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Tour Participants: Mike Youdale and Robert Murray  (leaders) together with Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1  Monday 15th June 

We departed Glasgow Central station slightly later than planned at 12.30, picking up at Glasgow Airport en route 

to Oban where we met with the rest of the group and boarded the CalMac ferry to Craignure. Once boarded, the 

group finally had the chance to meet and get to know each other on the top deck of the boat, whilst watching the 

birds during our 45 minute crossing. Before we left the harbour, we were watching our first Black Guillemot of 

the tour, tysties to the Scots in the group. Leaving the harbour, we started to see more Herring Gull, Common 

Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull and Black-headed Gull. Further into the sound, seabirds were more abundant, 

with Kittiwake, Gannet, Guillemot, Cormorant, Shag, Common Tern and Razorbills. Whilst enjoying the birds 

around the boat a cetacean breached, but all too quickly for us to get a positive ID on it although it was probably 

a Harbour Porpoise.  

 

The boat journey was soon over and we were coming into port at Craignure. We went back to the minibuses to 

leave the ferry and make the short drive to the Glen Forsa Hotel which would be our base for the week. Soon 

after disembarking, we recorded our first Hooded Crow, recording only Carrion Crow before we arrived on 

Mull. As we slowly drove the coastal road to Salen, we discussed the Otter population and how, given the right 

tidal conditions, they can be seen on the shores. As we rounded the corner which opened into Fishnish Bay we 

all agreed that areas like this would be ideal for the Otters. Suddenly to everyone’s amazement, an Otter popped 

up from below the surface and swam slowly across the bay. As we were on the main road with all the ferry traffic 

we were unable to stay for too long, but it was a wonderful sighting so soon after we arrived on the island.  

 

We reached our hotel, checked in and once everyone was ready, we took our first exploration of the island. We 

drove to Loch na Keal where we stopped next to the large sea loch immediately seeing Common Sandpiper, 

Oystercatcher, Rock Pipit and a Grey Heron on the shore’s edge. We started scanning the loch where Shelduck 

and Red-breasted Merganser were present, and our attention was quickly draw away from the loch as three Twite 

flew over calling before disappearing out of view. We turned our attention back towards the loch, but this time 

towards pine trees on the other side of the loch. It didn’t take us long to find our target. Sitting high in the tops 

of the pines was our first White-tailed Eagle, with another adult in the adjacent pine tree. The pair showed nicely 

through the telescopes before we gave in to the rumbles of our bellies and made our way back to the hotel to 

enjoy dinner.  

Day 2 Tuesday 16th June 

After breakfast we took a slow drive along the northern shore of Loch na Keal en route to Ulva Ferry. Our first 

stop was at Corran View where we walked down to the shore to look across the exposed rocks, made visible due 

to the low tide. Shelduck and Hooded Crow were in good numbers with a pair of Red-breasted Mergansers 

sitting on the still water. Oystercatchers and Common Sandpiper were the most numerous waders with the aptly 

named Common Gull also in good numbers. A small wader flew past us and landed close by on the shingle, and 

raising our binoculars we saw a Ringed Plover which ran along the shingle beach to its mate sitting on a nest. In 

the trees around us, Blackcap and Willow Warbler were in full voice, and a Common Whitethroat moved 

through the dense vegetation with the supporting cast of the more numerous House Sparrow, Chaffinch and 

Greenfinch.  
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We boarded the minibus and moved on, stopping further along the northern shore of the Loch where we turned 

our attention to getting closer views of the White-tailed Eagle pair that we had seen the evening before. Soon 

after arriving the pair was located and we trained the telescopes on them again managing excellent views of 

Britain’s largest bird of prey. We also managed good views of a pair of Sedge Warbler which were busy bringing 

in food to a nearby nest, occasionally perching up on the vegetation before dropping down to their nest.  

 

Once everyone was happy with the views, we made our way to Ulva Ferry where we boarded the “Hoy Lass” 

which would take us on a tour of Staffa and the Treshnish Isles. Gannets, Shag, Guillemot, Black Guillemot and 

Fulmar were soon seen from the boat as we slowly made our way to the fascinating island of Staffa. As we 

approached the island the captain took us round to the famous Fingal’s Cave and the Staffa Columns so we 

could see them from the sea and take some photos, of course all accompanied through the loud speaker on the 

boat by the sound of Felix Mendelssohn’s, ‘The Hebrides Overture’. When we landed on Staffa, we split into 

two groups, with some exploring Fingal’s Cave on foot, whilst others headed on up to the grassy top of the 

island. Close to the landing stage, Shag and Black Guillemots were nesting and we sat and watched as the birds 

came and went from their nest holes. Fulmars were also seen nesting in good numbers on the western edge of 

the island, where again we could stand and watch these beautiful seabirds flying around us, whilst hearing the 

calling of the birds on the nests. We started to enjoy our packed lunch when a large bird flew past being mobbed 

by gulls. We quickly raised our binoculars to see the bulky shape of a Great Skua, or Bonxie, as it came to land 

on the grass. Once landed, the mobbing birds moved away, and we put up our telescopes to see this fantastic 

skua more closely. We explored further around the island with Meadow Pipit being a common bird, and two 

Common Snipe were flushed out of some long grass, whilst the group were looking at some of the Orchids 

growing on the island. Our hour on Staffa was up and, as we started to head back to the boat, an enormous 

number of auks took flight at the very northern end of the island. With our binoculars, we could easily see that 

there were hundreds of Puffins flying in and out of the cliff edges where they were nesting.  

 

After safely boarding the boat, we then sailed for the Treshnish Isles, in particular the island of Lunga. On our 

way, Puffins were constantly flying around the boat, with Guillemot and Razorbill also showing well. Kittiwake 

and Gannets were also a frequent sighting and, whilst watching these birds, we saw our first Manx Shearwater 

which flew just above the water, flying in and out of the waves as it passed by. As we went further out to sea, 

more of these magical birds were seen, with some flying really close to the boat as we approached the isle of 

Lunga, the largest island of the Treshnish Isles. The waters were alive with birds, auks of all species flying past 

the boat and also sitting on the water, watching us pass by. Common Tern and two Arctic Terns were also seen 

just as the boat landed on Lunga. Our first task was to safely negotiate the tricky boulder beach, followed by a 

short steep climb up to the top of the island. For those who managed the climb, they were rewarded as they 

stepped into Puffin paradise. Lunga is home to a fantastic population of seabirds. Since people stopped living on 

the island in 1824, birds have moved in and have taken over the entire island. With so many Puffins around our 

feet, it was almost impossible to not trip over them as they casually walked across in front of us. No wonder, 

with over 2,618 pairs recorded in 2014, these beautiful birds call the island their home.   

 

It was very hard, but eventually most of the group managed to tear themselves away from the Puffins and make 

their way around the island to the impressive Harp Rock, where we were greeted with a magnificent spectacle. 

The stack of rock has broken away from Lunga and stands alone surrounded by sea. Every inch of this rock was 

covered in seabirds, most numerously Guillemots and Kittiwake which took up every space on the ledges and 

top of this sea stack. The group started scanning through the Guillemots and found ‘Bridled’ Guillemot, showing 
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their white eye ring and thin white line extended out the back of the eye. Sadly time was going much too fast, and 

we needed to start making our way back to the boat. We retraced our steps, enjoying good numbers of Wheatear, 

Wren and Ravens which were breeding on the Island, also the nesting and very vocal Shag, Fulmar and Razorbill. 

We arrived back at the Puffins, and the group made the most of these birds before we really had to leave. 

Suddenly, a call drifted on the wind towards us. Those who heard it looked at each other in the hope of hearing 

it again to confirm. We seemed to wait an eternity but then it called again ‘crex crex, crex crex’: a Corncrake!! We 

could see the boat sailing towards the island ready to pick us up, so those nearby rushed up to where the 

Corncrake was calling. As we approached the calling stopped, we stood still and waited, then again the call came 

out, a male singing loudly around our feet in the bracken. The vegetation was just too long and we sadly could 

not get a glimpse of the bird, although it must have been standing no more than a metre away from us. With the 

boat starting to load, we made our way back, leaving behind not only the Corncrake singing but this breathtaking 

seabird city.  

 

Once onboard, we sailed through the Northern Treshnish Isles, where Grey Seals casually lay out on the rocks, 

and we enjoyed great views before turning and headed back towards the mainland. Kittiwake and Gannet were 

again common on the sea as we left but, all of a sudden, a large dark bulky bird flew in from nowhere, with the 

large white wing flashes showing really well in the light conditions making it easy to ID as our second Great Skua 

of the day. The bonxie landed on the water, and those sitting above deck had good views of the bird as we made 

our way east. It wasn’t long before we were treated to yet another seabird spectacle when we saw a large mixed 

flock of Kittiwake and Gannet diving into the water. Whilst enjoying these birds, 25 Manx Shearwater flew by, 

their flap-gliding flying style low over the water. We were getting closer the mainland and the captain slowed the 

boat down as we approached some pines trees. It was quickly clear as to why we had slowed. Sitting on top of 

one of these tall pines was an adult White-tailed Eagle. The captain informed us that there was a nest close by 

and eventually, after some searching we found the nest where the other adult eagle was sitting.  

 

Arriving back to Ulva Ferry, we got off the boat and headed for the minibuses.  We drove back along the 

northern shore of Loch na Keal, keeping an eye on the loch, although there was nothing different to be seen 

from earlier in the morning. We decided to take a detour on the way back to the hotel and drove to a little stone 

bridge at Knock, where we parked the buses in a nearby lay-by and walked to the top of the bridge. Our target 

here was a pair of Dipper, which often breed near the bridge. As the weather had been rather wet since we 

arrived on the Island, the streams were higher than usual but there were a few rocks still exposed just above the 

fast running stream. It didn’t take long before we heard the call of a Dipper, then one flew up the river, under 

the bridge where we were standing, and off around the corner. This was followed by another bird which 

followed exactly the same path. Eventually the pair flew back towards us and perched on a rock enabling us all to 

have really good views of the pair before they flew back downstream and again out of view. Staying a little longer 

to see if they would return, our attention was caught as a bird flew down from a tree, onto the rocks, then back 

up onto an overhanging branch. Focusing our binoculars on the bird, we saw it was a Spotted Flycatcher. We 

watched this individual for a while and enjoyed it flying down to the waters edge to pick up insects, before 

returning to its perch. Our attention was then taken away by an enormous bird of prey breaking the skyline. 

Drifting closer and eventually right over our heads, an adult White-tailed Eagle showed really well, with the 

diagnostic white tail shining out in the evening sunshine. Then out of nowhere, from behind a tall stands of pine 

trees, another White-tailed Eagle flew out and over us, again with the white tail very obvious in the light. Both 

birds effortlessly gained height on a thermal and rose higher and higher into the sky before slowly drifting off out 
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of view. A fantastic end to what had been a simply amazing day as we slowly drove back to the hotel with smiles 

on our faces.  

Day 3 Wednesday 17th June 

This morning we took a pre-breakfast walk around the hotel grounds and to the airstrip which is built on the 

hotel’s land. Sadly, the weather didn’t break as we had hoped and steady rain meant we only managed a 45 

minute walk before retreating back to the hotel where we set up our telescopes looking out across the Sound of 

Mull. Once the mist started to lift Gannets, Common Tern and Common Gull were seen before we headed off 

for breakfast.  

 

We left the hotel shortly after 9am to explore the south-eastern end of the island for the day, and our first stop 

was on the south shore of Loch na Keal, where we had stopped on the first evening. Here we knew of a Golden 

Eagle nest which we wanted to locate, and hopefully see the adults but sadly, once again, the weather wasn’t 

playing ball, and the area which we needed to be able to look at had a thick layer of mist hanging over it and 

visibility was very poor. As we were watching Meadow Pipit and Rock Pipits feeding around us, a Hen Harrier 

appeared and slowly glided along right in front of the buses giving everyone fantastic views of this female, as it 

slowly flew by, working the hills in search of some breakfast for herself. When the Hen Harrier had flown out of 

view, we looked up towards the eagles’ nest again: it was still shrouded in mist so we decided to continue along 

the southern shoreline of Loch na Keal. Along the edge of the loch, Common Sandpiper and Wheatear were a 

very common sight, with good numbers of Meadow Pipit. A couple of female Goosanders were a new addition 

to the trip list along with a small crèche of Shelduck. We carried on up the shore road with Oystercatcher, 

Curlew and Common Gull in good numbers all the way along the length of the Loch.  

 

We followed the road as it started to climb up into the moors by Clachandhu and on to Deuchainn. After 

stopping to allow a herd of cows up the road, and adding Great Spotted Woodpecker, Eurasian Jay and Hooded 

Crow to our bird list for the day, we continued along the road and through a plantation until we came to a 

clearing where we stopped the vans. We started scanning the surrounding trees for birds and it didn’t take long 

to locate what we were looking for, an adult White-tailed Eagle. The bird was sat on a high pine looking down 

into the nest below where the chicks waited for lunch. Then, out of nowhere, another adult eagle cleared the tree 

tops bringing in some bedding for the nest. After dropping down into the nest, both birds took flight together 

and showed really well as they soared up on a thermal where they were joined by a Common Buzzard. It was 

great to see the two species together and we could really get a clear comparison of the shape and size difference.  

 

It was getting near lunchtime, so we decided to drive on through the magnificent Glen More, stopping to admire 

another female Hen Harrier, and views of the remains of the glaciated lochs which were formed 10,000 years ago 

as the glaciers melted away, eroding the valley and helping to form how Glen More looks today. Again, Wheatear 

and Meadow Pipit were the most common birds as we continue our drive to Craignure for lunch in a local tea 

shop.   

 

Suitably nourished, we drove towards Grass Point on the east of the Island where we stopped in a small parking 

bay where White-tailed Eagles were regularly seen. Sadly however, we didn’t manage to see them, so the group 

walked down the road to the point and looked out over the sea to try and locate an otter. We enjoyed the rich 

flora which grew around this area and spoke about the different species of seaweed, and how they all manage to 
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fit in different niches. We then turned our attention to the sea, where good numbers of seabirds were present. It 

seemed the Gannets had found plenty of food as a large flock was constantly diving into the water. Guillemot, 

Black Guillemot, Razorbill and Shag were also in good numbers and feeding in the sea. As the weather starting 

to turn, we decided to walk back to the buses, and as we approached them we heard the distant call of a Cuckoo 

although too distant to be able to locate the individual in question. We were rewarded with fantastic views of 

Stonechat just off the path, which posed for everyone to take photos and have a good look with their binoculars. 

With everyone happy with the views, we boarded the bus and left the area. Just before we reached the main road, 

a female Hen Harrier slowly flew out across in front of the bus before drifting off through the valley. Our third 

Hen Harrier of the day! Time was passing on so we decided to drive back towards the hotel. We stopped on 

route briefly at Scallastle Bay where we enjoyed close views of Arctic Tern, Common Gull, Ringed Plover and a 

Common Sandpiper. Sadly we didn’t see an Otter this time, but we drove back slowly, checking all the bays 

before eventually arriving back to the hotel.  

Day 4 Thursday 18th June 

Today we started with an early breakfast, to make sure that we could be on the road promptly to travel to 

Tobermory to catch the boat on which we would be spending the day. The plan for the day was Cetacean 

watching. We boarded the boat and, after our safety talk, headed out. The rough route of the day would see us 

travel past Ardnamurchan Peninsula, (Scotland’s most westerly mainland point) and onward to Coll.  We sailed 

up the eastern coastline of Mull, and it wasn’t long before we were enjoying good views of Black Guillemot, 

Common Gull and Common Guillemot. The boat started to slow, and we thought there might have been a 

sighting of a Cetacean, but the skipper came over the radio to draw our attention to the cliff edge, where we 

should scan for White-tailed Eagle. After a lot of scanning, we managed to locate an adult White-tailed Eagle 

sitting on the top of a cliff, and it watched us as we sailed by. Soon a call rang out around the boat ‘I think I saw 

something!’ as a dorsal fin from a harbour porpoise disappeared under the slightly choppy surface. We scanned 

the entire area but never relocated this individual. Just as we started to clear the north-eastern end of Mull, and 

out into open water, we started to be greeted by good numbers of Manx Shearwater, Guillemot, Razorbills, and 

terns. Whilst watching two Arctic Terns diving for fish off the port side of the boat, we suddenly saw their 

behaviour change, and without notice two Arctic Skuas rose up from the trough of a wave, immediately drawing 

a reaction from the terns as they started dive bombing the skua. The two Arctic Skuas did not seem overly 

bothered by the terns and a Common Gull which got involved, and continued on their way, until we eventually 

lost them from view.  We continued further out to sea scanning everywhere for signs of whales, dolphins, 

anything breaching the water’s surface, sadly the swell was just too much and it was very difficult to see anything 

between the waves. Seabirds however were a-plenty: hundreds of Manx Shearwaters flew past the boat, offering 

us excellent views of this open ocean specialist (for those outside braving the rain and the wind). Puffins too 

were more numerous, with some individuals flying past the boat only a few metres away. Gannets and large 

numbers of Guillemots and Razborbills were everywhere but sadly, still no sign of any cetaceans.  

 

As we were approaching Coll, with its rugged landscape rising out above the horizon, the skipper came on the 

speaker to advise us that yesterday Minke Whales were spotted in this area, so eyes scanned in every single 

direction as they could still be feeding in this area. We searched and searched, but no whale. Whilst scanning, 

those who were quick enough did manage to see a Harbour Porpoise surface for a few seconds before ducking 

down again quickly and once again lost to view. Arctic Terns, Gannets and all four common auk species were 

present as we slowly made our way to a little bay to anchor and have lunch.  We dropped anchor just north of 
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Coll in a little sheltered bay by Eilean Mor where we enjoyed our packed lunches surrounded by lots of very 

inquisitive Common Seals and Grey Seals. Some of the group decided to board a zodiac which took them ashore 

to the breeding island where Arctic Tern, Lesser-black Backed Gull, Black-headed Gull and Common Gull all 

had nests. The others stayed on the boat to enjoy the seals as they swam up to the side of the boat to check us 

out, and also enjoy the terns as they flew overhead. With lunch over, the zodiac returned to the island to pick 

everyone up and once we were all on board we lifted anchor to return back to Mull hoping for a glimpse of the 

cetaceans which can be spotted around the island. As soon as we left the sheltered bay, we were greeted by a 

Great Skua which was flying purposely and directly towards the boat. We all had fantastic views of the barrel-

bodied seabird, its white flashes in the wing really showing well as it flew right over the boat and landed on the 

water about 50 metres behind the boat. We sailed down the Coll coastline again with the ever present sight of 

Gannet, auks, terns and Manx Shearwater, before we sailed back to Mull, coming in around the north of the 

island and sailing down the eastern edge. Sadly, we never managed to locate any Cetaceans, probably hampered 

by the strong wind and rain showers which at times really reduced visibility, but the seabirds really did put on a 

show for us. To round off the trip, the skipper took us back to the area where we had seen the White-tailed 

Eagles earlier in the morning. This time one of the birds was sitting in the high stand of pines, just away from the 

nest. We then heard the loud call of an eagle and in flew the female White-tailed Eagle. This pair is well 

documented in the area, as the female carries a wing tag which is easily visible. The female was one of the first 

eaglets to be released as part of Scotland’s ‘East Coast Project in 2007 and she eventually paired up with a male 

(Cuin) which was born on Mull in 2007.  

 

We finally came to port at Tobermory harbour, after what had been a fantastic day, and made our way back to 

the buses and headed for the hotel.  The tides were looking good for the chance of seeing otters, so some of the 

group decided to check the nearby bays before dinner, in the hope of locating one. We drove the coastal road to 

Craignure, stopping at Fishnish Bay, Garmony Point, Scallastle Bay and finally Craignure harbour but we didn’t 

manage to locate one. All of a sudden something surfaced near the holiday park, and we got out binoculars just 

in time to see an Otters tail dip below the surface. We moved quickly around to Rubha na Sroine, through the 

caravan park and managed to relocate the otter sitting on the rock eating a fish. We all had reasonable views 

before it slid back into the water and out of view. It resurfaced once more further up the jetty, but, by the time 

we had got there, it had vanished. We scanned the area for the next 20 minutes, but as the tide continue to rise, 

our chances of seeing this Otter again continued to decrease so we walked back to the buses and drove to the 

hotel for dinner.  

Day 5 Friday 19th June 

We took a pre-breakfast drive down to the shores of Loch na Keal to try and see the Golden Eagles’ nest but 

again we were hampered by misty rain which clung to the hills and we didn’t see any eagles. Turning our 

attention to the Loch we enjoyed good numbers of Greylag Geese and Shelduck (the later with small crèche’s), 

also the regular Red-breasted Merganser and Common Sandpipers which were in good numbers, before 

returning to the hotel.  

 

After breakfast we set off to explore the north of the island for the day. We decided to start our trip following 

the northern shoreline of Loch na Keal with our first stop to look up at the pair of White-tailed Eagle which was 

nesting nearby the loch. The rain only gave us a short window to enjoy the birds before forcing us back to the 

cover of the buses, as we slowly followed the shore road. For the first time on this entire trip we met rush hour, 
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and ended up in traffic jam. But this is Mull, so the rush wasn’t an islander hurrying to their place of work, but 

two farmers moving their herd of Highland cattle along the road for almost a mile! Eventually, we managed to 

get past the herd and continued our drive past Ulva Ferry before coming to a stop in Laggan Bay. On the shore’s 

edge, the ever present Common Sandpiper were feeding as were good numbers of Oystercatcher and Curlew. 

Calling out from a tree overhanging the bay, a Kestrel was taking cover from the rain near her nest. We 

continued along the west coast of Mull, driving through some fantastic atmospheric scenery, through moorland 

with very low-lying mist. The fog cleared in one area, and we noticed a bird sitting on the fence post just down 

the road. As we slowly approached, we could see that it was a male Cuckoo. It sat on the fence allowing 

everyone to enjoy this bird, before eventually taking flight and flying right over the buses. We slowly drove on 

through this rolling moorland hoping that the mist would clear and maybe show us a Hen Harrier or a Short-

eared Owl, but other than Wheatear and Meadow Pipit the moors were fairly quiet. The mist started to clear as 

we got closer to the sea, and eventually lifted completely to be replaced by blue skies and sunshine as we drove 

out towards Calgary Bay. Our attention was drawn to a large raptor which flew out from over a sheer sided cliff 

edge, before disappearing again behind the cliff. Finally, a Golden Eagle! We dropped the group off on the 

roadside so that they could keep watch for the bird, whilst the buses found a suitable layby to stop in. We stood 

and watched the cliff edges, but other than Ravens coming and going to their nest above us, Hooded Crows, a 

single Buzzard and a Kestrel attending its nest, we didn’t manage to relocate the eagle so we continued our drive 

down into Calgary Bay.  

 

On arriving, we decided to pull over to explore the bay and have a nice leg stretch now the sun had finally come 

out. On the short grass a pair of Wheatear were busy feeding their two youngsters and an adult Song Thrush 

kept flying down to gather food, before disappearing into the nearby wood. Here, in the woodland, we also 

managed to see our first Greenfinch of the tour, amongst numerous Chaffinch, Blue Tit and Dunnock. We 

noticed that the weather was catching up with us so decided to drive straight to Dervaig where we pulled up at 

the largest reedbed on Mull to search for some of the reedbed specialities that the island has to offer. Sedge 

Warblers were present with one individual showing well on the tops of a reed, but the wind made it difficult to 

listen for Water Rail. A Great Spotted Woodpecker stole the show though, as it flew repeatedly low over the 

group, calling as it went, bringing food in at regular intervals to a nearby nest in a tree, by the side of the reedbed. 

A few Siskin flew out of the woods over our heads and a male Blackcap showed briefly before dropping back 

into a dense bush. Sand Martin and Swallow were in really good numbers, busy feeding above us, but sadly once 

again the rain caught up with us, so we headed back for the shelter of the buses and on to Tobermory, where we 

stopped to have lunch and enjoy this picturesque town.  

 

After lunch, we drove back towards Dervaig, stopping by Mishnish Lochs (Loch Carnain, Loch Meadhoin, Loch 

Peallach) where we saw our first Little Grebes of the tour. We continued on to Loch an Torr and saw another 

Little Grebe but other than Mallard and hirundines, the loch was very quiet so we decided to move on to Glen 

Aros following the river Bellart. As we started driving along the glen, our first Sparrowhawk of the tour shot out 

in front of the buses, chasing some passerines ahead of us. Further up the glen, we stopped as we saw a herd of 

Red Deer on the hills. We took this opportunity to get out and watch the glen for Hen Harrier or Short-eared 

Owls. Whilst watching the Red Deer, another Sparrowhawk flew over us, this time with a prey item in its talons, 

Siskin started calling as the bird flew over. Tree Pipit, Meadow Pipit, Buzzard and Hooded Crow were the only 

other birds in the area. With the weather catching up again, it made it unfavourable for hunting birds of prey. We 

continued our drive down the glen until we joined the main road at Aros Mains and followed the road along the 

side of Salen Bay. Greylag Geese were numerous just offshore, along with the numerous Oystercatcher and 
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Common Sandpiper, but a splash in the water just off the rocks drew our attention. We found a suitable parking 

space and walked back down the side of the rock to try and locate what had made this splash, we thought maybe 

an Otter. We rounded the corner and we were greeted by two amazing fully summer plumage Great Northern 

Divers! The birds showed well just offshore, diving and looking for food and we enjoyed these individuals for at 

least 20 minutes as we stood at the side of the road. Once we had all had good views and taken the photos that 

we wanted, we walked back to the bus and started to make our way back to the hotel.  

 

The day, however, wasn’t over yet. On driving into Salen, we glanced west to the hills where we had been trying 

to see the Golden Eagles, and having not managed to locate them earlier, we decided to try and see the birds 

near Loch na Keal again. We drove the short distance to the regular car park where we had spent the morning 

before breakfast looking for the eagles. This time we could see the top of the hill and we knew if there was an 

eagle around, we would be able to see it. As soon as we parked, we heard the call of Ravens. Looking up, we saw 

four birds together all calling loudly high up the hill. We watched the Ravens, and quickly realised what the fuss 

was about, when the stunning Golden Eagle flew across the hillside in front of us. The bird finally perched on a 

tree and we all had excellent views of the individual through telescopes and our binoculars, enjoying the bird for 

over 10 minutes, before it took to the sky again. The bird started calling, which made the whole experience of 

watching this bird even more magnificent, before it slowly soared, gained height and slowly flew out of sight. 

After a fantastic end to the day we made our way back to the hotel for dinner.  

Day 6 Saturday 20th June 

The early morning trip left at 6am to try to locate a few key target species which had been elusive during the trip. 

We wanted to get down to the local bays in good time for Otters, as once again the tidal conditions were very 

suitable for spotting this shy mammal. We started our drive, first coming to Fishnish Bay and we slowed down as 

we scanned the shore edge. All of a sudden a brown head popped up above the water and there was our first 

target achieved. We parked the bus and watched the Otter as it caught its breakfast then brought it to shore 

before happily sitting and eating the fish with us all watching. We enjoyed the Otter for around 10 minutes 

before it finished its breakfast and slowly swam away. We had more targets to see this morning, so we decided to 

leave Fishnish Bay and drive to our next stop near Grasspoint. As we turned off the main road we started 

scanning the surrounding grassland for Short-eared Owl. As we rounded the corner, our first Short-eared Owl of 

the tour flew across the road in front of us. We pulled up a little further along the road and enjoyed watching this 

bird hunting across the grassland in front of us. Whilst we stood and watched this bird, another Short-eared Owl 

took flight and they flew together in front of us. We enjoyed watching the pair fly around, and at times flew very 

near to us, enabling us to have fantastic close views. Whilst some of the group continued to enjoy the owls some 

started scanning the area where Yellowhammer, Reed Bunting and Whinchat were all singing. The group then 

spotted what appeared to be an owl shape on the rock, some distance away. We could see the pair were still in 

flight together so it couldn’t be them, so we trained our telescope on this rock and quickly realised it was a 

juvenile Short-eared Owl and, perched right next to it, its sibling. A fantastic morning, with Otter and four 

Short-eared Owl, but with our tummies rumbling and the midges starting to get a little too annoying, we decided 

to make our way back to the hotel for breakfast. As we approached the hotel, we turned off, and drove down 

towards Fishnish Ferry Terminal through the pines and down into a Forestry Commission carpark at Enoc an 

Teine. It wasn’t long before we had another trip tick as a male Bullfinch appeared then another two, as they fed 

close to the ground near the bus. As soon as the Bullfinches had moved on, we had another trip tick as a Lesser 

Redpoll flew over the bus calling, before landing in the top of a pine in front of us. It stood for a few minutes 
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enabling us all to see it before taking flight again, calling as it moved on. Sadly, no Crossbills were in the area but 

a Willow Warbler did put on a fantastic show for us in a bush right in front of the bus (almost landing on the bus 

on a number of occasions). After realising the time, we drove back to the hotel for a welcome breakfast. 

 

We left the hotel with our aim to explore the south-western end of the island so we set off towards Craignure. 

We checked the bays as we drove to the town, to see if we could see the Otter that we had seen earlier in the 

morning but, other than the regular Oystercatcher and Common Sandpiper, the bays were very quiet. We 

reached Craignure and popped into the local shop to buy our lunch for later on before continuing on towards 

Grasspoint. As we had visited Grasspoint earlier on in the week, our intention wasn’t to stop, but once again we 

caught sight of the Short-eared Owls we had been watching earlier. We pulled over in a layby to enable those 

who hadn’t ventured out this morning to see the bird. Whilst watching the owl quartering, a Tree Pipit was heard 

behind us followed by a distant reeling Grasshopper Warbler which was a new bird for the trip! Eventually the 

Grasshopper Warbler moved closer and was calling from only a few feet away from us, but it didn’t really give 

itself up enough for everyone to see. The traffic was getting busy, and we were parking in a passing place so we 

quickly moved on to the nearby Loch Spelve. Just as we approached the loch we again came to a quick stop as a 

stunning male Hen Harrier took flight and glided alongside the road. Everyone managed fantastic views of this 

majestic bird, our first male Hen Harrier of the trip. Once again, we were in a layby, so we had to move on fairly 

promptly. A little further down the road, where the Lussa River meets Loch Spelve we pulled in again and 

scanned the river. Three Goosander, Red-breasted Merganser, various gull species and good numbers of waders 

were our reward, along with three Red Deer stags. A peacock was calling in the distance, but sadly this bird 

wouldn’t count.  

 

We continued our drive through Glen More and the Ross of Mull, through to Fionnphort. The weather was 

rather poor during our drive, and we could only just about make out Iona in the mist, so we decided to try a 

nearby caravan park at Fidden. As we approached Fidden, the skies cleared and blue sky and sunshine welcomed 

us. Along this road we searched hard for Mountain Hare, but sadly this species just wasn’t going to give itself up. 

On approaching the campsite, we were greeted by a Redshank chasing off a pair of Hooded Crows with the help 

of the neighbouring pair of Lapwing. Another trip tick! The air was full of the sound of the local Common Snipe 

which we could easily hear drumming away around us. Two Ringed Plover seemed to have a nest nearby as they 

were regularly flying over us, calling as they went. Out on the shore, Common Eider were present with some 

chicks, and also good numbers of Common Gull. We enjoyed lunch here, surrounding by sunshine and good 

numbers of breeding, displaying waders.  

 

Time was moving on though, so we decided to drive on to Ardalanish Bay where we parked in a small carpark 

near a mill. From here we walked down to a large open beach.  Whilst slowly walking down the track, Linnets 

flew overhead calling, which delighted us at yet again (as we had managed another new bird for the tour). We 

also enjoyed great views of Sedge Warbler and good numbers of Meadow Pipits. As we approached the beach, 

we came across large numbers of Orchids which were growing there such as Early Purple, Early Marsh and 

Broad-leaved Marsh Orchid. We then looked out across the bay which seemed very quiet, until up popped a 

Red-throated Diver, closely followed by a Great Northern Diver. We all managed fantastic views of these two 

diver species, but the mist had caught up with us and with that also came the rain. We made our way back to the 

minibuses where we set off again towards Pennyghael. We pulled up alongside Loch Scridain and scanned the 

loch. Other than a small group of Red-breasted Merganser and Common Sandpiper it was quiet, and with the 

weather appearing to follow us we decided to drive on. When we approached Glen More the valley was 
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shrouded in a low mist so we made the choice to head west and stop hopefully enjoy more views of the White-

tailed Eagles that we had seen in the area a few days before. After just a short drive onto the Ardmeanach 

Peninsula, we were in the same layby with a magnificent White-tailed Eagle perched in a tree. We put up our 

telescopes and could see there was another adult bird on the nest, so we watched as this bird tending the nest, 

moving around some bedding before joining its mate on a nearby pine. We enjoyed these birds for a long time, 

until they decided to take off and fly back down the road from where we had come. A local Buzzard rose up 

from some woodland and flew with the two eagles, again thus enabling us to compare the size of these massive 

eagles to the Buzzard.  

 

After the birds had flown out of view we drove on, following the road through the woodland until we got out 

into the moorland. Hooded Crows, Meadow Pipit and a small number of Raven were present, but the weather 

seemed to be keeping a lot of birds down on the ground. Small numbers of Curlew fed around the moorlands 

and Common Sandpiper were also seen on the streams. As we started to drive down off the moorland, we 

enjoyed fantastic views of Wheatear which were sat on the roadside fences. The road continued, until once again 

we came to the shores of Loch na Keal, and this time, for the first time all week, the sun was shining, and we 

could see the tops of the hills surrounded this huge sea loch. We took this as a sign, so we quickly drove to the 

car park where we had spent so long looking for Golden Eagle throughout the week, and enjoyed the fantastic 

birds for the first time yesterday. We pulled up, and it wasn’t long until we had the adult bird soaring around 

over our heads. Just like the day before, the bird perched in a nearby tree and we managed to train all the 

telescopes on the bird and everyone got a fantastic view of the wonderful eagle. Whilst enjoying the eagle in the 

bright sunshine, we also looked out across the loch, where Red-breasted Merganser, Shelduck and Greylag Geese 

were on the water. On the shore’s edge, Common Sandpiper, Oystercatcher and Rock Pipit were feeding around 

the shingle and seaweed and Meadow Pipit rose up from the grass, calling as they flew. We also looked across the 

loch to see if we could see the White-tailed Eagles which bred on the opposite side, and as before, the pair were 

sitting high and proud in the top of the pine trees across the Loch. Those watching the Golden Eagle alerted us 

that the bird had taken flight, and we all watched as the adult Golden Eagle flew off down the hillside and 

eventually out of sight. Although the weather has seemed to be chasing us everywhere today, we still added a 

number of new species to our trip list, and had some fantastic views of many species. We decided that we would 

leave on a high and head back to the hotel to enjoy our last evening meal of the trip.  

Day 7 Sunday 21st June 

After breakfast, we packed the luggage in the buses and slowly made our way towards Craignure for our morning 

ferry to Oban. We drove slowly along the shores, in the hope that we might see an Otter, but sadly this morning, 

the tides were not in our favour and we reached Craignure without any sightings. Whilst waiting for the boat to 

berth we checked the harbour where a few Guillemots flew by, some Gannets were feeding further out and the 

regular Oystercatcher worked the exposed shore’s edge. We boarded the boat and all met at the stern to watch 

for birds as we sailed out of Craignure and back to the mainland at Oban. During the crossing Guillemot, 

Razorbill, Kittiwake, Gannet, Cormorant, Shag and a small number of Puffin were seen. Herring Gull and Lesser 

Black-backed Gull escorted us for the entire 44 minute crossing, following behind the boat the entire time. As 

we came into port at Oban harbour a few Black Guillemots flew past, as we were about to make our way back 

down to the buses. Shortly after disembarking we pulled over to say our first farewell to some of our group, 

before continuing our drive to Glasgow Airport where we said goodbye to the remainder of the group.  

Robert and I would like to say thank you to the entire group for making it such a wonderful tour 
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

   
 Common name  Scientific name 

June 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

1 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus 1 1     3 3   

2 Greylag Goose Anser anser 37 20 30+ 64 100+ 50 10+ 

3 Canada Goose Branta canadensis 17 15 30+ 10 20+ 13 50+ 

4 Mute Swan Cygnus olor 4   2 2 2     

5 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 4 4 5   10 8   

6 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 3 2 12 6 1 12 2 

7 Common Eider Somateria mollissima 1 6 20 3   6   

8 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser     3     4   

9 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 12 6 30   10 6 2 

10 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata       1 1 1   

11 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer         2 3   

12 Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis   100+   20       

13 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus   30   100's       

14 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis         2     

15 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 2 5 10 6 6 20   

16 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 40+ 10 12 40+ 2 2 10+ 

17 European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 1 100 37 30+ 2 12 2 

18 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 3 2           

19 White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla 2 5 3 2 1 3   

20 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus     3     1   

21 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 1   1   2+     

22 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 2 4 6 1 8 5 2 

23 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos         1 1   

24 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus     1   3 2   

25 Corn Crake Crex crex   1           

26 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 25 40 50+ 50+ 50+ 100+ 10 

27 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus           6   

28 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula   2 3 1   2   

29 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago   4 2     2   

30 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 1 1 10 1 4 4   

31 Common Redshank Tringa totanus       1   3   

32 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 2 3 4 3 6 7 2 

33 Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 40 100+   50+     40 

34 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 5 12   1       

35 Common Gull Larus canus 15 10 20 10 10 30 10 

36 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus   5 2 12 10 2 1 

37 European Herring Gull Larus argentatus 50+ 50+ 10 6   10 50+ 

38 Lesser Black-Backed Gull Larus fuscus 40 10 10 5 5 1 20+ 

39 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   10 1       

40 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea   2 15 35       

41 Great Skua Stercorarius skua   2   2       

42 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus       2       

43 Common Guillemot Uria aalge  1000+ 10 100+     20 

44 Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle 8 20 10 1     2 

45 Razorbill Alca torda   100+ 10 50+     20 

46 Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica   1000+   10     5 

47 Rock Dove Columba livia   1 1   17 2   
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 Common name  Scientific name 

June 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

48 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 2 1 H 1 1 1   

49 Eurasian Collard Dove Streptopelia decaocto 2 2 1 2 2 3 2 

50 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus     H   2 H   

51 Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus           4   

52 Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major     1 1 2     

53 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius 1 1   3 3     

54 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica             2 

55 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula             20+ 

56 Rook Corvus frugilegus 20+ 2       2   

57 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 3 10 10 10 20 25+ 5 

58 Carrion Crow Corvus corone 12 1 2       10 

59 Northern Raven Corvus corax   5 7 1 8     

60 Great Tit Parus major 2 2 2 1 1 2 1 

61 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   1 4   2     

62 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis 1 1     2 6   

63 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia 1 3 1 5 35 10+ 5 

64 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 20 20 20 54 20 20+ 10 

65 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum   10 10 10 10 12 2 

67 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 1 1 H H 2 4 H 

68 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   2 4   2 1   

69 Common Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia           1   

70 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla H H H H 1 2 H 

71 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis 1         1   

72 Goldcrest Regulus regulus             H 

73 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   4 H   H H   

74 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 5 10 6 5 26 12 5 

75 Common Blackbird Turdus merula  6 4 6 6 10+ 2 

76 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 10 2 1 3 6 4 2 

77 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 1       4     

78 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   1 5   2 1 1 

79 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola   1 2   1 4   

80 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra           3   

81 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe 1 3 20+   20 20   

82 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   1       1   

83 White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus   2           

84 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 5 6 22 6 9 7 5 

85 Dunnock Prunella modularis       1 1 1   

86 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii 6 5 4 3 7 8 2 

87 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea           1   

88 Meadow Pipit Motacilla cinerea 6 10 12   20 25   

89 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis         H 1   

90 Eurasian Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 4 2 1 1   2   

91 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 1 1 H   10 2 2+ 

92 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris         1     

93 European Siskin Spinus spinus 1       1     

94 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   2 1   10 4   

95 Common Redpoll Acanthis flammea           1   

96 Twite Carduelis flavirostris 3 4           

97 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina    1       4   

98 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra     1         

99 Eurasian Bullfinch Loxia curvirostra           2   
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 Common name  Scientific name 

June 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

100 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus           1   

Plants (thanks to Penny Hargreaves)   

Ragged Robin,  Silene (Lychnis) flos-cuculi Red Campion ,  Silene dioica 

Foxglove ,  Digitalis purpurea Germander Speedwell ,  Veronica chamaedrys 

Heath Speedwell ,  Veronica officinalis Bird’s-foot Trefoil ,  Lotus corniculatus 

Bush Vetch ,  Vicia sepium Red Clover ,  Trifolium pratense 

Hop Trefoil,   Trifolium campestre Common Sorrel ,  Rumex acetosa 

Small Lady’s Mantle ,  Alchemilla glaucescens Pignut ,  Conopodium majus 

Water Dropwort ,  Oenanthe sp Tormentil,   Potentilla erecta 

Silverweed ,  Potentilla anserina  Yellow Iris,   Iris pseudacorus 

Bluebell ,  Hyacinthoides (Scilla) non-scripta Marsh Marigold/Kingcups,   Caltha palustris 

Water Crowfoot ,  Ranunculus aquatilis Heath Bedstraw ,  Galium saxatile 

Sea Scurvy-grass ,  Cochlearia officinalis Yellow Rattle ,  Rhinanthus minor 

Creeping Buttercup ,  Ranunculus repens Bulbous Buttercup ,  Ranunculus bulbosus 

Meadow Buttercup ,  Ranunculus acris Lesser Spearwort ,  Ranunculus flammula 

Broom,   Cytisus scoparius  Common Gorse ,  Ulex europaeus 

Cotton grass ,  Eriophorum angustifolium Lady’s Smock ,  Cardamine pratensis 

Common Stork’s-bill ,  Erodium cicutarium Herb Robert ,  Geranium robertianum 

Common blue/pink Milkwort ,  Polygala vulgaris Ransoms ,  Allium ursinum 

Heath Spotted Orchid ,  Dactylorhiza maculata Hedge Woundwort,  Stachys sylvatica 

Marsh Woundwort ,  Stachys palustris Tuberous Comfrey ,  Symphytum tuberosum 

Welted Thistle ,  Carduus crispus Charlock ,  Sinapis arvensis 

Common Dog Violet ,  Viola riviniana Shoreweed,  Littorella uniflora 

Thrift ,  Armeria maritima Water Avens ,  Geum rivale 

Common Butterwort ,  Pinguicula vulgaris English Stonecrop,  Sedum anglicum 

Lousewort ,  Pedicularis sylvatica Spring Squill ,  Scilla verna 

Thyme ,  Thymus polytrichus Eyebright ,  Euphrasia officinalis agg. 

Primrose,  Primula vulgaris Roseroot ,  Sedum rosea 

Sea Campion,  Silene uniflora  

Tufted forget-me-not ,  Myosotis laxa  

  

Knockvologan Beach 

Early MarshOrchid ,  Dactylorhiza incarnata Broad-leaved Marsh Orchid ,  Dactylorhiza majalis 

Early Purple Orchid ,  Orchis mascula  

Mammals  

European Rabbit,  Oryctolagus cuniculus Grey Seal,  Halichoerus grypus 

Harbour (Common) Seal,  Phoca vitulina Red Deer,  Cervus elaphus 

Fallow Deer,  Dama dama Harbour Porpoise,  Phocoena phocoena 

Common Pipistrelle,  Pipistrellus pipistrellus  
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

