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Tour participants: Jon Stokes (leader) with seven Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 20th May 

The group met before dinner and we talked about plans for the weekend before sitting down to a great meal.  

The weather forecast was not encouraging for the weekend, so our plans were a bit ‘in the air’ as who knew what 

we might find! 

 

After dinner we set off for a stroll on a neighbouring heathland. The hint of rain was in the air as we got out of 

the minibus, but it was humid and mild as we set off through the woodland. Around us the calls of large 

numbers of Song Thrushes and Common Blackbirds echoed from the tree tops, joined by a chorus of European 

Robins. As we emerged from the wood onto the dark heathland, the calls of European Stonechats were 

everywhere and in the distance Common Snipe were drumming. 

  

Walking across the heath we heard Eurasian Curlew and Common Redshank, and in a bog more Common Snipe 

and a few Common Cuckoos could be heard. Then, from across the heath, the chur of a European Nightjar or 

two could be heard. Unfortunately at this point the rain began to fall so we returned towards the shelter of the 

woods. As we went, the bat detector picked out Noctule bats which began to fly past our heads heading out to 

feed. The size of these superb creatures surprised some of the group as they went past. Then a Eurasian 

Woodcock put on a brief fly past. Sheltering under the trees in the rain, Pipistrelle and Soprano Pipistrelle were 

the only other bats we detected, and the distant chur of the nightjars was frustrating. As the rain set in, we gave 

up and headed back to the vehicle. 

  

Before returning to the hotel however, we drove into a large woodland block where a few Fallow Deer were 

visible and as the rain slackened to a drizzle, we went for another short walk through ancient beeches. Wildlife 

was largely absent except for a group of young stallion ponies whose charge through the Forest caused the group 

to take refuge under a tree to avoid being knocked over in their haste. Oh the perils of an evening in the Forest!  

Day 2 Saturday 21st May 

The morning dawned overcast and slightly moist. We headed off for our first stop; a return to the woodland of 

last night where the rain was failing lightly as we got out of the vehicle. Last night’s Song Thrushes and Common 

Blackbirds were joined in song by the ‘tick-tick’ calls of Common Redstarts which flitted elusively amongst the 

trees. European Robins showed well – often looking like the redstarts they weren't. 

   

As we walked out on the wet heathland, the rain slackened and in wet ditches we found Three-lobed Water 

Crowsfoot (Ranunculus tripartitus). A Eurasian Treecreeper showed well as it fed on an oak, and at the base of the 

old oaks were large Southern Bracket fungi (Ganoderma australi). In the small streams there were large Medicinal 

Leeches (Hirudo medicinalis) (although nobody fancied demonstrating their capacities to draw blood) and around  

an old oak, huge Hornets were gathering food from rotten areas of bark. The grass sward we were walking over 

was full of Bird’s-foot Fenugreek (Trifolium ornithopodioides), an uncommon plant elsewhere but common in the 

New Forest.  
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As we walked, distant rumbles of thunder could be heard. We set off across open heathland where Dartford 

Warblers breed but the wet conditions kept them hidden, over perfect Woodlark country but the wet conditions 

kept them hidden too, and to perfect Red Crossbill territory where the crossbills didn't care about the damp air 

and were showing well! Just a short distance on from the crossbills we stopped to look at a Tree Pipit in a tree 

and a large bird of prey was spotted by Jon. This quickly resolved itself to be a stunning Montagu’s Harrier, 

whose bouncing flight was being impeded by a pair of Carrion Crows who were harassing it as it flew across the 

forest. Tragically, as quickly as we had found it, it was gone, but a super bird nonetheless. 

  

The early shoots of Wild Gladioli (Gladiolus illicicus) were next; a rare specialist of the New Forest. Then amongst 

the trees a stunning yellow Sulphur Polypore fungus (Laetiporus sulphureus) was growing on the side of a dead 

Beech. Finally, back at the vehicle, the sounds of the thrushes had been exchanged for the calls of Stock Doves 

as we arrived, damp but happy and ready for lunch. 

  

The Brockenhurst chip shop was our foraging place for lunch, and having gathered fish and chips we drove a 

mile into the New Forest to eat. As we fed, the rain began to pour, but it didn't diminish the pleasure of the very 

good fish and chips. After the food we had a look at the moonscape lawn that is Balmer Lawn – a unique 

landscape dominated by anthills of the Yellow Meadow Ant (Lasius flavu). At a toilet in the woods, Common 

Firecrests sang and revealed themselves in tall conifers.  

 

Next we headed to Blashford lakes, where the hides offered shelter from the now persistent rain. Birds were 

plentiful however and the highlights included a Great Spotted Woodpecker on the feeders, a Goosander 

swimming around, Egyptian Geese and huge numbers of Common Swifts (1,000+), Common House Martins, 

Barn Swallows and Sand Martins (10,000+). Jon then found two species of Polypore fungus which resolved 

themselves to be Tuberous Polypore (Polyporus tuberaster) and Fringed Polypore (Polyporus ciliates). A Common 

Kingfisher flashed down the river for one lucky member of the group. 

   

Our final stop of the day was an area of alder carr woodland where Willow Warblers and Common Redstarts 

called and a super Grey Wagtail graced us with his presence. On a willow, Willow Bracket fungus (Phellinus 

igniarius) was growing and European Stonechats chatted away from the low neighbouring bushes. Then it was 

home for dinner, via a Wild Service Tree (Sorbus torminalis), and eventually bed after a good, if damp, day in the 

New Forest.  

Day 3 Sunday 22nd May 

We had an early start this morning and the New Forest mists were abundant; but at least it was dry. Our first trip 

was in excellent Dartford Warbler habitat where, after a slow start, Dartford Warblers eventually began to sing 

from gorse bushes. Five different males eventually made it onto the list. A Woodlark also disappeared into the 

heather whilst overhead Eurasian Skylarks and Tree Pipits were abundant. 

  

A repeat visit to the Alder woodland added a calling Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, although it remained hidden to 

view, but a splendid Spotted Flycatcher extended our range of bird species. As we left this beautiful spot to 

return for breakfast, news of a major rarity on the coast stirred the pulse of some of the group! This was news of 

a Stilt Sandpiper, an American species with only 38 British records, seven of which are in the spring and two of 
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which are in Hampshire. Before we could set off to see the bird there was the minor matter of breakfast to deal 

with.  

 

Having taken our fill of breakfast and settled any bills, we set off for the coast with fingers and toes crossed. 

Arriving at Keyhaven there was a tiny parking problem due to the number of twitchers, but fairly rapidly we were 

looking at a stunning Stilt Sandpiper; the 300th British species for one of the group. His smiles said volumes and 

after enjoying the bird, we turned our attention to the host of other birdlife on the reserve. Here Common and 

Little Terns displayed beautifully, often only yards from us; Sedge and Eurasian Reed Warblers baffled the ear; 

Brent Geese and Eider Ducks confused us as to the season; Barn Swallows and Common Swifts screamed 

overhead, and out to sea an adult Pomarine Skua graced the morning with a fly past. Could the hour get any 

better? Well yes it could as Jon located a drake Garganey hiding in the rear of the pool, which after a few minutes 

took flight and passed close to us, flashing his stunning plumage and bold eye stripe. What a stunner! 

 

We then collected some sandwiches from a local store and drove back into the New Forest for our last stop of 

the trip. Here at Acres Down we arrived to another torrential downpour, but after the sandwiches and a cup of 

tea, the sun came out and we trekked onto the heathland. A couple of Common Buzzards sat drying off in a tree 

whilst a Northern Goshawk cruised along the treetops. Along with Tree Pipits, Woodlarks called. One Woodlark 

flew around showing its bizarre ‘tail-less’ flight and a couple of Hawfinches passed over.  

 

Too rapidly however, our time had run out so with fond farewells, we separated at the hotel having had a varied 

weekend weather-wise, but a stunning weekend of wildlife.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 21 

1 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   ✓ ✓ 

2 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓ 

3 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   ✓ ✓ 

4 Canada Goose Branta canadensis     ✓ 

5 Brent Goose Branta branta     ✓ 

6 Common Eider Somateria mollissima     ✓ 

7 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos     ✓ 

8 Garganey  Anas querquedula     ✓ 

9 Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiacus   ✓   

10 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata   ✓ ✓ 

11 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna   ✓   

12 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula   ✓   

13 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser   ✓   

14 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis     ✓ 

15 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps grisegena     ✓ 

16 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo     ✓ 

17 Northern Goshawk Accipter gentilis     ✓ 

18 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo     ✓ 

19 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   ✓ ✓ 

20 Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus   ✓   

21 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus   ✓ ✓ 

22 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra   ✓ ✓ 

23 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   ✓   

24 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus ✓ ✓ ✓ 

25 Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus      ✓ 

26 Common Redshank Tringa totanus ✓     

27 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata ✓  ✓ ✓ 

28 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus     ✓ 

29 Dunlin Calidris alpina      ✓ 

30 Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola ✓     

31 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago ✓     

32 Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus     ✓ 

33 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus   ✓ ✓ 

34 European Herring Gull Larus argentatus   ✓ ✓ 

35 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus   ✓   

36 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis   ✓   

37 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ 

38 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ 

39 Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) Columba livia   ✓ ✓ 

40 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus ✓ ✓ ✓ 

42 Stock Dove  Columba oenas   ✓   

43 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   ✓   

44 Common Swift Apus apus   ✓ ✓ 

45 European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus H     

46 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis   ✓ ✓ 



The New Forest Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     June 16 5 
 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 21 

47 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   ✓ ✓ 

48 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor     H 

49 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis   ✓ ✓ 

50 Woodlark Lullula arborea     ✓ 

51 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ 

52 Sand Martin Riparia riparia   ✓ ✓  

53 Common House Martin Delichon urbica   ✓ ✓  

54 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   ✓ ✓ 

55 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis   ✓ ✓ 

56 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii   ✓ ✓ 

57 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea   ✓ ✓ 

58 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes     ✓ 

59 Dunnock Prunella modularis   ✓ ✓ 

60 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ 

61 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus   ✓   

62 European Stonechat Saxicola torquata   ✓   

63 Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ 

64 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos ✓ ✓ ✓ 

65 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   ✓   

66 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin     ✓ 

67 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis     ✓ 

68 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata     ✓ 

69 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca     ✓ 

70 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   ✓ ✓ 

71 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   ✓ ✓ 

72 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   ✓ ✓ 

73 Goldcrest Regulus regulus   ✓ ✓ 

74 Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus   ✓ ✓ 

75 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata     ✓ 

76 Eurasian Blue Tit Parus caeruleus     ✓ 

77 Great Tit Parus major   ✓ ✓ 

78 Coal Tit Parus ater     ✓ 

79 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   ✓ ✓ 

80 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   ✓   

81 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   ✓   

82 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris   ✓ ✓ 

83 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius   ✓ ✓ 

84 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica   ✓ ✓ 

85 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula   ✓ ✓ 

86 Carrion Crow Corvus corone    ✓ ✓ 

87 Rook Corvus frugilegus   ✓ ✓ 

88 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ 

89 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ 

90 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus   ✓   

91 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris   ✓ ✓ 

92 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   ✓ ✓ 

93 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   ✓ ✓ 

94 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra   ✓ ✓ 

95 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes     ✓ 

96 Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea   ✓ ✓ 

97 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus   ✓ ✓ 
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 21 

Bats         

1 Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 1     

2 Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus 1     

3 Noctule Bat Nyctalus noctula 1     
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