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Tour participants: Dave Pierce (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 2nd July 

Most of the group gathered at Glasgow's Central Station, from where we made a prompt departure late morning. 

With no pickup at the airport we were soon crossing the Erskine Bridge, high over the River Clyde, then driving 

along the west side of Loch Lomond. The fine weather showed off the "Bonnie Banks" splendid scenery at its 

best, from the soft wooded shores to the more rugged peak of Ben Lomond across the water. Before we reached 

the head of the loch, the largest fresh water body in Britain, we turned westwards to skirt around the top of Loch 

Long, a sea loch. Next we climbed the pass of the "Rest and Be Thankful" before dropping down to follow the 

shore of Loch Fyne, another sea loch. We took a break at Inveraray, where Lesser Black-backed Gull was a new 

species for the trip. Continuing, we passed soaring and hovering Buzzards, stalking Herons, and during a short 

second break woodland species included Coal Tit and Willow Warbler. 

 

We arrived at the Oban terminal in good time, where we met Jill. Whilst waiting for our ferry we had the 

pleasure of close views of Black Guillemots in the bay, which also held masses of Jelly Fish. Once boarded and 

underway, from the ferry we had further Black Guillemot sightings, numerous sightings of Shags, plus 

Cormorant and Gannet. Soon we were passing on the port side the impressive Duart Castle, before arriving at 

the Mull terminal at Craignure.  

 

After checking in to our hotel, where we met Roger and Jane, we headed off for a brief view of nearby Scallastle 

Bay. Here we saw, amongst others, Eider, Curlew, Ringed Plover, various gulls and some distant terns. We 

managed a further visit, this time to the Duart Bay area, where passerines included Goldfinch, Linnet, Lesser 

Redpoll and Meadow Pipit, with many perching obligingly on fences or overhead wires. All too soon we had to 

return to the hotel to freshen up before dinner. Later, just as the meal was ending, a Red Deer emerged from 

cover to browse in the garden below the restaurant. Afterwards, in the lounge, Dave gave a briefing on the plan 

for the next five days before most retired for the night. 

Day 2 Tuesday 3rd July 

At 6am Dave and Kay set off for a pre-breakfast excursion. Taking the minor road to Duart Bay, Kay spotted 

what turned out to be an Otter in the middle of the bay. We lost it for some time whilst trying to reposition 

ourselves and when it was relocated by its wake, it disappeared behind rocks on the shore without alas giving a 

satisfactory view. We continued scanning, finding a Grey Seal, but failed to see the aquatic mustelid again. From 

the same area we had great views of a male Lesser Redpoll perched on the wires with its red breast and forehead 

showing well in the light. Then, moving on to Lochdon, amongst others we saw a drake Red-breasted 

Merganser, several Shelduck including a pair with young, though undoubtedly the highlight was a hunting Short-

eared Owl which presented wonderful views, at times through the telescope. 

 

After breakfast the whole group headed north, parallel with the Sound of Mull, where at the village of Salen, a 

‘comfort’ stop produced a pair of Mute Swans, Common Sandpiper and a couple of Rock Doves. We then 

crossed the three-mile-wide isthmus of Mull from Salen to Loch na Keal. Here, on the shore of the sea loch, we 

soon located a White-tailed Eagle perched high in a spruce tree. With the telescope we had wonderful views of 

this adult, with its pale head and shoulders, huge yellow bill and fully white tail. After enjoying a lengthy 
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observation of what was almost certainly the male of the local pair, he took off allowing us to appreciate his huge 

wing size. Simultaneously his mate appeared a little further away. We watched both birds in the air for a time 

before the female was lost from view. He then returned to perch on the edge of the same wood where, for a 

time, he was subjected to dive-bombing by a Buzzard, but other than presenting his bill defensively at the smaller 

aggressor, he didn't budge. 

 

More than satisfied with the observations, we continued our exploration by taking the route along the south 

shore. We stopped from time to time but in the main we concentrated on watching either side of the shoreline. 

Eventually our careful efforts were rewarded when we spotted a family of Otters. They were swimming into the 

rocky shore; a female and her two young of the year. They landed very close to our position from where we had 

amazing views of them. It was a privilege to observe their behaviour so closely. After a while the female returned 

to the sea close to the shore, rarely more than a few metres out, to commence foraging. She was diving and 

resurfacing seconds later, more often with a small catch than not. The young cubs at times joined their mum, 

sometimes being fed, though frolicking with each other proved to be more appealing. They chased one another 

over the rocky shore and dived after each other under the sea. Our presence by the road must have been quite 

obvious to them, though the female was unfazed by our proximity whilst she eagerly fed, occasionally poising to 

glance and sniff in our direction, whilst running a watchful eye over her cubs who were so absorbed in play they 

were virtually oblivious to the group of captivated humans. It was both a fascinating and entertaining experience 

to behold in equal measures. A superb encounter! At length, not wanting to overstay mum’s tolerance, we drove 

on. 

 

Further along, under the massive cliffs at Gribun, we stopped for lunch. Behind us the landward scenery was 

dramatic and the seascapes over the island-dotted water were stunning in the glorious conditions. Whilst we ate 

our lunch, a juvenile Buzzard perched high above us, continually begging for its own lunch. Then an adult 

Peregrine appeared soaring around the same cliff tops, and nearer the base a female Sparrowhawk flew past 

clutching prey and heading over to Ulva. 

 

Later we drove south to Loch Scridain and then westwards. Near Teanga Bridge we debused swiftly after Dave 

had spotted a superb adult grey male Hen Harrier, which quartered low over the ground. In the same general 

area a Kestrel was also hunting. Next we climbed the pass to the highest point on the A849 at 200 metres, 

whereupon during the decent into Glen More glances of aerial activity on the adjacent hillside had us debusing 

again. This time Ravens were involved, though it was where the attention of these large corvids was focused that 

really gripped us. They were mobbing a female Golden Eagle which was casually gliding along the slope below 

the ridge line, casting a huge shadow in the sunlight. With hardly a beat of her wings she could outpace her 

rapidly flapping pursuers. She circled round several times, allowing good views with the light illuminating the 

detail of her plumage, before alighting on a boulder. Just then we saw a second eagle in flight; a male, who also 

landed. Through the telescope we studied this adult pair for some time before continuing our journey. At 

another stop, an intended one this time, where we had hoped to find a Short-eared Owl, we had instead a female 

Hen Harrier; not too disappointing a trade off! Then finally, just before Lochdon, an adult White-tailed Eagle 

was soaring just above the road. We watched this huge raptor circle higher and higher to become a speck in the 

blue sky before driving the short distance to our hotel after a superb day. 
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Day 3 Wednesday 4th July 

Lochdon was the venue for this morning’s pre-breakfast excursion for Jill and Dave. Several Red Deer hinds 

with their calves were observed close to the roadside. Lapwing, Curlew and several Common Sandpipers were 

amongst the waders seen, and a splendid Greenshank gave great views. Passerines ranged from Stonechat to 

Hooded Crow. A couple of the latter were annoying a pair of White-tailed Eagles which we had spotted on the 

opposite side of the sea loch. This adult pair of eagles, one tearing into prey, stood just above the shore, with the 

"Hoodies" cheekily trying to steal morsels from them. Other raptors encountered were several Buzzards, a single 

Kestrel, a female Hen Harrier and a third, more distant, White-tailed Eagle. 

 

Today was our planned visit to Staffa and the Treshnish Isles. We drove north to Salen where, in the bay, 

numerous Common Seals were hauled out on rocks with several others in the water. A flotilla of Greylag Geese 

bobbed on the sea whilst a pair of Mute Swans were on the shore. From Salen we crossed to the west side of the 

island where we soon arrived at Loch na Keal. Here we were greeted by a stunning Slavonian Grebe just 

offshore, showing off its breeding plumage. Nearby we discovered that the stand of conifers which held a White-

tailed Eagle yesterday was occupied again. After admiring this fine adult eagle, we continued along the north 

shore of the sea loch. Further along we parked in a pull-off to take in the wonderful scenery. A rather distant 

male Hen Harrier interrupted our glaze for a time, before Dave drew our attention to a boat on the loch below. 

Moments later he alerted us to an adult White-tailed Eagle that was closing rapidly on the vessel. The reason 

being, he explained, was that the boat regularly threw fish overboard to feed the eagles, allowing photographers 

gathered on the stern the opportunity of a close encounter! Nearing the boat, the massive raptor, which had been 

flying low over the sea, gained height before dropping quickly back down to snatch its easy prize from the water. 

It was a special thrill for us to witness the event! 

 

We then completed the drive to Ulva Ferry where, parking up for our sail, a beautiful male Lesser Redpoll 

perched conveniently on overhead wires close by. Also taking advantage of the wires was a family of recently 

fledged Swallows perched side by side, awaiting the arrival of their food-bearing parents. At the pontoon two 

Common Terns patrolled the narrow straight of water between Mull and Ulva. After boarding "Hoy Lass", the 

boat slipped out of the Sound of Ulva to sail around the south side of the island of Ulva, which is home to about 

ten residents and had recently been subject to a community buy-out. Next we passed the uninhabited, billionaire-

owned Little Colonsay with its single house. By now we had seen Black Guillemot and Shag, and the sightings of 

Guillemots, Razorbills and Puffins were increasing as the boat neared Staffa. A single Gannet was also observed, 

and numerous Kittiwakes besides other gull species. 

 

On the final approach to this fascinating geological island, with Fulmars gliding by on stiff wings, the boat 

manoeuvred into the mouth of Fingal's Cave to the accompaniment of Mendelssohn's famous symphony! Then 

we landed at the pier to observe the cave on foot. Due to winter storm damage it wasn't advisable to walk into 

the cave, though due to its open nature, its features could easily be appreciated from the entrance. Afterwards 

most of the group took their lunch on the flat grassy terrace above, with great views all around. We then re-

boarded the "Hoy Lass" to continue the sail to the Treshnish Isles. We experienced much seabird activity on this 

stretch of water, plus good views of dozens of Grey Seals in and out of the water. 

 

We landed on Lunga, the largest island of the archipelago, and after carefully negotiating its boulder-strewn 

beach, we clambered up to a flat grassy terrace where we were greeted by scores of curious, posing Puffins. 
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These delightful auks were approachable to within a metre and modelled for anyone with a camera! It was a 

temptation to stay here for the duration of our visit, but we eventually managed to prise ourselves away and head 

for the island's seabird centre at Harp Rock. Here a massive broad stack had broken away from Lunga, leaving a 

void straight down to the sea, with the detached section creating a breeding ground for thousands of seabirds. 

The higher parts were covered in Guillemots, some carrying freshly caught fish, and with careful scanning quite a 

few of the bridled variety were seen. Razorbills were also mingled in with them, with Shags scattered throughout, 

whilst on lower ledges Kittiwakes occupied their precariously sited nests. It was an amazing sight to behold; a 

never-ending cacophony to the ears, not to mention a tangible odour! Birds were flying in and out constantly and 

amongst them we spotted two single Arctic Skuas. We enjoyed good observations of both of these marauding 

raiders has they harassed various seabirds just off the island. The first was a pale morph we saw on the walk to 

Harp Rock, with the second a dark morph, half an hour later off the ‘Rock’ itself. All too soon we had to leave 

this amazing seabird city and return to our waiting boat. To finish our exploration of the Treshnish Isles we 

cruised slowly around some of the smaller northern islands and skerries. Numbers of Arctic Terns were present, 

though distant, however we had far closer encounters with more Grey Seals. Afterwards with increased speed we 

commenced our homeward journey to pass around the north side of Ulva. Another single Gannet was amongst 

the various birds seen, before we returned to the pontoon and then the drive back to Craignure. 

Day 4 Thursday 5th July 

The early morning trip produced the tour’s first Black-head Gulls at Lochdon, and also our first Whinchat. 

Other species included five Red-breasted Mergansers and six plus Curlews. After breakfast we returned to 

Lochdon, though on this occasion on the opposite side. Two Red Deer with a lightly spotted calf trotting 

through the tall vegetation was a lovely sight early in the journey, which also included several Buzzard sightings, 

eight herons and a striking male Stonechat. After parking, we strolled several hundred metres to Grasspoint, 

where Lochdon mergers with the Firth of Lorn. Numerous Shags were on offshore rocks opposite with four 

Cormorants also present. It was in that general direction that Kay drew our attention to a shape a little inshore. 

When we trained the telescope on it, we realised she had found a White-tailed Eagle. The adult bird was perched 

in a clump of trees watching over the area for a potential meal. After some time observing the big raptor and all 

he surveyed, we wandered slowly back to the bus, relishing the very pleasant weather conditions. 

 

Next, after a comfort stop and a coffee break in Craignure, we continued our exploration of the south of the 

island. As we drove alongside the shore of Loch Spelve, near Ardura, Jane alerted us to a female Hen Harrier 

hunting low on the landward side. Not too long after we saw probably the same bird flying back past us, allowing 

further appreciation of sadly, Britain's most persecuted raptor! Fortunately, with no grouse moors on the island, 

those crimes don't take place on Mull and a second Hen Harrier during the day was of a wonderful adult grey 

male and indeed, we enjoyed sightings every day of the species. 

 

This area of the island is especially tranquil and further along Loch Spelve we had our lunch break. Wheatear and 

Meadow Pipit were the most obvious passerines around our stop, with Red-breasted Mergansers snorkelling on 

the sea loch, whilst the shoreline was inhabited by Oystercatcher, Curlew and Common Sandpiper, plus Lapwing 

in adjacent fields. A little later, another wader we found was Ringed Plover. We had taken a short walk at the end 

of the public road where, on the pebbly beach, we were captivated by several incredibly cute chicks of the species 

being chaperoned by their parents. Eventually, not wanting to overstay our welcome, we continued on our 

travels, passing more wader chicks; this time three equally cute young Common Sandpipers along with the 
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escorting adults. We finished the day at Lochbuie amongst the grandeur of scree covered peaks, rugged cliffs and 

a beautiful bay. For comfort we had the option of the facilities of the "Old Post Office". Here the wooden 

building provided various tasty goodies for sale, along with a kettle to prepare your own drinks, with payment 

being made into an honesty box. A quirky interlude before the return drive to the hotel! 

Day 5 Friday 6th July 

The venue for this morning’s pre-breakfast outing was the Fishnish area. Having searched one section of coast 

without success, we repeated our quest along another section of shore. Again, Herons and "Hoodies" were 

present, plus Red-breasted Merganser and Greylag Geese. It was the latter which gave the game away when, 

from a calm group on the beach, they scattered noisily, clearly alarmed. The reason was an Otter which emerged 

from the sea right by the Greylag gathering. It clamoured onto a rock where it stayed briefly, before returning to 

the water. We then watched it foraging for 45 minutes or so. At one point a Sparrowhawk flew over mobbed by 

Common Gulls, to which Jill lifted her head up from the telescope to give a cursory glance before eagerly 

continuing the Otter observations. 

 

We headed back north after breakfast, stopping at a couple of locations between Salen and Aros. Wildlife seen 

included Common Seal, more Red-breasted Mergansers, Common Sandpiper, and Eider with young. A short 

walk by the River Aros found us a juvenile Dipper on this bubbling stretch of water. We continued into Glen 

Aros and hence through to Glen Bellart, stopping from time to time and adding further to the variety of our 

observations. Besides birds, which included Sand Martin and several Wheatears, for the third consecutive day a 

Dark Green Fritillary butterfly was seen. 

 

Near Dervaig, we took up a position looking over to a clump of conifers. Perched high on one was a female 

White-tailed Eagle and soon after, using the telescope, we discovered her nest lower in the trees. We viewed the 

nest to confirm whether it was occupied, and it was exciting to see a fully grown, fully feathered young on it, 

with a much darker plumage than the nearby adult. Then to our delight we realised the young had a sibling with 

it in the nest. It too was fully grown and feathered, with both youngsters on the brink of fledging. We also saw 

the adult male flying further up the hillside, whilst the female herself was occasionally subjected to an aerial 

assault by a Buzzard. It was a wonderful scene. 

 

A little later we had our lunch by Loch an Torr with a fine view to the east. Here Buzzards soared, Kestrels 

hovered and thanks to careful scanning by Kay, a quartering Hen Harrier was seen which, from its plumage, we 

deduced was a second year male. Nearer at hand passerines included a Goldcrest which obligingly perched and 

sang from the top of a young spruce. Further into our journey we came across two more Hen Harriers, both 

female, with one which we watched at length giving every indication she had a nest with young close by. 

 

At the little estuary by Dervaig an adult Lesser Black-backed Gull was preening and several Common Sandpipers 

were feeding, as was a pair of Redshank. The latter must have had young in the vicinity for they exploded in 

alarm when a Heron stalked towards them, though we could see this big predator was in the process of 

swallowing an Eel! 

 

A tearoom at Calgary proved too tempting, and had the added interest of having a gallery plus other curiosities. 

Afterwards we admired the bay with its fine sandy beach and in the sunlight its blue waters. It was a beautiful 
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sight and a far cry from the skyscraper city of the same name thousands of miles away across an ocean and a 

continent in Canada! More dramatic scenery was experienced as we travelled down the west side of the island. 

More raptors too, including another two Kestrels and yet another Hen Harrier, a female on this occasion. 

 

After dinner a few of the group opted to go on an evening drive. We had hoped to see an owl, though to no 

avail, however we had great views of a stunning grey male Hen Harrier hunting alongside the road. It was our 

fifth harrier of the day and no mean consolation for not seeing an owl. A further harrier sighting was had, 

though whether it was the same male or not we couldn't be sure. The evening excursion also rewarded us with a 

total of over 30 Red Deer. 

Day 6 Saturday 7th July 

Today we headed for the island's colourful "capital", Tobermory for a whole day cruise with Sealife Surveys. We 

sailed out of the sheltered port past the brightly painted houses into the Sound of Mull. After a briefing by the 

crew we spread ourselves around the two decks (upper and lower) in anticipation. We didn't have long to wait 

when we slowed down and lay to off Ardmore Point. Here a pair of White-tailed Eagles had nested, though not 

in their usual tree site, but on a stubby sea stack rising out of the beach. On its highest point, barely four metres 

above sea level, we could make out the flattened eyrie where a fully grown and feather young eagle crouched. It 

was great to see this bird had survived to this stage in such an exposed position. 

 

Soon after this our first Porpoise of the trip was sighted. A Grey Seal was also seen and an increasing number of 

birds, both in species as well as quantity. The group’s first Red-throated Divers were seen when two flew past the 

boat and alighted on the sea off the stern. There were numerous Shags, Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls, a 

single adult Gannet, then our first Puffins and Kittiwakes. Then a Guillemot chick on the water with its male 

parent was spotted, which was especially pleasing following our observations of them on Lunga a few days 

previous. Next Razorbills were seen, followed by hundreds of Manx Shearwaters. With tens of thousands of 

shearwaters breeding on the island of Rum just to the north, it was understandable we would encounter large 

numbers both flying by and forming huge rafts on the sea. 

 

Feeding Manx Shearwaters, along with other seabird species, is a good indicator of the presence of cetaceans and 

as we cruised westwards there were sightings of Minke Whale. Having sailed around the north of Mull, heading 

out past Ardnamurchan Point on the starboard and with the island of Coll on the port side at 11 o'clock, a 

handful of observers glimpsed a whale or whales at various times and various points of the compass, though 

when the boat halted they could not be relocated. The boat continued at a steady rate of knots, to a point a little 

west and north of the Cairns of Coll. From there it began a slow return, with all on board scanning the sea. It 

didn't take long before we arrived at a seabird feeding frenzy. Hundreds of Manx Shearwaters, dozens of 

Gannets, some plunging, numerous auks, three species of large gulls including a Lesser Black-backed, and in the 

midst two close Minke Whales. We saw the whales well when they surfaced three times or so before their deep 

dive to feed. Then, after a longer interlude, the sightings would be repeated. Their activity, together with the 

mass concentration of seabirds feeding, created an amazing atmosphere and a real joy to experience. 

 

Eventually we had to depart this spectacle to begin our sail back. We had earlier seen a distant Great Skua, but 

on this next section of the trip we had really good views when one passed over the boat. A third "Bonxie" as 

they are often called, was seen a little later, though this one was a little over-shadowed by the bird it was 
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harassing: a White-tailed Eagle! It was special to see this huge avian predator way out at sea, heading steadily 

towards the islands of Eigg or Muck to the north. Once we had returned to port there was still time to explore 

Tobermory's waterfront before departing for our final night at the hotel. 

Day 7 Sunday 8th July 

At breakfast we said our fond farewells to Roger and Jane who were catching the early ferry. Then the 

remainder, having packed the minibus, set off for one last excursion. We travelled the short distance to Lochdon. 

Here three Skylarks were seen, with six Ravens and a couple of Buzzards also observed. The usual waders and 

gulls were evident and it was one of the latter that caught Jill's attention. She had seen a Common Gull 

repeatedly diving at something, so when we scoped the spot we were delighted to discover that the source of the 

gull’s displeasure was an adult White-tailed Eagle perch on top of a rock on the shore of the loch. We soon 

realised that the eagle’s mate was perch nearby too. Whilst we observed this pair, Dave heard one calling, but 

from a different direction and upon scanning, discovered a further two adults also on the shore a few hundred 

metres for the other pair! Four adults in view at the same time! What a great treat to have just before our 

departure from Mull. 

 

It was a calm ferry crossing, where from the deck Kittiwake, Gannet, Cormorant, Shag and Black Guillemot 

were seen, plus several Common Seals, before we docked in Oban. The drive onwards was straightforward with 

a break at Inveraray. Besides a little refreshment, we also managed to see a little birdlife including more Black 

Guillemots and, surprisingly for so far up the sea loch, two Gannets, though the highlight was undoubtedly a 

splendid Red-throated Diver just offshore. Then it was time to complete the journey to Glasgow where, after our 

farewells, we left with fond memories. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

View by Tina Townsend 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser x x x x x x   

2 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis x x x x x   x 

3 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor   2 4 2 2     

4 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna x x   x       

5 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos     x x 20+     

6 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca     5         

7 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima c10 c10     20+   6 

8 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator 6+ 10+   10+ c12   10+ 

9 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus       1   1   

10 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus     1         

11 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata           2 1 

12 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis     30+     20+   

13 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus           1200's   

14 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea x x x 20+ x x x 

15 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus 1   2 2   30+ x 

16 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis x x 100+ x x 70+ x 

17 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 1     4     1 

18 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   2           

19 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   1     1     

20 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus   2 1 2 5+ 1   

21 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   3 3 1 4 2 4 

22 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo x x x x x x x 

23 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus x x x x x x x 

24 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus   2+ 2 c20       

25 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula x x   c20       

26 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata x x x 10+ x   10+ 

27 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus           2   

28 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia     1         

29 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos x x 6+ x x   x 

30 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla   100's       100'3 100+ 

31 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus       2     1 

32 Common (Mew) Gull  Larus canus x x x x x x x 

33 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus x x x x x x x 

34 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus x x x x x x x 

35 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus         1 1   

36 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo     x     x   

37 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea     x     x 4 

38 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua           3   

39 Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus     2         

40 Common Guillemot Uria aalge     100's     100+   

41 Razorbill  Alca torda     100'3     100+   

42 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle 4 x x 1   x 4+ 

43 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica     100's     20+   

44 Rock Dove  Columba livia   2 1 10+ 10+     

45 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus x x x x x   x 

46 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   x x   x x   

47 Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus   1           
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

48 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1 1 3 4     

49 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   1           

50 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius 1             

51 Rook  Corvus frugilegus x           x 

52 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix x x x x x x x 

53 Carrion Crow Corvus corone x           x 

54 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   4 6 10+ x x 6 

55 Coal Tit  Periparus ater x             

56 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus         x     

57 Great Tit  Parus major     x         

58 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis       1     3 

59 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   x     3     

60 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica x x x x x x x 

61 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum x x x x x     

62 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus x x   x x     

63 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   1 1       1 

64 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus         2     

65 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   x x x x   x 

66 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris x   x x x x x 

67 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula x x x x x x x 

68 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos x x x x x   x 

69 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   1   2 1 1 2 

70 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata     2   2+     

71 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula     x x x   x 

72 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra       2       

73 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola     1 2 2     

74 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   x x   x     

75 White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus         1     

76 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus x x x x x x x 

77 Dunnock  Prunella modularis     x   x   x 

78 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   1           

79 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba x x x x x x x 

80 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   x x x x   x 

81 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   x x         

82 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs x x x x x   x 

83 Twite  Linaria flavirostris   h           

84 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina x     x       

85 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea x x x x x     

86 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis x x x x x x x 

87 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   x x x x     

88 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus     1         

Mammals (D = road kill)               

1 European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus x x x x x x x 

2 Western European Hedgehog  Erinaceus europaeus         D     

3 Grey Seal  Halichoerus grypus   1 30+     x x 

4 Harbour Seal  Phoca vitulina   30+   x 20+ x x 

5 European Otter  Lutra lutra   4     1     

6 European Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus             D 

7 Red Deer  Cervus elaphus 1 20+ x x 30+   c10 

8 Long-finned Pilot Whale  Globicephala melas           2   
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena           6   

10 Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 1             

Butterflies                 

1 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae L.               

2 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta   x x         

3 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina   x   x x     

4 Green-veined White Pieris napi   x   x x     

5 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus     x x       

6 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui         x     

Other Taxa                 

1 Lion's Mane Jelly Fish Cyanea capillata 1000's           x 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Group Photo by Dave Pierce 

Highland Cow by Roger Buchanan Northern Fulmar by Roger Buchanan 


