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Tour Leader:   Mike Hodgson 

Alan Curry 

 
Participants:   Gerry Hearn 

Ken Hearn 

Mark Hearn 

Ali Hearn 

Victoria Scrivener 

David Holden 

Barrie Holden 

Chris Hall 

Rob Hall 

Raymond Anderson 

Jill Anderson 

Caro Wells 

Branwen Pierce 

John Bell 

Day 1 Thursday 30th May 

Cloudy, cool, clearing slowly. Light-moderate NNE wind  

The leaders set off in the minibuses and picked up nine members of the group and headed northward to meet up 

with another four arriving independently. Although it was damp and fairly chilly in the northerly wind we 

scanned Cresswell Pond for our first birds. There were broods of Greylag & Canada Geese nearby and a 

recently-hatched brood of tiny Shelduck chicks bobbing about on the water. Over the pond many Swallows, and 

House and Sand Martins were hawking back and forth and a few Swifts joined them. There were several Tufted 

Ducks and a single Gadwall while a Common Tern patrolled over the water. A local birder stopped to tell us 

about a couple of Spoonbills just up the bay at Druridge Pools so we decided to try our luck. Naturally as we 

arrived the Spoonbills had 'just' flown over a fence and into an area of juncus much further away! Eventually 

though the two came into sight and everyone had reasonable if a little distant views! There were several Grey 

Herons here, many Gadwall scattered about and a single drake Shoveler. A Willow Warbler was attempting to 

sing despite the chilly conditions. Moving onwards further north, in improving weather (actually the sun came 

out!) our intention was to stop at Budle Bay. Unfortunately, an accident ahead of us forced us to about turn and 

head towards the main A1 where we continued on to Belford and our hotel, arriving just after 6:00 pm. 

 

Day 2 Friday 31st May 

Warm and sunny. Light NNE wind veering SE 

The weather was much improved and after some early morning mist we set off in sunshine for Lindisfarne 

NNR. Arriving at the mainland end of the causeway we were greeted by singing Sedge Warbler, Whitethroat and 

several Reed Buntings.  
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With the tide still covering the causeway we slowly walked out towards the bridge to await any waders coming 

from their high-tide roost. We were entertained by several Eiders including one female with a chick, several 

Sandwich Terns and two showy Little Terns fishing. A drake Eider flew past quickly overtaken by a Red-breasted 

Merganser. Three other ducks landing a little more distantly turned out to be two Mallard and a very unexpected 

drake Garganey. Several Shelduck performed a flyby and soon a small group of Ringed Plovers and a couple of 

Dunlin landed on the recently exposed mud. More plovers arrived until there were over 120.  

 

We continued over to the island and walked through the village and scanned the Vicarage garden for migrants. 

About three Chiffchaffs were seen or heard along with many local Goldfinches and Greenfinches singing. 

Several hundred Grey Seals were visible now hauled out on the exposed sand bars on Fenham Flats. They 

gradually became more vocal and could be heard for the remainder of our visit! A walk to the Heugh gave us 

splendid views over the surrounding coastline and three close Red-breasted Mergansers fishing below us. The 

new hide and centre at the Rocket Field Pools is an excellent resource but there were few new birds here.  

 

After lunch in the village, several group members went off to explore the Priory or the Castle while others 

continued birding along the Crooked Lonnen. Initially looking rather quiet, a brown 'blob' on a distant wire 

fence resolved itself in to a Spotted Flycatcher then two. These moved closer for good views and a female 

Redstart appeared nearby. While watching these, a female Red-backed Shrike was found though again distant at 

first. Patience pays off and soon the bird could be watched very well as it moved nearer to the group. 

 

With time moving on we left the island and headed back down the coastal route passing a flooded field at Elwick 

where, among several loafing Shelducks, a single Little Egret was fishing. Although widespread in some areas of 

England this species still excites to a degree in the north! A final stop at Budle Bay allowed us to do some 

comparisons of Great and Lesser Black-backed Gulls and Herring Gulls before returning to the hotel.  

 

After our evening meal several of us went out again to look for Barn Owls, sadly without success but we did see 

a couple of Roe Deer and heard a distant Tawny Owl. The highlight perhaps was when we came across a female 

Shelduck 'walking' her brood of nine ducklings down the road to Budle Bay! After a little stop-start on our part 

in the mini-bus, the bird gathered her family and got them off the tarmac! 

Day 3 Saturday 1st June 

Cloudy & dull becoming brighter with sunshine during the afternoon. Light NE wind veering 

SE 

After a slightly earlier breakfast we set off towards Bamburgh and Seahouses noting fairly flat sea conditions for 

our day on the Farne Islands. We were soon on board the boat and heading out across Inner Sound. Small 

numbers of Puffins, Guillemots and Shags were seen close to shore and a few Gannets passing by but the nearer 

to the islands so the volume of bird 'traffic' increased. A diver (the bird not a person!) was seen briefly hurtling 

northward but was at such an angle as to prevent identification unfortunately. The boat slowed at the East 

Wideopens to allow us to see the Cormorant colony with many birds on their bulky nests. A few Grey Seals were 

on some rocks nearby. We quickly motored on across Staple Sound towards the outer group of islands and were 

soon under the edge of the Pinnacles, rock stacks with their heaving Guillemot colonies. As usual the first smells 

of the seabird city wafted across the water and we were surrounded by rafts of auks.  
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Several Razorbills allowed comparisons with Guillemots as we sailed slowly along the cliffs and out towards the 

Longstone where a few more Grey Seals were about (no doubt the bulk of the seals were at Lindisfarne 

yesterday!). A couple of Turnstones and a Purple Sandpiper were seen. The landing on Staple Island went 

smoothly as ever and the group were soon scattered across the small island taking in close-up and personal views 

of more auks, Kittiwakes, Shags, female Eiders on nests and, of course, those Puffins whizzing in and out of the 

nest burrows! The whole island echoes with the noise of Guillemots and Kittiwakes and there is that distinctive 

smell of seabird colony! Small birds are virtually absent but a pair of Rock Pipits were obviously nesting near the 

‘steps’ and several people saw a late migrant Wheatear. 

 

After re-boarding we sailed off to Inner Farne where we were soon on the boardwalk up to the Tower. This year 

the path has been widened slightly and none of the Arctic Terns had hatched chicks yet so the head attacks were 

not as ferocious as usual – but only just! The entrance to the conveniences was, however, still surrounded by 

buzzing terns! The rest of the afternoon was spent on one of the best places in the north east surrounded by 

Arctic, Common and Sandwich Terns (and at one point a Roseate Tern flew in!) with a supporting cast of close-

up Guillemots, Razorbills and Puffins. The weather was beautiful with the sun now out and it was distinctly 

warm for a change this spring. We returned to Seahouses quite happy with the day and enjoyed some quick 

refreshments before returning to the hotel. 

 

After the log call a few of the party had a quick sortie out to nearby Belford Moor at dusk and were rewarded 

with views of one of two calling Cuckoos, a Kestrel and at least the head of one calling Red Grouse! 

Day 4 Sunday 2nd June 

Sunny and warm. Light breezes 

After another early breakfast we drove southwards to the fishing village of Amble where we were on the quay at 

9:15am ready to board two small boats for our trip around Coquet Island. The sea conditions were very calm and 

as we approached the island we were greeted by more Puffins, terns and Eiders. We spent some time just drifting 

off the jetty (no landings are allowed on the island) and we soon picked up several Roseate Terns standing about 

on the low cliff and the ‘nest-boxes’ that have been so successful. There was a lot of calling by all four species of 

tern but it was possible to pick out occasionally the distinct Roseate call. Several birds showed off their rosy pink 

breast feathering in the sunlight. All the time there were hundreds of Puffins on the sea around the boats 

perhaps an indication that most of their mates were incubating eggs and there were no young hatched to feed 

yet. We sailed right around the island, with two Great Northern Divers passing high over the boats on the east 

side, before we had another session looking at the Roseates.  

 

After returning to the harbour we paid a short visit to East Chevington NR where a recently-arrived and 

splendid male Red-backed Shrike was posing on top of a hedgerow bush. Over the north pool we found about 

ten Little Gulls, a couple of them landing briefly in front of us. Two pairs of Great Crested Grebes were found 

together with one or two Little Grebes, and also a male Shoveler and a couple of Gadwall. Both Sedge and Reed 

Warblers could be heard singing in the area.  

 

After lunch in Amble we headed north again and parked at Newton Links for a walk along the dunes. A male 

Stonechat appeared briefly and there were plenty of Meadow Pipits and Skylarks about. As we approached the 

Long Nanny saltmarsh a couple of Wheatears were seen.  
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At the warden’s hut we watched a couple of incubating Little Terns out on the beach and enclosed by the reserve 

electric fence. About four pairs had already laid eggs and anticipation was high by the wardens for more to lay 

very soon. Last year the entire colony was unfortunately wiped out by a particularly high tide. The Arctic Terns, 

probably a 1000 pairs or so, had also started egg laying so there was plenty of activity and noise over the whole 

sand-spit. So we had now seen five species of breeding tern in two days and returned to the hotel happy!  

 

A late evening drive to Belford Moor and back via Chatton gave a few tour members more calling Cuckoos and 

Red Grouse but just as darkness fell we saw a Long-eared Owl fly across the road and disappear into the gloom. 

Day 5 Monday 3rd June 

Mainly clear and sunny with a few cloudy spells. Light E wind 

Our last full day and after driving inland we called in to Wooler first to purchase our lunch provisions before 

continuing down to the Ingram Valley near Powburn. A stop at the first bridge over the River Breamish was 

productive with several Common Sandpipers calling and bobbing about the shingle along the river. Sedge 

Warbler and Whitethroat were singing and a Bullfinch was seen briefly. Further along and we found a very 

obliging Dipper perched on a branch over the water which allowed everyone to see it in the telescope before it 

shot off downstream. At the second bridge we found a pair of Oystercatchers with three young and another 

couple of Dippers. A Mistle Thrush was singing prominently on the very top of a tall tree and several Lesser 

Redpolls flew over calling.  

 

We left the mini-bus at Ingram and continued on foot along the valley where we started to find several singing 

male Whinchats. A couple of Spotted Flycatchers seemed to have taken up territory around some riverside trees 

and two Common Buzzards appeared overhead. We had our lunch near the third bridge and spent some time 

birding just around here seeing a number of species coming down to the river and a couple of singleton Grey 

Wagtails. A Dipper was feeding a fledged youngster a little further on and when disturbed it took refuge under a 

sandy overhang and just stayed completely still! 

 

We returned down the valley and drove the short distance to Branton Gravel Pits, a recently reclaimed area 

turned into a nature reserve. Black-headed Gulls were breeding on the small island in the east pond and a pair of 

late Wigeon were unexpected. Several Tufted Ducks were present, two broods of Mallard and a couple of pairs 

of Greylag Geese were also accompanied by their broods of goslings. 

 

Just a short drive away is Hedgeley Gravel Pits and here we found a couple of distant soaring Common 

Buzzards, several Oystercatchers and the usual grazing Canada Geese while on the water a pair of Little Grebes 

were close by. Most attention however, was focused on a female Great Spotted Woodpecker systematically 

collecting food from the fence-posts around the hide before she disappeared off in to the trees presumably to 

feed her brood. 

 

In the late evening we drove down to Stag Rocks at Bamburgh but gathering thick cloud spoiled the sunset! A 

couple of Gannets flew south off shore and two Common Scoter were reasonably close in with a small raft of 

these sea ducks further out as darkness fell. 
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Day 6 Tuesday 4th June 

Early coastal mist then sunny. Light NNE wind 

Our last morning and after packing luggage into the mini-buses, and saying our farewells to some of the party 

departing by car, we headed off down the coast stopping first at Cullernose Point to have a quick look at the 

Kittiwake colony on the cliff there. Numbers however appeared to be somewhat down on those present last 

year. A few Fulmars were gliding along the cliff-tops and a single Razorbill flew by. 

 

We called in again at East Chevington where there were still about six Little Gulls present together with 30 or so 

Curlews. A group of Canada Geese flew noisily in over the dunes and close inspection revealed a single Barnacle 

Goose in the flock (the flock continued south and were seen later at Cresswell Pond). Finally we had the pleasure 

of watching both male and female Marsh Harriers before we left and continued on our way. A brief stop at 

Cresswell Pond added little and with time pressing we returned to Newcastle Central Station in good time for 

train connections. 

 

Many thanks from us for being another great Naturetrek group and we hoped everyone enjoyed the tour as 

much as we did! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

Common Sandpiper 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; H = heard only)) 

      May/June 

  Common name Scientific name 30 31 1 2 3 4 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor       

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser         

3 Greater Canada Goose  Branta canadensis       

4 Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis   2   1 

5 Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna       

6 Wigeon  Anas penelope          2   

7 Gadwall  Anas strepera          

8 Teal  Anas crecca        1     

9 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos       

10 Garganey Anas querquedula 1     

11 Shoveler  Anas clypeata  1     1   1 

12 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula       

13 Eider  Somateria mollissima       

14 Common Scoter  Melanitta nigra          2   

15 Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula          1   

16 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator    4         

17 Red Grouse  Lagopus lagopus      2 H 1   

18 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa      2      

19 Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix            

20 Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus       

21 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer       2     

22 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis        2 2   

23 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus        4 2   

24 Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis        

25 Gannet  Morus bassanus          

26 Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo        

27 Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis           

28 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta    1         

29 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     3  

30 Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 2      

31 Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus            2 

32 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo  2 1     c6   

33 Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus     1 1     

34 Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus         1 1 

35 Coot  Fulica atra       

36 Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus       

37 Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula    200 2      

38 Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus       

39 Sanderling  Calidris alba        4     

40 Purple Sandpiper  Calidris maritima      1       

41 Dunlin  Calidris alpina             

42 Snipe  Gallinago gallinago        2H     

43 Curlew  Numenius arquata       H 

44 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos         c6   

45 Redshank  Tringa totanus             

46 Turnstone  Arenaria interpres     2      

47 Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla         
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      May/June 

  Common name Scientific name 30 31 1 2 3 4 

48 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus  ridibundus       

49 Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus        c10   c6 

50 Common Gull  Larus canus          1 

51 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus       

52 Herring Gull  Larus argentatus       

53 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus        

54 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons    2        

55 Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis       

56 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo  1      

57 Roseate Tern  Sterna dougallii      1      

58 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea            

59 Guillemot  Uria aalge   2       

60 Razorbill  Alca torda          

61 Puffin  Fratercula arctica            

62 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon  Columba livia       

63 Stock Dove  Columba oenas         2   

64 Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus       

65 Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto       

66 Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus      2 H H   

67 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco    H         

68 Long-eared Owl Asio otus       1     

69 Swift  Apus apus         

70 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major          1   

71 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 1     1     

72 Skylark  Alauda arvensis       

73 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia       

74 Swallow  Hirundo rustica       

75 House Martin  Delichon urbicum       

76 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis       

77 Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus            

78 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea          2   

79 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba       

80 Dipper  Cinclus cinclus             

81 Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes          

82 Dunnock  Prunella modularis       

83 Robin  Erithacus rubecula        2   

84 Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus    1     H   

85 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra          c10   

86 Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus       1     

87 Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe      1 1 1   

88 Blackbird  Turdus merula       

89 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos  H  H     

90 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus          3   

91 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus        

92 Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus           H 

93 Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla          H   

94 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin          H   

95 Whitethroat  Sylvia communis    1  H    

96 Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita    c3 1 H    

97 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus  H H H H  H 

98 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata    2     2   
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      May/June 

  Common name Scientific name 30 31 1 2 3 4 

99 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus      2       

100 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus       

101 Magpie  Pica pica       

102 Jackdaw  Corvus monedula       

103 Rook  Corvus frugilegus       

104 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone       

105 Starling  Sturnus vulgaris       

106 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus       

107 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs        

108 Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris            

109 Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis         

110 Linnet  Carduelis cannabina       

111 Lesser Redpoll  Carduelis cabaret  1   1      

112 Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula          1   

113 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella       H  

114 Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus        

 Mammals               

1 Brown Hare          

2 Rabbit          

3 Weasel   1           

4 Grey Seal            

 

Sandwich Tern 


