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Tour Leader:   Jon Stokes 

 

Participants:    Ann Fleming   

Mike Hames   

Anne Hames  

    David Speed  

    Jenny Speed  

    Owen Hydes  

    Carol Hydes  

    Ciaran Hydes  

    Alison Williams  

    Tracy Solman  

    Vera Solman  

    Marion Hession     

    Ann Aitken  

    Bruce Aitken   

Day 1 Friday 14th May 

At the start of the Naturetrek weekend, we gathered in the bar of the hotel before dinner, for the welcome 

gathering and a “get to know you” session. Then after a good meal, we set off for an evening walk. At Pig Bush, 

the sky was clear and Venus was shining in the western sky. Robins were calling and distant Cuckoos could be 

heard from across the heath. As we stopped on the edge of the heathland, Snipe were drumming overhead and 

from the distance, there was the faint call of a Woodcock. Walking further, more Snipe were drumming and we 

saw a solitary Nightjar flying overhead. Unfortunately as soon as it was present, it was gone.  

 

A fox „yipped‟ in the distance and then the chattering of a Badger echoed through the woodland. Tragically 

however the cold north-easterly winds that we have been enduring for the last few weeks had kept the majority 

of the nightjars away and for the remainder of the walk silence was our main companion (apart from the odd 

squeaks and grunts from passing Woodcock). Returning to the van we stopped in another area of the heath, but 

again all we could hear was silence so we returned to the hotel for bed, glimpsing one Fallow Deer running 

across the heath as we drove.  

Day 2 Saturday 15th May 

The day dawned bright, clear and cold but sunny.  As we set off there were all sorts of possible destinations, but 

we decided to look for Firecrests first. As we arrived at the site, the first birds we could hear were the ever 

present Goldcrests trilling in the tree tops, surrounded by the usual chorus of Blackbirds, Blackcaps and Robins. 

Walking through the trees the distinctive trill of a Firecrest was heard and almost immediately there it was, 

flitting amongst the lower branches of a tall tree. Unfortunately not all the group got a good view and as 

suddenly as it had appeared it was gone… We walked then into an ancient area of beech trees hoping to find a 

Hawfinch, but instead recorded Redstarts, Treecreeper, and lots of the tiny but interesting wood crickets. A Slow 

Worm slipped from a patch of sunshine, and dived into cover and overhead, a Tawny Owl disturbed all the 

other birds, before gliding away through the trees.  
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The next part of our journey took us through ancient woodland, where beside the road we spotted a moulting 

Red Deer. This beautiful creature was feeding on the „spring green‟ beech leaves, standing on it's back legs and 

stretching its neck in an almost „giraffe like‟ pose to get the young leaves. It showed extremely well for 10 

minutes before we had to leave for our next stop.  

 

Our final stop of the morning was at Acres down, where we saw a Red Kite, and luckily had excellent views of 

one of the first returning Honey Buzzards, which displayed well. A neighbouring stallion New Forest pony, 

intent on protecting his harem from any interlopers, showed much of the behaviour of a wild horse and was 

fascinating to watch.  

 

After a good pub lunch, we set off toward the north of the forest. As we drove out onto the open heath we saw 

our first Hobby of the weekend, which was catching insects and feeding on them on the wing. Other birds of 

prey were also about, including the inevitable Buzzard and a few Kestrels. We then drove to the northwest 

corner of Hampshire to look at Martin Down. Here Green Winged Orchids were in flower, Dingy Skipper 

Butterflies were on the wing and another pair of Hobbies was flying around, one hunting close to the ground for 

insects, passing close to the group in its pursuit of prey. In the bushes surrounding us, Turtle Doves called, and a 

beautiful Yellowhammer was much admired as it sang its heart out.  

 

Driving back for dinner a Dartford Warbler shot over the road, but  was only seen by the guide and one of the 

group, but a huge herd of Fallow Deer were visible and nearby a beautiful male Stonechat was calling and 

displaying to his mate. After dinner, a few hardy soles ventured out onto various parts of the forest, looking 

again for the elusive Nightjars. They were not found, but Leislers Bats flew close overhead on a slightly warmer 

evening. 

Day 3 Sunday 16th May 

6am and we set off for a nearby area of heathland. Here the scratchy calls of Dartford Warblers drew us „thither 

and yon‟ over the heath. In this area of the forest Dartfords had survived the harsh winter, even though on other 

areas of the forest their numbers have reduced dramatically, but it was hard to get a good view. However we 

then discovered a pair who displayed beautifully, repeatedly flying into a small birch and giving everyone 

excellent views. In the distance Curlew and Lapwing called, and behind us there was a pair of Woodlarks, but the 

morning was extremely chilly so eventually we had to retreat back to the van. Next we set off to look for 

Hawfinch and Firecrests, but succeeding only in getting excellent views of Redstart, and fleeting glimpses of a 

pair of Firecrests.   

 

A hearty breakfast followed and then off for another outing. We decided to try for Goshawk again, but the 

weather was against us and no birds of prey were visible. However we did explore the ancient woodlands of the 

forest, heard and saw Wood Warbler and Spotted Flycatcher, and kept out of the cold winds that were still 

blowing. A late cream tea was followed by a look at a wild service tree, and the rare plants of Hatchett Pond, 

including the extremely rare, but ever so slightly dull, Hampshire Pursleine. This was our last stop of the trip and 

we returned to the hotel, made our goodbyes and heading off from the Forest, having gained an insight into the 

history and ecology of this amazing area of Britain, plus having seen many of its special birds and plants. 
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Species List 

Birds 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 

1 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea      

2 Mute Swan Cygnus olor      

3 Canada Goose Branta canadensis      

4 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos      

5 Gadwall Anas strepera      

6 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus      

7 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo      

8 Kestrel Falco tinnunculus     

9 Hobby Falco subbuteo      

10 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus      

11 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus      

12 Coot Fulica atra      

13 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus       

14 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus    

15 Curlew Numenius arquata    

16 Redshank Tringa totanus      

17 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos       

18 Woodcock Scolopax rusticola      

19 Snipe Gallinago gallinago     

20 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus     

21 Herring Gull Larus argentatus     

22 Woodpigeon Columba palumbus    

23 Stock Dove Columba oenas     

24 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto    

25 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur      

26 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus    

27 Barn Owl Tyto alba      

28 Tawny Owl Sytix aluco      

29 Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus      

30 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis      

31 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major     

32 Skylark Alauda arvensis     

33 Woodlark Lullula arborea      

34 Swallow Hirundo rustica      

35 House Martin Delichon urbica      

36 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis      

37 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis     

38 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba     

39 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes     

40 Dunnock Prunella modularis      

41 Robin Erithacus rubecula     

42 Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus     

43 Stonechat Saxicola torquata     

44 Blackbird Turdus merula     

45 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos     

46 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus      

47 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata     
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 

48 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin     

49 Whitethroat Sylvia communis     

50 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla     

51 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix      

52 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus     

53 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita     

54 Goldcrest Regulus regulus     

55 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus     

56 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata      

57 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus     

58 Great Tit Parus major     

59 Coal Tit Periparus ater     

60 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     

61 Nuthatch Sitta europaea     

62 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris     

63 Starling Sturnus vulgaris     

64 Jay Garrulus glandarius     

65 Magpie Pica pica     

66 Jackdaw Corvus monedula     

67 Carrion Crow Corvus corone       

68 Rook Corvus frugilegus      

69 House Sparrow Passer domesticus     

70 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs     

71 Siskin Carduelis spinus      

72 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris      

73 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis      

74 Redpoll Carduelis flammea      

75 Linnet Acanthis cannabina     

76 Crossbill Loxia curvirostra     

77 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella     

78 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus      

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

