
East Yorkshire: The Magic of 
Migration 

Naturetrek Tour Report 12th – 15th September 2020 
 

 

 

Naturetrek Mingledown Barn Wolf's Lane Chawton Alton Hampshire GU34 3HJ UK 

 T: +44 (0)1962 733051  

 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk W: www.naturetrek.co.uk  
 

     

 

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Report compiled by Matthew Capper  
Images by Chris Hutchinson, Jason Middleton and Matthew Capper  

 

Lesser Redpoll 
 

Wood Sandpiper  

Bottle-nosed Dolphin 

Woodchat Shrike 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

mailto:info@naturetrek.co.uk
../../../../../../Peter/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2NR7BARZ/www.naturetrek.co.uk




Tour Report  East Yorkshire: Magic of Migration 

 

 

© Naturetrek     November 20 1 
 

Tour participants:   Matthew Capper (Leader) and Jason Middleton (Co-leader - Sunday)  

with five Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1 Saturday 12th September 

Patrington 

Having checked in, our group assembled in the early evening for an introductory chat and the first of several 

lovely evening meals served by the Dunedin hotel. 

 

The moth trap was switched on and we retired for the night, full of anticipation for the following morning. 

Day 2 Sunday 13th September 

Spurn and Kilnsea 

We assembled early to check the moth trap and found that slightly blustery conditions overnight had suppressed 

the numbers somewhat. However, we were still able to enjoy a nice selection and Jason gave us an introduction 

to the art of moth trapping with several specimens ‘potted’ up and available for inspection. 

 

After breakfast, we were on the road and off to Spurn, a place made famous for its study of bird migration and 

our first stop was the bird observatory ringing station where Paul, the warden, welcomed us with a Song Thrush 

that he pulled from a bag and proceeded to ring and then release. The following hour was one of the highlights 

of the trip as Paul checked the nets and produced a steady succession of birds, whilst talking us through the finer 

points of plumage, moult and aging. We also learnt about the valuable scientific data that ringing provides -  

allowing ornithologists to study the movements, distribution and population status of many species. 

 

As we watched the ringing, we also enjoyed a range of birds and other wildlife with both Pied and Spotted 

Flycatchers, flocks of Linnets, Common Darter, Migrant Hawker and Speckled Wood. Having rung several Tree 

Sparrows, Paul saved the best until last as we were treated to a diminutive Lesser Redpoll that had probably left 

the nest in Scotland just a few weeks ago and had already made an incredible journey to the east coast of 

Yorkshire. 

 

Our next destination was the Warren where we tried to catch up with a Barred Warbler that had been in the area 

for a couple of weeks. It soon became clear that this was something of a needle in a sea buckthorn haystack and 

so we turned our attention to the nearby estuary and began to work our way through the thousands of wading 

birds that use the Humber as an autumn migration stopover. First it was Grey Plover, then Redshank. Ringed 

Plover and then Curlew. And a Curlew Sandpiper was picked out probing the mud in amongst the Dunlin. Best 

of all though was the sight of thousands of Knot swirling and sweeping in unison before dropping down to land 

on the shore. 

 

After lunch we visited the canal scrape and Jason spotted a Bearded Tit that sadly disappeared into the reeds 

before anyone else could get on to it. Several dragonflies were patrolling the edge of the pool and we added 

Southern Hawker to the other species that we had seen earlier. 
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After a wander along the road, checking the bushes and fence posts for migrants, we decided that the southerly 

wind, whilst conducive to pleasant weather, was not proving to be so good for the migration of small birds. So 

instead we decided to concentrate on wetland species and headed for the appropriately named Kilnsea Wetlands. 

 

With high tide approaching, this proved to be a good move and we were soon enjoying the sight of more waders 

including Little Stint, Wood Sandpiper, incredibly close Black-tailed Godwits and a lone Knot with a damaged 

wing that had apparently been caused by a scrape with one of the local Peregrines. Hundreds of gulls, geese and 

ducks completed the scene. A good number of Mediterranean Gulls included three or four with colour rings, and 

we were able to ascertain from a local birder that most of these had been traced back to the low countries on the 

continent. 

 

Ducks included plenty of Mallard, Teal and Shelduck with a few Wigeon, Shoveler and Pintail dotted amongst 

them. It was peaceful, bird-filled and hard to drag ourselves away. Eventually though, we decided it was time to 

head back to the hotel to freshen up, do the daily wildlife log and reflect on a great first day over dinner. 

Day 3 Monday 14th September 

Spurn Point, Kilnsea and Grimston 

Our second full day started with twenty minutes in the hide at the canal scrape following up a report of a Wood 

Sandpiper that, if present, we knew would be close. We weren’t wrong and got to enjoy views just metres away in 

the early morning sunshine - a photographers dream! Also present was a Snipe, a Redshank and a few dragonflies 

were still patrolling the margins. 

 

Spurn Point was cut off from the mainland by a catastrophic tidal surge in 2013 and so we did the only sensible 

thing and took a trip on Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s Unimog – a West German military vehicle dating back to the 

1980s. Rob, our guide, proved to be a great source of knowledge about the history, ecology and wildlife of this 

fascinating place and our trip to the top of the lighthouse was a real treat with stunning views of the Point and 

wider landscape. 

 

With virtually no wind and what little breeze there was coming from the South, it was fair to say that there was a 

slight lack of small migrants to be found. Just a steady trickle of Meadow Pipits heading south and the odd Siskin 

mixed in with them. Instead we made do with watching the resident Stonechats, Roe Deer and a Grey Seal on 

the journey back. Not bad compensation to be fair. After a heartfelt thank you to Rob, we decided to give the 

Barred Warbler another go and tracked it down to a dead bush in amongst the sea buckthorn. It only needed a 

short wait and there it was, slowly making its way up the dead branches and into full view.  

 

Lunch followed at the Discovery Centre where we hatched a plan to revisit Kilnsea Wetlands before driving a 

little way up the coast to try and track down our second rare migrant of the day – a juvenile Woodchat Shrike. 

Kilnsea was again in its element as the tide was reaching its highest point, forcing waders off the Humber to take 

refuge in front of the hide. We had much the same selection as the day before but added better views of Curlew 

Sandpiper plus Sanderling, Turnstone, three very handsome Avocet and an adult Caspian Gull. 

 

The drive to Grimston didn’t take too long and as we pulled up, a birder who was just returning to his car gave 

us positive news on the shrike – “follow the edge of the field and the bird is showing well”. Our rarest bird of 
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the day was sitting on fence posts and periodically dropping down into the field to pick off an unsuspecting 

insect and return to a favoured perch to demolish it. A lovely sandy colour, the hooked bill was very apparent 

along with the more subtle scalloping on the head and sides. 

Day 4 Tuesday 15th September 

RSPB Bempton Cliffs and Flamborough Head 

Our final day began with a drive north to Flamborough and Bempton, another iconic migration destination. The 

weather was again glorious and we enjoyed yet another day of sunshine. 

 

We were given a warm welcome at Bempton Cliffs RSPB reserve where early mist had burned off and several of 

the group had their first sight of the magnificent chalk cliffs and thriving Gannet colony. We walked down to 

Staple Newk where the majority of the Gannets could be found and just relaxed in the sun, enjoying the 

spectacle. 

 

What then followed was something of a purple patch, starting with two Harbour Porpoises just offshore and 

then an incredible display from a pod of at least 20 Bottle-nosed Dolphins. In small groups, they made their way 

north, taking a full five minutes or more to cruise past us on the cliff, surfacing and at times, leaping clear out of 

the water. Next it was the turn of a Peregrine, its screaming call giving it away and allowing us to watch it in the 

scope, sat on the cliff opposite. And last but not least, something triggered the Gannets to all leave the cliffs at 

the same time and head out to sea, an amazing spectacle – it was almost as if it was snowing Gannets! 

 

We’d had an amazing morning and took some time to have a sandwich and a drink at the centre before moving 

on to Flamborough Head. The lighthouse looked splendid in the sunshine but the large number of tourists made 

getting parking tickets something of a challenge! Still, never mind, we were on a roll and soon added our second 

shrike species of the trip, this time a first winter Red-backed Shrike that was perching on the brambles just down 

from the lighthouse. In the background, out to sea, a skein of around 100 Pink-footed Geese continued the 

migration theme and must have been some of the earliest arrivals of the autumn into the UK. 

 

Our last stop of the day was at Thornwick Bay where the report of a Red-breasted Flycatcher tempted us but try 

as we might, there was no sign of the bird and it was never reported again. Nothing could dampen the spirits 

though and we parted company, one for home, two for an extended break in Norfolk and two back to 

Patrington to continue their stay for a few days more.  

 

The winds might not have been classic easterlies, but we’d still seen a range of fantastic migrants, enjoyed each 

other’s company and when the last thing you hear is, “we could have happily stayed longer”, you know the trip 

has gone well! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

Spurn Unimog and Lighthouse  View from Spurn Lighthouse  Gannet  

Red Backed Shrike  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

        September 

  Common name Scientific name trip 13 14 15 

1 Mute Swan Cygnus olor ✓ 3 4   

2 Greylag Goose Anser anser ✓ ✓ ✓   

3 Canada Goose Branta canadensis ✓   ✓   

4 Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus ✓     ca.100 

5 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Pintail Anas acuta ✓ 4 ✓   

7 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca ✓ ✓ ✓   

8 Mallard   Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata ✓ 2 ✓   

10 Wigeon Anas penelope ✓ ✓ ✓   

11 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus ✓   ✓ ✓ 

12 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis ✓     ✓ 

13 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus ✓ 4   1,000s 

14 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ 1 5   

15 European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis ✓     1 

16 Little Egret   Egretta garzetta ✓ 7 10+   

17 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus ✓   1   

18 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo ✓   1 1 

19 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

20 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus ✓     1 

21 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus ✓ 2 5   

22 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

23 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta ✓   3   

24 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula ✓ ✓ ✓   

25 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola ✓ ✓ ✓   

26 Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria ✓ ✓ ✓   

27 Knot Calidris canutus ✓ ✓ ✓   

28 Sanderling Calidris alba ✓   1   

29 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea ✓ 1 3   

30 Dunlin Calidris alpina ✓ ✓ ✓   

31 Little Stint Calidris minuta ✓ 1     

32 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola ✓ 1 1   

33 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago ✓   1   

34 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa ✓ ✓ ✓   

35 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica ✓ ✓     

36 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata ✓ ✓ ✓   

37 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia ✓ 2     

38 Common Redshank Tringa totanus ✓ ✓ ✓   
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        September 

  Common name Scientific name trip 13 14 15 

39 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres ✓   5+   

40 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla ✓     ✓ 

41 Black-headed Gull 
Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

42 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

43 Common Gull Larus canus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Mediterranenan Gull Larus melanocephalus ✓ ✓ ✓   

45 European Herring Gull Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

46 Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans ✓   1   

47 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus ✓ ✓ ✓   

48 Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis ✓ 3+ 4+   

49 Feral Pigeon Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

50 Stock Dove Columba oenas ✓ 1 3 3 

51 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

52 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

53 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major ✓   1   

54 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis ✓   h h 

55 Sand Martin Riperia riperia ✓ ✓     

56 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

57 House Martin Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓   

58 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓   

60 Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava ✓     1h 

61 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

62 Dunnock Prunella modularis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

63 European Robin Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

64 Stonechat Saxicola torquatus ✓   3   

65 Whinchat Saxicola ruberta ✓   1   

66 Northern Wheatear Oeananthe oeananthe ✓ 1 1   

67 Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

68 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos ✓ ✓   1 

69 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus ✓     3 

70 Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria ✓   1   

71 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla ✓   1   

72 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis ✓   1   

73 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita ✓   1 1 

74 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus ✓ 1     

75 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata ✓ 1     

76 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca ✓ 1     

77 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

78 Great Tit  Parus major ✓ ✓   ✓ 

79 Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus ✓ 1     
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        September 

  Common name Scientific name trip 13 14 15 

80 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio ✓     1 

81 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator ✓   1   

82 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

83 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

84 Rook Corvus frugilegus ✓   ✓ ✓ 

85 Carrion Crow Corvus corone ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

87 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

88 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus ✓ ✓   ✓ 

89 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

90 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris ✓   ✓ ✓ 

91 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

92 Siskin  Spinus spinus ✓   h h 

93 Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret ✓ ✓     

94 Linnet Carduelis cannabina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

95 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus ✓     1 

Mammals          

1 European Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus  2 1  

2 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus   1  

3 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena    2 

8 
Common Bottle-nosed 
Dolphin 

Tursiops truncatus 
 

  20+ 

Butterflies/Moths          

1 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Small White Pieris rapae 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Large White Pieris brassicae 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

6 Buff-tip   (caterpillar) Phalera bucephala 
✓ ✓   

7 Large-yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba 
✓ ✓   

8 Lesser Yellow Underwing Noctua comes 
✓ ✓   

9 Brimstone Moth Opisthograptis luteolata 
✓ ✓   

10 Pale Mottled Willow Paradrina clavipalpis 
✓ ✓   

11 Lunar Underwing Omphaloscelis lunosa 
✓ ✓   

12 
Setaceous Hebrew 
Character Xestia c-nigrum 

✓ 
✓   

Dragonflies          

1 Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea ✓ ✓   

 

 


