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Tour leaders:   Dave Pierce 

    David McAllister 

 
Participants:   Robert Badcock  

Janet Nightingale  

David Malins  

Terence Robson 

Irene Robson 

John Belcher   

Diann Belcher     

John Skeavington  

Michele Mooney  

Ronald Cooper  

Jennifer Cooper 

Ronald Todd   

Julia Todd 

Linda Graham  

Day 1 Monday 28th June 

The minibuses arrived at the Caledonian MacBrayne terminal just after midday so that Dave and David could 

meet the tour clients and get the luggage packed into the minibuses.  We sailed out of Oban a clear sunny day 

with a flat calm sea.  The 45 minutes crossing to Craignure gave an opportunity to look for seabirds, sort out 

differences between Herring Gulls and Lesser Black-backed Gulls, and take photographs of the imposing Duart 

Castle, ancestral home of the Chief of Clan Maclean. 

 

The beautifully situated Isle of Mull Hotel was only a few minutes drive from the Craignure ferry terminal.  We 

had an hour to settle in before our first trip out for a quick look around the south shore of Loch Don, the only 

large estuary on Mull.  As we climbed over the hills at the top end of the estuary we saw our first raptor of the 

trip, a Hen Harrier. Winding down towards Grass Point at Auchnacraig we were delighted to find a large herd of 

highland cattle sharing field with half a dozen Red Deer, young stags in velvet. A Buzzard showed up and, as we 

turned the telescopes on it, we were serenaded by the slightly raucous song of a Whitethroat. At Grass Point 

Dave’s “eagle eyes’ picked out one of the specialities of Mull, our first, rather distant, sea eagle perched on a bush 

on the north side of the estuary.  

 

We returned in time to freshen up before dinner at 7:45 p.m. when the full party gathered for the first time, three 

of the group having come over to Mull on a later ferry. At 10:00 p.m. David took a few of the group for a walk 

around the hotel grounds with his bat detector but, despite the fact that there was lots of bat food in the form of 

midges, no bats were seen or heard. 
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Day 2 Tuesday 29th June 

Our second day started with what was to become routine, the optional pre-breakfast outing at 6:15 am.  For this 

we returned to Loch Don, but this time to the north shore.  We stopped the minibuses at Ardchoirk and spent 

some time watching what came past.  Throughout our time there a Grasshopper Warbler sang its reeling song, 

and Robert spotted it in a rather straggly bush by a ditch.  A Whinchat family also entertained us and Chimney 

Sweeper moths flew back and forth in the grassy verge, Mull being one of their strongholds in the west of 

Scotland.  Just before we left several of the group noticed a set of antlers on the edge of the reed bed and a fine 

“Royal” Red Deer stag with antlers fully grown but still in velvet walked out to graze.   

 

After breakfast the whole group set off to explore the central region of the island.  Driving north we had a stop 

at the edge of Salen Bay to admire the Common Seals on the skerries and the herons and Eider ducks in the 

sheltered bays.  Then we cut across the narrow neck of land to the inner end of Loch na Keal.  On the north 

shore at Kellan there was a gathering of cars and people with telescopes as this was one of the Sea Eagle sites.  

Scanning round we found the off duty bird perched in a tall fir tree, giving us good opportunities to see the head 

and back colours and the massive pale beak of these birds. 

 

We then back-tracked to the south shore of the loch and made our way along road behind the rocky shore, 

stopping to look at shorebirds and geese to Gribun.  Here we ate our picnic lunch on the boulder scree below 

the massive cliffs of the basalt “traps”. Then there was some time to botanise, watch the Common Blue 

butterflies on the grass and the seabirds offshore.  We had a wonderful aerial display by four Ravens which 

played in the air currents along the cliff face. We also had good, but brief, views of a Peregrine. From there we 

climbed over the saddle to Kilfinichen Bay on Loch Scridain, with spectacular views of the Staffa and the 

Treshnish Isles on the initial climb into the hills. Above the bay we stopped at the mobile hide placed on a crag 

above the road to overlook another sea eagle nest. While we were watching the nest Janet pointed out a reddish 

insect flying around. David identified it as a Transparent Burnet, a very rare day-flying moth which is only found 

on Mull and the surrounding islands and near Oban on the mainland. On the return along the north shore of the 

loch we stopped to look at Greylag Geese and Dave spotted an Otter. We all had a good view before the animal 

swam off along the coast and a search further along failed to find it again.   

 

We headed back to the east coast through Glen More, stopping to view a Golden Eagle nest.  It was probably 

still occupied but as it was on a wide ledge the chick could not be seen. We stopped in Glen Lussa to look for 

Hen Harriers and Short-eared Owls which had been seen here recently but they were not showing themselves.  

So we headed back to the hotel for dinner at 7:45 p.m. 

Day 3 Wednesday 30th June 

A smaller group than yesterday headed out at 6:15 a.m. so we only took one bus.  We stopped near the Craignure 

Pier and at once Dave spotted an Otter swimming south across the bay.  We drove round to the campsite where 

we had seen it go ashore. We found the Otter almost at once and watched it lying on the rocks eating. While 

there, a second animal appeared in the water beside it. A few minutes later the two swam off around Rubha na 

Sròine. We followed cautiously so as not to disturb them. On two occasions one otter came ashore to eat and 

eventually they were seen swimming off towards Duart Castle in the morning light. 
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After breakfast we all set off for Ulva Ferry pier, travelling via Salen and the north shore of Loch na Keal.  We 

again saw an otter along the shore near Killiemore.  We arrived at the pier with some time to spare as we wanted 

to be first in the queue for the boat trip. The toilet on the pier had a large notice “OUT OF ORDER – NO 

WATER”, this must be a rare event on Mull!  

 

We boarded the “Hoy Lass” at 11:30 a.m. and set off along the south coast of Ulva and out past Little Colonsay 

to Staffa.  We first sailed to the west end of the island and, to the strains of Mendelssohn’s Hebrides Overture, 

better known as Fingal’s Cave, the skipper edged the bows of the boat into the wonderful cave composed of 

basalt columns.  We returned to the pier on the south shore of Staffa, meeting a Basking Shark on the way.  

Most of the party went ashore and picked their way along the columns to enter Fingal’s Cave on foot.  We then 

climbed onto the top of the island and ate our lunches on the grassy slopes with seabirds calling around us. 

 

After lunch we got back on board and sailed north to the Treshnish Islands, with good view of Fulmars and 

Manx Shearwaters. We went ashore on Lunga, the largest of the islands, using an ingenious floating pontoon.  

There was a difficult clamber up over the boulder beach onto the island itself.  Climbing up through a gap in the 

cliff we were greeted by some of the most trusting Puffins in Scotland. Many of the party took some time 

crawling about and taking pictures of the comical little seabirds.  

 

Then we walked on towards Dùn Cruit, more commonly called Harp Rock. The path was lined with Puffins, 

Razorbills, Shags and Fulmars. When we approached Harp Rock we were met by the sight (and smell!) of 

thousands of Guillemots, Kittiwakes and Razorbills nesting on its ledges. All too soon we had to make our way 

back to the boat, and return through the northern Treshnish Isles where we had excellent views of Grey Seals. 

Later, as we retuned along the north shore of Ulva, we were able to see a colony of Common Seals as well. 

 

Returning along the Loch na Keal as we climbed over Creag Sginneir Dave noticed an eagle soaring along the 

ridge – a Golden Eagle, much to the delight of John.  We watched the Golden Eagle for some time and were 

able to compare it with a pair of Buzzards which soared out briefly. 

Day 4 Thursday 1st July 

After breakfast we headed north along the shore of Sound of Mull to a rainy Tobermory where we had a couple 

of hours to explore the brightly painted shops and cafés. After lunch we set off via the Mishnish Lochs to 

Dervaig.  Along the road we saw Kestrel, Peregrine and Buzzard along the ridges and Dabchick (Little Grebe) on 

the lochs. By the time we got to Dervaig the rain had stopped and we spent some time on the bays overlooking 

the waders, ducks and gulls on the saltings and mudflats.   

 

We moved through the western woodland to Calgary Bay, one of the few sandy bays on Mull.  We relaxed in the 

sun, watching the Sand Martins flying in and out of their nest holes in the shell sand banks.  We spent some time 

sea-watching and admiring the plants of the machair.  All too soon we had to set off along the long and winding 

road back.  Shortly before we came to Burg Dave picked out another Golden Eagle which gave us an excellent 

display of its flight between various perching sites on the moor. 

 

 



The Magic of Mull  Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek     August 10 
 

Day 5 Friday 2nd July 

The pre-breakfast trip went north for the first time, stopping for some time at Scallastle Bay where we had good 

views of Arctic Terns and Common Seals on the skerries and a Sea Eagle on guard near its nest.  All the time we 

were there we were serenaded by a Whitethroat.   

 

After breakfast we returned to the Loch na Keal Sea Eagle site in the hopes of seeing the bird feeding behind a 

local boat but unfortunately the sea was too rough. However one of the Sea Eagles did appear and flew over us 

to the far shore, letting us see exactly why it is sometime referred to as a flying barn door!  While we were waiting 

for the eagle to appear a very obliging An Otter appeared and started fishing among the rocks and small skerries 

beside us.  Again we were able to compare it with a Common Seal swimming a little further up the shore. 

 

We drove off along the south shore of the loch and up over the Ardmeanach Peninsula to Loch Scridain.  We 

stopped on the shore to look at a group of Greylag Geese and realised there was an Otter on the seaweed. For 

the next half hour we watched this magnificent animal swimming and feeding along the weedy shore.  Eventually 

it swam off along the shore and we could not find it again.  

 

We moved on to Pennyghael on the Ross of Mull for our picnic lunch in fine sunny weather.  We moved on to 

the south of the island stopping for a male Hen Harrier at Glen Lussa.  The narrow winding road to the south 

took us along the banks of Loch Spelve and the rhododendron lined Loch Uisg to the stony beach at the end of 

Loch Buie.  In rather rainy conditions we looked for, and found Red-throated Divers.  Rather to our surprise a 

Basking Shark was feeding along the shores of Eilean Mòr all the time we were there.  We returned north taking 

a diversion along the south shore of Loch Spelvie to Groggan.   

 

Returning to the main road we again stopped in upper Glen Lussa to look for Hen Harrier and Short-eared Owl.  

This time both species co-operated and we had excellent views of a female Hen Harrier to compare with the 

male we had seen earlier. Shortly after this a Short-eared Owl appeared flew around the marsh and then settled 

on a fence post where we could view it easily with the telescopes. As we set off back to the hotel another Short-

eared Owl flew past us. 

 

At 10:30 p.m. David, accompanied by Robert, took the bat detector for another investigation around the hotel.  

This time they had two contacts with a Common Pipistrelle, hopefully eating some of the many midges which 

were enjoying the still, damp conditions. 

Day 6 Saturday 3rd July 

The early morning group returned to Loch Don south shore and Green Point in rather rainy conditions.  We 

found no new birds but did have fine views of a Red Deer hind suckling her calf and a Mountain Hare.  The 

Mountain Hares on Mull are descended from Irish Hares, a distinct sub-species, which may have been 

introduced by early monks.  

 

After breakfast we set off to Tobermory again for our second boat trip, this time with Sea Life Surveys to look 

for cetaceans. We headed our along the northern end of the Sound of Mull where we saw many seabirds 

including Manx Shearwaters and Bonxie (Great Skuas).    
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When we rounded Ardmore Point we began to feel the effect of the strong south-easterly wind. Sea conditions 

were quite choppy and this increased as we moved along towards Caliach Point.  The skipper took the boat into 

Port na Calliach where we could watch the sea and rocky shore birds. We then headed out around Caliach Point 

where we came across large groups of Manx Shearwaters and Kittiwakes in the sea. As we turned back along the 

north shore of Mull we came across a large Basking Shark.  After watching it for some time, we headed into the 

shelter of Loch Mingary where we anchored in the calm, sheltered waters for lunch. On Cuan Mòr at the 

entrance to the loch there was a group of Grey Seals hauled out.   

 

After lunch we continued east along the coast and encountered three more Basking Sharks before rounding 

Ardmore Point back into the northern Sound of Mull. In Bloody Bay we came across a group of three Harbour 

Porpoises who happily played around the boat for some time. Before returning to Tobermory the skipper took 

us into Loch Sunart where we saw a large group of Common Seals on the small island of Sligneach Mòr. There 

were a number of females feeding pups on the rocks. After returning to Tobermory we again took the Mishnish 

road to Dervaig but this time turned south down Glen Bellart and Glen Aros back to the main road at Aros 

Bridgend so back to the hotel. 

Day 7 Sunday 4th July 

There was no pre-breakfast trip as Dave, John and Diann had to leave early to catch the Fishnish and Corran 

ferries to get back to Inverness for a flight south. The rest of the group left the hotel at 10:00 a.m. - some in 

David’s bus and some in the hotel courtesy bus.  As we sat in the queue for the ferry a solitary male House 

Sparrow below the eves of the Post Office chirruped a farewell from Mull.  On the ferry it was raining heavily 

and in these conditions we did hope for a Storm Petrel following the boat but with no luck. And so to Oban and 

separating for our journeys home… 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. Setting up a personal profile 

at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a 

visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds 

      June/July 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 2 3 

1 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata           

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis           

3 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis         

4 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus           

5 Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus     c      

6 Gannet Morus bassanus       

7 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo            

8 Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis       

9 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea       

10 Mute Swan Cygnus olor        

11 Greylag Goose Anser anser        

12 Canada Goose Branta canadensis          

13 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna           

14 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos       

15 Common Eider Somateria mollissima        

16 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus albellus         

17 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus        m f   

18 Buzzard Buteo buteo       

19 White-tailed Eagle Halaeetus albicilla       2  

20 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos      2     

21 Kestrel Falco tinnunculus           

22 Peregrine Falco peregrinus           

23 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus         

24 Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus       

25 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula           

26 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus            

27 Greenshank Tringa nebularia            

28 Redshank Tringa totanus            

29 Common Sandpiper Actis hypoleucos        

30 Snipe Gallinago gallinago           

31 Curlew Numenius arquata        

32 Great Skua Stercorarius skua           

33 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus            

34 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus           

35 Common Gull Larus canus       

36 Herring Gull Larus argentatus       

37 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus       

38 Greater Black-backed Gull Larus marinus       

39 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla           

40 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea          

41 Razorbill Alca torda          

42 Guillemot Uria aalge          

43 Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle         

44 Puffin Fratercula arctica           

45 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus        

46 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia   R R       

47 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto       
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      June/July 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 2 3 

48 Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus         2 1 

49 Skylark Alauda arvensis        

50 Sand Martin Riparia riparia          

51 Swallow Hirundo rustica       

52 House Martin Delichon urbica          

53 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis       

54 Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus          

55 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis            

56 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba       

57 Dipper Cinclus cinclus            

58 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes        

59 Robin Erithicus rubecula         

60 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra          

61 Stonechat Saxicola torquata            

62 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe        

63 Blackbird Turdus merula       

64 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos         

65 Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia            

66 Whitethroat Sylvia communis           

67 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla            

68 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus       

69 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus        

70 Great Tit Parus major          

71 Coal Tit Periparus ater           

72 Long-tailed Tit Aegethalos caudatus            

73 Starling Sturnus vulgaris       

74 Raven Corvus corax        

75 Hooded Crow Corvus corone        

76 House Sparrow Passer domesticus       

77 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs       

78 Siskin Carduelis spinus       

79 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris        

80 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis          

81 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula           

82 Redpoll Carduelis flammea        

83 Linnet Acanthis cannabina          

84 Twite Acanthis flavirostris         

85 Crossbill Loxia curvirostra            

86 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella            

Mammals               

1 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus         

2 Mountain Hare (Irish form) Lepus timidus            

3 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus         † 

4 Mole Talpa europaeus           

5 Common Pipistrelle (45kH) Pipistrellus pipistrellus            

6 Otter Lutra lutra       3   

7 Common Seal Phoca vitulina        

8 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus         

9 Red Deer Cervus elaphus       

10 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena           3 
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      June/July 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 2 3 

Fish               

1 Basking Shark Cetorhinus maximus         4 

Butterflies               

1 Large White Pieris brassicae            

2 Green-veined White Pieris napi         

3 Common Blue Polyomnmatus icarus          

4 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja         

5 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina         

6 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus            

Moths               

1 Six-Spot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae            

2 Transparent Burnet Zygaena purpuralis           

3 Chimney Sweeper Odezia atrata            

4 Buff Ermine Spilosoma luteum            

5 Dark moth (David's bus) To be identified            

Dragonflies               

1 Dragonfly spp.              

2 Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea            

3 Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii            

Other insects               

1 Large fly (David's Bus) To be identified            

2 Daddy-long Legs (Dave's bus) To be identified            

Crustaceans               

121 Sea Slaters Ligia oceanica            

Jellies               

1 Blue Lion's Mane Jellyfish Cyanea lamarckii            

2 Moon Jellyfish Aurelia aurita            

 


