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Tour participants: Jon Stokes (leader) with a group of eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 12th May 

The trip started with the group gathering in the hotel for a discussion about the history and ecology of the New 

Forest before we settled down to dinner. Then after an excellent meal, we went out into the Forest for a walk. 

Arriving at a woodland site we had views of Common and Soprano Pipistrelles, Leisler’s Bats (a rare bat, but 

found in these woodlands) and Woodcocks. Unfortunately, there were no Nightjars on display this evening, so 

we retired to bed.  

Day 2 Saturday 13th May 

The dawn was clear and we set off for our first stop of the day at Marks Ash. Here we walked through some 

‘Ancient and Ornamental’ Beech trees in the hope of finding one of the Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers that 

frequent the area. We did locate a fine specimen of a rare fungus – the Beeswax Bracket (Ganoderma pfeifferi), and 

a truly lovely lichen with small fungal fruit bodies like a forest of miniature mushroom called Dibaeis baeomyces, an 

uncommon species which colonises disturbed ground – and had found the perfect place on the root ball of a 

fallen beech tree. Amongst the Beech trees Redstarts were singing and displaying well and at one point there 

were six different singing Firecrests, some of which showed exceptionally well. On the bark of a tree our eyes 

were drawn to some small flies which were clustered around on the bark. These were a relatively common fly 

called Tachydromia morio, but their behaviour was fascinating to watch. Around us we heard several Lesser Spotted 

Woodpeckers, but couldn’t find one to see.  

 

We then went to an open area of the Forest where we walked through Holly pollards. In the trees there were 

many Chiffchaffs calling, plus one of the increasingly frequent ‘mixed singing’ Chiffchaffs whose call was a 

mixture of Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler. We then located a couple of Goshawks high in the sky, which 

descended and eventually came low overhead giving great views. Then we discovered a feeding station where 

there were Marsh Tits, Chaffinches, Siskins and a couple of truly stunning Hawfinches – whose massive bills 

surprised and delighted the group.  

 

We then adjourned for lunch in a pub, before heading out into an area of ‘Ancient and Ornamental’ woodland. 

Here, amongst the ancient beech trees, we encountered another Naturetrek leader – Dave Shute - who was 

searching for rare insects. Dave showed us a tree where an exceptionally rare hoverfly lives in wet hollows. This 

species – Percota personata  - is a Bumblebee mimic and at first glance looked like a bee. However, close 

observation revealed the small head and distinctive features of this exceptionally rare insect. We then hunted for 

rare beetles and bees (although we didn’t find them) before heading out onto a nearby heath to look for Dartford 

Warblers.  

 

On a fairly blustery heathland, the prospects of finding a Dartford Warbler looked slim, but as the afternoon 

passed, the wind subsided and we heard our first Dartford Warbler calling. Over the next 40 minutes we had 

views of half a dozen Dartford Warblers, some sitting nicely in small shrubs, others flicking in and out of the 

heather. By the time we had to leave everyone had seen a Dartford Warbler – many for the first time. Overhead 

Tree Pipits called their parachute call, Common Buzzards soared and Linnets trilled on nearby gorse bushes.   
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Then we got back in the vehicle and drove down to the coast, during which the wind subsided, the sun came out 

and the evening improved greatly. On the coast there were a mass of species including beautiful Common Terns, 

Swifts, Swallows and Martins. On the sea were Great Crested Grebes, and Little Grebes were on the lagoon. In 

the reedbeds Reed and Sedge Warblers called continuously and the angry calls of Cetti’s Warblers came from 

many bushes. As the evening drew on, the sinking sun highlighted waders feeding on the marsh including Dunlin 

and Grey Plover plus many, many Redshanks.  

 

Another excellent meal followed and we decided to have another look for Nightjars, however again the bats 

(Common and Soprano Pipistrelles) showed up but the Nightjars didn’t. So we retired to bed, tired but happy.  

Day 3 Sunday 14th May 

Last evening was so nice on the coast that we decided to start the day again on the marshes. This morning all the 

species from last night were again present, although there were more Swifts on display and today stunning Little 

Terns were fishing offshore. Mediterranean Gulls passed along the coast and then a magnificent Marsh Harrier 

appeared, hunting over the marsh. A call from one of the group identified an Osprey passing through the south 

coast on its way north, but the Spoonbills that had been present, disappeared 10 minutes before we arrived.   

 

All along the coast there are Little Egrets these days, and as usual we saw many of these beautiful birds, but there 

are now regular Great (White) Egrets and, as the morning progressed, we were lucky enough to identify a smart 

individual feeding on a lagoon (where it had been seen on and off for a week). Then as we set off for the car, an 

excited birder asked if we had seen the Cattle Egret. Like Great Egrets, Cattle Egret numbers have been 

expanding on the south coast and 2017 has been an exceptional year for them in Hampshire and, sure enough, 

there was a lovely individual feeding amongst a group of cows. So all three Egret species in one morning; a great 

start to the day and still a difficult thing to do in most of Britain!    

 

We then returned for a hearty and much needed breakfast, before heading into the woods again. Here Redstarts 

called, Stock Doves ‘whhoowed’ from the treetops and again, as in many places in the Forest, we could hear 

Firecrests.    

 

Then we went for an ice-cream followed by a second look at the Hawfinches, and again were lucky enough to 

see a couple of very smart individuals. On a pile of Holly logs, a Thick-nosed Weevil drew the eye of the group. 

 

Our final stop of the weekend was for a cream tea with Firecrests calling around us and Common Buzzards 

soaring overhead. This then ended our weekend in the Forest, with a great range of New Forest specialties of 

birds and other wildlife.   

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 

1 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   ✓ ✓ 

2 Great Egret Ardea alba   
 

 ✓ 

3 Cattle Egret  Budulcus ibis    
 

✓ 

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓ 

5 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   ✓ ✓ 

6 Canada Goose Branta canadensis   ✓  ✓ 

7 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   ✓ ✓ 

8 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata   ✓   

9 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna   ✓ ✓ 

10 Common Pochard Aythya ferina     ✓ 

11 Gadwall Anas strepera    ✓ ✓ 

12 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula    ✓ 

13 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula     ✓ 

14 Northern Pintail Anas acuta   ✓  ✓ 

15 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator   ✓   

16 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   ✓ ✓ 

17 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus   ✓   

18 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   ✓   

19 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis   ✓   

20 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo   ✓ ✓ 

21 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   ✓ ✓ 

22 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   ✓ ✓ 

23 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus    ✓  

24 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus   ✓   

25 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra   ✓ ✓ 

26 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   ✓ ✓ 

27 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus   ✓ ✓ 

28 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata   ✓   

29 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus   ✓ ✓ 

30 Common Redshank Tringa totanus   ✓ ✓  

31 Woodcock Scolopax rusticola  ✓    

32 Dunlin Calidris alpina   ✓ ✓  

33 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa   ✓ ✓  

34 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola   ✓ ✓  

35 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres   ✓ ✓  

36 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula   ✓ ✓  

37 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago ✓  ✓  ✓ 

38 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓  ✓ ✓ 

39 European Herring Gull Larus argentatus   ✓ ✓ 

40 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus     ✓ 

41 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus   ✓ ✓ 

42 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ 

43 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo  ✓ ✓ 

44 Sandwich tern Thalasseus sandvicensis  ✓ ✓ 

45 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons   ✓ 

46 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus   ✓ ✓ 

47 Feral Pigeon Columba livia    ✓ ✓ 
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 

48 Stock Dove Columba oenas   ✓ ✓ 

49 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto   ✓ ✓ 

50 Common Swift Apus apus  ✓ ✓ 

51 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor   ✓  

52 European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis   ✓ ✓  

53 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   ✓ ✓  

54 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis   ✓ ✓ 

55 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  ✓ ✓ 

56 Sand Martin Riparia riparia   ✓ 

57 Common House Martin Delichon urbica  ✓ ✓ 

58 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   ✓ ✓  

59 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis   ✓  ✓ 

60 Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus   ✓   

61 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba   ✓ ✓ 

62 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ ✓ 

63 Dunnock Prunella modularis   ✓ ✓ 

64 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ 

65 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus  ✓ ✓ 

66 European Stonechat Saxicola torquata  ✓ ✓ 

67 Common Blackbird Turdus merula   ✓ ✓ 

68 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   ✓ ✓ 

69 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   ✓  

70 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla   ✓ ✓  

71 Goldcrest Regulus regulus   ✓ ✓ 

72 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis  ✓ ✓ 

73 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti  ✓ ✓ 

74 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus  ✓ ✓ 

75 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus  ✓ ✓ 

76 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata  ✓  

77 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  ✓ ✓ 

78 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus  ✓ ✓ 

79 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita ✓ ✓ ✓ 

80 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ 

81 Great Tit Parus major   ✓ ✓ 

82 Coal Tit Periparus ater   ✓ ✓ 

83 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris   ✓ ✓ 

84 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     ✓ 

85 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea     ✓ 

86 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   ✓ ✓ 

87 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris   ✓ ✓ 

88 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius    ✓ 

89 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica   ✓ ✓ 

90 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula   ✓ ✓ 

91 Carrion Crow Corvus corone    ✓ ✓ 

92 Rook Corvus frugilegus   ✓ ✓ 

93 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ 

94 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ 

95 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus   ✓   

96 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris    ✓ ✓ 

97 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes   ✓ ✓  

98 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   ✓   
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 

99 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   ✓ ✓ 

100 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus     ✓ 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

