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Tour participants – Greg Wildsmith (Leader) with five Naturetrek clients. 

 

Day 1                       Friday 21st May 

Oban to Arinagour and island orientation 

An early start at the hotel in Oban to catch the ferry to Coll saw a sleepy group of Naturetrekers on the quayside 

soon after 5am.  We were greeted by a chorus-line of 22 red-booted Black Guillemots on the pavement outside 

the hotel, as we bade farewell to Carrion Crows and Jackdaws (neither of which occur on Coll).  A stocky male 

Peregrine terrorised the Wood Pigeons above the town.  The crossing was rough and occasionally showery but 

most of our intrepid band stuck it out on the open-air deck, though with scant reward: Gannets, Kittiwakes, 

Manx Shearwaters, a few distant auks (including four Puffins) and the briefly-glimpsed dorsal fin of a passing 

dolphin were the best the sea had to offer. More unusual was a flight of six Canada Geese low over the water 

heading from Mull to the Morvern peninsula. 

On arriving at the new pier in Arinagour, with its welcoming arch of Fin Whale jaw bones, we made our way up 

through the village to get our bearings, with the large sea-loch Loch Eatharna along the length of the village to 

the east and the Lodge plantation (one of the few areas of mature woodland on the island) marking the village 

limits to the west. The ubiquitous Cuckoo and Willow Warbler were there to greet us, and Hooded Crows and 

Ravens eyed us suspiciously as we walked around.  A bizarre discovery was of a drowned Lesser Redpoll in a 

bucket of water – a tiny but exquisite male with red crown and red breast and even some pink on its rump 

reminiscent of its close relative the Twite.  

After a splendid lunch at the impressive Coll Hotel, and a short time spent checking in at Tigh-na-Mara, our 

accommodation for the week, we set off in the minibus (suitably masked and socially distanced) for a tour of the 

island’s 15 miles of single-track road, from the rolling sand dunes in the west to the miles of boggy, loch-

speckled moorland in the east, and never very far from the rocky shore or sandy beaches of the coastline.  We 

saw what was to become a daily staple: a stunning male Hen Harrier, which was soon followed by a fly-over 

Arctic Skua. The RSPB reserve at Totronald provided us with our first blast of a rasping Corncrake but, in the 

strong wind, views eluded us.  By contrast the Brown Hares were revelling in the wind. A group of three came 

into view and at once two of them rose onto their hind legs and started boxing – real fisticuffs.  What a special 

moment! We dived for cameras and bins but the two dropped down behind a hummock and were lost to our 

view.  On our return to the village a Sparrowhawk (a female) crossed the road in front of us, an unusual spring 

migrant on Coll.  

Back in the village, the sea loch was now busy: with a party of three Eider drakes, a Common Sandpiper 

chittering away, 20 or more Common Seals and a movement of Arctic Terns. 

 

Day 2                 Saturday 22nd May  

Arinagour then Killunaig to Loch à Mhill Aird 

A cold and blowy morning gave us the chance to visit the local market and gift shop before a short walk around 

the village.  The Eider drakes on the loch had been joined overnight by a couple of females and a small party of 
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scruffy-looking Red-breasted Mergansers soon drifted into view. The Arctic Terns looked to have settled on one 

of the rocky outcrops and a (living) Lesser Redpoll flew around our heads buzzing and swee-ing. Fairy Foxglove 

naturalised on a garden wall gave a lovely display and hints of the floristic delights to come.   

We then drove out to the old chapel and graveyard at Killunaig for a picnic in the sun before heading up onto 

the peaty moorlands towards one of Coll’s many lochs.  At first we made slow progress, distracted by the wild 

flowers on the stony track: the insectivorous Common Butterwort, Heath Milkwort, Wild Thyme and Dog 

Violets. We soon got into our stride and, on the tops, we were enchanted by a tiny forest of Mountain 

Everlasting flower spikes and a flurry of Early Purple Orchids, while our intrepid leader hared off across the 

heather in pursuit of a Common Heath moth.  Three species of wood-rush (Luzula spp) enabled some nerdy 

analysis of contrasting flower arrangements: the Heath Wood-rush with its compact flower head, the familiar 

Field Wood-rush with droopy florets in clusters, and the Hairy Wood-rush with each individual flower on a 

separate pedicel.   

We spent some time discussing the origins of the ‘otter thrones’, large grassy mounds which sit atop several of 

the low hills, each seemingly fertilised by pellets, droppings and the remnants of shell-fish.  The circling Great 

Black-backed Gulls gave us a clue as to who may be responsible… A ‘stone-shelter’ (an overhanging rock with a 

low wall in front of it) led to further discussion about how to distinguish natural from human, and recent from 

ancient, features in the landscape on an island which, as the frequent cairn burials, lazy beds, stone walls and 

ruins of small buildings indicate, has seen high levels of human activity over millennia.   

By this stage the loch beckoned and we headed off down to the water’s edge where rosettes of Water Lobelia 

and the unassuming but very rare Pipewort soon revealed themselves. On the far bank, some low Rowan bushes 

were sheltering Bluebells, Honeysuckle and a good showing of Royal Fern.  

We retraced our steps and were soon back at the minibus. In conversation it became evident that there was one 

mammal that everyone was keen to see – the Eurasian Otter.  Our tour leader explained that although it is a 

common species on Coll, and he had seen several over recent weeks, they never appear when he is actively 

looking for them - he just chances upon them when least expected.  So the trick to seeing one is not to admit 

that Otter is what you’re looking for! Over the course of the week this idea developed into a full-blown 

superstition – with the ‘O’ word never being mentioned but people obliquely referring to the ‘Scottish mammal’ 

(in emulation of theatrical references to ‘the Scottish play’!)   

Even with these precautions, we didn’t see one, until the very end of the week when a couple of the group 

chanced upon a very confiding individual on the Oban esplanade! 

 

Day 3                   Sunday 23rd May 

RSPB Reserve at Totronald  

Today we were back at the RSPB Totronald reserve for a Corncrake vigil. Despite the dreich weather (that is, 

cold and wet), we sat on the viewing platform and soon a Corncrake was calling close by.  After a couple of 

tantalising glimpses, one male bird made a purposeful crossing of the reserve on foot, often fully in the open and 

providing everyone with good views. It’s true, this really is the best place in Britain to see Corncrakes. Some of 

us took a detour via the pair of standing stones known as the Tellers of Tales. We later wondered whether the 

two members of the group who had stayed behind might share that name, as they told how, while we were gone, 
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a Corncrake had called from the verge and then flown down the lane in front of them.  An unforgettable 

experience! 

With Corncrake ticked off, we next headed into the machair where banks of pale Primroses and golden Bird’s-

foot Trefoil were outclassed by the bold but delicate white flowers of the Mossy Saxifrage growing in abundance 

on the rocky calcretions in the dunes.  As the weather set in, we pressed on and ascended onto a moorland 

promontory where carpets of the tiny Flea Sedge and the aptly named Carnation Sedge (for its carnation-like 

leaves) greeted us. In the next moment we were among a patch of Early Purple Orchids – with, unusually for 

those more familiar with them on the mainland, unspotted leaves and not a tree in sight.  A party of Little Terns 

screeched overhead while we hunkered down for a wet picnic, our discomfort alleviated a little by the hasty 

construction of some makeshift benches from drift wood.  Some Dunlin and Ringed Plover, and our first 

Whimbrel of the tour, flew about as we decided that we’d had a successful day so far and could afford to retreat 

to the comfort of the lodging to get our lists up to date in the dry.  

 

Day 4                   Monday 24th May 

Crossapol RSPB reserve and Port na Luing, then Caolas an Eilean 

Today saw us driven to a new part of the island, to the foot of a huge set of sand-dunes which rear up out of the 

Castle Plain.  Ringed Plover, Dunlin and a couple of summer plumage Sanderlings were busily filling their 

stomachs in a recently ploughed field before they headed further north on their spring migration. We donned 

rucksacks and waterproofs and went south, down past another ancient (though this time nameless) standing 

stone to the vast beach at Crossapol. On the way we saw Wood Burdock and Common Stork’s-bill along the 

sandy track and sections through the dunes revealed how Marram Grass and Sand Sedge perform their role of 

stabilising the mobile sand. As a result, other plants, such as Kidney Vetch and the two species of Cerastium (Sea 

Mouse-ear and Common Mouse-ear which we were able to compare and contrast), can get established. On the 

beach we saw the first stirrings of Sea Rocket and two Oraches (Babbington’s and Frosted) which will come to 

dominate the upper beach later in the summer. 

A short walk across the beach and up into the dunes led us to the C19th MacLean family mausoleum, collapsing 

Ozymandias-like into the dunes.  The structure is home to a variety of plants: a wall of Black Spleenwort, a 

species of mortar-loving Dandelion (which we didn’t use to concoct a rudimentary drink with the earlier 

burdock) and Common Scurvy-grass (growing lush and large, in contrast to the teeny-tiny forms of it that we 

had seen on the heavily-grazed saltmarshes).   

The circuit round via Port na Luing gave us Spring Squill, more Mountain Everlasting and our first Ragged 

Robin of the year in flower. On the bird front, breeding Redshank and Lapwing on the drained loch, were 

accompanied by a pair of somewhat inactive Snow Geese, another flighty party of Whimbrel and more calling 

Corncrake. But best of all was a pair of Twite dustbathing on the sandy track as we returned to the car park – 

and then a second pair appeared in the field where we had been watching the waders at the start of the day.    

As the rain had been falling steadily for a while now, we decided to return to our lodgings for refreshments 

before heading out again when the rain had cleared. This second walk of the day took us down to Caolas where 

we found Hare’s-tail Cotton-grass, whose single plump and erect tuft of cotton was a striking contrast to the 

smaller droopy fruits of the more widespread Common Cotton-grass. We also saw our first Crowberry, Bilberry 



The Isle of Coll in Summer Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek   July 21 
 

and Deer Grass here.  The location of the young leaves of a Hemp-nettle plant was noted for a return visit later 

in the season, when its identity would be determined by examination of its flowers.   

Resting on a bank of heather, we scanned the bay before us, watched in turn by a suspicious Rock Pipit.  The 

shoreline sea-ducks were in evidence with two pairs of Shelduck, a male Eider and a couple of Red-breasted 

Mergansers, joined by an unseasonal pair of flighty Common Teal. The Common Seals looking on were 

unimpressed. Meanwhile, out to sea, Arctic Skua, Great Skua and Great Northern Diver were added to the day’s 

list.  

 

Day 5                  Tuesday 25th May 

Beinn Feall and Feall Bay area 

Today we returned to Crossapol, but this time we headed up into the machair.  A steep climb up the dune-front 

led us to a world of Marram Grass where, at first, the only other plant was an unusual prehistoric relict: Mackay’s 

Horsetail.  This plant is a hybrid of two species of horsetail, neither of which occurs on Coll, leading us to the 

obvious but unanswered question: what is it doing here? As we walked further the species count began to rack-

up as Wild Thyme, Primrose, Bloody Crane’s-bill, Hairy Rock-cress, Wild Carrot and Thyme-leaved Sandwort all 

appeared.  Among them grew one of the unusual foliose Dog Lichens of the genus Peltigera. 

A quick break for tea and cakes, and we were off again towards Beinn Feall. A pair of Shoveler flew past, 

disturbed from a shallow pool and, as we went up the hill, we were soon greeted by a noisy Peregrine Falcon, 

terrorising every other bird which dared take to the sky.  Those brave enough to try included Fulmar, Shag, Rock 

Dove and Great Skua. A drift of Early Purple Orchids brightened the scene and we also found numerous otter 

signs up here (though no sight of the beast itself). The memorial to Kenneth Cameron, the Last Laird of Coll, is 

a stone seat just below the chambered cairn on top of the hill and gives commanding views across the Castle 

Plain. The weather was improving as Small Heath and Green-veined White butterflies were finally on the wing.  

The return through the dunes took us past some dune-slacks where hundreds of Early Marsh Orchids (of the 

coccinea variety) were just coming into flower. What a spectacle! 

The return journey offered us both Buzzard and Hen Harrier and a small trip of Golden Plover.  

 

Day 6                     Wednesday 26th May 

Boat trip to the Treshnish Isles and a coastal walk at Killunaig 

After a hearty breakfast, we walked the short distance to the Middle Pier where we were greeted by John our 

skipper for the morning.  A careful climb down the recently de-weeded stone steps, a flurry of life jackets and 

stowed rucksacks, and we were off.  A large pod of Common Dolphins greeted us as soon as we left the shelter 

of the sea loch. Our skipper slowed the boat and the dolphins came to join us, leaping and dancing on the water, 

racing the boat and riding the bow waves until, perhaps, their lunch beckoned and they turned to move north.  

What a spectacle!  John explained that the pod we encountered comprised about 70 dolphins, the larger ones 

that joined us first being males and the later arrivals (which included some smaller animals) being females 

escorting juveniles.   
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The Isle of Lunga is a showcase of volcanic must-sees and a treasure trove of ornithological delights and to visit 

it is a humbling privilege. On arrival, we scrambled onto the rocks and headed up onto the clifftops, where half a 

dozen Puffins were paying us no attention despite our rapturous adoration of them. Lunga and the seas around it 

support several thousand breeding Puffins.  Today the females were mostly hunkered down in their burrows 

incubating eggs while the males were out at sea in huge rafts close to the shore. They will return this evening 

with food for their mates but when the ‘pufflings’ hatch out in a few weeks it’ll be all hands on deck with fishing 

and feeding duties.  A short walk further along the cliff top takes you past nervous-looking Shags with nests 

among the boulders, while Great Skuas, Great Black-backed Gulls and Ravens patrol the skies in search of an 

easy meal.   

The pinnacle of the Lunga experience (in both senses) is hit when we reach Harp Rock – a huge sea stack 

festooned in sea birds like a giant block of flats: Kittiwakes in the lower floors, Fulmars and Razorbills on the 

upper stories and Common Guillemots filling every gap in between.  The Puffins’ rooftop burrows represent the 

penthouse apartments. Not only is this a feast for the eyes, but very quickly the other senses come into play as 

we are assailed by the sounds and smells of a sea bird colony in full swing.  Too soon we were back down in the 

boat and heading back to Coll, but not without the final intrigue of a trip around the most easterly of the 

Treshnish Isles, Cairn na Burgh Beag and Cairn na Burgh Mòr – with remarkable sea arches and C18th military 

fortifications associated with the suppression of the Jacobite rebellion. Here a couple of Grey Seals came to join 

us providing a useful comparison with the more frequent Common Seals we’d been watching in Loch Eatharna 

on Coll.  

In the afternoon, we headed back out to enjoy some more of Coll’s delights in the Killunaig area.  The ruin of 

the C15th chapel here is adorned with Maidenhair Spleenwort and Hart’s-tongue Fern and a field full of gone-

over daffodils provides a reminder of a previous short-lived attempt at economic diversification which saw teams 

of ‘bulb girls’ descend on Coll in the late 1950s.  From here we headed down to the shore line where a huge 

glacial boulder field dominates the proto-saltmarsh. We next located another striking geological feature in the 

form of a two-metre wide basalt dyke running through the Lewisian gneiss down to the sea. Known as the 

Queen’s Staircase this feature is made even more interesting by ‘the well of the king’s daughter’, a large natural 

hollow in the basalt about a metre deep which for generations has been treated as a wishing well; evidence of 

which was present in the surrounding rocks where green oxidising coins were thrust into every crevice. Here we 

enjoyed excellent views of Ruddy Turnstones – living up to their names in their smart breeding plumage, still en 

route north to their breeding grounds.  

Next we headed into the machair where we were shown the four upright stones of a striking and remarkably 

well-preserved Bronze Age cist burial site.  All around us today’s warmer weather and sunshine had encouraged 

the beetles to emerge, with metallic green flower beetles (of the genus Cryptocephalus) busy copulating on every 

buttercup flower. Here we also saw a shiny black Dor Beetle (with iridescent deep-purple undersides) and 

numerous bronze and green Garden Chafers scurrying around.  To complete the insect interest, one of the group 

found the tiny pill-like pupal case of a solitary bee which appeared to have successfully hatched. What we didn’t 

find was any sign of the Short-necked Oil Beetles for which Coll is famed.  But if we’d cleaned up completely, 

there’d be no reason to come back!  
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Day 7                 Thursday 27th May 

Arinagour, Rubha Mor and Ben Hogh 

Our last day dawned still and warm so a pre-breakfast walk to the Lodge plantation for some local songsters was 

in order.  The ducks were busy again on the sea loch – with Eider, Red-breasted Merganser, Mallard and 

Shelduck.  A family group of Greenfinch was a welcome sighting on the edge of the village (never a common 

bird on Coll), followed by Goldfinch, Lesser Redpoll, Linnet, Dunnock, Blackbird and Chaffinch all in good 

voice.  A Collared Dove sang its ‘bored football fan’ chant and the brief excitement of another Corncrake was 

disappointingly dashed when we realised it was in fact just the creaky boot of one of the group!  Finally the 

squeaky song of a Goldcrest entertained us before we returned for breakfast and the great bag pack.   

The rest of the morning was spent at Rubha Mor, the cliffs which overlook the wreck of the Nevada. Here, in 

1942, Coll enjoyed its very own ‘Whisky Galore!’ moment as locals dodged the salvage team and the excise man 

to supplement their thinning supplies of shoes, fabrics, cigarettes and, of course, whisky from the wreck’s hold – 

allegedly! We were here for more honourable reasons – a spot of sea-watching.  The early morning cloud had 

lifted and despite the northerly breeze it was positively warm. Arctic Terns and Gannets were feeding just 

offshore. Further out a huge pod of Common Dolphins (perhaps the same group as yesterday having come 

round the island?) were in a frenzy of fast swimming, and acrobatic splashing and leaping, having clearly 

connected with a substantial shoal of something delectable.  They were too far away for decent photos but the 

area of sea in which they were active was vast.  

The walk to the cliffs produced some lovely flowers: more Mountain Everlasting, Heath Spotted Orchids and 

Common Lousewort, and also an interesting moth pair: the striking black and red Cinnabar moth (without 

whose caterpillar no ragwort plant is complete) and the pupa of its ‘look-alike’ mimic, the Six-spot Burnet moth.  

On the return trip, we disturbed a party of four Whimbrel which flew off with their distinctive trilling call.  And, 

finally, our indefatigable leader was thrust the photo of a nondescript rosette of leaves which he confidently (and 

as it happens correctly) identified as Common Centaury – its delightful pink flowers will emerge in the coming 

weeks for future Naturetrek tour groups to enjoy.   

After a leisurely picnic, we then travelled down the island to Ben Hogh where the group split – some elected for 

tea and fresh scones on the veranda of our tour leader’s cottage, while the rest sallied forth to the highest point 

on the island – some 104m above sea level (oxygen was not required!) The walk was a good stretch out and a 

useful chance to remind ourselves of some of the plants of moorland and bog which we’d seen earlier in the 

week (including an early-flowering Bell Heather – a hint of colourful delights to come). Some new species 

(including Bottle Sedge and Marsh Cinquefoil) also revealed themselves to the hardy walkers, who also managed 

a cream tea themselves, before we all had to head for the ferry and the return to Oban, and various places 

beyond.   

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
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Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓ = recorded but not counted; + = approximate count; h = heard only) 

      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

1 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis         ✓ ✓   

3 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus ✓           ✓ 

4 Gannet Morus bassanus ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

5 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

6 European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 Snow Goose Anser caerulescens       2+1       

9 Greylag Goose Anser anser ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

10 Canada Goose Branta canadensis ✓     ✓       

11 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

12 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata         2     

13 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca       2       

15 Common Eider Somateria mollissima ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

16 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

17 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

18 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   ✓     ✓   ✓ 

19 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus ✓             

20 Peregrine Falco peregrinus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

21 Corncrake Crex crex ✓   ✓ ✓       

22 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus             ✓ 

23 Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

24 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

25 Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria         4     

26 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

27 Sanderling Calidris alba       2       

28 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres           2   

29 Dunlin Calidris alpina     4 20 ✓ ✓   
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      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

30 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓ 

31 Common Redshank Tringa totanus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

32 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus     1 1+5     4 

33 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago     ✓         

34 Great Skua Stercorarius skua       ✓ ✓ ✓   

35 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus ✓     ✓   ✓   

36 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 4 (Tiree)             

37 Common Gull Larus canus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

38 Herring Gull Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

39 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

40 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla ✓        ✓ ✓ 

42 Little Tern Sternula albifrons     15 pairs         

43 Common Tern Sterna hirundo ✓             

44 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

45 Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica ✓         ✓   

46 Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle ✓         ✓ ✓ 

47 Common Guillemot Uria aalge ✓         ✓   

48 Razorbill Alca torda           ✓   

49 Rock Dove Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

50 Common Woodpigeon Columba palumbus ✓             

51 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

52 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

53 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

54 Sand Martin Riparia riparia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

55 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

57 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

58 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

59 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

60 Dunnock Prunella modularis         ✓   ✓ 

61 European Robin Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓ 
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      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

62 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

63 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

64 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos ✓ ✓   ✓       

65 Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓       ✓   ✓ 

66 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 Goldcrest Regulus regulus             ✓ 

68 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Common Raven Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

70 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

71 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

72 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓         ✓ 

73 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Twite Linaria flavirostris       2+2   2   

75 Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 

76 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ 

77 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris             ✓ 

 

 
 
 
 
Other Vertebrates 
 

      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

 Mammals                 

1 European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus ✓             

2 Brown Hare  Lepus europaeus ✓     ✓       

3 European Otter  Lutra lutra         spraint     

4 Harbour Seal  Phoca vitulina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

5 Grey Seal  Halichoerus grypus           ✓   

6 Common Dolphin Delphinus delphus           x70 ✓ 
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7 Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena   ✓           

8 Dolphin sp   ✓ ✓           

                   

 Amphibians and Reptiles                 

1 Viviparous Lizard Zootoca vivipara   ✓           

 
 

Insects 

      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

1 Moss Carder Bee Bombus muscorum         1     

                    

2 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Green-veined White Pieris napi         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

                    

4 Common Heath (moth) Ematurga atomaria   ✓       ✓   

5 Cinnabar Moth Tyria jacobaeae             ✓ 

6 Six-spot Burnet (moth) Zygana filipendulae             ✓ 

                    

7 Dor Beetle Geotrupes stercorarius         ✓ ✓   

8 A case-bearing leaf beetle Cryptocephalus sp           ✓   

9 Garden Chafer Phyllopertha horticola         ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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Plants 
 

  Scientific Name Common Name 

Frequency 
(R=rare, O=occasional, 

F=frequent, A=abundant) 

        

1 Achillea millefolium Yarrow O 

2 Anthyllis vulneraria Kidney Vetch O 

3 Arabis hirsuta Hairy Rock-cress O 

4 Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort O 

5 Arctium nemorosum Wood Burdock O 

6 Bellis perennis Daisy A 

7 Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower O 

8 Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O 

9 Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury O 

10 Cerastium diffusum Sea Mouse-ear F 

11 Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O 

12 Daucus carota Wild Carrot F 

13 Erodium cicutarium Stork's-bill O 

14 Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw F 

15 Geranium sanguineum Bloody Crane's-bill A 

16 Hypochaeris radicata Common Cat's-ear O 

17 Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchlng O 

18 Lotus corniculatus Bird's-foot Trefoil A 

19 Plantago coronopus Buck's-horn Plantain O 

20 Polygala vulgaris Common Milkwort F 

21 Potentilla anserina Silverweed A 

22 Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup A 

23 Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup A 

24 Rhinanthus minor Yellow-rattle F 

25 Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel O 

26 Saxifraga hypnoides Mossy Saxifrage F 

27 Thalictrum minus Lesser Meadow-rue F 

28 Ammophila arenaria Marram Grass A 
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  Scientific Name Common Name 

Frequency 
(R=rare, O=occasional, 

F=frequent, A=abundant) 

29 Carex arenaria Sand Sedge A 

30 Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge A 

31 Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail A 

32 Equisetum palustris Marsh Horsetail F 

33 Equisetum x trachyodon Mackay's Horsetail F 

34 Peltigera sp Dog Lichen R 

35 Achillea ptarmica Sneezewort O 

36 Anagallis tenella Bog Pimpernel O 

37 Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica F 

38 Antennaria dioica Mountain Everlasting F 

39 Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Bearberry R 

40 Calluna vulgaris Ling Heather A 

41 Caltha palustris Marsh Marigold F 

42 Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle F 

43 Conopodium majus Pignut R 

44 Dactylorhiza incarnata var coccinea Hebridean Early Marsh Orchid O 

45 Dactylorhiza incarnata var incarnata Early Marsh Orchid O 

46 Dactylorhiza maculata Heath Spotted Orchid A 

47 Drosera rotundifolia Round-leaved Sundew F 

48 Empetrum nigrum Crowberry R 

49 Erica cinerea Bell Heather A 

50 Erica tetralix Cross-leaved Heath A 

51 Eriocaulon aquaticum Pipewort R 

52 Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet O 

53 Juniperus communis Common Juniper R 

54 Galeopsis sp Hemp-nettle sp R 

55 Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort F 

56 Hypericum elodes Marsh St John's-wort R 

57 Iris pseudacorus Yellow Flag Iris F 

58 Lobelia dortmanna Water Lobelia R 

59 Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged Robin R 
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  Scientific Name Common Name 

Frequency 
(R=rare, O=occasional, 

F=frequent, A=abundant) 

60 Mentha aquatica Water Mint O 

61 Menyanthes trifoliata Bogbean F 

62 Myrica gale Bog Myrtle F 

63 Nymphaea alba White Water Lily F 

64 Orchis mascula Early Purple Orchid R 

65 Pedicularis palustris Marsh Lousewort O 

66 Pedicularis sylvatica Common Lousewort F 

67 Pinguicula vulgaris Common Butterwort F 

68 Polygala serpyllifolia Heath Milkwort F 

69 Potamogeton gramineus Various-leaved Pondweed F 

70 Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed F 

71 Potentilla erecta Tormentil A 

72 Potentilla palustris Marsh Cinquefoil R 

73 Ranunculus flammula Lesser Spearwort O 

74 Salix repens Creeping Willow O 

75 Scilla verna Sea Squill R 

76 Sedum anglicum English Stonecrop O 

77 Senecio aquaticus Marsh Ragwort O 

78 Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit Scabious F 

79 Thymus polytrichus Wild Thyme F 

80 Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry R 

81 Viola riviniana Common Dog Violet F 

82 Aira praecox Early Hair-grass R 

83 Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal Grass A 

84 Athyrium filix-femina Lady Fern F 

85 Blechnum spicant Hard Fern F 

86 Carex rostrata Bottle Sedge R 

87 Carex nigra Common Sedge F 

88 Carex panicea Carnation Sedge F 

89 Carex pulicaris Flea Sedge O 

90 Eriophorum angustifolium Common Cotton-grass A 
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  Scientific Name Common Name 

Frequency 
(R=rare, O=occasional, 

F=frequent, A=abundant) 

91 Eriophorum vaginatum Hare's-tail Cotton-grass O 

92 Juncus effusus Soft Rush F 

93 Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush F 

94 Luzula multiflora Heath Wood-rush O 

95 Luzula pilosa Hairy Wood-rush O 

96 Molinia purpurea Purple Moorgrass A 

97 Osmunda regalis Royal Fern R 

98 Phragmites australis Common Reed O 

99 Sphagnum spp   A 

100 Trichophorum cespitosum Deergrass F 

101 Betula pubescens Downy Birch R 

102 Hedera helix Ivy R 

103 Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell O 

104 Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O 

105 Oxalis acetosella Wood Sorrel R 

106 Populus tremula Aspen R 

107 Primula vulgaris Primrose F 

108 Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celandine O 

109 Salix aurita Eared Willow F 

110 Sorbus aucuparia Rowan R 

111 Asplenium  adiantum-nigrum Black Spleenwort O 

112 Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort O 

113 Polypodium vulgare Common Polypody R 

114 Armeria maritima Thrift A 

115 Atriplex glabriuscula Babington's Orache O 

116 Atriplex laciniata Frosted Orache O 

117 Cakile maritima Sea Rocket R 

118 Cochlearia officinalis Common Scurvygrass F 

119 Glaux maritima Sea Milkwort O 

120 Plantago maritima Sea Plantain R 

121 Sedum rosea Roseroot R 
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  Scientific Name Common Name 

Frequency 
(R=rare, O=occasional, 

F=frequent, A=abundant) 

122 Silene uniflora Sea Campion O 

123 Triglochin maritimum Sea Arrow-grass R 

124 Tripleurospermum maritimum Sea Mayweed O 

125 Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O 

126 Erinus alpinus Fairy Foxglove R 

127 Narcissus pseudonarcissus Daffodil O 

128 Phacelia tanacetifolia Scorpion Weed O 

129 Rosa pimpinellifolia Burnet Rose R 

130 Rumex crispus Curled Dock R 

131 Silene dioica Red Campion R 

132 Trifolium repens White Clover O 

133 Trifolium pratense Red Clover O 

134 Phyllitis scolopendrium  Hart's-tongue Fern O 

135 Pteridium aquilinum Bracken F 

 


