 Skylark Alauda arvensis    

48 Woodlark Lullula arborea    
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      May 
  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 
49 Sand Martin Riparia riparia    

50 Swallow Hirundo rustica    

51 House Martin Delichon urbica    

52 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis    

53 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis    

54 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba    

55 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea    
56 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes    

57 Dunnock Prunella modularis    
58 Robin Erithacus rubecula    

59 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos    
60 Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus    

61 Stonechat Saxicola torquata    

62 Blackbird Turdus merula    

63 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos    

64 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus    
65 Reed warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus    

66 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus    

67 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata    

68 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin    

69 Whitethroat Sylvia communis    

70 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca    

71 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla    

72 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix    

73 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus    

74 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita    

75 Goldcrest Regulus regulus    

76 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus    
77 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus    

78 Great Tit Parus major    

79 Coal Tit Parus ater    

80 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus    

81 Nuthatch Sitta europaea    
82 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris    
83 Starling Sturnus vulgaris    

84 Jay Garrulus glandarius    

85 Magpie Pica pica    

86 Jackdaw Corvus monedula    

87 Carrion Crow Corvus corone     
88 Rook Corvus frugilegus    
89 House Sparrow Passer domesticus    

90 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs    

91 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes    
92 Siskin Carduelis spinus    
93 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris    
94 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis    
95 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula    
96 Redpoll Carduelis flammea    
97 Linnet Acanthis cannabina    
98 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus    

 

 




