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Tour participants: Tom Cadwallender & Neil Glenn (leaders) with 11 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Tuesday 3rd July 

In the early afternoon, Tom and Neil met some of the group at Newcastle Central Station. Under a bright blue 

sky we headed north to Cresswell Pond, where we met up with more of the team. All of us were looking forward 

to this week of birdwatching in glorious Northumberland. Parking at Cresswell Pond, we were greeted by House 

Martins gathering over the approach road. Once organised, we headed for the pond hide where Reed Buntings 

were singing whilst sitting out on reeds in the sunshine and, as we watched, a Snipe did a circuit on a little pool. 

Several Tree Sparrows were calling as we walked to the hide, with several sitting on the roofs of the farm 

buildings as we left. From the hide we could see several Avocets sitting tightly on nests, whilst Lapwings and 

Shelduck wandered by. Across the pond a large gathering of Sand Martins hawked insects and regularly perched 

on fence wires. On the western shore of the pond around 30 Curlews roosted, mainly with their head and bills 

tucked in. Then a small flock of Black-tailed Godwits flew through but didn’t land.  

 

Then it was on to Druridge Pools, where the dunes were alight with Bloody Cranesbill, the county flower of 

Northumberland. Ringlet butterflies flitted, as did Six-spot Burnet moth. From the ‘Budge Screen’ a group of 

around 25 Black-tailed Godwits fed or slept, with some showing the grey plumage of young birds, whilst others 

shone brightly with the orange of breeding plumage. In amongst them were two Dunlins in breeding plumage, 

whilst two Common Snipes probed for food. A male Teal, the smallest of ducks, was picked out in eclipse 

plumage, as most of the other ducks were. 

 

Heading north, we called at Druridge Bay County Park for a comfort break before striking out for the Bluebell 

Hotel in Belford. We went via the striking Warkworth Castle, and made a small detour to view the majestic 

Alnwick Castle. We were admiring the view and chatting about how the castle had featured in Black Adder and 

Harry Potter when a Kestrel hovered nearby. Once at our hotel, the evening was notable for some as England 

were playing Columbia in the football World Cup and won on penalties.   

Day 2 Wednesday 4th July 

The birding day started with a visit to Budle Bay as the tide fell. Initially all looked quiet, then a group of 26 

Redshank dropped in not far from us, quickly followed by an almost summer plumaged Spotted Redshank. The 

bay appeared to be filled with Shelduck, but a female Red-breasted Merganser with four or five youngsters, a 

good breeding record for Northumberland, was picked out. We then headed north to Holy Island just as the tide 

receded from the causeway. Stopping at the first opportunity on the causeway to check for waders, we picked up 

a number of returning Curlew on the mudflats, whilst several family groups of Eider with their ‘aunties’ came 

swimming down the river South Low as our first Sandwich Terns of the tour fished the river by the bridge. 

 

Once we reached ‘The Snook’, the western part of the island, we took the opportunity to investigate the 

botanically rich dune system. We soon realised how fantastic the floral assemblage was with swaths of Marsh 

Helleborine, Creeping Willow and Spotted Orchid to name a few. Although we missed the endemic Lindisfarne 

Helleborine, the tour timing appeared about right for a great display of flowers. As we slowly walked through the 

dune grassland, Dark Green Fritillaries would lift and flutter in front of us, Meadow Pipits parachuted around 

and a male Reed Bunting gave its plaintiff song from a spikey Viper’s Bugloss.  
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We parked in the main car park and headed to the Heugh, a Whinstone Dyke high point of the island, where 

there was an archaeological dig taking place. We saw a couple of large ‘haul outs’ of Atlantic Grey Seals, their 

‘song’ carrying across most of the island. Lunch in Holy Island village consisted of crab sandwiches for some and 

Lindisfarne Oysters for others before the main group headed out for a longer walk to the castle, around the 

Waggonway and back via the Straight Lonnen. One or two of the group decided to do their own thing by visiting 

the Priory or just relaxing and enjoying the island atmosphere and dust-bathing House Sparrows. 

 

After seeing two Bar-tailed Godwits and Rock Pipits near the harbour, the main group spent some time looking 

for the flock of Golden Plovers which had just flown into the rocky east shore. The Golden Plover’s cryptic 

plumage proved to be very effective as we searched, but they eventually gave themselves up to us all. 

 

On leaving Holy Island after a splendid sunny day, we called into Budle Bay again to see if the rising tide had 

brought birds closer. Unfortunately the tide wasn’t as high as we’d hoped but we did get a chance to study the 

differences between the large gulls: Lesser and Great Black-backed and Herring Gulls. Just as we were leaving a 

female Goosander was spotted fishing in the Waren Burn, not close but we all agreed it was far closer than the 

Goosanders we had seen on Holy Island.    

Day 3 Thursday 5th July 

Today we had an early start for Amble by the Sea, ‘the friendliest port’, for our 9.15am sailing to Coquet Island. 

We were greeted with a flat sea and bright sunshine for our short journey to the island. As the ‘Puffin Cruise’ 

boat made its way out to sea, several Sandwich Terns crossed over us flying towards the island with their catch of 

fish for their chicks, whilst Puffins and a few Guillemots loafed in the calm water around us. As we approached 

Coquet Island we could hear the raucous sound of seabirds on the island, and casually watching us go by were 

Grey Seals with their heads out of the water. Puffins became more numerous as we neared the island, and they 

also stood guard over their nest burrows on the island. Several Fulmars were seen sitting on the low ledges, and a 

female Eider with several small ducklings sheltered in a small haven on the rocky shore.  

 

It was the assemblage of terns which stole the show: the noise and the frenetic energy displayed as birds came to 

and fro with food for hungry chicks. We soon got our eye in for the pale-backed Roseate Terns, sitting on the 

rocky shelf taking a rest away from their nesting boxes. Some 107 pairs of ‘Rosys’ are on the island so far this 

year. Arctic and Common Terns mixed with Sandwich Terns on the shore. Some nesting Kittiwakes were still 

sitting on newly created ledges on low cliffs, many with youngsters sitting or roosting nearby. The brown, 

recently fledged, Black-headed Gulls wandering up and down the shore added to the melee! 

 

After the stunning experience of Coquet Island, we returned to the mainland and called at the Northumberland 

Wildlife Trust reserve at Low Hauxley. Walking around the maturing reclaimed opencast mine site we saw 

recently fledged Swallows being fed, and numerous family parties of Canada Geese, Oystercatchers and 

Lapwings, with five migrant Common Sandpipers for added interest. Lunch was in the splendid new visitor 

centre where the staff really went out of their way to be helpful. After lunch we visited Tern Hide and weren’t 

disappointed with a fine display of around 20 Black-tailed Godwits and six Dunlin, all in summer plumage and 

all recently arrived. As we were leaving we spent a few minutes looking for Red Squirrel at the car park feeders 

but we were not in luck, however a foraging ‘tribe’ of Long-tailed Tits came through. 
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Next we went north to High Newton and The Long Nanny, where we hoped to see Little Tern, although after 

recent bad weather all of the Little Tern nests had been washed out, so we weren’t sure what we would find. On 

arrival we heard that 11 pairs had re-laid. These had been supplemented with birds from the Crimden Dene 

colony, which had also been washed out. They were not expected to breed at Long Nanny. We had long distance 

views, but did get much closer views of the 2,000 or so pairs of Arctic Terns before walking back to the 

minibuses via the long sweep of sandy Beadnell Bay, a typical Northumbrian beach.      

Day 4 Friday 6th July 

The big Farne Islands’ day had finally arrived and this demanded an early start to enable us to be at Seahouses 

Harbour to sort tickets and National Trust landing fees, and importantly, get our packed lunches prior to a 

9.30am sailing. We couldn’t believe our luck with the weather, which was even calmer and warmer than the 

previous day, and we were happy to set ‘sail’ in Glad Tidings VI and Glad Tidings II. Just beyond the safe haven 

of the harbour we saw our first Guillemots sitting on the sea, followed quite quickly by Puffins and Shags. This 

was only a preview of what was to come later. We saw our first Razorbill as we cruised by Inner Farne, heading 

for Longstone, the outermost island. On our way to check out the Grey Seal ‘haul out’, a small party of Gannets 

from Bass Rock flew south.  

 

After close inspection of the whinstone cliffs of Staple Island, the Wamses and the Wide Opens, with 

Kittiwakes, Guillemots and Razorbills galore, we saw the colony of Cormorants on the Wamses. Landing on 

Staple Island we were greeted by nesting Shags with their panting young, as we walked up the steps from the 

jetty. Then we saw thousands of Puffins as they ‘torpedoed’ in, laden with Sand Eels, trying to avoid the 

harassment of the Lesser Black-backed, Herring and Black-headed Gulls. Even though a number of the 

‘jumplings’ (nestlings) had jumped, the Guillemot colony on the Pinnacles bristled with activity, with nests of 

Razorbills dotted throughout. Just by way of contrast, the odd Swallow and Rock Pipit would shoot through, 

catching insects for their young.  

 

After two and a half hours of mesmerising seabird activity, we set off for Inner Farne for more seabird action, 

this time with terns proving the main features. We were not disappointed as Sandwich, Common and almost two 

thousand pairs of Arctic Terns nest on the Farnes, most of them being on Inner Farne, and many nesting along 

the walkway from the jetty to the plateau meant that a ‘close encounter’ was had. This experience was a particular 

‘lifetime’ ambition and the reason for coming on this tour for one, and they were not disappointed.  

 

We all agreed that a visit to the Farnes continues to be a world-class ornithological experience as the almost face-

to-face encounter with so many seabirds is just awe-inspiring. After another two hours on Inner Farne we had to 

depart, but not before connecting with an adult Black Tern in the tern roost by the jetty. 

 

Back on mainland we adjourned to a café for coffee before we started the short journey back to the hotel in 

Belford, via a short stop at Monks House Pool where we added Common (Mew) Gull and an unseasonal Wigeon 

to the trip list. Over dinner there were many sunburnt cheeks on show after a superb day out on the magical 

Farne Islands.      
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Day 5 Saturday 7th July 

Today was our last full day, which provided us with another blue sky to spend in The Cheviots. The Harthope 

Valley was our morning destination with a short stop at the Carey Burn Bridge to look for Dipper. This is one of 

the most reliable sites in the county (honest!) but it didn’t supply the goods today. There was a lot of human 

activity in the valley as the annual ‘Chevy Chase’ was being held. This is a 20-mile endurance race for runners, 

taking in both of Northumberland’s highest hills - The Cheviot and Hedgehope.  

 

Even with the sunshine and heat (the high temperature was unusual for here) birds still showed for us. As we left 

the car park at Hawsden Burn, Stonechats sat on nearby fences and a family of Mistle Thrushes on the heather 

hillside. As we watched them we saw several Red Grouse sitting out in the sun higher up. Walking slowly up the 

track to Langleeford, family parties of Willow Warbler and Spotted Flycatcher entertained us. Then we glimpsed 

a red tail and found a family of Redstarts amongst the willow and alder scrub. Grey Wagtails were on the rocky 

riverbed. Flocks of Siskins and Redpoll called and occasionally afforded us reasonable views. 

 

Lunch was now calling, but before we left the valley we had a brief repeat stop at Carey Burn Bridge for another 

attempt for Dipper, but with no luck again. In a later conversation it transpired that with the recent hot weather, 

the local Dippers had moved back up stream to avoid the growth in ‘entromorpha’.  

 

We went to the Breamish Valley for a super lunch at the Ingram Café. We then spent a little time looking for 

Dippers from Ingram Bridge when one flew through, however it was not seen be everyone. Then we went up 

the valley, but as it was a sunny Saturday there were a lot of human visitors, so we decided to cut and adjourn 

down river for further attempts for Dipper from a footbridge. They weren’t playing ball, however we did get 

good views of a male Yellowhammer singing from a willow at the riverside.  

 

Then we went to nearby Branton Pond, which was a gravel extraction site. Here we found several family parties 

of Goldeneye (first breeding site in England several years ago), and Tufted Duck. Two Common Terns floated 

by and probably a locally-bred Common Sandpiper showed briefly on one of the islands. As we were watching 

the Goldeneye from the hide, several of us saw a Sparrowhawk carry prey to a nearby nest site.  

 

Much to the glee of some, we got back to our hotel in Belford just in time to hear England’s positive result 

against Sweden in the World Cup. 

Day 6 Sunday 8th July 

Our final morning dawned bright. The sun had been our near-constant companion during this week in 

Northumberland. We bade our farewells to Ruth and Glyn, and Jill and Fred, who were making their separate 

ways. Then the remaining group members made our way to the coast, en route the station in some four hours 

time. We wanted to make the most of those few hours so we needed to pack in as much birding as possible. First 

port of call was Budle Bay where we hoped that the rising tide would gently push waders towards us, and we 

were not disappointed. Fine views were had of a flock of around 35 Redshank, with the partial summer 

plumaged Spotted Redshank still nearby. Overhead Curlews gave their evocative call, while a group of around 25 

Black-tailed Godwits fed in the Waren Burn channel, accompanied by a flock of around 30 summer plumaged 

Dunlin.  
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The clock was ticking and we needed to keep moving south. Our next venue was Monks House Pool, just north 

of Seahouses. Here a smallish white bird flew in to the pool edge and after a telescope view, we identified it as a 

leucistic Starling as it had dark legs and bill. Also, for our pleasure, three Yellow Wagtails were feeding along the 

water’s edge whilst a Kestrel sat on a wire before giving us a ‘hover’ flyby.  

 

Next stop was at Low Newton ‘scrapes’. Walking from the car park into the village we witnessed one of the 

finest scenes in Northumberland; the view south along Embleton Bay with Dunstanburgh Castle in the 

background. As we approached the ‘scrapes’ a family party of Sedge Warblers busied themselves amongst the 

rough vegetation of the dune-back. Meanwhile, on the muddy edges of the scrape, another group of summer 

plumaged Black-tailed Godwit was feeding and preening, and a single dark, partial summer plumaged male Ruff 

was picked out.  

 

Now we travelled to our final birding destination - Druridge Pools. With only a few minutes to spare to look, we 

got to the ‘Budge Screen’ to find a crowd there. What were they looking for? A large white sleeping bird gave us 

a clue – a Spoonbill was standing straight out from the screen! Alongside it were even more Black-tailed 

Godwits. These birds, which will have just arrived from Iceland, had provided us with almost constant and very 

welcome companionship during our visits to the coast. And the mud held even more birds when our second 

Ruff of the trip was picked out, this time a very pale individual. However the final bird species of trip proved to 

be a scare and exciting one as a Pectoral Sandpiper, a smallish American wader, was also out on the mud. What a 

superb ending to a fantastic trip!  

 

This trip was incredibly rich in birds, flowers and landscapes, and importantly with good humour and very nice 

people. We were blessed with great weather, not to be underestimated when there were two boat trips into the 

North Sea in the mix. It had been a great trip as we visited the offshore islands of Holy Island, The Farne Islands 

and Coquet Island; two valleys in The Cheviots, Harthope and Breamish; and most of us saw six castles – 

Warkworth, Dunstanburgh, Alnwick, Bamburgh, Holy Island and Newcastle. Thank you to everyone for making 

this a very splendid Northumbrian tour!  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      July 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Canada Goose Branta canadensis         

2 Greylag Goose Anser anser         

3 Mute Swan Cygnus olor       

4 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna        

5 Gadwall Mareca strepera          

6 Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope            

7 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos       

8 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca           

9 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula        

10 Common Eider Somateria mollissima          

11 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula            

12 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser          

13 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator            

14 Willow Ptarmigan (Red Grouse) Lagopus lagopus            

15 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa            

16 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus          

17 Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis           

18 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis            

19 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia            

20 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea       

21 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus           

22 European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis            

23 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo         

24 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus            

25 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo           

26 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus       

27 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra        

28 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus       

29 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta            

30 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus       

31 European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria           

32 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula           

33 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata        

34 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica            

35 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa         

36 Ruff Calidris pugnax            

37 Dunlin Calidris alpina         

38 Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos            

39 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago         

40 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos          

41 Common Redshank Tringa totanus         

42 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus           

43 Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla          

44 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus       

45 Mew Gull  (Common Gull) Larus canus            

46 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus        

47 European Herring Gull Larus argentatus        
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 

48 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus         

49 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis          

50 Little Tern Sternula albifrons           

51 Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii            

52 Common Tern Sterna hirundo        

53 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea           

54 Black Tern Chlidonias niger            

55 Common Murre (Guillemot) Uria aalge           

56 Razorbill Alca torda           

57 Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica           

58 Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) Columba livia         

59 Stock Dove Columba oenas            

60 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus       

61 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto        

62 Common Swift Apus apus       

63 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major           

64 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus          

65 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius           

66 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica          

67 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula       

68 Rook Corvus frugilegus       

69 Carrion Crow Corvus corone       

70 Coal Tit Periparus ater          

71 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus         

72 Great Tit Parus major          

73 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis        

74 Sand Martin Riparia riparia        

75 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica       

76 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum       

77 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus           

78 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus           

79 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita        

80 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus          

81 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla            

82 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis          

83 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes           

84 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris       

85 Common Blackbird Turdus merula       

86 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos          

87 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus           

88 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata            

89 European Robin Erithacus rubecula          

90 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus            

91 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola            

92 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus            

93 House Sparrow Passer domesticus       

94 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus           

95 Dunnock Prunella modularis        

96 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava            

97 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea           

98 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba       
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 

99 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis       

100 Eurasian Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus           

101 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs       

102 Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula            

103 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris         

104 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina        

105 Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret            

106 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis       

107 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus            

108 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella           

109 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus        

Butterflies               

1 Small Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus            

2 Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus          

3 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina           

4 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja          

5 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus           

6 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus            

7 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae           

8 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta           

9 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria            

10 Small White Pieris rapae            

Bees               

1 White tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum           

2 Early Bumblebee Bombus pratorum           

Moths               

1 Drinker Moth (Caterpillar) Euthrix potatoria            

2 Six-spot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae           

Dragonflies & Damselflies               

1 Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum            

2 Common Goldenring Cordulegaster boltonii            

Grasshoppers               

1 Common Green Grasshopper Omocestus viridulus            

Mammals               

1 Atlantic Grey Seal Cordulegaster boltonii         

Fish               

1 Brown Trout Salmo trutta            

2 Eurasian Minnow Phoxinus phoxinus            
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Wildflower list compiled by tour member Wendy Martin 

The wild flowers along the coast and on Lindisfarne were wonderful with plenty of colour and variety, which added an 

extra dimension to the trip. This list is some of the most colourful and notable ones in flower.  

Day 2 Lindisfarne 

Viper's Bugloss, Echium vulgare Sea Milkwort, Glaux maritima 

Lady's Bedstraw, Galium verum Marsh Thistle, Cirsium palustre 

Creeping Willow, Salix repens Lesser Spearwort, Ranunculus flammula 

Thrift, Armeria maritima Common Mallow, Malva sylvestris 

Rest Harrow, Ononis repens Meadow Vetchling, Lathyrus pratensis 

Cottongrass, Eriophorum  Marsh Helleborine, Epipactis palustris 

Pyramidal Orchid, Anacamptis pyramidalis Northern Marsh Orchid, Dactylorhiza purpurella 

Hop Trefoil, Trifolium campestre Hare's foot Clover, Trifolium arvense 

Birdsfoot Trefoil, Lotus corniculatus Bloody Cranesbill, Geranium sanguineum 

Yellow Loosestrife, Lysimachia vulgaris Pirri-pirri Bur, Acaena novae-zelandiae 

Biting Stonecrop, Sedum acre White Stonecrop, Sedum album 

Creeping Cinquefoil, Potentilla reptans  

Day 4  Inner Farne  -  very limited vegetation ,   

Covered in Spear-leaved Orache (Atriplex hastata), nettles and docks, and the only flower Bladder Campion (Silene 
vulgare). 

Some of the flowers on other days,   

Hemp Agrimony, Eupatorium cannabinum Imperforate St Johnswort, Hypericum maculatum 

Dyer's Greenweed, Genista tinctoria Common Centaury, Centaurium erythraea 

Amphibious Bistort, Persicaria amphibia Monkey Flower, Mimulus guttatus hybrids 

Maiden Pink, Dianthus deltoides Ragged Robin, Lychnis flos- cuculi 

Bell Heather, Erica cinerea  

Plus many more equally interesting but less showy!,   

  

Lunch on the Farnes Arctic Tern at Long Nanny 


