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Tour participants: Martin Pitt (leader) with five Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Tuesday 18th May 

The trip started with the group gathering in the hotel for a discussion about the New Forest and our plans for 

the days ahead after which we settled down for dinner.  

 

After our meal we headed out across the heath at Shatterford for a dusk walk. After the earlier heavy rain, the 

heath was quiet but still we managed to hear a number of scarce breeding waders in the local bogs, including 

Lapwing, displaying Snipe and the local pair of Curlew. A Cuckoo was calling, a sound we were all delighted to 

find that we heard where ever we went during the trip. A couple of male Nightjar briefly started to churr and 

more surprisingly just as we were beginning to leave, a frog chorus struck up, the calls diagnostic of Marsh Frogs, 

a species of which there have not been any records for a number of years. 

Day 2 Wednesday 19th May 

After breakfast, we gathered in the bus and after the drive through nearby Lyndhurst, headed to Acres Down. 

There we embarked on a circular walk that offered a good introduction to a mix of woods, heath and bogs that 

make up the mosaic of habitats in the New Forest. It was not long before we heard our first Firecrest, a species 

that was found to be plentiful in the woods. We stopped for a pair of Stonechat with young and then our first 

Tree Pipit. Redstart were singing throughout the beech woodland, but it took longer to find one. At last, we 

hunted down a male only to stumble on a pair, obviously feeding young in a nest hole high in dead branch. As 

we headed back to the car park we had to shelter from a shower of rain, and no doubt this put paid to most of 

the raptor activity, although a lone Red Kite drifted through.  

 

We had our lunch picnic by the picturesque Eyeworth Pond. The local Mandarins were shepherding a couple of 

ducklings and a Kingfisher hunted fish along the bank. A pair of Spotted Flycatchers sallied from the willows 

surrounding the pond, and the local woods were alive with tits including the target Marsh Tits. Flowers were in 

short supply but we noted the Bog Bean had started to flower and what looked to be the local form of Water-

crowfoot was flowering in the ephemeral pools close by.   We took the short drive to Holly Hatch and took a 

pleasant stroll down to Dockens Water in increasingly warm sunshine. However, despite finding more Firecrest 

and Redstart, we struggled to add to our lists so headed off again to look for the local herds of Fallow Deer.  

Acres Down 
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The usual, sure-fire spot at Bolderwood was deer-less, but moving on soon gave us good views of around fifty 

animals, including a ‘white hart’ on the lawns close to a campsite – these areas have been popular with the 

animals during the pandemic as they have been unused by campers until the last month. 

 

As the sun remained out, we headed to Pignall Inclosure and known location for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and 

sure enough we soon found a few butterflies on the wing. They even posed nicely so that everyone could get a 

good view of their beautiful patterning. We soon headed back to the hotel and a few hardy group members 

decided on a short walk on the heath after which we soon retired and reviewed the day prior to sitting down for 

supper. 

Day 3 Thursday 20th May 

The day was forecast to be subject to worsening weather and high winds, but early on it was still relatively dry, 

and calm yet the temperature certainly did not feel like May. We headed from the hotel at 6.30 and walked across 

the heath to Denny Wood. Although all three native thrushes were singing, as were a number of Redstarts, the 

cold weather certainly was stifling the bird song.   

 

A small group of Fallow Deer were seen amongst the numerous ponies and cattle and we briefly paused to 

inspected the bushes of Butchers-broom which grow in this ancient woodland. Back on the heath, we finally 

heard a Woodlark and we were able track down one of the two singing birds that gave us reasonable views. Our 

final highlight was a family party of Crossbills, that included young birds (they being one of our earliest 

breeders), in the pines just prior to returning to the hotel for a welcome breakfast. 

 

With the wind building we headed to Pennington, parked and followed the seawall to Keyhaven. This area of the 

Solent coast is a renowned nature reserve and the combination of the sea, salt marsh and shallow pools, inland of 

the seawall, give a mix of species. The sea wall also has a number of salt tolerant plant species and the Sea-thrift 

was fully in bloom giving some much-needed colour. Unfortunately, the wind was now gusting strongly and it 

certainly hampered our progress and we wondered at the Cetti’s & Reed Warblers whose powerful songs could 

barely be heard above the melee. Even so, we found a mix of waders including summer plumaged Sanderling and 

marvelled at the newly hatched Avocet chicks. A bit of impromptu patricide showed that even these elegant 

birds have a mean streak. Little Terns disappeared all too quickly in the high winds and a male Marsh Harrier 

Dockens water 
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shot through. Along the ancient highway, both Common and Lesser Whitethroat could be found singing, but we 

only just managed to get back to the bus as the first wave of squally rain hit.  

 

Heading inland gave us some brief respite, however a search for Dartford Warblers on the southern edge of 

Beaulieu Heath had to be cut short, even if we had already seen a doe Roe Deer and her fawn and marvelled at 

some Wood Ant nests before it was time to leave. A little early we returned to the hotel and said our good-byes., 

all having a wealth of memories from this wonderful area to spend a short break. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

Species Lists 

Birds 

 

      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis   ✓ ✓ 

2 Brent Goose Branta bernicla     ✓ 

3 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor   ✓ ✓ 

4 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna     ✓ 

5 Mandarin Duck  Aix galericulata   ✓   

6 Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope     ✓ 

7 Gadwall  Mareca strepera     ✓ 

8 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   ✓ ✓ 

9 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula     ✓ 

10 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus     ✓ 

11 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     ✓ 

12 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus     ✓ 

13 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta     ✓ 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


Spring in the New Forest  Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek     July 21 
 

      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 

14 Red Kite Milvus milvus   ✓   

15 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   ✓   

16 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus     ✓ 

17 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   ✓ ✓ 

18 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus   ✓   

19 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra     ✓ 

20 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta     ✓ 

21 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus     ✓ 

22 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus ✓   ✓ 

23 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     ✓ 

24 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius     ✓ 

25 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago ✓     

26 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata ✓   ✓ 

27 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres     ✓ 

28 Sanderling Calidris alba     ✓ 

29 Dunlin Calidris alpina     ✓ 

30 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus     ✓ 

31 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   ✓ ✓ 

32 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus     ✓ 

33 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus     ✓ 

34 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus     ✓ 

35 Little Tern Sternula albifrons     ✓ 

36 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis     ✓ 

37 Stock Dove  Columba oenas   ✓ ✓ 

38 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   ✓ ✓ 

39 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   ✓ ✓ 

40 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 European Nightjar  Caprimulgus europaeus ✓     

42 Common Swift  Apus apus   ✓ ✓ 

43 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis   ✓   

44 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   ✓   

45 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis   ✓   

46 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   ✓   

47 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica   ✓ ✓ 

48 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula   ✓ ✓ 

49 Rook  Corvus frugilegus   ✓   

50 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone   ✓ ✓ 

51 Northern Raven Corvus corax   ✓ ✓ 

52 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   ✓   

53 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris   ✓   

54 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓   

55 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓   

56 Woodlark  Lullula arborea     ✓ 

57 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   ✓ ✓ 
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      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 

58 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus     ✓ 

59 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia     ✓ 

60 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ 

61 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum   ✓ ✓ 

62 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti     ✓ 

63 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   ✓ ✓ 

64 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   ✓ ✓ 

65 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin     ✓ 

66 Lesser Whitethroat  Curruca curruca     ✓ 

67 Common Whitethroat  Curruca communis     ✓ 

68 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla   ✓ ✓ 

69 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus   ✓   

70 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ ✓ 

71 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   ✓   

72 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris   ✓   

73 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   ✓ ✓ 

74 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   ✓ ✓ 

76 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   ✓ ✓ 

77 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ 

78 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus   ✓ ✓ 

79 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   ✓ ✓ 

80 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   ✓   

81 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ 

82 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   ✓   

83 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   ✓   

84 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   ✓ ✓ 

85 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba   ✓   

86 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓ ✓ 

87 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis   ✓ ✓ 

88 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ 

89 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula     ✓ 

90 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     ✓ 

91 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina     ✓ 

92 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra     ✓ 

93 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   ✓ ✓ 

94 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   ✓ ✓ 

95 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus     ✓ 

 

 

 



Spring in the New Forest  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     July 21 
 

Other species 

      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 

  Mammals         

1 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus   ✓ ✓ 

2 Fallow Deer Dama dama 
  ✓ ✓ 

3 Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 
  ✓ ✓ 

4 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  Amphibians   
      

1 Marsh Frog Pelophylax ridibundas ✓     

2 Tadpoles sp 
  ✓   

      
      

  Butterflies   
      

1 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 
  ✓   

2 Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne 
  ✓   

      
      

  Interesting Plants   
      

1 Common Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta   ✓ ✓ 

2 Tormentil Potentila erecta   ✓ ✓ 

3 Common Lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica   ✓ ✓ 

4 Heath Milkwort Polygala serpyllifolia   ✓ ✓ 

5 Bog Myrtle Myrica gale   ✓ ✓ 

6 New Forest' Water-crowfoot Ranunculus novae-forestae 
  ✓   

7 Bog Bean Menyanthes trifoliata 
  ✓   

8 Butchers-broom Ruscus aculeatus 
    ✓ 

9 Sea Thrift Armeria maritima 
    ✓ 

10 Heath-spotted Orchid (leaf rosettes) Dactylorhiza maculata 
    ✓ 

 


