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Tour participants: David Tattersfield (leader) and six clients 

 

Day 1                     Friday 13th May 
 

We assembled in the comfortable Swan Hotel, in Wells, in the early evening. After a substantial evening meal, we 

had a short introduction to the geography of the area and an outline of our plans for the next two days. To make 

the most of our short visit, we were keen to make an early start in the morning, so we retired to bed for a good 

night’s sleep. 

 

Day 2                 Saturday 14th May 
 

Most of us left at 5.00am for the 20-minute journey to the RSPB’s Ham Wall Nature Reserve. From the carpark, 

we walked eastwards along the course of the old railway, enjoying the dawn chorus of Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Reed 

Warbler and Sedge Warbler. A Song Thrush sang from a high perch, and we heard the explosive calls of Cetti’s 

Warbler and the occasional squeal of Water Rail, from deep within the reeds. Out on the water, Moorhen and 

Coot, some with young families, went quietly about their business, together with a single Garganey, a few Pochard 

and Little Grebe, and the occasional splash of a diving Tufted Duck. Every now and then, we heard the distant 

low boom of Bittern, the bird we were all most keen to see, but knew that we would need time and a measure of 

good fortune to see one. As we returned along the track, we couldn’t believe our luck, when no less than six 

Bitterns flew over heads. Well satisfied with the success of our early start, we returned to the hotel for a well-

earned breakfast. 

 

Around 9.00am, we drove to the southern part of the levels and stopped at Greylake, another RSPB reserve, with 

reedbeds and a large area of wet grazing marsh.  Lapwing wheeled overhead, a Marsh Harrier made a slow, passing 

flight and we watched a Great Egret feeding along the water’s edge, just in front of the hide. Nearby, Azure 

Damselfly danced among the reeds, and we saw our only Reed Bunting of the weekend and listened to the restless, 

hurried chatter of Sedge Warbler, just metres away. 

 

We moved on to Swell Wood, our third RSPB reserve of the morning. From the viewpoint, looking down on the 

vast expanse of West Sedgemoor, we picked out seven Common Cranes, now an emblematic bird of the levels, 

since their successful introduction, after almost 400 years of absence. Apart from Goldcrest, a flock of Long-tailed 

Tits and brief calls of Willow Warbler, the woodland was otherwise quiet, but the real highlight was the heronry, 

where we watched adult birds tending their half-grown chicks in their nests, high in the trees. 

 

After a filling pub lunch, in the King Alfred at Burrowbridge, we climbed to the top of Burrow Mump, where the 

extensive views gave us a better appreciation of the extent of this southern part of the Somerset Levels. We spent 

the rest of the afternoon, back at Ham Wall, where we enjoyed some excellent birding highlights. From the viewing 

platform we watched Great Egret and the aerial acrobatics of Marsh Harriers. A solitary Glossy Ibis appeared, 

briefly, before vanishing into the reeds, and in front of us we were surprised to find around 90 Black-tailed Godwit 

and at least six Whimbrel. Deep into the reserve, a Bittern flew low in front of the Avalon Hide, causing great 

excitement, especially for those who had not been with us in the morning. Additional records included Four-

spotted Chaser, male and female Banded Demoiselle and two Kingfishers. After a very satisfying day, we were 

back at the hotel for 6.15pm. After dinner, we completed our checklists and learned more of the fascinating history 

of the levels and the remarkable success story of the restoration of its wildlife. 
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Day 3                    Sunday 15th May  
 

Our first stop of the morning was at Westhay Moor, which is managed by Somerset Wildlife Trust. This is the 

oldest of the reserves, with large areas of mature reedbed, alder carr woodland and wet heathland. As we walked 

to the first hide, we had good views of Common Whitethroat and a party of Long-tailed Tit. Alongside the water’s 

edge, Azure Damselfly was, by far, the commonest of the Odonata but, in addition, we recorded Blue-tailed 

Damselfly, Large Red Damselfly, Four-spotted Chaser and Hairy Dragonfly. The hides were quiet, apart from the 

occasional Great Egret and Marsh Harrier but we did enjoy excellent views of Cetti’s Warbler. On the far side of 

the reserve, the air was full of House Martins and Swifts and, at last, we saw our first Hobbies, catching insects, 

high over the reeds. On the heathland, there were huge stands of Royal Fern Osmunda regalis and in the wetter parts 

of old peat diggings we found extensive patches of Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundifolia.  

 

Moving on, westwards, we made a short visit to Catcott Lows, part of a mosaic of hay-meadow, fen, wet woodland, 

and grazing-marsh. From the viewing screen and hide, we had close views of three Garganey and a Shoveler and 

watched a young family of Canada Geese. We returned through Westhay to the Avalon Marshes Centre, where we 

refueled with hot drinks and a tasty selection of food. For the remainder of the afternoon, we returned to Ham 

Wall, where 20 Garganey had joined yesterday’s birds and, from the Tor View Hide, we were privileged to watch 

a family of Great Crested Grebe. The male bird was busy catching fish and feeding his mate, who carried her fluffy 

brood of youngsters on her back. 

All too soon it was time to leave, and we returned to Wells to say our goodbyes. We all agreed it had been a most 

enjoyable and memorable weekend.  

 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species lists 

 

     May 2022 

Common name Latin name 14 15 

Birds    

Canada Goose - I Branta canadensis 6 8 

Greylag Goose Anser anser ✓ 2 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor ✓ ✓ 

Garganey Spatula querquedula 1 23 

Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata   1 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ 

Common Pochard Aythya ferina ✓ ✓ 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula ✓ ✓ 

Common Pheasant - I Phasianus colchicus ✓ ✓ 

Common Swift Apus apus ✓ ✓ 

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus H H 

Feral Pigeon Columba livia ✓ ✓ 

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ 

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus H H 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra ✓ ✓ 

Common Crane Grus grus 7   

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis ✓ ✓ 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus ✓ ✓ 

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 6   

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 30 20 

Common Redshank Tringa totanus 1   

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 1 3 

European Herring Gull Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus ✓ ✓ 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ ✓ 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 1   

Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris 7 6 

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 2 13 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ 

Great Egret Ardea alba ✓ ✓ 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta ✓   

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 8 5 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 3 9 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 2 1 
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     May 2022 

Common name Latin name 14 15 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   2 

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo   4 

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓ 

Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula ✓ ✓ 

Rook Corvus frugilegus ✓ ✓ 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓ 

Great Tit Parus major ✓ ✓ 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ 

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ 

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti H ✓ 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus ✓ ✓ 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus H   

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita ✓ ✓ 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla ✓ ✓ 

Common Whitethroat Curruca communis 1 2 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus 1   

Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 2 2 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 1 1 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ 

European Robin Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ 

Dunnock Prunella modularis   3 

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ 

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris H   

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ 

Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus ✓   

    

H = Heard only, I - Introduced    

       

Butterflies       

Peacock Inachis io ✓ ✓ 

Small White Pieris rapae ✓ ✓ 

Green-veined White Pieris napi ✓ ✓ 

Orange  Tip Anthocharis cardamines ✓ ✓ 

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni ✓ ✓ 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria ✓ ✓ 
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     May 2022 

Common name Latin name 14 15 

Dragonflies       

Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens ✓ ✓ 

Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans ✓ ✓ 

Large Red Damselfly Pyrrrhosoma nymphula  ✓ 

Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella ✓ ✓ 

Hairy Dragonfly Brachytron pratense    ✓ 

Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata ✓ ✓ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


