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Tour Leader:    Jon Stokes (Naturetrek Leader & Naturalist) 

 

Participants:    Jeff Roebuck      

June Roebuck   

Shirley Cirrone   

Barbara Kent   

Kay Lethem  

    Wendy Lethem   

George Malcolm 

    Sonia Donaghy   

Robert Fell  

    Linda Fell  

    Chris Marsh  

    Lizzie Marsh  

    Jane McDowell  

    Brian Taylor  

Day 1 Friday 26th February 

The start of this first Naturetrek weekend in the ‘New Forest in Winter’ was an interesting one for the guide, as 

the forecast for Sunday was for a major depression to hit the south coast. The forecast was for 100 mile an hour 

winds and 4 inches of rain, which would strike the coast over night Saturday/Sunday. Just the sort of news one 

likes to hear when planning a weekend outdoors! 

 

Arriving at the hotel, the group met up, had dinner and then settled down in the lounge for a chat about the 

New Forest, it's history and ecology, and the plans for the weekend, including the "What if, on Sunday” plan.  

Day 2 Saturday 27th February 

Despite the worries over tomorrow, Saturday morning dawned still, overcast and slight damp, but otherwise a 

perfectly nice morning. So we set off for Denny Wood, a local unofficial bird feeding station, where many of the 

New Forests common birds come for food. As the food was being placed on the gateposts, Blue and Great Tits 

were so eager that they were buzzing the leaders head. Standing a little way off, we then saw a procession of Blue 

and Great Tits, Great Spotted Woodpeckers, Chaffinch, Nuthatch and Coal Tits. One of the more uncommon 

birds here is the Marsh Tit and after a while some began to arrive. To facilitate better views the van was used as 

an impromptu hide, allowing excellent views of these beautiful birds.  

 

Soon however we had to be moving and our next stop was Acres Down, a good place to find Goshawks. As we 

walked we found some beautiful Crossbills, the vibrant red males sitting conveniently atop a neighbouring tree 

giving excellent views. As we watched them, the leader spotted a male Goshawk cruising over the treetops, 

looking for a mate. He was on display for about 10 minutes showing what graceful birds these hunters are. A 

little further on we looked at the Holly ringwoods, one of the most important ecological elements in the natural 

history of the Forest, and on the return walk four Woodlarks showed well to one and all.  
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Our next stop was lunch, before heading to look for an over-wintering Great Grey Shrike. Unfortunately this 

bird could not be located, so we made our way to a winter Hawfinch roost. As we waited for these beautiful large 

finches, a tame Robin kept us occupied, whilst Goldcrests flitted amongst the trees. Then the sharp eyes of 

Lizzie, the youngest of the group, spotted the first Hawfinch flying to the roost. Frustratingly another 15 or 

more lurked around the treetops, never giving good views and after 30 minutes we had to leave for the last stop 

of the day. As half the party moved toward the van, the other half found a beautiful Hawfinch on a tree, which 

showed so well that photographs could be taken - and were. 

 

As we drove to the north of the Forest for our last stop, there was a moment’s panic when the sharp-eyed Lizzie 

again spotted something - this time a Red Kite. Much hilarity occurred however when the tail and string were 

noticed, along with its two small owners, who were flying it! 

 

Our last stop of the afternoon was at a known Hen Harrier roost. We walked out for a mile onto the heath to a 

convenient lookout over the Forest, but as the sun began to set, there was no sign of the harriers. However there 

were huge flocks of Linnets, Goldfinches and a few Ravens, and the air was still and quite mild, making for 

much discussion about the impending storm overnight.  

Still darkness was drawing in and it became time for departure, although as were returned to the van one final 

highlight of the day occurred, when a fantastic male Goshawk swept imperiously through the gorse bushes 

looking for a late supper.  

 

So we went back to the hotel for dinner, although not before spotting some truly intriguing moths flying over 

the road that the leader tragically failed to catch. More homework required here! Then dinner, ‘questions and 

answers’, and bed… 

Day 3 Sunday 28th February 

The much-trailed storm altered track overnight, and passed further south of us, and so a relieved leader met the 

group on a slightly damp, but otherwise calm morning. Setting off into the Forest, the inch of rain that had fallen 

overnight was evident as the Forest was saturated, the rivers and temporary streams being full of water and 

allowing us to see the nationally uncommon riverine woodland systems of the Forest, at their best.  

 

As we drove north the rain decreased and by the time of our first stop at Ibsley, it had completely dried out. 

Here large numbers of Mute Swans were feeding on the floodplains of the River Avon, and amongst them were 

a few of Hampshire's only winter flock of Bewick Swans. Shelduck, Canada Geese and Greylags also were on 

view as was a large passing Heron. Then the unstoppable Lizzie called a "white heron", which turned out to be a 

Great White Egret. This bird had been present in the area for a few months but had become very difficult to see. 

However for us he couldn't have been more co-operative, even doing a close flyby, allowing some excellent 

pictures to be taken. 

 

As the weather had been forecast to be terrible, the leader had booked into the Blashford Reserve, to take 

advantage of their hides against the potential storm. Even though they weren't now necessary to keep us dry, we 

decided to visit them anyway. This was a good move as we got fantastic views of Siskin and Redpolls, plus 80 

Brambling, which were stunning. On the lakes there was also a huge range of wildfowl to watch and as we left 
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we found the beautiful and uncommon Scarlet Elf Cup Fungus, which occurs on rotting moss covered logs in 

winter. 

 

Our final stop before lunch was at Eyeworth Pond, where a dozen Mandarins were swimming and displaying, 

and a Marsh and Willow Tit allowed for comparisons to be made.  

 

After lunch, we had time for one more stop, and chose to visit the coast. Here large numbers of Brent Geese, 

Pintails, Curlew and Knot could be seen, whilst one solitary Slavonian Grebe floated offshore. The backdrop of 

the Needles on the Isle of Wight, also made for a dramatic close to our weekend, and reluctantly we dragged 

ourselves back to the van for the return to the hotel.  

 

However we were still not quite finished, as we managed to record two deer species - Fallow and Roe on our last 

drive of the weekend, before finally arriving back, after an excellent weekend in the Forest.      

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485


Winter in the New Forest  Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek     June 10 
 

Species List 

Birds 

      February 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 

1 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus   1 

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   1 

3 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus   1 

4 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   1 

5 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   10 

6 Great Egret Egretta alba   1 

7 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   1 

8 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   30 

9 Bewick's Swan Cygnus columbianus   1 

10 Canada Goose Branta canadensis 10   

11 Brent Goose (Pale-bellied) Branta bernicla   1000 

12 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna   100 

13 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 1 10 

14 Gadwall Anas strepera   200 

15 Pintail Anas acuta   200 

16 Shoveler Anas clypeata   100 

17 Wigeon Anas penelope   500 

18 Teal Anas crecca   10 

19 Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata   10 

20 Pochard Aythya ferina   1 

21 Scaup Aythya marila     

22 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula   1 

23 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 1   

24 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 1   

25 Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 2   

26 Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2   

27 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus   1 

28 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus   1 

29 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   1 

30 Coot Fulica atra   10 

31 Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus   50 

32 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus   30 

33 Knot Calidris canutus   200 

34 Dunlin Calidris alpina   1 

35 Redshank Tringa totanus   10 

36 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa   10 

37 Curlew Numenius arquata   50 

38 Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 1   
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 

39 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus   100 

40 Common Gull Larus canus   10 

41 Herring Gull Larus argentatus   10 

42 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus   1 

43 Woodpigeon Columba palumbus   1 

44 Stock Dove Columba oenas 2   

45 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 2   

46 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 5   

47 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 4   

48 Skylark Alauda arvensis   10 

49 Woodlark Lullula arborea 4   

50 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 5 5 

51 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 1   

52 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 1   

53 Dunnock Prunella modularis 1   

54 Robin Erithacus rubecula 1   

55 Blackbird Turdus merula 1 1 

56 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 1 1 

57 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 1 5 

58 Redwing Turdus iliacus 1 30 

59 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 0 30 

60 Goldcrest Regulus regulus 5   

61 Marsh Tit Parus palustris 10   

62 Willow Tit Parus montanus   1 

63 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 100   

64 Great Tit Parus major 100   

65 Coal Tit Parus ater 10   

66 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 1   

67 Nuthatch Sitta europaea 5   

68 Starling Sturnus vulgaris   10 

69 Magpie Pica pica   3 

70 Jackdaw Corvus monedula   3 

71 Raven Corvus corax 2   

72 Carrion Crow Corvus corone  2   

73 Rook Corvus frugilegus 2   

74 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   1 

75 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 1 30 

76 Brambling Fringella montifringilla    80 

77 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes   15 

78 Siskin Carduelis spinus   100 

79 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris   30 
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 

80 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   40 

81 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 2   

82 Redpoll Carduelis flammea   20 

83 Linnet Acanthis cannabina   100 

84 Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 4   

 


