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Tour participants: Dave Pierce (leader) with six Naturetrek clients  

Day 1 Monday 13th June 

We departed from a gloomy Glasgow around noon. Travelling up the west side of Loch Lomond with the low 

cloud cloaking the hills, the banks ‘did'nae appear too bonnie!’ We saw several Common Buzzards and Grey 

Herons en route before we stopped for a break at Inveraray, where a Lesser Black-backed Gull joined some 

scavenging European Herring Gulls. Heading further westwards, the skies gradually brightened and illuminated 

the lovely Highland scenery. We arrived in Oban where we met the remainder of the group and it wasn't long 

before we saw Black Guillemots in the bay.  

 

The ferry crossing was relatively calm and although we saw further Black Guillemots, other auk species proved 

too distant. An Arctic Tern flew by and a Grey Seal was hauled out on a skerrie in the middle of the Sound. 

Once on Mull more Common Buzzards were seen on the drive to our hotel, plus a trio of Northern Ravens. 

After checking in, we crossed the isthmus of the island from Salen to Loch na Keal where birds included 

Eurasian Oystercatcher, Eurasian Curlew and Common Shelduck, though these were easily out shone by our 

first White-tailed Eagles with two of these magnificent birds, both adults, perched in conifers above our location. 

The pale heads and necks showed really well in the good light conditions and their yellow bills shone like 

beacons.  

Day 2 Tuesday 14th June 

At 6am we visited Scallastle Bay on the Sound of Mull where ducks included Red-breasted Merganser and a 

couple of drake Common Eiders. A White-tailed Eagle was perched high in a tree top above an eyrie in which, 

with careful observation through the telescope, we could see a youngster exercising its wings. Further round the 

bay at Garmony small flocks of both Greylag and Canada Geese had gathered. A Meadow Pipit with a bill full of 

food was obviously feeding young close by and we had a good view of a Common Whitethroat, though a 

Common Sandpiper was less obliging. At Fishnish Bay a lovely Eurasian Oystercatcher chick was feeding on the 

shore with its parent, and on the hillside behind a couple of Common Buzzards and a male Hen Harrier were 

hunting the slopes where a Red Deer hind was grazing. 

 

After breakfast we reacquainted ourselves with the pair of White-tailed Eagles we had seen the previous 

afternoon by Loch na Keal, finding both birds perched in the same wood though on different trees. We then 

drove to the opposite side of the sea loch, passing a couple of Red Deer en route. Once around the loch it wasn't 

long before we spotted two adult Golden Eagles gliding around near their occupied eyrie, giving good views. At 

one point we witnessed one land in a small tree growing out of the crag, break off a twig and fly around with it in 

its bill. On another occasion it was mobbed by a Common Kestrel. Meanwhile we noticed that one of the adult 

White-tailed Eagles that had been perched like sentinels in the trees across the loch had flow out to a waiting 

boat, perhaps for an offer of fish. Not long after this we spotted a distant European Otter moving over a kelp-

clad low rocky skerrie. We drove closer and discovered it had curled up on top of the weed to bask in the sun. 

We watched it for several minutes until it was disturbed by one of the Common Seals which also frequent this 

cluster of skerries. We tracked the otter for several moments before it disappeared from view. 
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Driving on slowly, Meadow Pipits and Northern Wheatears were frequently seen alongside the road, and an 

agitated Rock Pipit wasn't please when we paused too long; it must have had young close by. The road passed 

below imposing cliffs, after which we took our lunch near the shore where Common Buzzards were overhead 

and a Black Guillemot was just offshore. Moving on, we stopped at an elevated position to admire the land and 

seascapes to the west before descending to Loch Scridain. In this area, amongst the passerines, we spotted a pair 

of Common Linnets, whilst the sea birds included European Shag, Great Cormorant and a single Great 

Northern Diver. On the opposite shore was a Common Tern, and a Grey Wagtail was feeding on the adjacent 

burn. 

 

Returning eastwards, we stopped to scan a traditional Golden Eagle nesting area and found an adult perched in 

the vicinity of its eyrie. A final stop of the day was near Loch Spelve where we looked for harriers and owls. 

Whilst we didn't see either of these, a couple of Lesser Redpolls were ‘buzzing’ around and the male landed on a 

low willow bush where it displayed its striking red breast. Also a Willow Warbler was busy collecting green 

caterpillars from the wild shrubbery around where we stood. 

Day 3 Wednesday 15th June 

We had an early start and visited the area around Knock. Red Deer were grazing in the fields and on the River 

Ba we watched a White-throated Dipper by an old stone bridge. From the shore of Loch na Keal on the south 

side we spotted a European Otter relatively close, but unfortunately it was a brief view. Other mammals easier to 

see were several Common Seals lying on some offshore rocks with others in the surrounding water. A Common 

Cuckoo was glimpsed a couple of times and there were flocks of Greylag and Canada Geese along the shore. 

After some time we had further, though more distant otter sightings with one over the skerries plus two others 

foraging and playing. Three European Otters and all before breakfast! 

 

Later we set off for the Ulva Ferry, driving along the north shore of Loch na Keal. Once on board the ‘Hoy 

Lass’ we sailed clockwise around the island of Ulva. A Northern Raven was one of the first sightings from the 

vessel, soon followed by Great Cormorant and European Shag. Several Grey Seals were also seen plus Black 

Guillemots. A little further out we encountered Guillemots (Common Murre), several plunging Northern 

Gannets and a few immature Black-legged Kittiwakes. Nearer to Staffa, our first destination, a few Razorbills and 

Atlantic Puffins were sighted. Approaching this fascinating geological island, the boat manoeuvred into the 

mouth of Fingal’s Cave to the accompaniment of Mendelssohn’s famous symphony!  Then we landed at the pier 

to explore the cave and more of this interesting island on foot, plus experiencing the great views from the grassy 

top where we took our lunch.  

 

Afterwards we set sail for the Treshnish Isles. This area of sea was more exposed to the fresh north-easterly 

wind, so those on the top deck were subjected to some invigorating sea spray which induced screams and 

laughter from the recipients. On this leg of the cruise the odd Arctic Tern was sighted and on approach to 

Lunga, hundreds of Atlantic Puffins took to the air from the surface of the sea, whilst a pale morph Arctic Skua 

dashed by and two Great Skuas showed well just before we disembarked. 

 

We landed on Lunga, the largest island of the archipelago and after carefully negotiating its boulder-strewn 

beach, we clambered up to a flat grassy terrace where we were greeted by scores of curious, posing Atlantic 

Puffins. These delightful auks were approachable to within a metre and modelled for anyone with a camera. It 



The Magic Of Mull Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     September 16 3 
 

was a temptation to stay here for the duration of our visit, but we all eventually managed to prise ourselves away 

and head for the island’s sea bird centre at Harp Rock. Here a massive broad stack had broken away from the 

main island and become the breeding ground for thousands of sea birds. The top was covered in Guillemots, 

some carrying freshly caught fish and with careful scanning, quite a few of the bridled variety were seen.  

Razorbills were also mingled in with them, European Shags were scattered throughout, and on lower ledges 

Black-legged Kittiwakes occupied their seemingly precariously sited nests. It was an amazing sight to behold and 

there was a continuous clamour omitting from this seabird city, not to mention odour! From where we observed 

this spectacle, all of these species were close at hand with the green eyes of the shags gleaming in the good light. 

As we departed another Great Skua passed close by and numerous Grey Seals observed us as they bobbed in the 

swell of the sea just off the side of the boat. With further spray raking the upper deck we headed straight back to 

Ulva Ferry having completed the circumnavigation of the island. On the drive back to the hotel a Common 

Kestrel was an additional raptor to the inevitable Common Buzzards, and a splendid male Yellowhammer was 

perched on roadside wires giving good views. 

Day 4 Thursday 16th June 

This morning we took a pre-breakfast stroll around the Glenforsa airstrip. Red-breasted Mergansers were just 

offshore with four Northern Ravens perched on fence posts. We had good views of Common Terns, followed 

shortly afterwards by good views of Arctic Terns which allowed comparisons of the two species. We saw 

Common Sandpipers well, plus a female Common Eider which swam close to shore. More distantly a Short-

eared Owl quartered back and forth over a nearby heath. 

 

Today our main itinerary was another cruise. We boarded our vessel ‘Sula Beag’ in Tobermory to sail around the 

north of Mull and out towards Coll to search for cetaceans. Not long out of the bay a flock of 60 Northern 

Ravens were gathered on a headland on the port side. A few minutes later, on the same side, above Bloody Bay a 

pair of adult Golden Eagles was spotted and we enjoyed good views, with the added bonus of a mobbing 

Peregrine Falcon. The excitement continued when moments later a pair of White-tailed Eagles was also see. One 

of these huge raptors had its legs dangling and appeared to be carrying prey. We managed to see the nests of 

both eagle species, with one of the White-tail Eagles perched near its tree nest. Further out we spotted various 

seabirds including Guillemots, European Shags and some diving Northern Gannets. 

 

It became apparent that conditions were too rough to venture beyond Ardnamurchan Point so we used the 

shelter provided by the peninsular to have a relatively calm sail close to the shore of the mainland. Amongst the 

sightings were two Arctic Skuas, with both a pale and dark morph seen together. We cruised slowly eastwards to 

explore Loch Sunart where we found Common and Arctic Terns, plus Red-breasted Mergansers and Black 

Guillemots. Harbour Porpoises were also seen on a number of occasions in this area. Returning  back across the 

Sound of Mull we passed a Great Northern Diver sitting on the surface of the sea, whilst once back in 

Tobermory Bay we had a close look at several shag nests by a waterfall. The star of the bay had to be a close 

European Otter encountered near to Calve Island.  

 

Due to the cruise being a little earlier than scheduled, we had time to visit a White-tailed Eagle eyrie in the north 

of the island. Here, at a site we hadn’t visited before, we found the female perched in a tree close to the nest 

which was occupied by at least one well feathered youngster. The adult’s pale head and neck plus its large yellow 

bill showed up well. After observing the scene at length it was time to return to the hotel, which we did via Glen 
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Bellart where a Common Kestrel was a new raptor for the day. After dinner a couple of the group took a stroll 

across the airstrip beyond which a Short-eared Owl was hunting the same area as this morning. 

Day 5 Friday 17th June 

We visited Aros Bay and Glen Aros before breakfast. At the coastal site Greylag Geese with goslings were 

present together with Common Ringed Plover, Red-breasted Merganser, Common (Mew) Gull and Mute Swan. 

In the glen by the river a family of Grey Wagtails flitted around on the rocks and a Eurasian Bullfinch was 

glimpsed by some. Sand Martins were hawking by the road and we had good views of male Whinchat and 

Common Snipe, both perched close together on fence posts. European Stonechat was also seen and other 

species included Common Wood Pigeon, Rock Dove, Hooded Crow and more distant Northern Lapwings. 

 

Later we travelled south to Lochdon where a hunting female Hen Harrier was seen well several times. Meadow 

Pipits were observed doing their parachute display and a Common Whitethroat posed nicely on top of a pole. 

We also saw European Stonechat and watched a Eurasian Skylark dust bathing by the road. Three Red Deer 

stags with their antlers in velvet were grazing in the area. Another female Hen Harrier was well seen a little later 

by Loch Spelv. We witnessed a Common Snipe drop into some close roadside vegetation, though once in it was 

difficult to see, though a couple of us did manage to do so. Further on we took a short stroll to the edge of a 

loch from where we scanned and spotted a pair of Golden Eagles perched high on crags. Through the telescope 

we could see their plumage in detail including their wonderful flaxen heads. Nearby a Common Kestrel was 

mobbing a Common Buzzard.  

 

On the approach to Lochbuie another Red Deer was seen at close hand together with seven Fallow Deer. Once 

at Lochbuie we had our lunch at the picnic tables overlooking the bay, sharing some of it with European Robin, 

House Sparrow, Dunnock, Common Chaffinch and Common Blackbird which had been attracted. After lunch 

an ice cream was a popular choice from the tiny honesty shop! We returned along the road and re-checked the 

Golden Eagle site. The adults were still perch though in different positions and as we watched, one took off and 

flew over-head, slowly soaring over the opposite side of the loch where it was mobbed by two Common 

Kestrels. Back in the main glen, namely Glen More, some of us had a brief view of a male Hen Harrier, whilst a 

female was seen again near Lochdon where we also saw a Eurasian Sparrowhawk carrying prey. 

Day 6 Saturday 18th June 

Several Red Deer and two Fallow Deer were seen on our early excursion past Knock to Scarisdale. Common 

Sandpiper and Northern Wheatear were evident as normal. We soon realised why a pair of Eurasian Curlew had 

become agitated when we spotted a large, cute chick. Offshore a splendid Great Northern Diver in full breeding 

plumage was a wonderful sight through the telescope. 

 

After breakfast we headed to Tobermory in bright sunshine where half the group took up the chance for a 

further sail to compensate for the limited one a couple of days earlier. The wind had dropped and the skies were 

bright so conditions were very promising. After dropping off the sailors, the landlubbers set off to explore the 

north of the island starting on the road to Glengorm Castle. Around a dozen Northern Ravens were scattered in 

a field with cattle not far from the landfill site. A male European Stonechat gave excellent views perched by the 

road and then a female appeared. A Common Kestrel was hunting the wider area. After admiring the castle, 
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followed by an early coffee in the tearoom, we carried on to Dervaig. En route a superb cock Whinchat was 

observed singing proudly from various exposed perches. At a nearby White-tailed Eagle nest with one of the 

adults in attendance, we were treated to the large, well feather young wing flapping and bouncing up and down 

on the eyrie.  

 

Continuing westwards we eventually arrived at a stunning Calgary Bay. Just off the wonderful sandy beach, 

female Common Eiders with ducklings were busy diving. We ate lunch at the picnic tables where Northern 

Wheatears were feeding on the turf and Sand Martins doing likewise overhead. However it was the sheep 

roundup that caught our attention. Although the collie dogs were reasonably smart their masters, much to our 

amusement, were akin to the crofting version of Keystone Cops. After this entertainment we drove southwards 

down the west coast of the island which, in the glorious weather, looked especially beautiful. We passed by the 

White-tailed Eagle site we had first visited on our arrival day and were fortunate to see an adult perched in one 

of their regular trees. After a couple of minutes it dropped through the canopy to the hidden eyrie and was lost 

from sight under the foliage. We took this as the key to return to the hotel. 

 

Meanwhile on the relatively calm ‘High Seas’  the other members of the group got off to a good start from ‘Sula 

Beag’ with a Golden Eagle again being seen above Blood Bay and, even better, the neighbouring pair of White-

tailed Eagles flew close overhead and powerfully towards Ardnamurchan. Black Guillemots were evident on the 

water just off the coast along with European Shags, and when the boat passed around the north of Mull to the 

more open sea, other seabirds were sighted with frequent Common Guillemots, some Razorbills and a few 

Atlantic Puffins. Manx Shearwaters were a feature too; not surprisingly with tens of thousands nesting on the 

island of Rum just to the north. The presence Arctic Skuas spiced things up with three marauding birds 

searching for potential seabird victims. After some earlier Harbour Porpoises, sightings of cetaceans were lacking 

barring one of an unconfirmed Minke Whale.  

 

After time spent ‘sweeping’ the area of sea between Mull and Coll, the boat sailed into the tiny archipelago of the 

Cairns of Coll where lunch was taken in the company of some delightful Arctic Terns. Afterwards the boat 

resumed the quest for cetaceans with the crew and guests working as one team, scouring and scanning the sea. It 

wasn’t long into this search that the skipper received a radio call from a fishing boat in the vicinity crewed by his 

father. He reported they had just seen an Orca! Everyone on Sula Beag was now on high alert and gripped with 

excitement. Then he was seen! He because this was a huge male animal with a two metre dorsal fin. We could 

never have imagined seeing an Orca; it was fantastic! The boat managed to shadow the male Orca for a thrilling 

two hours, sometimes down to a range of 150 metres, allow great views and photographic opportunities. This 

enabled the Orca to be identified as John Coe, a male who’s been part of a small pod of Killer Wales resident in 

British waters since the early 1990’s. He would dive periodically and be lost for five minutes or so until relocated 

and observations could be resumed. It was especially pleasing to see an Orca in British waters, for although there 

are regular sightings, they are so hard to pin down that very few people have managed it. What a memorable 

experience. 

Day 7 Sunday 19th June 

An early excursion in the minibus to Lochdon found us following a female Hen Harrier down the road, which 

was followed by a very atmospheric view of Duart Castle in the mist. It wasn’t long before we were passing the 

castle again, though this time from the deck of the ferry on our return to Oban. From aboard we saw our last 
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Black Guillemots of the trip, with some of these charming auks seen at Craignure, off the island of Lismore and 

in Oban Bay itself. Guillemots were amongst other species seen during the sea crossing and a Lesser Black-

backed Gull accompanied us off the stern for most of the sail.  

 

We said our farewells to some of the group in Oban and then continued our journey to Glasgow. Despite a 

diversion due to a road traffic accident, we still managed to arrive at the airport and train station in time for 

everyone’s schedules.   

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

Group at Lochbuie  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser 20 50 30 40 50 50 70 

2 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis   20 20 20 30 30 40 

3 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 1 1   4 3 2 5 

4 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna 2 2 12   1     

5 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 12 10 6 10 16 10 20 

6 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima   3   1 1 20 4 

7 Common Merganser  Mergus merganser   3           

8 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator 3 6 4 5 6 4 4 

9 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus         10     

10 Great Northern Diver   Gavia immer   1   1   1   

11 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis     20     3   

12 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus           30   

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 10 15 6 10 12 10 12 

14 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   3 20 10   20   

15 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis 10 10 50+ 30 12 20 10 

16 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 5 4 3 5 2 4 3 

17 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   3   2 2 1   

18 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   1     1     

19 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus   1     3   1 

20 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla 2 4 1 4 1 5   

21 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 20 20 10+ 10+ 15 15+ 12+ 

22 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus        

23 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus   1   10 3 4 4 

24 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula         1     

25 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago   H     2     

26 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata 6 6 4 1 1 2 4 

27 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus           1   

28 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   6 4 4 8 8 2 

29 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla     100s     5   

30 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 20           20 

31 Mew Gull  Larus canus 100+ 100+ 100+ 100+ 100+ 100+ 100+ 

32 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus        

33 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus        

34 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus 1           1 

35 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   1   4   10 2 

36 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea 1 1 20+ 20+ 10 6 20+ 

37 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua     2     1   

38 Parasitic Jaeger  Stercorarius parasiticus     1 2   3   

39 Common Murre  Uria aalge     100s 25+   25+   

40 Razorbill  Alca torda     100+     3   

41 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle 10 6 20 12 8 12 10 

42 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica     100+     3   

43 Rock Dove  Columba livia     25 20 20 20 10 

44 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus 10       6 4 10 

45 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 6 4 2 3 5 4 10 

46 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus H H 1     H   

47 Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus       1       
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

48 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   3 1 1 2 2   

49 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus       1       

50 Rook  Corvus frugilegus             20 

51 Carrion Crow Corvus corone             

52 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix 4 15 6 8 10+ 10+ 6 

53 Northern Raven  Corvus corax 3   3 60+ 8 15 3 

54 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   1     1   2 

55 Great Tit  Parus major     2       1 

56 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   6 4 3 6 6 2 

57 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia         10 10+   

58 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 10 25 10 10 20 20+ 10 

59 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum 10+ 4     1   10+ 

60 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   6 3   6 4 2 

61 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 1 2           

62 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla H H H H H H H 

63 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   1     2 2   

64 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes H H H H     H 

65 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris        

66 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula        

67 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos         

68 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   3       2 6 

69 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula     2   2   2 

70 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra         2 1   

71 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola         1 2   

72 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   6 3 3 6 5   

73 White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus     1         

74 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus          

75 Dunnock  Prunella modularis         1     

76 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   1     3     

77 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrelli        

78 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis        

79 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis               

80 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   3 4         

81 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs          

82 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula         1     

83 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   2       2   

84 Common (Lesser) Redpoll  Acanthis flammea cabaret   2           

85 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis       2   2   

86 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus           1   

87 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella   1           

Mammals                 

1 European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus        

2 Grey Seal  Halichoerus grypus 2   20+ 2   20   

3 Harbour Seal  Phoca vitulina   20+ 10 10 10 10+   

4 European Otter  Lutra lutra   1 3 1       

5 European Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus     1         

6 Red Deer  Cervus elaphus   15 1 7 20+ 10   

7 Fallow Deer  Dama dama         7 2   

8 Orca (Killer Whale)  Orcinus orca           1   

9 Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena       3   6   
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

10 Bank Vole  Myodes glareolus         1     

Butterflies 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae 

Orca by Lesley Lee 

European Stonechat by Ruth Ibbotson  Red Deer by Lesley Lee 


