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Tour participants: Jon Stokes (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 23rd February 

The tour started with the group gathering in the hotel for a discussion about the history and ecology of the New 

Forest. Top of this year’s shopping list for tomorrow were again Hawfinch and Goshawk. Then, after an 

excellent meal, we retired to our beds and looked forward to our birding tomorrow morning, but wondering just 

how cold the forecast easterly winds would be!   

Day 2 Saturday 24th February 

Hawfinch was one of the desired species for this trip, so we set off to a housing estate on the edge of the Forest. 

The Forest’s Hawfinches have taken up residence here over the last few winters and it offers one of the best 

chances to see them. As we arrived there were other birders looking for these special birds. There were Wild 

Plum trees around the fields and this morning, amongst the Plums, were one or two birds. They were elusive, 

however glimpses were caught of at least one bird. Also there were four or five Bullfinches, including three males 

whose striking red breasts always brighten a morning. 

 

We then returned to the Forest, where we walked through Holly pollards before stopping at a spot overlooking a 

vista of trees and heathland. The Goshawk took a while to find, but eventually a large bird rose in a thermal 

above a dead tree. It was joined in the air by Buzzards and Stock Doves, and eventually two other Goshawks 

were also recorded high in the sky. As we left the site, we recorded Daldinia fissa, a rarely recorded fungus on 

burnt gorse, with only 222 records in the British Fungal Record Database.  

 

Lunch was taken in a pub and then we had a walk through some ancient and ornamental Beech trees looking for 

Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers, but with no luck. However we did locate a fine specimen of a rare fungus – the 

Beeswax Bracket (Ganoderma pfeifferi).  

 

Then we went to the coast where the wind had picked up and become a very strong and cold easterly. Here, on 

the marshes, were thousands of birds with Brent Geese, Shelduck and Widgeon. Tucked amongst them were the 

waders, with Black-tailed Godwits and Redshank. A Marsh Harrier also cruised around over the reedbeds – truly 

a stunning sight.  

 

From the sea wall there were Great Crested and Little Grebes on the lagoon and Rock Pipits feeding along the 

sea edge. Hiding from the wind were Dunlin and Grey Plover on the marshes. As the sun set, it made for a great 

photograph, despite the bitter cold. Then it was home for another good dinner and an enjoyable chat. Overall, a 

great winter’s day! 

Day 3 Sunday 25th February 

After the cold winds of last night, we set off for the coast after breakfast to try to find birds without the freezing 

easterly. However, the wind was still cold, but now from the south-east. We looked for and found a Purple 

Sandpiper, which was a tick for most of the group. Then, further along the sea wall, we found a Rock Pipit and a 
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Water Pipit in close proximity, which allowed for a useful comparison. Next we encountered a stunning 

Kingfisher sitting on a fence which allowed stunning views as it fished in a small waterway. 

  

Out to sea Mediterranean Gulls flew past. Waders were in abundance with Knot, Grey and Golden Plovers, and 

mixtures of Dunlin, Redshank and Ringed Plover. On one of the large lagoons we also located four Spotted 

Redshanks. These stunning waders made their way along the lagoon shore, sometimes swimming, sometimes 

wading, but making a great sight on this cold morning. Then overhead a Peregrine swept imperiously over our 

heads at very close range – the ultimate predator as it shot out to the marshes looking for a wader to feed upon.  

 

Having collected some sandwiches, we ate by a New Forest river whilst looking for woodpeckers. We heard a 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker calling and drumming amongst the Alder trees, but couldn’t locate it.  

 

Then we went to the heath to look for Dartford Warblers but tragically the wind kept them out of sight, so we 

retreated to Fritham pond for the end of the afternoon, where Mandarin Ducks swam on the lake and Nuthatch, 

Marsh Tit and a range of other common woodland birds fed on the remaining seed. On an area of open 

grassland behind the woods we finished off the afternoon with a mixed flock of Redwings and Fieldfares which 

were feeding in the open, providing good views of these appropriately wintery visitors.  

 

This ended the weekend and despite the bitter easterly winds we had some great birds, a new hobby for some 

(fungi), and good company and food. What more can you ask from a winter weekend?  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      February 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 

1 Little Egret Egretta garzetta     

2 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea     

3 Mute Swan Cygnus olor     

4 Canada Goose Branta canadensis      

5 Brent Geese Branta bernicla      

6 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos     

7 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata      

8 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna     

9 Common Pochard Aythya ferina    
 

 

10 Gadwall Anas strepera      

11 Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata      

12 Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope      

13 Northern Pintail Anas acuta      

14 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser   
 

 

15 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator      

16 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis     

17 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus      

18 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo      

19 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis      

20 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo     

21 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus     

22 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus    

23 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus     

24 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus      

25 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra     

26 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus     

27 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus     

28 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata      

29 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus     

30 Common Redshank Tringa totanus      

31 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus   
 

  

32 Dunlin Calidris alpina      

33 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa      

34 Red Knot Calidris canutus      

35 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola     

36 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres      

37 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula      

38 Ruff Philomachus pugnax    
 

  

39 Purple Sandpiper  Calidris maritima     

40 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago      

41 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus     

42 European Herring Gull Larus argentatus     

43 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus      

44 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus     

45 Greater Black Backed Gull Larus marinus     

46 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus     

47 Feral Pigeon Columba livia feral     
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 

48 Stock Dove Columba oenas     

49 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto     

50 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis      

51 European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis      

52 Lesser  Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor   
 

H  

53 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis     

54 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   
 

  

55 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta      

56 Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus      

57 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarellii     

58 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   
 

 

59 Dunnock Prunella modularis   
 

 

60 European Robin Erithacus rubecula    
 

61 Common Blackbird Turdus merula     

62 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   
 

 

63 Redwing Turdus iliacus     

64 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris    

65 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus     

66 Great Tit Parus major     

67 Coal Tit Periparus ater     

68 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris     

69 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris    
 

70 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris     

71 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica     

72 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula     

73 Carrion Crow Corvus corone      

74 Rook Corvus frugilegus     

75 House Sparrow Passer domesticus     

76 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs     

77 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus      

78 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula      

79 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris      

80 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes      

81 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus      

 


