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Tour participants – Greg Wildsmith (Leader) with five Naturetrek clients. 

 

Summary 
 

A great week in the Inner Hebrides with an engaging and enthusiastic Naturetrek group.  We had the usual mix 

of island weather, with some sunny days and some wet and windy ones too.  We managed 72 species of bird, 

including a golden five minutes when Great Skua, Arctic Skua, Hen Harrier and Red-throated Diver were 

queuing up for our attention. The day trip to Lunga was the highlight of the week for many: the sights, sounds 

(and smells!) of a seabird colony in full swing certainly are something to experience; and it was a genuine 

privilege to spend time at close quarters with the untroubled Puffins.   

 

The rich mix of habitats on Coll once again produced an outstanding array of wildflowers with over 160 species 

recorded during the week. We managed an amazing eight different species of orchid (including the glorious var. 

coccinea form of the Early Marsh Orchid, the bubble-gum pink of the Pyramidal Orchid and the unassuming 

Frog Orchid). Our beach-combing produced furry Sea Potatoes, a wreck of Moon Jellyfish, several uprooted 

specimens of Common Eel-grass, and a gruesome dead Gannet.   

 

On one evening, the moth trap delivered 11 species of night-flying moths; of most interest among these were 

Dusky Brocade, Grey Scalloped Bar and Clouded-bordered Brindle. Meanwhile in the field, we encountered day-

flying lepidoptera such as Dark Green Fritillary, Six-spot Burnet and the delightful Yellow-shell.  On our walks, 

we explored some of the archaeological wonders of Coll including cairns, chambered cairns and a cist burial.   

 

Finally, the ferry journeys are always an integral part of this trip and, as well as an array of seabirds, we were able 

to add both Bottlenose Dolphin and Harbour Porpoise to our weekly list. 

   

Day 1                  Monday 21st June 

Oban to Arinagour Ferry and island orientation 

It was an early start in Oban as we boarded the ferry to Coll, but not too early for the gaggle of Black Guillemots 

fishing in the harbour.  There was a cool northerly breeze blowing, which necessitated gloves and woolly hats 

even on the longest day of the year, but most of the group braved it on deck to watch the passing wildlife.  

Arctic Terns, Great Black-backed Gulls and the occasional Common Seal were evident in the Sound of Mull, and 

at one point we passed a small party of Harbour Porpoise.  Later, a pod of Bottlenose Dolphins made as if to 

race the ferry but thought better of it and headed quickly away, enabling only brief glimpses rather than any kind 

of extended encounter.   

On disembarking at Coll, beneath the arch of a Fin Whale’s jaw bones, we had a short walk along the coast to 

familiarise ourselves with some of Coll’s typical moorland flora: Bog Myrtle, Eared Willow, Creeping Willow, 

Ling Heather, Bell Heather, Tormentil and the seemingly ubiquitous Heath Spotted Orchid. We also saw some 

less common species including Hare’s-tail Cotton-grass, Common Cow-wheat and Honeysuckle.  From here we 

headed up into the village of Arinagour (Coll’s main settlement) where we traced the modernization of its 

maritime infrastructure in the form of three piers of increasing size and diminishing character down the length of 

the sea-loch.   
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A walk from the impressive modern community centre to the Lodge Plantation provided further interest. A male 

Lesser Redpoll perched in an Alder and turned to look at us, revealing his splendid scarlet breast and crown to 

our collective appreciation, while Willow Warblers tinkled down their melodious waterfalls and a Greenfinch 

(not a common breeding bird on Coll) loudly wheezed.  A nearby ditch gave us our only Marsh Cinquefoil of the 

week (always an elegant plant) and here our guide also showed us the distinctive fertile fronds of the Hard Fern.  

One of the group, familiar with Common Lousewort, exclaimed “My, that’s big!” at a rampant specimen of the 

closely related Marsh Lousewort.    

Lunch at the Coll Hotel is always a treat and the creamy Cullen Skink was popular with several in the group.  

From here we boarded the minibus and headed out for a drive around the island to orientate us and introduce us 

to some more of the island’s remarkable habitats from peat bogs and moorland, rocky shores and wide-open 

beaches, to vast rolling sand dunes, all of which we would be exploring over the course of the week.  A rather 

smart-looking drake Red-breasted Merganser drew our attention among a flock of Greylag Geese in one bay, and 

later we saw a female with a family of eight tiny ducklings in another.  

Discussion in the minibus, inspired by the views, roamed widely: a field of alpacas led to the revelation that the 

industrial woollen mills at Saltaire in West Yorkshire were originally used to process alpaca wool imported from 

South America. Whoever knew?! But the conversation quickly stopped when a Hen Harrier came into view along 

the breast of Ben Hogh and everyone enjoyed excellent views of this very special bird.  By this time, dinner 

beckoned but everyone was tee-ed up for an exciting week ahead.  

  

Day 2                Tuesday 22nd June  

RSPB Totronald and Hogh Beach 

  

We began the day with a review of the 11 species of moth caught in the moth trap overnight. The Dusky 

Brocade dominated the haul with 24 individuals, but of more interest were the flighty Grey Scalloped Bar, 

Clouded-bordered Brindle and a strikingly-marked Shears.  The biggest and best was saved till last, in the form of 

a Poplar Hawk-moth, whose cryptic rectangular outline (created by the concolorous leading-edge of its 

projecting hindwings) helps it fool predators by eschewing the classic triangular moth shape. And if this doesn’t 

work, any prospective diner may yet be put off by the sudden flash of red on the trailing-edge of its hind-wings. 

A really stunning beast!  All the moths were put back into the safety of the cool box until their release at dusk.   

 

Next, we drove the five miles across the island to the RSPB’s Totronald nature reserve: aka ‘Corncrake central’, 

only stopping on the way to watch a couple of very confiding Cuckoos.  At Totronald, the vegetation had grown 

tall enough to hide a Corncrake which, unfortunately, it proceeded to do for the next two hours.  Much to our 

collective disappointment, and despite regularly hearing the distinctive rasping ‘finger-along-comb’ call from 

several individuals, none showed themselves.  A Sedge Warbler was both heard and seen as it perched up to sing 

its distinctive song: like the sound track to a Star Wars battle scene, our guide suggested! 

 

One of the group was the lucky beneficiary of an impromptu performance by a passing Corncrake enthusiast 

who delivered a short but fitting monologue from Kathleen Jamie on the frustrations of fruitless Corncrake 

watching; he then burst into song, The Corncrake among the Whinny Knowes. The rest of us stood a little way off and 

wondered what was going on! 
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A quick detour to ‘use the facilities’ (as we euphemistically put it) gave us a lovely female Hen Harrier and, 

despite the wind and showers, a reeling Grasshopper Warbler.  Although we tried again on several subsequent 

days, we never managed to pin the latter down.   

 

After a substantial packed lunch courtesy of our landlady, we headed into the dunes to enjoy the flowers of the 

sandy, species-rich grassland (machair in Gaelic).  We got started on Bloody Cranesbill, Lesser Meadow Rue, 

Kidney Vetch, Wild Carrot and Silverweed. Then, on a rocky calcretion in the sand, we found some Mossy 

Saxifrage – a montane species which occurs locally down at sea-level on Coll.  But it wasn’t just flowers, we also 

picked out a couple of gleaming beetles among the vegetation, the metallic bronze of the Garden Chafers and 

the metallic green of a case-bearing leaf beetle Cryptocephalus. 

 

From here we went onto the beach where two Little Terns, busily fishing in the shallows, captivated our 

attention: so mechanical in flight that they looked like tiny wind-up toys. On the head of the beach, the leaves of 

Coltsfoot, Babington’s Orache and Wood Burdock drew our interest, while a dead Gannet in the sand gave a 

rare chance to see one of these colossal seabirds up close. Poor thing, we thought, and wondered at the cause of 

its demise.  

 

As we came back through the dunes we were given a quick lesson in different types of grasses: the one-sided 

inflorescence of Crested Dog’s-tail, the silvery delight of Downy Oat Grass, the pink clouds of Yorkshire Fog, 

the inconspicuous Red Fescue and the statuesque Smooth Meadow Grass.  But thankfully, before he could blow 

our minds with another half-a-dozen grasses, our guide was distracted by orchids in the dry dune slacks. This was 

more like it! Here we were shown Common Spotted and Pyramidal Orchids, and two forms of the Early Marsh 

Orchid (including the gorgeous deep red Hebridean speciality, var. coccinea).  

 

On the return home, we experienced one of those memorable ‘golden moments’ of birding: we stopped to look 

at a couple of Great Skuas over a roadside loch, when a male Hen Harrier drifted through low over the water. 

Beyond it, our guide spotted a Red-throated Diver enjoying a bath, showing off the pure white underparts which 

are usually out of sight when they’re afloat. Three more Great Skuas came into view and then, to cap it all, an 

Arctic Skua broke the moorland skyline to our right and harried something big (a Raven perhaps) just out of our 

view.  A magical five minutes that will stay with us all for a long time! 
 

 

Day 3                   Wednesday 23rd June 

Killunaig, Loch a Mhill Aird and Torastan beach 

The day dawned close and still, and the midges around our ears in front of the Guest House boded ill as we 

packed the minibus. But we should not have worried, as the slightest of breezes was sufficient to ward them off 

when we got up onto the higher ground.   

The first half of our walk took us on a loop across the central moorland (sliabh in Gaelic) of the island, via 

prehistoric cairn burial sites, a rock shelter and a surprising amount of evidence of past agricultural activity 

(including stock exclosures and cultivation) on what looks today like a ‘natural’ and ancient landscape. How 

quickly nature recovers when people abandon the land. We spent much of the walk discussing the drivers of this 

abandonment (ie clearances, crop disease, raised rents and the promise of a new life on the other side of the 

globe) which saw the population of Coll shrink from 1500 to 200 in just a couple of generations. Nature’s 
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recovery on show today included Common Butterwort and Round-leaved Sundew, Heath and Common Spotted 

Orchids, and Marsh and Slender St John’s-wort. Great excitement was caused by three or four spikes of creamy-

white Lesser Butterfly Orchids – in the hubbub around which, our guide managed to lose his mobile phone! 

Thankfully, a determined effort by his unstoppable partner (involving retracing much of the route at a run) saved 

much grief and inconvenience.  

More grasses were shown to us, including the remarkable Viviparous Fescue, whose seeds germinate in the bud 

after flowering, enabling it to cast growing seedlings into the wind, with a greater chance of survival than plain 

seeds. And we learnt how to distinguish grasses from the closely related sedges (“have edges”) and rushes (“are 

round”).  

After lunch and a warm drink, we set off in the drizzle to the shoreline, where we were shown a variety of salt-

tolerant plants on the salt-marsh and several types of sea-weed washed up on the beach. The latter included four 

species of wrack and a huge kelp called Furbelows, which triggered giggles and a childhood memory in one of 

the group who recollected the phrase “frills and furbelows” being used to describe a lady’s under-garments.  

Indeed, it would seem no coincidence that the key identificatory feature of this particular sea-weed is a bold frilly 

edging to the base of the stipe (or stalk).  

Next we were shown a two-metre wide dyke of black basalt, known as ‘the Queen’s staircase’, cutting through 

the rocky shoreline and heading out to sea. We followed it out into the intertidal zone, to find a deep hole cut 

into it over the millennia by a stone rolled and agitated by the sea. The resulting cavity, known as ‘the well of the 

king’s daughter’, is now almost a metre deep and 30 cm across. It has been used as a wishing well for 

generations, as evidenced by the many oxidising coins we could see thrust into cracks in the surrounding rocks. 

Our next stop was up into the machair where we saw a sea of Early Marsh Orchids among Silverweed, Field 

Horsetail and Marsh Pennywort. On the drier banks, we found a couple of early Frog Orchids: their subtle green 

and gold making a striking contrast with the bubblegum pink of the Pyramidal Orchids.   

More pre-history was visible here, in the form of a rare cist burial site, remarkably well-preserved in the dunes.  

The mood from this poignant moment around an ancient tomb was somewhat broken when next we were told 

how to read the marks on old telegraph poles and thereby determine their age and timber-treatment technique!  

   

Day 4               Thursday 24th June 

RSPB Crossapol and Port-na-Luing  

No Naturetrek week on the Isle of Coll would be complete without a wet morning – and today was ours.  We 

enjoyed a leisurely time at our guest house, discussing all the delights that we had experienced so far, and 

completing our checklists, while outside the rain bounced on the terrace.  From the window, we watched Red-

breasted Mergansers, Mallards and Eiders hunkering down on the sea-loch, while the indefatigable Arctic Terns 

screeched and jostled over their heads.  After enough tea and coffee to float an Eider, and with the rain easing, 

we headed west to the RSPB’s reserve at Crossapol.    

As soon as we climbed out of the minibus, a small party of Twite flew over our heads, giving their distinctive 

‘shreep’ call but not hanging around to enable us to get a good look at them.  A Corncrake gave some tentative 

rasps from a tall patch of Cow Parsley in one of the silage fields – but again refused to reveal itself.  
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Our walk took us down through the dunes via an ancient standing stone. A few new plants presented themselves 

including Biting Stonecrop, Hop Trefoil, Buck’s-horn Plantain, Dove’s-foot Cranesbill and Stork’s-bill – the last 

three strongly suggesting that early plant-naming involved an algorithm combining random animal body parts! 

 

On the beach, we found a clump of Common Eel-grass washed up on the strand line with the more familiar 

seaweeds.  This is an increasingly rare marine plant (and one of very few true flowering plants which live in the 

sea). There are no known eel-grass beds around the island and cast-up specimens like this are only occasionally 

reported so we were quite chuffed at this discovery.  We went on to find further eel-grass specimens on other 

beaches over the next couple of days suggesting that it is perhaps more widespread in the seas around Coll than 

had been thought. 

  

Our next strandline discovery was a little less cheering, the corpse of a female Eider. It was showing no obvious 

sign of physical damage or malnutrition, but a sorry sight nonetheless.  A small party of Snow Geese on the sea 

brightened us up – not vagrants that have lost their way on returning from their Arctic breeding grounds, but the 

remnants of a once larger flock of feral birds (escapees from a Mull wildfowl collection) which established itself 

in this area in the 1970s, constituting the UK’s only self-sustaining (and hence tickable!) population. Also on the 

sea was a large crèche of Greylag goslings, with some anxious parents leading them uncertainly to and fro.  

Briefly, a Great Black-backed Gull descended among the flock and tried to pick one of the goslings off the water, 

for all the world like a White-tailed Eagle in action! 

 

The walk up from the beach took us past the MacLean family mausoleum, a 19th Century stone-built structure, 

now sadly crumbling into the sand. Tall Flag Irises reach for the heavens inside, while the external walls are 

home to a forest of ferns, including both Maidenhair and Black Spleenworts, and a lone Common Scurvy-grass, 

a tall, fleshy watchman contrasting with the tiny specimens we’d seen in the saltmarsh earlier. 

   

Another large structure sits on a small rise overlooking the mausoleum, comprising four distinctive hummocks, 

known locally as ‘otter thrones’.  ‘Is their origin animal, vegetable or mineral?’ we wondered. And each of us had 

a theory, from rocks to ants, though our guide was tilting towards nutrient enrichment caused by Great Black-

backed Gulls, many of which we saw standing sentinel around the bay. 

 

As we walked back towards the minibus along the track, we were greeted by several noisy Redshank and 

Lapwing, breeding in the marshy bottom of a long-drained lochan.  Among them, we spotted a Dunlin in his 

breeding finery, who joined the guard of honour, though the likelihood of his having bred locally was not high.  

  

Our guide’s next theory concerned how best to distinguish Common Sorrel and Sheep’s Sorrel. The wings at the 

base of the leaf on the Common variety reminded him, he said, of Jennifer Aniston’s 1990s hairstyle (neatly 

tucked in against her collar), while the wings on the Sheep’s Sorrel turn out in the manner of Lulu’s classic 1960s 

cut.  We expressed our concern that he may be losing the plot…  

 

On the way home, a cracking male Stonechat close to the road enabled some exceptional views. We had seen 

several of these handsome birds over the last few days but none had shown off quite like this chap.  
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Day 5                    Friday 25th June 

RSPB Crossapol dunes, Feall Beach and Ben Feall – evening walk at Caolas an Eilean 

In contrast to the previous day’s murk and mizzle, this turned out to be a bright but windy day. We went back to 

the RSPB reserve at Crossapol, but today we headed off into the dunes to explore the machair in all its glory.  

The sunshine brought the butterflies out and quickly a Dark Green Fritillary appeared and tumbled along the 

path ahead of us, disappearing from view as quickly as it had appeared. By contrast, the Common Blues and 

Small Heaths were more obliging. We also enjoyed some day-flying moths, including the charming Yellow-shell 

and several Six-spot Burnets, and a brightly marked Meadow Grasshopper, whose long hops appeared to belie its 

status as the UK’s only flightless grasshopper. Who needs to fly when you can jump like that?! 

We saw lots more orchids again this morning. After a little discussion about the diagnostic features, we added 

Northern Marsh Orchid to the orchid count (which now stood at eight for the week). However, not all of Coll’s 

special plants are showy like the orchids; our guide tried to enthuse us with Mackay’s Horsetail: a minimalist 

plant with single unbranched stems growing among the Marram and Sand Sedge. It’s a hybrid of two other 

horsetail species, neither of which occurs on Coll – this had us scratching our heads as to how it came to be here 

at all.    

We had lunch hunkered down out of the wind in the dunes, where we were joined by a striking iridescent Dor 

Beetle, looking for its next meal among the sheep droppings. We then made our way along a glorious beach of 

white sands and blue seas to a small bay where we sat and watched for Otters. No success on that front (there 

rarely is when you’re trying for them), but three female Eiders flew past and a party of Black-headed Gulls 

(scarce on Coll, we were told) loafed around. A chunky Great Skua (resembling a cross between a young gull and 

a buzzard) soared around in search of a meal and two or three Grey Seals hung in the water ‘bottling’ just 

offshore. Finally, a suspicious Great Black-backed Gull eyed us from his sentinel watch point.  The closest we 

came to Otters on this trip were fresh tracks on the beach heading down from the dunes and into the sea 

(showing the distinctive splayed footprint with five round pads clearly visible). Also on the beach we saw (and 

smelled) a long-dead Spider Crab, with its distinctively long legs and lumpy carapace.  

Next we strolled up the nearby Ben Feall from where we enjoyed stunning views south across the castle plain, 

littered with vast glacial erratics, and west across Beinn Beag and its iron age fort. Then it was home for another 

sumptuous feast at our guest house before heading out again for an evening walk. We saw Arctic and Great 

Skuas – a real feature of our trip – while out to sea there were vast flocks of Arctic Terns feeding over the water. 

Beyond them, Manx Shearwaters poured purposefully north for their dusk return to Rum and the surrounding 

isles.  

 

Day 6                Saturday 26th June 

Ben Hogh and Isle of Lunga 

We were picked up early on this lovely morning - the main difference from yesterday being the absence of the 

previous day’s chilly wind.  Our mission before lunch was to complete the ascent of Ben Hogh, at 104m Coll’s 

tallest peak.  You’ve heard of Munros and Corbetts, but I don’t think there’s a term for Scottish peaks of such 

minimal stature! On the way, we spotted a Kestrel in traditional hovering pose before plunging to the deck. One 

of Coll’s less common birds of prey, this one had apparently been around for several weeks.  
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Our route took us past the internationally important water body of Loch Ballyhaugh – which looked a picture: 

fringed with Common Reed and Bogbean (the latter looking for all the world like young broad bean plants) 

while, further out, a sea of White Water Lilies were just coming into flower.   

Up on the hill, the Heath Spotted Orchids were blooming in profusion accompanied by two species of 

insectivorous plants: the Sundews (with tiny spoon-shaped leaves covered in sticky, gland-tipped hears) and the 

Butterworts (like a wreck of yellow starfish on the peat).  Among them, and looking vulnerable, we found a 

couple of tiny, freshly emerged Blue-tailed Damselflies – our first odonata of the trip. Further on we passed 

patches of Lesser Butterfly Orchids – an unexpected delight but this time, lesson learned, our guide’s phone 

remained safely zipped away in an inside pocket.  

The smell of Bog Myrtle wafted around us as we reached the trig point below the summit.  Not the Ordnance 

Survey’s finest hour, it would seem: not only is the trig point some way from the highest point on the hill, it was 

constructed on an ancient burial cairn, with concrete poured in abundance to fill the void beneath.  Perhaps the 

surveyors were distracted by the Queen’s Stone nearby – a remarkable phenomenon of a vast perched glacial 

erratic seated on three small stones.  This has long been recognised as a feature of interest on Coll but the group 

spent some time discussing whether nature had been given a helping hand in its careful positioning.  

After a refreshing cup of tea and cake on the veranda of our guide’s wee cottage, we returned to the village for 

lunch and our next adventure, which took the form of a boat ride to the Treshnish Isles.  As we took to the 

water, a family group of Peregrine Falcons took to the air – but this was our last entertainment for a while as the 

sea was remarkably quiet, except for the occasional Manx Shearwater and distant Puffin.   

The Treshnish Isles are a cluster of volcanic islands between Coll and Mull, occupied by vast numbers of sea 

birds.  Our skipper took us between Cairn na Burgh Beag and Cairn na Burgh Mor – a pair of tiny islands with 

precipitous cliffs, reinforced in places by equally precipitous defensive fortifications, which tell the story of the 

military significance these islands in the past – an English stronghold against the Jacobite uprising and in the 

subsequent Napoleonic wars.  The only occupants today were a couple of lonely-looking Grey Seals.   Next, we 

skirted the edge of Fladda, and saw large parties of Shags – early nesters, most of whose young were now fledged 

and sea-borne; and Sand Eels – encouragingly these were in the bills of passing Puffins heading back to their 

island burrows. 

Finally, we reached the highlight of our trip, the island of Lunga. Like a real-world version of ‘we’re going on a 

bear hunt’, the boat pulled up against a wall of sharp, black volcanic rocks and we all clambered out and up. 

Next, we had to cross a slippery boulder beach before trekking up to a grassy platform where some 50 puffins 

were stood about taking the air. Here, we spent a considerable time in delight and wonder at the company we 

were keeping.  Occasionally the Puffins would scramble for cover as a Great Skua patrolled the cliff but 

otherwise they appeared relaxed in our presence.  There is a theory that Puffins gain some benefit from the 

presence of people near their burrows, keeping at a distance potential predators who are more wary of humans 

(usually with good reason!) The chance to spend time with Puffins is a uniquely wonderful privilege that few get 

to experience. We were duly respectful and there was still much more to see…   

The coastal path followed the cliff edge around several gullies, where Fulmars, Razorbills and Shags were nesting 

among the rocks at every turn. The occasional songs of trilling Wren and mournful Blackbird echoed around the 

island, an innocent foretaste of the cacophony to come.  Our guide was also very excited to point out the clicks 

and whirrs of a calling Storm Petrel nestled deep in a crevice in one of the ancient walls which top the cliffs.  At 



The Isle of Coll in Summer Tour Report 

 

 

8  © Naturetrek   July 21 
 

one point we turned to watch a pair of Twites feeding on insects at the Meadowsweet flowers, the male with his 

back to us saucily flashing his red rump.  

At last we came to the pinnacle of the walk (both literal and metaphorical): the Harp Rock.  Here a tall sea stack 

stands a short distance offshore and, from the clifftop, we could look down upon a mass of Common 

Guillemots and Kittiwakes, most with young at different stages of development.  Razorbills and Puffins 

completed the display – the sight, sound and smell of which assailed all our senses. Hours later, I could still taste 

the acrid blend of guano and rotting fish at the back of my throat and re-hear the raucous screeching of the 

birds.  As we returned to the boat, one of the group (a veteran of Naturetrek trips all over the globe) told us that 

Lunga had been one of the greatest wildlife experiences of her life.   

 

Day 7                  Sunday 27th June 

Our last day, dawned bright and clear with a gentle breeze that (unfortunately) would present no risk to the 

running of the ferry later that morning.  There was just time for one final trip out and we made our way to 

Struan beach, another Hebridean masterpiece – a blue and turquoise sea against a white sand beach.  Little 

wonder that, as our guide explained, it is popular as a wedding venue.  The strand line was dotted with patches of 

Bladder Wrack, Egg Wrack and Cuvie – a species of large kelp – all washed up from the deep.  Among them a 

wreck of Moon Jellyfish, all showing their distinctively colourful, circular reproductive organs, and a couple of 

furry sea urchins known as Sea Potatoes. Half a dozen Grey Seals watched us from the safety of the offshore 

skerries.  

On the way back to the village, a pair of Wood Pigeons caused some excitement – another one of those generally 

common birds which just don’t occur on the islands very often.  At the ferry terminal, a Rock Pipit worked 

tirelessly to feed its young at a well-disguised nest among the rocks and a party of four Curlews flew south, 

presumably failed breeders at the vanguard of the autumn migration, and June not yet over! 

For those with sufficient energy, the trip still had a few more treats and the return crossing provided an Arctic 

Skua, Manx Shearwaters and several auks, and there were a couple of sightings of Harbour Porpoise.  But we 

weren’t all as eagle-eyed as the chap sat near us on the deck who passed us his camera and asked if the bird he 

had just photographed over the Mull shoreline had been a White-tailed Eagle. It had – and we all groaned! 
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓ = recorded but not counted; + = approximate count; h = heard only) 
   

June 2021 
 

Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

1 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 
 

✓ 

     

2 Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 
     

✓ 

 

3 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 
    

✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus 
     

✓ 

 

5 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus ✓ ✓ 

   
✓ 

 

6 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ ✓ 

 

✓ ✓ 

  

7 European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  
✓ ✓ 

9 Snow Goose Anser caerulescens ✓ 

  
✓ 

   

10 Greylag Goose Anser anser ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ 

 
✓ 

 
✓ 

 

12 Common Eider Somateria mollissima 
   

✓ ✓ 

  

13 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator ✓ 

  
✓ 

   

14 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus ✓ ✓ 

 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ 

     

16 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
     

✓ 

 

17 Peregrine Falco peregrinus 
     

✓ 

 

18 Corncrake Crex crex 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  

19 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

20 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
      

✓ 

21 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

22 Dunlin Calidris alpina 
   

✓ 

   

23 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos ✓ ✓ 

 
✓ 

 
✓ 

 

24 Common Redshank Tringa totanus ✓ ✓ 

 
✓ ✓ 

 
✓ 

25 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  
✓ 

26 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
 

✓ 

   
✓ 

 

27 Great Skua Stercorarius skua 
 

✓ 

 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

 

28 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 
 

✓ 

 
✓ ✓ 

 
✓ 

29 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus 

    
✓ 

  

30 Common Gull Larus canus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

31 Herring Gull Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

32 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla ✓ 

    
✓ ✓ 

35 Little Tern Sternula albifrons 
 

✓ 

     

36 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

37 Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica ✓ 

    
✓ ✓ 

38 Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle ✓ 

 
✓ 

  
✓ ✓ 

39 Common Guillemot Uria aalge ✓ 

    
✓ ✓ 

40 Razorbill Alca torda 
     

✓ ✓ 

41 Rock Dove Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

42 Common Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 
      

✓ 

43 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 
 

✓ 

 
✓ 

   

45 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

46 Sand Martin Riparia riparia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

47 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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June 2021 

 
Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

48 Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus ✓ ✓ 

  
✓ ✓ ✓ 

49 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

50 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

51 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

52 Dunnock Prunella modularis ✓ 

      

53 European Robin Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ 

     

54 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

55 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 

56 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 
  

✓ 

    

57 Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ 

    
✓ 

 

58 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus 

 
✓ 

     

59 Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 
 

✓ 

     

60 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

61 Common Whitethroat Curruca communis ✓ 

      

62 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

63 Common Raven Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

64 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

65 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

66 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ 

    

67 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 

68 Twite Linaria flavirostris 
   

✓ 

 
✓ 

 

69 Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret ✓ ✓ 

     

70 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

71 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris ✓ ✓ 

     

72 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus   ✓           

 

Other vertebrates 

      June 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 

Mammals                 

1 European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus   ✓           

2 Brown Hare  Lepus europaeus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

3 Harbour Seal  Phoca vitulina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Grey Seal  Halichoerus grypus         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 Bottlenose Dolphin  Tursiops truncatus 4             

6 Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena 3           2+2 

                    
 

Amphibians and Reptiles                 

1 Common Frog Rana temporaria     ✓         

                    

  Fish                 

8 Brown Trout Salmo trutta     ✓         

9 Sand Eels Ammodytes spp           ✓   
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Invertebrates 

      June 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

1 Moss Carder Bee Bombus muscorum         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

                    

2 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus         ✓     

3 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus   ✓ ✓   ✓     

4 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja         ✓     

5 Green-veined White Pieris napi ✓ ✓     ✓     

                    

6 Yellow-shell Camptogramma bilineata         ✓     

7 Six-spot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae     pupa   ✓     

8 Dusky Brocade Apamea remissa   ✓           

9 Grey Scalloped Bar Dyscia fagaria   ✓           

10 Poplar Hawk-moth Laothoe populi   ✓           

11 Shears Hada plebeja   ✓           

12 Broom Moth Ceramica pisi   ✓           

13 Small Angle Shades Euplexia lucipara   ✓           

14 Knot-grass Acronicta rumicis   ✓           

15 Bright-line Brown-eye Lacanobia oleracea   ✓           

16 Clouded-bordered Brindle Apamea crenata   ✓           

17 a Gelechid moth Elachista argentea   ✓           

18 a Tortricid moth Aethes piercei   ✓           

                    

19 Garden Chafer Phyllopertha horticola ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

20 a case-bearing leaf beetle Cryptocephalus sp   ✓     ✓     

21 a click beetle Elateridae sp         ✓     

22 Dor Beetle Geotrupes stercorarius         ✓     

                    

23 Blue-tailed Damselfy Ischnura elegans           ✓   

                    

24 Meadow Grasshopper Pseudochorthippus parallelus         ✓     

                    

25 Great Spider Crab Hyas araneus         ✓     

26 Sea Potato Echinocardium sp             ✓ 

27 Moon Jellyfish Aurelia sp             ✓ 

                    

28 Midge Culicoides impunctatus     ✓         

 

Plants 
   

Frequency 
 

Scientific Name Common Name (R=rare, O=occasional, 
F=frequent, A=abundant) 

        

1 Achillea millefolium Yarrow O 

2 Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid O 

3 Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O 

4 Anthyllis vulneraria Kidney Vetch O 

5 Arabis hirsuta Hairy Rock-cress R 

6 Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort R 
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Frequency 

 
Scientific Name Common Name (R=rare, O=occasional, 

F=frequent, A=abundant) 

7 Arctium nemorosum Wood Burdock R 

8 Bellis perennis Daisy A 

9 Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-cress O 

10 Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower O 

11 Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O 

12 Cerastium diffusum Sea Mouse-ear O 

13 Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O 

14 Chrysanthemum leucanthemum Oxeye Daisy R 

15 Coeloglossum viride Frog Orchid R 

16 Conopodium majus Pignut O 

17 Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard R 

18 Dactylorhiza fuchsii  Common Spotted Orchid R 

19 Dactylorhiza purpurella Northern Marsh Orchid R 

20 Daucus carota Wild Carrot F 

21 Erodium cicutarium Stork's-bill R 

22 Euphrasia sp Eyebright O 

23 Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw F 

24 Geranium molle Dove's-foot Cranesbill R 

25 Geranium sanguineum Bloody Cranesbill F 

26 Hypochaeris radicata Common Cat's-ear O 

27 Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O 

28 Linum catharticum Fairy Flax R 

29 Lotus corniculatus Bird's-foot Trefoil A 

30 Odontities vernus Red Bartsia O 

31 Plantago coronopus Buck's-horn Plantain R 

32 Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F 

33 Plantago major Greater Plantain R 

34 Polygala vulgaris Common Milkwort F 

35 Potentilla anserina Silverweed A 

36 Prunella vulgaris Self-heal R 

37 Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup O 

38 Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup A 

39 Ranunculus repens Creeoing Buttercup F 

40 Rhinanthus minor Yellow-rattle F 

41 Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel O 

42 Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel R 

43 Saxifraga hypnoides Mossy Saxifrage R 

44 Sedum acre Biting Stonecrop R 

45 Silene dioica Red Campion R 

46 Thalictrum minus Lesser Meadow-rue F 

47 Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil O 

48 Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil R 

49 Ammophila arenaria Marram Grass A 

50 Avenula pubescens Downy Oat Grass O 

51 Carex arenaria Sand Sedge A 

52 Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge F 

53 Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail F 

54 Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail F 

55 Equisetum x trachyodon Mackay's Horsetail R 

56 Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue R 
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Frequency 

 
Scientific Name Common Name (R=rare, O=occasional, 

F=frequent, A=abundant) 

57 Koeleria macrantha Crested Hairgrass F 

58 Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass R 

59 Anagallis tenella Bog Pimpernel R 

60 Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica R 

61 Antennaria dioica Mountain Everlasting O 

62 Calluna vulgaris Ling Heather A 

63 Caltha palustris Marsh Marigold O 

64 Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle O 

65 Dactylorhiza incarnata Early Marsh Orchid F 

66 Dactylorhiza maculata Heath Spotted Orchid F 

67 Drosera rotundifolia Round-leaved Sundew O 

68 Empetrum nigrum Crowberry R 

69 Erica cinerea Bell Heather F 

70 Erica tetralix Cross-leaved Heath O 

71 Eriocaulon aquaticum Pipewort O 

72 Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet O 

73 Galium palustre Marsh Bedstraw R 

74 Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw F 

75 Juniperus communis Common Juniper O 

76 Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort F 

77 Hypericum elodes Marsh St John's-wort R 

78 Hypericum pulchrum Slender St John's-wort R 

79 Iris pseudacorus Yellow Flag Iris A 

80 Lobelia dortmanna Water Lobelia R 

81 Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged Robin O 

82 Melampyrum pratense Common Cow-wheat O 

83 Mentha aquatica Water Mint O 

84 Menyanthes trifoliata Bogbean F 

85 Myrica gale Bog Myrtle F 

86 Narthecium ossifragum Bog Asphodel O 

87 Nymphaea alba White Water Lily F 

88 Pedicularis palustris Marsh Lousewort O 

89 Pedicularis sylvatica Common Lousewort O 

90 Pinguicula vulgaris Common Butterwort O 

91 Platanthera bifolia Lesser Butterfly-orchid R 

92 Polygala serpyllifolia Heath Milkwort F 

93 Potamogeton gramineus Various-leaved Pondweed O 

94 Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed O 

95 Potentilla erecta Tormentil F 

96 Potentilla palustris Marsh Cinquefoil R 

97 Ranunculus flammula Lesser Spearwort O 

98 Salix repens Creeping Willow O 

99 Sedum anglicum English Stonecrop F 

100 Senecio aquaticus Marsh Ragwort R 

101 Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit Scabious O 

102 Thymus polytrichus Wild Thyme F 

103 Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry R 

104 Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal Grass F 

105 Athyrium filix-femina LadyFern O 

106 Blechnum spicant Hard Fern O 
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Frequency 

 
Scientific Name Common Name (R=rare, O=occasional, 

F=frequent, A=abundant) 

107 Carex rostrata Bottle Sedge O 

108 Carex nigra Common Sedge O 

109 Carex panicea Carnation Sedge O 

110 Dryopteris sp Male Fern O 

111 Eleocharis palustris Common Spike-rush O 

112 Eriophorum angustifolium Common Cotton-grass O 

113 Eriophorum vaginatum Hare's-tail Cotton-grass F 

114 Festuca rubra Red Fescue F 

115 Festuca vivipara Viviparous Fescue R 

116 Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog O 

117 Molinia purpurea Purple Moorgrass A 

118 Nardus stricta Mat Grass F 

119 Osmunda regalis Royal Fern R 

120 Phragmites australis Common Reed O 

121 Trichophorum cespitosum Deergrass O 

122 Triglochin palustris Marsh Arrow-grass R 

123 Alnus glutinosa Alder R 

124 Betula pubescens Downy Birch R 

125 Corylus avellana Hazel R 

126 Erinus alpinus Fairy Foxglove R 

127 Hedera helix Ivy R 

128 Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell O 

129 Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O 

130 Oxalis acetosella Wood Sorrel R 

131 Primula vulgaris Primrose O 

132 Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celandine O 

133 Salix aurita Eared Willow F 

134 Sorbus aucuparia Rowan R 

135 Populus tremula Aspen R 

136 Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Black Spleenwort R 

137 Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort O 

138 Polypodium vulgare Common Polypody R 

139 Armeria maritima Thrift F 

140 Atriplex glabriuscula Babington's Orache O 

141 Atriplex laciniata Frosted Orache R 

142 Cakile maritima Sea Rocket R 

143 Cochlearia officinalis Common Scurvygrass O 

144 Galium aparine Cleavers R 

145 Glaux maritima Sea Milkwort O 

146 Honkenya peploides Sea Sandwort O 

147 Oenanthe lachenalii Parsley Water-dropwort R 

148 Plantago maritima Sea Plantain R 

149 Sedum rosea Roseroot R 

150 Silene uniflora Sea Campion R 

151 Tussilago farfara Coltsfoot R 

152 Tripleurospermum maritimum Sea Mayweed O 

153 Juncus gerardii Saltmarsh Rush R 

154 Zostera marina Common Eelgrass O 

155 Saccorhiza polyschides Furbelows O 

156 Laminaria hyperborea Cuvie O 
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Frequency 

 
Scientific Name Common Name (R=rare, O=occasional, 

F=frequent, A=abundant) 

157 Laminaria saccharina Sugar Kelp O 

158 Pelvetia canaliculata Channeled Wrack O 

159 Fucus vesiculosus Bladder Wrack O 

160 Ascophyllum nodosum Egg Wrack O 

161 Fucus serratus Toothed Wrack O 

162 Fucus spiralis Spiral Wrack O 

163 Ulva lactuca Sea Lettuce O 

164 Himanthalia elongata Sea Spaghetti O 
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