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Tour Leader:   Matt Hobbs 

 

Participants:   Howard Clutten   

Marilyn Clutten 

Caroline Pawlak   

Anne Latto    

Alex Siddall 

Alice Vinden   

Heather Gross   

Alison Cronin  

Day 1 Friday 11th June 

At the start of this inaugural Naturetrek tour to Pembrokeshire the group settled in to the hotel in St. David’s 

before meeting for a drink followed by dinner during which we discussed our hopes and expectations for the next 

three days. After dinner, we retired for coffee in the lounge and a few tireless souls joined the leader, Matt, for an 

evening stroll around the grounds of the magnificent cathedral situated just a minute or so walk from the hotel. We 

waited until just after sunset to try to see some of the bats for which Pembrokeshire is justifiably famous. Matt had 

some bat detectors so that we would be able to hear the bats as well as watch them in the half-light. Within minutes 

we had found both Soprano and Common Pipistrelle bats which entertained us with their spectacular acrobatics 

while feeding just inches above our heads. Everyone had a go with the bat detectors and tried tuning into the 

different frequencies the bats were producing as well as listening to their distinctive feeding buzzes, which sound 

much like those of dolphins. 

 

We then wandered down to the river where there was a blizzard of bat activity feeding on midges over the river. 

We recorded more pipistrelles as well as one or two Daubenton’s bats, which are often found feeding over or near 

water. After the walk we returned to the hotel where Matt showed some keen members of the group the sonogram 

recordings of the bat’s calls before retiring to bed. 

Day 2 Saturday 12th June 

With a busy schedule ahead, we arranged a packed breakfast for the group in order to arrive at St. Martin’s Haven 

early enough to buy tickets for the boat trip to Skomer, which cannot be pre-booked. Unfortunately, the stiff 

breeze which has sprung up overnight was enough to discourage the boats from attempting the tricky landing on 

Skomer and the day’s trips were cancelled. Taking advantage of our early start on a gloriously sunny morning we 

wandered over to a sheltered spot on Wooltack Point to have breakfast. Whilst doing so we enjoyed lovely views of 

three Choughs along the cliff edge along with Tree Pipit and Wheatear as well as watching the busy hum of activity 

from numerous auks, Shags and gulls flying back and forth over Jack Sound as well as a single late migrant 

Whimbrel. We also saw a few Puffins sitting on the sea which whetted the appetite for some closer views. Along 

the cliff edge we found many of the typical and unusual plants of this maritime climate including Thrift, Sea 

Mayweed, Kidney Vetch, Sea Carrot, Rock Sea Lavender and Buckshorn Plantain as well as Heath Milkwort, Spring 

Squill, and Wild Thyme growing in miniature in the rabbit grazed turf.  
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We then travelled to the wonderful National Nature Reserve at Stackpole where we spent the rest of the day. This 

dramatic section of limestone coast supports the pristine calcareous lily ponds at Bosherston as well as miles of 

beautiful sea cliffs, dunes, beaches and grasslands. We walked down to the lily ponds to have lunch by the bridge in 

the hope of seeing one of the two families of otters that are seen almost daily by visitors here. We never did see the 

otters but enjoyed sitting in the sunshine and eating out lunch nevertheless. We did manage to find some Emperor 

Dragonflies and Broad-bodied Chasers flying around under the bridge as well as hundreds of Common Blue and 

Blue-tailed Damselflies flitting over the extensive beds of white water lily.  

 

After lunch we made our way towards the sea along the edge of the lakes whilst listening to the rhythmic 

chuntering of Reed Warblers and relishing some excellent views of a Hobby hunting over the lakes and dune 

systems. The limestone flowers of Stackpole are justifiably famous and June is the peak season for seeing them in 

their glory. We wandered through the dunes and over the cliffs and made slow progress through the stands of 

Viper’s Bugloss, Burnet Rose, Slender Thistle, Dwarf Spurge, Pyramidal Orchids, stonecrops and Yellow Rattle in 

the dunes with an equally impressive list of plants typical of the cliff and grassland areas including Greater 

Knapweed, Squinancywort, Fairy Flax, Wild Mignonette, Dove’s Foot Cranesbill and Yellow Wort. Although we 

didn’t find any Silver-studded Blue butterflies we did find three or more Small Blues, which apparently were first 

recorded at this site in 2010 as well as Golden Ringed Dragonfly and Black-tailed Skimmer in the dunes. We 

returned to the hotel to freshen up and have dinner after a great day in the sun. 

Day 3 Sunday 13th June 

With the promise of light winds we decided to attempt the Skomer crossing again. This time the group had 

breakfast while Matt drove to pick up the tickets before picking up the group after breakfast. We arrived with 

plenty of time and watched the coming and goings of the Swallows nesting in the toilet block with amusement! The 

boat trip across was crowded but great fun with everyone in great spirits thanks to the prospect of a day at one of 

the finest seabird colonies in Europe. Our sense of anticipation was heightened by the endless squadrons of auks 

hurtling low over the water in every direction.  

 

After landing we found it hard to break away from the first few steps with Guillemots and Razorbills on every rock 

and Puffins on seemingly every inch of available space. After listening to a short talk on the island’s wildlife we 

headed slowly to the centre of the island and some picnic tables at the Old Farm. Thankfully these were undercover 

as we were soon enveloped in a June sea fret which lasted roughly as long as lunch! Soon, everything was sunshine 

and smiles again and we made our way south to the Wick and prime Puffin viewing.  

 

Although the incredible May carpet of Bluebells was going to seed, they were replaced by swathes of glorious Red 

Campion in soft pink brushstrokes across the island. We watched nesting Oystercatchers fend off the advances of a 

family of Ravens but couldn’t find any of the three pairs of nesting Short-eared Owls that often feed their chicks 

throughout  the long days of June. Feeling a little disappointed we rounded the corner to see an owl quartering just 

meters in front of us over the bracken! After disappearing for a minute it returned and showed off for another 

fifteen minutes at close range to the delighted members of our group. A short trip to the hide overlooking the mere 

produced nice views of three loitering Black-tailed Godwits. We arrived at the Wick to witness the amazing Puffin 

spectacle. There is no waiting for the rewards here. Puffins are everywhere and entirely accustomed to the well 

behaved visitors who laugh and coo in delight at the comical behaviour of these famous auks.  
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The puffins are largely oblivious and just go on about the serious business of raising a family while hoping that no-

one has left a badly positioned camera bag just in front of their nest burrow. One or two ran almost between 

people’s legs with a full beak of Sand Eels ready for their rapidly growing chicks! We watched the puffins for a 

while and soaked in the atmosphere of the sea cliffs alive with nesting Guillemots, Razorbills, Fulmars and 

Kittiwakes before sadly trudging back towards the boat and our return crossing.  

 

We returned to the hotel with plenty of time to relax before dinner. After dinner, a hardy group took to the road 

once more and headed down to Stackpole again. Stackpole is not only famous for flowers and Otters; the courtyard 

flats and various other buildings in the estate are renowned for their bats. We met our guide from the Countryside 

Council for Wales, who have been monitoring these roosts for many years, just before sunset and headed off to see 

the dusk emergence of two very special and rare bats, the Greater and Lesser Horseshoe Bats. The Stackpole roost 

is Britain’s second largest of the former species. After a short time the first Greater Horseshoe Bats appeared and 

sampled the light levels before flickering away against the walls and along the hedge where we were standing, with 

their strange warbling calls made audible through the bat detector. Shortly after Lesser Horseshoe Bats emerged out 

of their roost in the roof and shot vertically down the walls of the house, into the garden and away. In all we saw 

around 300 Horseshoe Bats and everyone agreed that it was a rather magical experience for us to share.  

Day 4 Monday 14th June 

On our final day and with the wind back up again, we had to cancel the offshore boat trip to Grassholm and the 

Smalls. However we did have a Plan B! We boarded and took off for an exciting boat trip around Ramsey Island 

for a couple of hours in the morning. Our guide for the morning was excellent and told us about the wildlife, 

history and geology of this lovely island throughout the trip. It was great fun and everyone got into the spirit of a 

rough sea boat ride with the occasional splashing in order, as we crossed Ramsey Sound and ran the white water 

gauntlet of the appropriately named channel ‘The Bitches’! We also saw lots of wildlife with Ramsey holding a 

healthy population of Grey Seal, which came to check out the boat, as well as breeding birds including Shags, 

Kittiwakes, Razorbills, Guillemots, Chough and Wheatear, in addition to the abundant wildflowers festooning the 

cliffs. 

 

After our invigorating sea adventure we just had time for a quick detour before lunch to Whitesands Bay. A couple 

of weeks before, Matt had deployed some reptile tiles (felt mats) to try to attract some of Pembrokeshire’s 

numerous reptiles. We did a tour of the tiles but sadly only found a single Common Lizard. However we did see 

several small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries and a number of Marsh Orchids (unidentified to species). 

 

After a pleasant lunch at a pub in St. Davids some of the group decided to head off while the rest opted for an 

afternoon walk at Dowrog Common close to the town. Dowrog is a lovely area of wet and dry heathland with 

numerous pools and fen. We did a circular walk of a couple of miles and managed to see a good range of very 

different plants and insects. The heath was covered with Western Gorse, heathers and Purple Moor Grass and we 

managed to see a number of rare and specialist plants including Marsh Cinquefoil, Bogbean, Wavy St. John’s Wort, 

Yellow Sedge, Bog Asphodel and numerous Marsh and Heath Spotted Orchids, although we didn’t find any Lesser 

Butterfly Orchids. The dragonflies were of particular interest too with the following species seen: Small Red 

Damselfly, Hairy Dragonfly, Four-spotted Chaser, Azure Damselfly and Banded Demoiselle. We also found some 

freshly used Badger setts to add a mammalian dimension to the day. We returned to the hotel at around 4pm and 

said our goodbyes at the end of a memorable trip. 
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Species Lists 

Birds    ( = recorded but not counted) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 

1 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis      

2 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus   dead     

3 Gannet Morus bassanus       

4 Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo   10   4 

5 Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis       15 

6 Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea   2   2 

7 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   15     

8 Canada Goose   Branta canadensis     10   

9 Mallard   Anas platyrhynchos      

10 Buzzard   Buteo buteo      

11 Sparrowhawk   Accipiter nisus   1     

12 Hobby Falco subbuteo   1     

13 Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus   2 1   

14 Pheasant   Phasianus colchicus        

15 Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus        

16 Coot   Fulica atra        

17 Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus      

18 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus     2   

19 Curlew Numenius arquata        

20 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus   1     

21 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa     3   

22 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus      

23 Herring Gull   Larus argentatus      

24 Lesser Black-backed Gull   Larus fuscus      

25 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus      

26 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla      

27 Puffin Fratercula arctica       

28 Guillemot  Uria aalge      

29 Razorbill Alca torda      

30 Wood Pigeon   Columba palumbus      

31 Collared Dove   Streptopelia decaocto      

32 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   1   1 

33 Tawny Owl   Strix aluco     1   

34 Short-eared Owl   Asio flammeus     1   

35 Little Owl   Athene noctua     1   

36 Swift Apus apus     

37 Green Woodpecker   Picus viridis   1     

38 Great Spotted Woodpecker   Dendrocopos major   2     

39 Skylark   Alauda arvensis      

40 Barn swallow Hirundo rustica      

41 House Martin Delichon urbica      

42 Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus      

43 Meadow Pipit   Anthus pratensis      

44 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   2     

45 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii      

46 Wren   Troglodytes troglodytes      

47 Dunnock   Prunella modularis      
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 

48 Robin   Erithacus rubecula      

49 Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   1 1   

50 Stonechat Saxicola  rubicola   2     

51 Song Thrush   Turdus philomelos   2     

52 Blackbird   Turdus merula      

53 Whitethroat Sylvia communis      

54 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus       3 

55 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus   5     

56 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   2   2 

57 Chiffchaff   Phylloscopus collybita 1 2     

58 Goldcrest   Regulus regulus   1     

59 Great Tit   Parus major        

60 Blue Tit   Cyanistes caeruleus       

61 Long-tailed Tit   Aegithalos caudatus        

62 Nuthatch   Sitta europaea   1     

63 Magpie   Pica pica      

64 Jay   Garrulus glandarius   1     

65 Jackdaw   Corvus monedula      

66 Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax   3   3 

67 Rook   Corvus frugilegus       

68 Carrion Crow   Corvus corone      

69 Raven   Corvus corax   3     

70 Starling   Sturnus vulgaris      

71 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus      

72 Chaffinch   Fringilla coelebs      

73 Linnet   Acanthis cannabina      

74 Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis      

75 Greenfinch   Carduelis chloris      

76 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula       1 

77 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella      

Mammals           

1 Greater horseshoe bat  Rhinolophus ferrumequinum     200+   

2 Lesser horseshoe bat Rhinolophus hipposideros     100+   

3 Daubenton's bat  Myotis daubentonii        

4 Noctule Nyctalus noctula     1   

5 Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus       

6 Soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus       

7 Badger Meles meles   tracks   setts 

8 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus       20 

Butterflies           

1 Small White  Artogeia rapae       

2 Small Blue Cupido minimus   4     

3 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus   25   10 

4 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta   1   1 

5 Small Tortoiseshell Aglias urticae   1     

6 Comma Butterfly Polygonum c-album       1 

7 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Clossiana selene       3 

8 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina      
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 

9 Small Heath Ceononympha pamphilus      

10 Speckled Wood Parare aegeria aegeria      

11 Wall Brown Lassiommata megera      

12 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus   3   5 

Dragonflies           

1 Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo       1 

2 Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens       1 

3 Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula   1   2 

4 Small Red Damselfly Ceriagrion tenellum       1 

5 Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella   2   3 

6 Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum       

7 Blue-tailed Damselfly Inchnura elegans       

8 Hairy Dragonfly Brachytron pratense       5 

9 Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator   15   2 

10 Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii   1     

11 Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata        

12 Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa   2     

13 Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum   1     

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

