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Tour Leader:   Mike Hodgson 

 
Participants:   Barbara Boize 

Jane McDowell 

Ron Robinson 

Mary Nicholson 

Christopher Piper 

Elizabeth Piper 

Hilary Corton 

Doreen Massey 

Valerie Shemilt 

Susan Shemilt 

Day 1 Thursday 6th June 

With a delayed train in York station and some interesting road works at the pick-up point we were still only a 

little late in leaving Newcastle heading for Cresswell Pond to meet the final member of our group. Although 

sunny there was a distinct chill in the wind as we watched broods of Greylag and Canada Geese on the far shore, 

a number of Gadwall, Mallard and Tufted Ducks and a couple of pairs of Shelducks. All three common 

hirundines, Swallow, House & Sand Martin, were feeding low over the water and several Meadow Pipits were 

song-flighting. On the spit was a good collection of roosting Oystercatchers and several sleeping Cormorants. 

 

We pressed on northwards and the overcast weather began to clear so a quick stop was made at Cullernose Point 

in beautiful sunshine. Plenty of noisy Kittiwakes and several Fulmars were obvious along and on the cliffs at the 

point and a number of auks, seemingly all Guillemots, were drifting offshore. A couple of fishing Sandwich 

Terns came close inshore and Skylarks were very vocal over the fields. We continued our northward journey 

along the coastal route arriving at our hotel in Bamburgh around 18:00 hrs. 

Day 2 Friday 7th June 

After breakfast we drove straight to Holy Island and crossed the causeway to the village. The Vicarage garden 

produced an obliging Spotted Flycatcher along with singing Goldfinches and Swallows and House Martins 

hawking through. Many Grey Seals were hauled out on the beach at Guile Point and their constant calls, as usual, 

could be heard for the rest of our visit! Many terns, probably mostly Arctics, could be seen high over Black Law, 

the result of someone carrying out work on the northern edge of the small island. A few Sandwich Terns were 

fishing nearby. Along the closer shoreline we found about 40 Bar-tailed Godwits, all in non-breeding plumage, 

together with about 12 Knot, again mostly in non-breeding plumage but several acquiring red underparts.  

 

A walk to the Heugh gave us splendid scenic views over most of the island and the adjoining coastline but few 

birds! Fulmar, Eiders and Shag were all seen in the channel below. The Rocket Field hide was also quiet although 

a couple of Grey Herons were loafing about.  
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On our way back a warbler was heard quietly singing in a small tree. After a couple more snatches of song we 

knew what it was and a nice Lesser Whitethroat, a late migrant, finally showed itself before bounding off along 

the line of trees.  Because of the restricting crossing times we returned to the causeway to await any small waders 

that might be gathering due to the rising tide but there was little except a flypast group of c12 Knot and some 

distant Curlews. 

 

After lunch in Beal we had a quick look at the flooded field at Elwick but again it was quiet with only Shelduck 

and Mallards. We moved on to Hulne Park at Alnwick and walked along the main drive. A Great Spotted 

Woodpecker was 'kekking' in the trees, perhaps a juvenile, and soon an adult flew into the same area. A 

Chiffchaff was singing and several Blackcaps were present. Goldcrests were singing in the conifers and both Blue 

and Great Tits were busy feeding their broods in nest-boxes. Out in the open area we found what was almost 

certainly a distant Red-legged Partridge disappearing through a fence line while at least three Common Buzzards 

were seen overhead. The return walk produced a Treecreeper briefly but nothing new. A photo-stop opposite 

Alnwick Castle eventually confirmed Red-legged Partridge creeping through the long grass! 

Day 3 Saturday 8th June 

We could not have asked for better weather for our day on the Farne Islands with sunshine and a flat calm sea. 

As we crossed towards the inner group of islands more and more seabirds became evident with Puffins and 

Guillemots predominating. A small group of six Gannets beat southwards on a fishing trip (others were seen 

later in the day). The Cormorant colony on the East Wideopens was still occupied and the boat took us 

alongside although the tide was very low. A good number of large gulls, Herring, Lesser and Great Black-backed, 

were in attendance, always on the lookout for a free meal in the seabird colonies. Quickly crossing Staple Sound 

we were soon under the cliffs with hundreds of Kittiwakes and Guillemots nesting. The water was alive with 

birds. Sailing around the high stacks known as the Pinnacles we could compare Razorbills alongside Guillemots 

before we continued out to look at some very close Grey Seals loafing on and around some nearby rocks, the 

bigger bulls easily picked out from the smaller cows. 

 

Eventually we came around to the landing point on the north side of Staple Island and were soon right next to 

the nesting Shags and other birds. Cameras were deployed and the choice of subjects was large! Looking through 

the Guillemot colonies we found a number of 'bridled' birds. A few Guillemot chicks had just hatched in the 

previous few days and we watched parents bring small fish for their young. Many Puffins were flying in and out 

of the colony in the shallow soil on the top of the island and, together with the Guillemots, the Kittiwakes kept 

up a constant 'wall of sound' with their calls. A female Eider was panting in the heat as she incubating her three 

eggs rather close to the human visitors! A pair of Rock Pipits was obviously feeding their brood near to the 

warden's hut. 

 

After a couple of hours we had to board the boat again to be taken to Inner Farne. Although none of the Arctic 

Terns had hatched here yet, the adults showed their indignation at being interrupted by bombarding visitors as 

they arrived. Woe betide anyone without a hat! The density of nesting terns in the small 'garden' next to the old 

tower is amazing and unfortunately (for humans) the garden lies on the route to the loo! There were plenty of 

Common Terns sitting around a bare area in the centre of the island and the active Sandwich Tern colony was 

close-by so all three tern species could be seen at once.  
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All of the other seabird species seen at Staple were also breeding here and at the cliff-top view point it was 

possible to get within feet of birds like Razorbills and Shags. Several Eiders had now hatched young, a pair of 

Mallard scrounged bread from visitors and a Shelduck appeared out of the grass. Waders were represented by 

Oystercatcher and a couple of Ringed Plovers. As usual the time passed too quickly here and we were soon 

queuing to re-board our boat with a very obliging Grey Seal lying on the small beach next to the jetty. The 

islands soon receded behind us as we returned to Seahouses Harbour and a welcome cup of coffee after 'Mission 

Accomplished'! 

 

After the evening meal we had a short trip out to Belford Moor but we could locate no Barn Owls or calling Red 

Grouse. A Badger was seen very briefly and a couple of Roe Deer peered back at us from a small conifer 

plantation. 

Day 4 Sunday 9th June 

After breakfast we headed south and stopped at Monks House Pool just north of Seahouses. A drake Pochard 

was a new addition to the trip list and both Mute Swans and Coots had hatched broods. A small party of Swifts 

called in to feed over the area and two Brown Hares were in the fields. Quickly moving on we arrived at 

Newton-by-the-Sea and walked along Newton Links. A family party of Stonechats were feeding along a fence 

line and many Meadow Pipits in the area were carrying food for their nestlings. A couple of Shelducks were at 

the saltmarsh at the Long Nanny and a look down to the beach revealed masses of terns at the colony.  From the 

warden's hut we could 'scope up the Little Terns (probably 10-14 pairs breeding) on their nest scrapes, several of 

which were now in sand-filled fish-boxes as a precaution against high tide flooding. Arctic Terns were 

everywhere of course including several hundred scattered across the wet sand together with a few Sandwich 

Terns. Here a first-summer Little Gull was spotted flying in and settled on the sand. Some of the Arctic Terns 

took exception and the bird soon disappeared. A slow walk back through the dunes saw little new so we moved 

on to Amble for lunch. 

 

The weather was beginning to change with bright sunshine as we sailed out of the harbour past a crèche of Eider 

ducklings and a couple of Sandwich Terns calling overhead. The sea was flat as we approached Coquet Island 

with the first Puffins and Guillemots whizzing past us. A couple of Grey Seals were loafing on the flat rocks of 

the north end and in among some roosting Oystercatchers three summer-plumaged Turnstones appeared briefly. 

The sea was carpeted with Puffins and many more flying over while Common and Arctic Terns were 

everywhere, all calling and making quite a din! Only a few Sandwich Terns could be found as apparently the large 

colony had not materialised on the island this year and hopefully they would be breeding elsewhere. Very soon 

we located our first Roseate Terns standing on the 'nest-boxes' provided for them on the low cliffs at the jetty.  

 

As we just floated back and forth here (no landing is allowed) we were able to compare the identification features 

and saw much display and copulation between the pairs so presumably the serious breeding had just started. 

Several birds showed a beautiful pink flush on their breasts. An added bonus among the terns resting on the 

small beach and flat rocks was another, much closer Little Gull. We had a slow circumnavigation of the island 

looking at the small Kittiwake colonies on the low cliffs, numerous Fulmars and some more Grey Seals before 

returning for a final look at the Roseate Terns at the jetty.  
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Day 5 Monday 10th June 

Our first stop was at Budle Bay where we found a small crèche of recently hatched Eider ducklings with three 

females in attendance. Quite a number of non-breeding Shelduck were present across the bay together with a 

few Curlews and Oystercatchers. There was little else so we pressed on inland to Wooler to purchase provisions 

for a picnic lunch and then drove south to the Ingram Valley.  

 

The first stop here was alive with birds singing and we soon got to grips with Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff, 

singing Sedge Warblers and Blackcaps, and a couple of Whitethroats, some of these species obviously collecting 

food for their young. Several Yellowhammers were giving their familiar song phrases. Along the river from the 

footbridge we soon located a couple of Common Sandpipers which gave excellent views including at one point a 

bird perching on some bare branches.  

 

We drove a short distance upstream and found an obliging Dipper low down on a branch over the river allowing 

good 'scope views. More singing warblers and a couple of Common Sandpipers were also found. The next stop 

produced another Dipper, a pair of Oystercatchers with at least one very large juvenile nearby and a brood of 

tiny recently-hatched Common Sandpipers teetering about the rocks in the river.  

 

Continuing up the valley we parked at Ingram and walked slowly following the course of the river. Here we 

found several singing and posing male Whinchats, a Kestrel overhead and Sand Martins. Although we had heard 

and seen several calling Lesser Redpolls overhead, a stunning male with brick-red breast, face and 'poll landed on 

some gorse to give excellent views. We had our picnic at the next bridge where a pair of Grey Wagtails was 

obviously feeding young in a nest nearby. Another short walk to below a large scree slope produced many more 

birds feeding on the insect hatch over the river bed but a large raptor soaring out from a distant plantation tested 

identification skills but this was surprisingly a Goshawk.  

 

We drove back down the valley and had a short visit to nearby Branton Gravel Pits. Here Mallard, Greylag & 

Canada Geese, Coot and Mute Swan all had broods on the water and several young Black-headed Gulls ventured 

out of the island undergrowth. We then retraced our journey back to the hotel. 

Day 6 Tuesday 11th June 

After breakfast and loading up our luggage we set off down the coastal route towards Newcastle. As we drove 

out of Hipsburn, a Barn Owl flew across the road pursued by a Kestrel! We had a short stop at Amble Braid 

where a small party of late migrant Ringed Plovers were on the mud with several Curlews and Oystercatchers 

and a couple of Eider crèches were seen.  

 

We moved on to East Chevington and soon after arriving a female Marsh Harrier flew in and over the reed-beds. 

Within a few minutes a male had arrived and we were able to compare not only plumage differences between 

them but also size and structure. From the north hide we found about six Little Gulls, all immatures, dip-feeding 

over the pool which held at least three Great Crested Grebes, several Gadwall, Mallard and three Shoveler. A 

few Sandwich Terns flew in to bathe and we added another wader species to the trip list, two Redshanks!  
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On returning, a quick look at the harriers again gave several of the party an added bonus in seeing a food-pass. 

The party was also treated to an impromptu sheep-shearing display as wildlife trust staff were working on the 

reserve today. The weather was beginning to turn windy and cool so we pressed on to Cresswell Pond but there 

was little new there and rain was threatening. We arrived back at Newcastle Central Station only a little ahead of 

schedule after negotiating the re-routed parking arrangements! 

 

This was another excellent Naturetrek Northumberland tour and in very good weather conditions. 

Thank you all for being such a great party! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

 

 

Female Common Eider Rock Pipit 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; H = Heard only) 

   June 

 Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor       

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser       

3 Greater Canada Goose  Branta canadensis       

4 Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna       

5 Gadwall  Anas strepera       

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos       

7 Shoveler  Anas clypeata       3 

8 Pochard  Aythya ferina     1   

9 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula   4    

10 Eider  Somateria mollissima       

11 Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula      1  

12 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa   2     

13 Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix     2   

14 Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus       

15 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus       3 

16 Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis       

17 Gannet  Morus bassanus        

18 Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo       

19 Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis        

20 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  1     3 

21 Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus       2 

22 Goshawk Accipiter gentilis      1  

23 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo  1 3   4  

24 Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus      2 1 

25 Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus        

26 Coot  Fulica atra       

27 Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus       

28 Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula       12 

29 Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus       

30 Knot  Calidris canutus   c27     

31 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica   c40     

32 Curlew  Numenius arquata       4 

33 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos      c5  

34 Redshank  Tringa totanus       2 

35 Turnstone Arenaria interpres     3  

36 Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla       

37 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus  ridibundus       

38 Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus     2  c5 

39 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus       

40 Herring Gull  Larus argentatus       

41 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus       

42 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons        

43 Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis       

44 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo       

45 Roseate Tern  Sterna dougallii     c14   

46 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea        

47 Guillemot  Uria aalge        
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   June 

 Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 

48 Razorbill  Alca torda       

49 Puffin  Fratercula arctica        

50 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon  Columba livia       

51 Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus       

52 Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto       

53 Barn Owl  Tyto alba       1 

54 Swift  Apus apus       

55 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   3   3  

56 Skylark  Alauda arvensis      H 

57 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia       

58 Swallow  Hirundo rustica       

59 House Martin  Delichon urbicum       

60 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis       

61 Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus        

62 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea      2  

63 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba       

64 Dipper  Cinclus cinclus      c4  

65 Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes  H  H   

66 Dunnock  Prunella modularis  H H   H  

67 Robin  Erithacus rubecula        

68 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra      c8  

69 Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus     5   

70 Blackbird  Turdus merula       

71 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos        

72 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   1  2 2  

73 Grasshopper Warbler  Locustella naevia  H      

74 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus  H    H  

75 Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla      H H 

76 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin        

77 Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca  1      

78 Whitethroat  Sylvia communis       

79 Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   H  H  H 

80 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus       

81 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus   H     

82 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   1     

83 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus       

84 Great Tit  Parus major        

85 Coal Tit  Periparus ater        

86 Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris   1     

87 Magpie  Pica pica       

88 Jackdaw  Corvus monedula       

89 Rook  Corvus frugilegus       

90 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone       

91 Starling  Sturnus vulgaris       

92 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus       

93 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs  1     

94 Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris       

95 Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis  1     

96 Siskin  Carduelis spinus      H  

97 Linnet  Carduelis cannabina       

98 Lesser Redpoll  Carduelis cabaret      c10  
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   June 

 Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 

99 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella   H    H 

100 Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus    H   

Mammals         

1 Brown Hare         

2 Rabbit         

3 Mole  (hills)        

4 Bat sp.     2   

5 Stoat      2  

6 Badger    1    

7 Grey Seal         

8 Roe Deer    2    

 

 

 

 

 


