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Tour Leaders:    Ed Drewitt 

Surveyor:   Rob Still 

 

Skippers:   Ian Cornwall 

    Douglas Lanfear 

 

Tour Participants  Simon West  

    Karen Shortland  

    Claire Stares 

    Nigel Stares 

Summary 

The White-beaked Dolphins didn’t disappoint and showed well during this all day trip, both bow-riding and 

surfacing all around us. Gannets were plentiful while Manx Shearwaters, Fulmars and gulls regularly came close. 

A Sun Fish made a brief appearance and terns, Guillemots and a Sooty Shearwater were also spotted close to the 

boat.  

Wednesday 8th August   

Whilst low cloud and light rain shrouded the south-west of England, it wasn’t long before we were a few miles 

out into Lyme Bay and the drizzle turned into bright sunshine. As we travelled 20 miles from West Bay in Dorset 

out into Lyme Bay, the two hour journey to the deep water was a chance to spot passing seabirds.  

 

Gannets were plentiful and included a variety of ages from adults, probably from nearby French colonies, to two 

and three year old birds, with wing pied wing patterns like piano keys. Herring Gulls occasionally gathered in 

small groups, usually chasing a lucky individual which had the guts of a fish thrown overboard by nearby fishing 

boats. They gradually peeled away as we edged further out, replaced by the huge Great Black-blacked Gulls 

which often flew past or sat in small groups on the sea. A Great Skua was spotted bobbing on the water and the 

occasional Fulmar and small group of Manx Shearwaters flew past the boat. A few small groups of Common 

Terns were feeding and flying over the deeper water. A much darker shearwater flew past on a number of 

occasions. Close to the size of a Fulmar, it was a Sooty Shearwater but lacked the usually very pale underwing 

coverts. It looked like it had been coated in dark chocolate goo!  

 

Just after two hours into our journey we were into waters 50 metres deep where the White-beaked Dolphins live. 

They prefer the deeper, colder waters where they feed on Cod and Whiting over the sandy bottom. Just after an 

hour of searching in the deep, Rob, looking out from up high on the boat, shouted ‘Dolphins!’. Over the next 

hour and a half we had exhilarating views of up to 20 of these rare dolphins, more usually seen further north in 

the UK.  

 

The dolphins appeared in discrete groups – our first encounter was with three dolphins which included a young 

animal. Then a group of seven or adult-sized individuals appeared followed by a small group of three dolphins. 

There were no doubt more... We watched as they came up for breath, showing off their tall dorsal fins and 

distinctive body markings. One showed its white ‘beak’ which beamed brightly as it surfaced.  
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A few came to the boat and were bow-riding metres below us for a short while, revealing their body colours 

which looked like the pattern of marble. They were huge, longer than a large male pig. As they rose out of the 

water we enjoyed views of their slender bodies and broad tail fins. After an hour or more we lost the large group 

but stayed with three before they also disappeared into the distance.  

 

In the bright, hot sunshine we paused to take in the spectacle we had just witnessed and watched some Fulmars 

up close.  We surveyed more of the deep water surface before slowly making our way back to shore. The odd 

Kittiwake flew past and two separate Guillemots were swimming very close to the boat. As we headed back 

Gannets were plentiful and as we came in to West Bay Herring Gulls welcomed us back into the harbour. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

Species List 

Mammals 

    August 

Common name Scientific name 8 

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris 20+ 

Marine     

Sunfish Mola mola 1 

Birds     

Fulmar Fulmaris glacialis 40+ 

Manx's Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 25+ 

Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus 1 

Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 1 

Gannet Morus bassanus 100+ 

Great Skua Stercorarius skua 1 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus 20+ 

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 12+ 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 12 

Guillemot Uria aalge 3 
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