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Tour Leader:   Jon Stokes 

 

Participants:   Brian Wright  

    Angela Mackersie   

    Claire Parker  

    Miles Parker  

    Simon Allday  

    Frances Goldingay  

    Norman Lewis  

    Margaret Lewis  

    Sue Rabie   

    Anne McGregor  

Day 1 Friday 25th February 

The group met for dinner in the hotel and after a good meal, adjourned to the lounge to talk about the trip and the 

New Forest. Then off to bed, hoping the weather would be good for tomorrow.  

Day 2 Saturday 26th February 

The day dawned slightly overcast and grey, but mild. As we set off across the forest, there was a lot of surface water 

from overnight rain, so we headed to the west towards the River Avon. Arriving at the river we looked for the 

Bewick Swans that winter in the area, but they proved elusive, however Lapwings tumbled in the sky, Goosanders 

flew from the river and Skylarks sang and there was a distinct feeling of spring in the air.  

 

A short drive south, took us to Blashford Lakes reserve where as we pulled up in the van, the feeders in the car 

park were covered in Siskins and Redpolls. As we walked to the first hide, rotting logs alongside the path had the 

extremely beautiful Scarlet Elf Cap fungus growing upon them, whose bright red caps brightened the forest floor. 

Snowdrops and Wild Daffodils were also in flower, heightening the sense that spring is here. In the first hide large 

numbers of Siskins and Chaffinches mixed with a few hundred Bramblings. These beautiful winter visitors seem to 

be a regular feature of Blashford and for many of the group offered their first really good look at these 

Scandinavian visitors. The second hide had views over the gravel pits, where Pochards and Tufted Duck mixed 

with Coots and Goosanders and in the distance Great Crested Grebes were displaying to each other. A Cettis 

Warbler lurked in the reeds beneath the hide and then one of the wintering Bitterns chose to walk out of the reeds 

in front of the hide. This provided us all with excellent views, and for some of the group provided a long sought 

view of these extremely elusive birds.  

 

A short walk from the hide took us to where a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker had been drumming over the last few 

days and as we arrived he was drumming again, but flew off too fast, yielding only the briefest views to some of the 

group. A little further down the path, a pair of Great Spotted Woodpeckers was more obliging, as was a 

Treecreeper.  
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Our next destination was Acres Down where we settled on top of the ridge to look for birds of prey. As we waited 

there was the unmistakable rattle of a Dartford Warbler who was sat in a little clump of gorse not 50 feet from us. 

Calling from the top of the bush he gave excellent views, whilst overhead a Hawfinch flew past. Another Hawfinch 

was perched in a distant tree and could be seen through our telescopes, whilst the first birds of prey began to 

appear. Unfortunately the first birds were Buzzards, but quite rapidly a Goshawk flew into view. February is the 

best time to see these great predators as they perform their aerial courtships over the tree tops and soon another 

Goshawk was also on view, as they spiralled in the air together. Over the next 30 minutes we had half a dozen 

views of Goshawks, mostly the same pair swinging amongst the tree tops but a cold north easterly finally drove us 

to our lunch.  

 

After lunch we went to Eling, just on the eastern edge of the forest where there had been a report of some 

Waxwings, but they weren't around so we went to the Rhinefield ornamental drive. Here in the arboretum we 

gathered with other bird watchers to look for the Hawfinches that roost in the tall conifers. As we waited a 

beautiful pair of Bullfinches fed in a Larch tree, Goldcrests crept around at eye level in the nearest tree and then the 

first Hawfinch flew in and landed on top of a tall tree. Over the next 15 minutes 3 arrived and one sat on top of a 

tree long enough for all of us to see this ‘chunky’ finch well.   

 

As the sun began to set, we travelled to the north of the forest in search of a Great Grey Shrike that had been 

present. Unfortunately neither it, nor the Hen Harriers that roost in the area, were visible, but the sunset made for a 

beautiful end to the day. We then returned to the hotel for dinner and a well-deserved rest.  

Day 3 Sunday 27th February 

En-route to the group, the leader had found a flock of Waxwings, so after checking out of the hotel, we drove again 

to the edge of Southampton where fortunately they were still sitting in the same tree. These winter visitors from 

Scandinavia have arrived in this country this year in amazing numbers and have filtered their way south throughout 

the winter. Now there are large numbers along the south coast, and these 12 birds were part of a party of 100 

recorded in the area on the previous day. As many Waxwings are, these birds were extremely obliging, sitting 

unconcerned in the tree and allowing fantastic views and great photograph opportunities. 

 

Our next stop was Denny Wood where some bird food drew the local residents onto a fence post allowing fantastic 

views of Great, Blue, Coal, Marsh and Willow Tits, Nuthatch, Chaffinch and Great Spotted Woodpeckers. For 

many this provided the rare opportunity to compare the abundant Marsh Tits with the much rarer Willow Tit that 

came occasionally during the session. Always hard to separate this also allowed us to test the new identification 

feature that is now considered the most reliable way to separate these two birds, a small white smudge at the base 

of the bill in Marsh Tits. Surprisingly this feature was actually quite visible, and not present on the Willow Tit with 

its grey panel on the wing. Overhead a Raven 'cronked' and again woodpeckers drummed in the trees.  

 

Next we walked across Beaulieu Road Heath, but it was remarkably empty of birds, and some news led us to look 

for a singing Woodlark, which tragically wasn't. So we set off again to look for birds of prey, but at this point the 

weather decided to break and it began to pour down. So we sought out some lunch in Lyndhurst in the hope that it 

would stop, but the rain only intensified.  
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The leader decided then to head for the coast in the hope that it would stop, and we drove to Pennington Marshes. 

Arriving, the deluge continued but we opened the van doors and could see large numbers of Pintail, Shovellors, 

Golden Plover, Black Tailed Godwits and a couple of Ruff. Then thankfully the rain stopped and the sun even 

appeared briefly so we walked out towards the lagoons.  A Merlin chased the wader flocks and a Peregrine sat on a 

fence post, whilst a Buzzard stirred up the birds as it flew over. Cettis Warblers called from the reeds and on the 

marshes Dunlin, Grey Plover, Oystercatchers and Ringed Plovers fed, with the famous chalk Needles as a 

backdrop. Then the sky darkened rapidly and we beat a hasty retreat to the van, although not rapidly enough to 

avoid the hail stones that began to fall. 

 

On the drive back to the hotel, we found a herd of Sika Deer (to add to the Fallow and Roe that we had already 

seen) but as we arrived at Pig Bush, the rain stopped. So we had one last excursion of the trip, which in the final 

hour proved very productive, with Woodlark, Ravens and a beautiful Great Grey Shrike, which sat on top a short 

tree providing excellent views. Also overhead the Ravens flew past with nest material, and then engaged in an aerial 

dispute with a Goshawk, which was a fantastic sight to behold.  

 

So a little damp, but very satisfied, we returned to the hotel to conclude this winter weekend in the New Forest. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds   (H = heard only) 

      February 

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   1 

2 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus   1 

3 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   1 

4 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   6 

5 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   3 

6 Great Bittern Botaurus stellaris 1   

7 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   20 

8 Canada Goose Branta canadensis 10   

9 Brent Goose (Pale-bellied) Branta bernicla   50 

10 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna   30 

11 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 1 10 

12 Gadwall Anas strepera 10 100 

13 Pintail Anas acuta   200 

14 Shoveler Anas clypeata   100 

15 Wigeon Anas penelope   300 

16 Teal Anas crecca 10 10 

17 Pochard Aythya ferina 30   

18 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 20   

19 Goosander  Mergus merganser 5   

20 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 1   

21 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 10 20 

22 Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 4 3 

23 Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 1   

24 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   1 

25 Merlin Falco columbarius   1 

26 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus   1 

27 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   1 

28 Coot Fulica atra   10 

29 Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus   50 

30 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula   30 

31 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola   5 

32 Golden Plover Pluvalis apricaria   300 

33 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 20 30 

34 Knot Calidris canutus   5 

35 Dunlin Calidris alpina   1 

36 Turnstone Arenaria interpres   40 

37 Redshank Tringa totanus   10 

38 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa   10 
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 

39 Curlew Numenius arquata 10 40 

40 Snipe Gallinago gallinago   1 

41 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus   30 

42 Herring Gull Larus argentatus   10 

43 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus   1 

44 Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 20 30 

45 Stock Dove Columba oenas 4 4 

46 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 2   

47 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 5   

48 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 4   

49 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor 1 H 

50 Skylark Alauda arvensis 30 10 

51 Woodlark Lullula arborea   1 

52 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis   2 

53 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba   1 

54 Dunnock Prunella modularis 1   

55 Robin Erithacus rubecula 1   

56 Stonechat Saxicola torquata   1 

57 Blackbird Turdus merula 1 1 

58 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 1 1 

59 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 1 5 

60 Redwing Turdus iliacus 40   

61 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 40   

62 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 1 1 

63 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 1   

64 Goldcrest Regulus regulus 5   

65 Marsh Tit Parus palustris   8 

66 Willow Tit Parus montanus   1 

67 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus   50 

68 Great Tit Parus major   60 

69 Coal Tit Parus ater   3 

70 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   4 

71 Nuthatch Sitta europaea 5 5 

72 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 1   

73 Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor   1 

74 Starling Sturnus vulgaris   Many 

75 Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus   12 

76 Jay Garrulus glandarius 1 1 

77 Magpie Pica pica 1 3 

78 Jackdaw Corvus monedula 1 3 

79 Raven Corvus corax 2 3 
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 

80 Carrion Crow Corvus corone  2 3 

81 Rook Corvus frugilegus 2 3 

82 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   Many 

83 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 30 30 

84 Brambling Fringella montifringilla  100   

85 Siskin Carduelis spinus 100+   

86 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 30 40 

87 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 2   

88 Redpoll Carduelis flammea 20   

89 Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 4   

90 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 1 3 

 


