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Tour participants: Jon Stokes (leader) with ten Naturetrek clients  

Day 1 Friday 26th February 

The trip started with the group gathering in the hotel for a discussion about the history and ecology of the New 

Forest before we settled down to dinner. After an excellent meal, we retired to our beds and looked forward to 

our birding tomorrow morning. 

Day 2 Saturday 27th February 

The dawn was clear, overcast and a bit chilly and, after breakfast, we set off for our first stop of the day - Denny 

Wood. Here, on a fence-post, Nuthatches, Willow Tits, Great Spotted Woodpeckers and other common Forest 

birds gathered to feed. Around us Stock Doves called and a Green Woodpecker 'yaffled' amongst the trees, 

whilst a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker flew past.  

 

We then travelled further into the woods and began to walk through an area of ancient Beech trees, as the sun 

shone briefly through the clouds. The warmth generated amongst the trees caused the Song Thrushes to sing, 

and more Stock Doves flew around the tops of the trees. Heading out on to the heath, Meadow Pipits were 

flying around and, overhead, a Buzzard passed by.  

 

Our next stop was another area of ancient Beech, where a few Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers hold territory, but 

the earlier warmth had faded and the wind has risen, and we couldn't locate any today. Next, we went to Acres 

Down and, upon arrival, were treated to astonishingly good views, at distances of a few feet, of a male Firecrest. 

This stunning species is so rarely seen at close range, that this was a treat for the whole group and allowed the 

photographers to catch some great pictures. Walking further around Acres Down in the hope of finding 

Goshawks, the cold February wind had picked up. This kept the Goshawks hidden, although a dozen Buzzards 

were in the air, whilst a stunning male Crossbill landed in a Scots Pine and gave great and extensive views.  

 

Lunch followed in a local pub and we then had another attempt at the Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers - but again, 

unfortunately, they remained hidden.  

 

So we then set off to the west of the Forest, to Blashford Gravel pits. Here, our first stop was the Woodland 

Hide and en route to it we saw the beautiful Scarlet Elf Cap fungi. The same species we had seen this morning 

were again in abundance, but other species were present too. Siskins and Redpolls mixed with Reed Buntings 

and two beautiful Bramblings, and both Willow Tits and Coal Tits were abundant. The next hide - Ivy hide - had 

great views of Pochard and Tufted Ducks, but the reason for checking it was the possibility of a Bittern. This 

hide has a great track record for Bittern during the winter months, and we had only been in it for a few minutes 

before one of the group spotted one walking through the reeds just below the hide. Even though the bird was on 

display for 10 minutes, it was as most Bitterns are, really quite difficult to spot. However eventually everyone got 

great views of this striking species.  

 

Our final hide of the visit was another hide where, during the afternoon, gulls gather from miles around and, 

amongst the Mediterranean Gulls, Common Gulls and Black Headed Gulls, we eventually found a smart adult 

Ring-billed Gull. This rare American visitor has been present on the gravel pits for the last few weeks and it was 
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great to locate it amongst the hundreds of gulls present. The supporting cast also included Yellow-legged Gulls, 

Egyptian Geese, Goosanders and some very confiding Little Grebes. Finally, we returned back to the hotel with 

one last stop to see if we could locate a Ferruginous Duck that winters in the area - but it didn't want to be seen.  

 

After dinner those with energy did their bird list, and then everybody retired to bed after a good days birding. 

Day 3 Sunday 28th February 

We had an early start this morning, with a look on the heath for a Great Grey Shrike. It was spotted briefly in a 

tree before it rapidly disappeared, resulting in only a few of the group getting to see it. So, after this mixed start, 

we went to the coast at Pennington Marshes. Here we were immediately confronted with the winter noise of the 

Hampshire coast. Overhead, Brent Geese honked and Great Black-backed and Herring Gulls called, as flocks of 

Golden Plover took off. On the lagoons, beautiful Pintails mixed with Cormorants and, amongst the Little 

Egrets and Black-tailed Godwits, there were a couple of Avocets. In a channel through the mudflats, two 

Spoonbills were resting and occasionally preening; Greenshanks flew past and, offshore, a Great Northern Diver 

was mixing with a Red-necked Grebe and two Great Crested Grebes. Finally, on the return leg, we were lucky to 

get cracking views of a Water Pipit and a stunning Ruff. And all before breakfast!  

 

A large late breakfast followed, and then a trip out onto the heath where we had excellent views of three 

displaying Goshawks which were over a nearby woodland. These were two males and a female, undertaking 

extensive aerial courtship over the nest site and, whilst we were watching them, a flock of five Hawfinch flew 

over, and mixed flocks of finches fed in the neighbouring Holly wood, including a stunning male Bullfinch.  

 

A trip to the shops in Lyndhurst secured lunch and we then took it to Denny Wood where we ate it with the 

Forest birds.  

 

Our final stop at Beaulieu heath was aimed at relocating the Great Grey Shrike and, as the afternoon drew to a 

close, we did wonder whether we would find it but, at the end of the path, we met some locals who pointed it 

out. In the closing light of the afternoon, this stunning bird's grey plumage shone out - and it gave astonishingly 

good views siting on the top of a number of small trees close to us. A super bird to close the trip, but even this 

wasn't to be our last good bird of the trip for, as we got back to within 50 metres of the minibus, we found three 

Woodlarks.  

 

What a way to end two days birding in the New Forest! 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      February 

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 

1 Little Egret Egretta garzetta     ✓ 

2 Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris   ✓   

3 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia     ✓ 

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea     ✓ 

5 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   ✓ ✓ 

6 Canada Goose Branta canadensis     ✓ 

7 Brant (Brent) Goose Branta bernicla     ✓ 

8 Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiacus   ✓   

9 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   ✓ ✓ 

10 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata     ✓ 

11 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna   ✓ ✓ 

12 Common Pochard Aythya ferina    ✓   

13 Gadwall Anas strepera    ✓   

14 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula   ✓   

15 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula   ✓ ✓ 

16 Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope    ✓ ✓ 

17 Northern Pintail Anas acuta     ✓ 

18 Great Northern Diver Gaver immer     ✓ 

19 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser   ✓   

20 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator     ✓ 

21 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   ✓ ✓ 

22 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena     ✓ 

23 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo     ✓ 

24 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis     ✓ 

25 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo   ✓ ✓ 

26 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus     ✓ 

27 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus     ✓ 

28 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra     ✓ 

29 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus     ✓ 

30 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus     ✓ 

31 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata   ✓ ✓ 

32 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus     ✓ 

33 Greenshank Tringa nebularia     ✓ 

34 Common Redshank Tringa totanus     ✓ 

35 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus     ✓ 

36 Dunlin Calidris alpina     ✓ 

37 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta      ✓ 

38 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa     ✓ 

39 Red Knot Calidris canutus     ✓ 

40 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola     ✓ 

41 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres     ✓ 

42 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     ✓ 

43 Ruff Philomachus pugnax      ✓ 

44 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago     ✓ 

45 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus     H 

46 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus   ✓ ✓ 
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 

47 Herring Gull Larus argentatus   ✓ ✓ 

48 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus   ✓ ✓ 

49 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus   ✓ ✓ 

50 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis   ✓   

51 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis   ✓   

52 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ 

53 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus   ✓ ✓ 

54 Feral Pigeon Columba livia feral   ✓ ✓ 

55 Stock Dove Columba oenas   ✓ ✓ 

56 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto   ✓ ✓ 

57 Tawny Owl Strix aluco   ✓   

58 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis   ✓   

59 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   ✓   

60 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor   ✓   

61 Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor     ✓ 

62 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis   ✓ ✓ 

63 Woodlark Lullula arborea      ✓ 

64 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   ✓ ✓ 

65 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis     ✓ 

66 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta      ✓ 

67 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba   ✓ ✓ 

68 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ ✓ 

69 Dunnock Prunella modularis   ✓ ✓ 

70 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ 

71 Common Blackbird Turdus merula   ✓ ✓ 

72 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   ✓ ✓ 

73 Redwing Turdus iliacus   ✓ ✓ 

74 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   ✓   

75 Goldcrest Regulus regulus   ✓ ✓ 

76 Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus   ✓   

77 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ 

78 Great Tit Parus major   ✓ ✓ 

79 Coal Tit Periparus ater   ✓ ✓ 

80 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris   ✓ ✓ 

81 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     ✓ 

82 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   ✓ ✓ 

83 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   ✓   

84 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris   ✓ ✓ 

85 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius   ✓   

86 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica   ✓ ✓ 

87 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula   ✓ ✓ 

88 Carrion Crow Corvus corone    ✓ ✓ 

89 Rook Corvus frugilegus   ✓ ✓ 

90 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ 

91 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ 

92 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus   ✓   

93 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris    ✓ ✓ 

94 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes     ✓ 

95 Brambling Fringilla montifringilla   ✓   

96 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula      ✓ 

97 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   ✓   
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 

98 Common Linnet Acanthis cannabina     ✓ 

99 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra   ✓   

100 Common Redpoll Acanthis flammea   ✓   

101 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus   ✓   

102 Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella     ✓ 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

