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Tour Participants – Greg Smith (Leader) with three Naturetrek clients 

 

Summary 
 

A great week in the wild places of the Inner Hebrides with a select group of Naturetrek clients.  Weather-wise we 

managed a glimpse of the heat-wave affecting southern Britain but we also had some cool, wet and windy days – 

all part of the Isle of Coll experience.  We managed 73 species of bird, including Hebridean specialities Great 

Skua, Arctic Skua, Hen Harrier, Red-throated Diver, White-tailed Eagle and Twite.  Coll’s mix of habitats once 

again produced a dazzling display of wildflowers with over 145 species recorded during the week. The timing of 

this trip was more or less perfect to catch-up with two of Scotland’s rarest plants: Pipewort (growing in 

abundance in a moorland loch) and Irish Ladies-tresses (just coming into flower on a shelly sand/peat soil); and 

the machair was at its wondrous best with Twayblades and Pyramidal and Early Marsh Orchids the highlights.   

 

Insects performed all week, with Great Yellow Bumble-bee, the moths Scotch Annulet, Small Argent & Sable 

and Brown Chinamark, and Dark Green Fritillary butterfly of particular note.  We also turned up several striking 

and scarce insect galls from Aceria (a mite) on Bloody Cranesbill to Euura (a sawfly) on Creeping Willow. Early 

morning walks along Loch Eatharna produced almost daily Otters, and the ferry crossings were enlivened by 

Harbour Porpoise and Bottlenose Dolphin. Add to this, standing stones, cairns and a cist burial site and you 

might conclude this was the complete Hebridean adventure. 

 

Day 1           Sunday 25th July 

Oban to Arinagour Ferry and island orientation 

A small but select group of three gathered in Oban for a week on the Isle of Coll.  A late evening walk on the 

esplanade towards Ganavan gave us impressive views of a sea stack perched high above the waterline (reflecting 

the gradual isostatic rise of Scotland since the last ice age).  In the bay, the Black Guillemots were busy fishing, as 

were several groups of people along the shore.  

The next morning, we were up early for the ferry.  Oban harbour was flat and still, while the port was busy and 

bustling.  Goldfinches buzzed about the waiting cars and in the water a mass of purple-ringed Moon Jellyfish, 

calm and purposeful, pulsated past.  The mist became progressively thicker as we set out into the Firth of Lorne 

and, before long, ear-jarring blasts on the foghorn marked our progress up the Sound of Mull.  Through the 

murk, a family of Canada Geese flew across our stern, and a party of Shags kept pace with the boat for a while, 

until Stephenson’s Lismore Lighthouse loomed out of the gloom. An occasional Harbour Porpoise could be 

seen scurrying away as the boat passed.  

Thankfully, the fog finally lifted north of Tobermory and a few more birds appeared: fatherly Guillemots with 

lone offspring in tow, a family group of Red-throated Divers, and several socially-distanced Gannets sitting on 

the sea at regular intervals.  In contrast, large parties of Manx Shearwaters huddled together, waiting until the last 

minute before lifting out of the ship’s way and drifting effortlessly away, inches above the waves.  A distant 

Bottlenose Dolphin breached several times behind us as if to summons the boat to return for a fuller 

performance.   

After landing on Coll, we were immediately taken for a short walk to introduce us to some of the characteristic 

wild flowers of the island: Eared Willow, Tormentil, Devil’s-bit Scabious, Crowberry, and three varieties of 

heather/heath.  In the bay were family groups of Red-breasted Merganser and Eider, while a lone Twite flew 
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overhead calling, a sound that was to become familiar over the week ahead.  Despite the overcast conditions, 

interesting insects were also in evidence: the Great Yellow Bumblebee (a Hebridean classic) and the Dark Green 

Fritillary butterfly (a relative newcomer up here).  

From the ferry terminal, we walked up through the village of Arinagour, whose three piers of increasing 

modernity mark its progressive development since the fishermen’s cottages were first built in 1812.  Our walk 

took us up past the dairy, where the late 19th Century innovation (for Coll at least) of cheese-making had its 

epicentre.  Out in the pasture here, we saw Butterwort and Sundew (two of Coll’s insectivorous specialities) and 

Sphagnum (described as the plant to save the planet from global warming).  Down in the bay, parties of Black-

tailed Godwit and Curlew, and a lone Whimbrel, were harbingers of autumn.   

After an impressive lunch at the Coll Hotel, we checked in at Tigh na Mara our guest house accommodation for 

the week, before being given a whistle-stop tour of the island.  We were introduced to the Lewisian gneiss, the 

rolling rock which underpins the entire island, and to the vast sand dunes which sit on top of it along the western 

shore.  We stopped occasionally for Brown Hares, Rock Doves and a Great Skua – but, best of all, for a surprise 

fly-over White-tailed Eagle.  A great start to our week. 

  

Day 2            Monday 26th July  

Moth-trapping, Ben Hogh and Machair Mohr  

 

The day began with the opening of Greg’s moth trap in his garden at Beinn Tioraidh.  Dozens of True Lover’s 

Knots, Antlers and Dark Arches were among 23 different species in the trap.  Dotted Clay and Ingrailed Clay 

looked interesting, but the highlights were a very dark Lesser Yellow Underwing, a couple of fabulous Garden 

Tigers and the local Scotch Annulet.   

We then walked down to Clabbach beach, where we saw a wreck of Moon Jellyfish (among which a Compass 

Jellyfish stood out) and a washed-up stalk of one of the only marine flowering plants in the world, the multiply 

misnamed Common Seagrass (it’s not common and it’s not a grass – but two out of three ain’t bad!)  We soon 

came to the conclusion that being given the epithet ‘Common’ is a guarantee that a wild flower isn’t! On the 

grass sward above the beach we saw our first Frog Orchids and Pyramidal Orchids of the trip, along with Lesser 

Meadow Rue and Kidney Vetch.   

From here, we went up to the modest summit of Ben Hogh (Coll’s highest point) where the Ordnance Survey 

have plonked a trig point right on top of a large prehistoric cairn burial. Our ascent was accompanied by the 

regular clucking of a pair of Red-throated Divers as they flew back and forth between the sea and their breeding 

lochan high on the moors, with food for their developing young.  Near the top of Ben Hogh sits the Queen’s 

Stone, a vast erratic deposited by the retreating glacier onto a platform of gneiss, above which it is held aloft by 

three small stones -a feature which provoked much discussion!  Our course now turned to the south and took us 

along the ridge to the ‘shark’s fin’ – a striking ‘nobble’ on the breast of the ridge which, as we were to discover, is 

visible from most parts of the island.  Unfortunately, the low cloud meant that we were unable to enjoy the views 

of distant parts which we were assured are normally visible from this point.  Here we sat and ate our lunch, deep 

in discussion.    

The moorland in this area gave us regular sightings of Lesser Butterfly Orchid and the unusual Viviparous 

Fescue, whose seeds germinate while still in the flower head.  We soon noticed that the flowers of the Star Sedge 
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were frequently blackened by a sooty smut – which turned out to be a plant fungus called Anthracoidea karii, 

nationally scarce though not uncommon in the Highlands and islands.  Another plant parasite was evident on the 

Creeping Willow – a red berry-like gall formed in response to the presence of a sawfly Euura collactanea.  More 

familiar fare was provided by a Common Frog (only recently established on Coll, following the innocent 

introduction of some frogspawn to a garden pond in the village) and Grayling butterflies, which warmed 

themselves on the bare rock.   

Then, bang!! Our first sight of the Coll machair!  An exciting riot of colour and structure from a myriad wild 

flowers, among them: Bloody Cranesbill, Yellow Rattle, Wild Carrot, Red Bartsia, Lady’s Bedstraw, Eyebright 

and Harebell.  The presence of first one Twayblade, then another, and then another, had our guide dancing with 

increasing delight.  We were all captivated by the subtle elegance of this orchid, from its single pair of perfoliate 

stem leaves to the golden homunculi on its long flower spike.  In the damper dune-slacks, the remnants of Early 

Marsh Orchids were also apparent with a few late flowers still hanging-on. 

Our route back to the minibus took us via Hogh Beach – where a pair of ponies being ridden along the golden 

sands formed a delightful picture.  At the top of the beach, Sea Rocket, Babington’s Orache and Frosted Orache 

were in flower, alongside the distinctive leaves of Wood Burdock and Coltsfoot.   

On the short drive back to our guest house, two Wood Pigeons flying over the road caused almost as much 

excitement to our guide as the earlier Twayblades! On this occasion, since dinner beckoned, we declined the 

invitation to stop and photograph them! 

 

Day 3                  Tuesday 27th July 

Killunaig, Loch à Mhill Aird and Torastan dunes 

For the last couple of mornings, one of our group had been up from around 05.30 to search for Otters within a 

few hundred yards of the guest house. And what success he had, enabling some exceptional, intimate 

photographs of a lone male at close quarters.   

After breakfast we headed off to Killunaig for a walk taking in lochs and bogs, machair and dune, and beach and 

rocky shore.  Here we were joined by Jane, an islander who spent the day with us, sharing her knowledge and 

passion for all things Coll-ic.   

The first leg of our walk took us up to Loch à Mhill Aird. On the way, clouds of tiny grass moths accompanied 

us (mostly Crambus perlella and Agriphila tristella), each one miraculously disappearing as they landed on grass 

stems. We came across two species of plant both struggling nationally as climate change pushes them further up 

the hills: Mountain Everlasting and Common Juniper. They are both dioecious, which means they have male and 

female flowers on separate plants. At this time of year, the female plants of both were easy to find: the former 

showing a compact head of feathery seeds and the latter berries (actually fleshy conifer cones) which have a 

distinctive gin flavour.   

A gate tied-up with a rope gave one of the group the chance to share with us the ‘thief knot’ he had learned as a 

Boy Scout. Easily mistaken for a reef knot but with the free ends falling on opposite sides, it enables you to see if 

your gate has been opened and re-tied by an intruder since you were last there. 
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The population of Coll today is barely 200 people, but in the 19th Century there were 1500 islanders mostly 

crofters, which means that wild, moorland areas like this were once busy, farmed landscapes with cropped fields, 

stone walls, drains and ditches, dwellings and even bridges. Signs of these features were evident all around as we 

walked along.   

We came to an overhanging cliff that had created a low cave-like shelter with the remains of a stone wall in front 

of it – evidence perhaps of an even older human presence on the hills.  Here Maidenhair Spleenwort (a blend of 

lime-green leaves and chocolate stem) grew in the further recesses of the cave.   

Next we came across a feature known locally as an ‘otter throne’ – a tall nobble of grass and moss, usually found 

(as here) on the very top of a stony knoll. The connection with otters is sometimes supported by the presence of 

spraints, but here the bony pellets, regurgitated meal and guano staining, not to mention the lurking sentinel 

presence on surrounding knolls, all suggested that Great Black-backed Gulls were responsible. The local nutrient 

enrichment from their daily occupation of these look-outs gives rise (literally) to these elevated domes of 

vegetation – a ‘gull palace’ perhaps? 

A pair of ancient cairn burials, set atop the next rocky knoll, gave us our first view of the loch, nestled in the 

valley below us, and of several others flowing off into the distance.  It was hard-going as we worked our way 

through the Purple Moor-grass and Bog Myrtle down to the loch-side, but here we got our first sight of one of 

Coll’s great botanical rarities: Pipewort, jauntily thrusting its knitting needle spikes out of the water by the 

hundred. The other plants with which it shares the loch (especially Water Lobelia, Marsh St-John’s Wort and 

White Water-lily) make up in comparative beauty what they lack in rarity.    

We spent some time beside the loch, admiring the grove of low-growing Aspens on the water’s edge at the foot 

of a cliff, sheltering Royal Fern. Two species of insectivorous sundews were drawn to our attention: Round-

leaved Sundew and Oblong-leaved Sundew – from the ‘say-what-you-see’ school of plant naming. They were 

munching greedily on midges and flies and on the occasional, careless Common Blue Damselfly; each of these 

we checked carefully for any sign of the rare Northern Damselfly, but without success. We also found a couple 

of day-flying moths: the Chevron and the Brown China-mark, and learned about the latter’s remarkable aquatic 

caterpillars!  

Eventually, our sandwiches called us back to the minibus, via a large stone-built ‘sheep-fank’ used for gathering-

in livestock.  The graveyard at Killunaig is a testament to the many generations of Collachs who have been 

buried here and also to the horror of ship-wreck and maritime warfare which have seen bodies washed up on the 

beaches over the years, for whom this too is their last resting place.  

After lunch we walked through the dunes towards the sea, with a noisy family group of Twite keeping us 

company.  On the machair we found more orchids (Frog, Pyramidal and Early Marsh), banks of Common 

Spotted, and several confusing hybrids too, only some of which offered up the secrets of their parentage.  We 

were also shown the upright stone slabs of a remarkable cist burial, perhaps 3,500 years old, which had been 

hidden in the dunes until a storm revealed it in the 1970s.   

The next wonder was a long, black, 2m-wide basalt dyke running out to sea, made up of a series of horizontal 

step-like slabs – ‘the Queen’s staircase’.  Down below the high-tide mark, we were shown a remarkable water-

filled hollow in the basalt, slowly carved over the millennia by a rolling stone: it had gathered no moss, but plenty 

of seaweed.  This hollow (a metre deep and half a metre across) is known in Gaelic as ‘the well of the king’s 
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daughter’ and has long been treated as a wishing well – evidence for which could be found in the rusting coins 

thrust deep into every crack in the rocks around it.   

While we were marvelling at this, our attention was drawn by a smart Turnstone, another returning high Arctic 

wader.  Then a duck appeared on the rocks down by the water’s-edge. “Teal!” one person shouted. “Blue 

speculum!” said another.  Now ‘teal + blue speculum’ sounds dangerously like a Nearctic rarity and it took the 

comparison of our various photos for us to realise that there were in fact two ducks in view: a Teal and a 

Mallard! 

We walked along the beach (one of the classic Hebridean delights, all white sand and turquoise sea) and, in the 

sand, found some fresh otter tracks showing the five distinctive rounded pads and splayed toes. We followed 

them to where their owner had evidently clambered up onto some rocks and nearby we found an abandoned i-

Phone – presumably not the otter’s!   

Where the beach gave way to dune, we took a closer look at two key sand dune species: Marram Grass and Sand 

Sedge, both highly adapted to survive in the dry, unstable conditions. These plants play a key role in dune 

stabilisation, binding the sand and enabling a thin soil to develop as their leaves rot down, onto which other 

plants can venture.  

Back at the minibus a Great Skua flew over our heads, though there was no further sign of the eagle we saw in 

this area on Day 1.   

 

Day 4             Wednesday 28th July 

Loch Ronard, RSPB Crossapol, Ben Feall and evening walk at Fiskary Bay 

 

A damp start to the day, which only got damper as the morning progressed.  Undeterred, we ventured out to 

Loch Ronard, one of the central roadside lochs. Here we took a well-maintained path through the Heather and 

Purple Moor Grass and were rewarded with exceptional skua views: four Great Skuas and six Arctics.  The birds 

were initially bathing together but, as if suddenly remembering their respective places in life, the latter 

(presumably with young up on the high moors) began to harry the Greats until they drifted away.   

Next we were treated to the sight of four Red-throated Divers on the loch.  At first we assumed they must be a 

family group, but on closer inspection they were all smart adults (seemingly two pairs) and one of the pairs began 

courtship behaviour – singing to each other with a yodelly warble and briefly dancing together across the water 

like a pair of synchronised swimmers. We speculated what this unseasonal behaviour might mean for their 

respective reproductive achievements this year… 

As we headed back to the minibus, Wrens and Meadow Pipits (the two most abundant birds of the island) 

jostled in the Heather and Bracken, while we foraged for early fruits on a patch of Bilberry plants. We spent the 

rest of the morning drinking coffee, chatting and drying off back at the guest house before heading out again, 

this time to the far western end of the island.   

En route, we stopped to check out an autumnal flock of post-breeding Lapwings, while one of the striking 

Hebridean Starlings did an expert impression of a Sedge Warbler.  We stopped again for another view of a 

couple of Brown Hares loping across a roadside field – neither quite stopping in a convenient photographic 

pose.   
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We left the minibus in the RSPB reserve car park, where Corncrakes are regularly heard calling from the nearby 

fields, expertly managed in partnership with tenant farmers.  On this occasion, the rain had evidently dampened 

their vocalising, so we walked along the still colourful machair and up Ben Feall. Here, just below the summit, we 

stopped at a sheltered stone throne, erected as a monument to the memory of Kenneth Stewart, the last laird of 

Coll, who died in 2012. Above it, on the summit itself, sits an ancient chambered cairn burial, a monument of its 

kind to a different and far distant ancestor. It was poignant to imagine both individuals, generations apart, being 

honoured with the same stunning view across the flowery plain to the distant sea.   

When the sun came out, so did the butterflies and suddenly Graylings, Common Blues and Meadow Browns 

were everywhere.  Down on Feall beach, we admired the remarkably similar prostrate growth forms of two 

unrelated plants (Babington’s Orache and Ray’s Knotgrass), illustrating the wonders of convergent evolution. 

Our next biology lesson was provided by an iridescent Dor Beetle. The passengers on her underside, tiny orange 

mites, are an example of commensalism – a form of parasitism which involves no harm to the host.  The Dor 

Beetle is an expert in sniffing out mammal droppings. On arrival, she excavates passages under the droppings 

into which she rolls balls of poo with which she lays her eggs. Now the mites also lay their eggs in poo, and what 

better way for a flightless creature to get to a fresh poo pile than to hitch a ride on a passing Dor Beetle.   

In the distance, across the bay, we could hear the lonely keening of a Grey Seal, a siren song to unwary sailors 

and naturalists, perhaps. Our momentary reverie was broken by a sudden eruption of Rock Doves and Starlings 

followed, moments later, by the appearance of two Peregrines over the hill we had just come down.  The two 

birds (one an adult female, the other a juvenile) swooped and dived for a while, to no apparent purpose other 

than a flying class for the youngster, perhaps? 

Back at the minibus, we saw another recently fledged bird of prey in the form of a juvenile Hen Harrier flying 

low across the Corncrake fields.  

In the evening, following an early supper, we took a lovely walk out to an ancient Viking harbour, on the south 

shore of the island, called Fiskary.  On the walk, we saw a Red-throated Diver flying over with a large fish held 

awkwardly in his bill, heading up to the moorland lochan where its young were waiting to be fed – reassuring us, 

after our morning’s concern, that at least one pair of Red-throats were still busy with young this year. Also flying 

over was a single wader with a distinctive call: a Greenshank, a northern breeder returning early.    

Around the bay, the birds were wary of our presence: a Great Black-backed Gull chuntered from the rocks, an 

Oystercatcher half-heartedly dragged a wing, and a family group of Common Sandpipers chittered as they flew 

away along the shore.  A couple of Great Skuas also showed an interest as they flew around calling.  

The walk back to the minibus, was enlivened by discussion of the different forms taken by the fertile spore-

bearing fronds of the ferns around us on the moorland.  They seem to come in a range from being more or less 

indistinguishable from the infertile fronds (as in Bracken and Male Ferns), via the spindly fresh fertile shoots at 

the centre of a Hard Fern rosette, to the striking almost floral spikes of Royal Fern.  
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Day 5                Thursday 29th July 

Gortan, Breachacha and Uig 
 

The early morning otter walk didn’t result in any Otters today. But Manx Shearwaters drew the eye to the 

horizon where a small pod of Common Dolphins were breaching.  Closer to shore, a party of Canada Geese 

headed up the sea loch.  

After breakfast, we headed out for a long walk between Gortan and Breachacha, accompanied again by Jane.  On 

the first leg of the walk, we watched a female Hen Harrier interacting with a Raven up on the moors. They kept 

coming back to the same spot in the heather, suggesting that the raptor was trying to protect something from the 

attentions of the corvid; whether a nest or merely a item of prey we never determined.   

It wasn’t long before we had found another of Coll’s botanical rarities: Irish Ladies’-tresses growing in the grazed 

sward towards the beach, in the company of Jointed Rush and Grass of Parnassus. The white flowers of this 

orchid were almost fully out and their spiral arrangement up the stem was clearly visible.  We saw 4-5 spikes but 

sadly we also found one which had been bitten off (probably by a slug or snail).  

Looking down onto the beach, where a herd of cows had taken up residence, we saw the rotting wreck of the 

Harmonie – a wooden barque which foundered on the rocks here in the winter of 1889/90 en route between 

Liverpool and Norway.  One of its ten crew members drowned in an attempt to swim ashore.  The stricken boat 

subsequently washed-up on Gortan beach, where it now lies, slowly decomposing, with its timber frame exposed 

like a ribcage.  

From here, we headed up onto the headland, along the way flushing a family group of Snipe from the Bracken.  

Soon, we came to an immense chambered cairn (Càrn a Braighe) where we sat for an early ‘first’ lunch and a spot 

of sea-watching.  No cetaceans, but Fulmar, Gannet, Manx Shearwater, Kittiwake and Shag kept us entertained.  

The next stage of our walk took us past a couple more local rarities: Bitter Vetchling and Lesser Skullcap 

growing half-hidden in the dense sward. We dropped down towards the shore, looking out into a small 

embayment, when a whispered shout of “Otter!” caused us all to stop sharp.  We followed the direction of the 

raised arm, but all we could see was a young Common Seal on the rocks. But suddenly, there it was! An Otter 

swimming out into the bay. As it dived, we hurried forward towards it, pausing after a count of ‘15 elephants’ to 

ensure we were stationary when it re-surfaced. Using this method, we got down to the beach, and here we 

perched on a low cliff for our second lunch, being entertained all the while by the fishing Otter.   

Two female Red-breasted Mergansers, oblivious to the Otter’s presence, swam across the bay, ‘snorkelling’ for 

fish in the clear water, while a pair of Greylags, who perhaps had spotted the danger, quietly escorted their young 

offspring out to sea. A Buzzard flew low over the bay, startling a Curlew which we’d failed to notice on the 

rocks. To add to the blissful scene, two Great Skuas drifted over our heads.  

From here, we worked our way round the shoreline, towards Catherine’s Bay where one of the group found a 

large, metal BTO bird ring on the sand.  Subsequent investigations revealed that it came from a Shag, ringed as a 

nestling 9 years earlier on the island of Canna 50 kms to the north. As we made our way north towards the beach 

at Breachacha, we got a cracking view of the two castles on the grassy plain. Separated by 100 metres in space, 

and 300 years in time, the very different castle designs, from defensive stronghold to family mansion, show how 

the Hebridean world changed between the 15th and 18th Centuries.  
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Some acrobatic fence climbing got us closer to our destination, while our guide kept us entertained with some 

botanical comparisons: Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil vs Meadow Vetchling, Sneezewort vs Yarrow, Purple 

Loosestrife vs Dotted Loosestrife.  Not wanting to miss out, the birds also presented some conundrums – were 

the fledgling finches on the fence Twite or Linnet?  The arrival of a spanking male Lesser Redpoll appeared to 

answer that for us: they were neither! But then it too was joined by a pair of Linnets, and an adult Twite – so we 

were none the wiser!  A Fox Moth caterpillar distracted us, while a stand of Common Knapweed played host to 

several Dark Green Fritillaries, an Eristalis drone-fly, a Red-tailed Bumblebee and a Psythirus cuckoo bee.    

To complete the circuit, we walked up the road back to our starting point: what a great day! 

 

Day 6                      Friday 30th July 

Loch Eatharna, Rubha Mòr, Sorisdale 

Today was scheduled for a boat trip to the Treshnish Isles, but the word from our skipper was not promising – 

the boat was struggling and the sea-state deteriorating. We spent an hour sea-watching at the New Pier where, 

earlier in the week, the early morning walks had produced such stunning views of Otter.   But there was no sign 

of it at this hour.  Offshore, we watched an Arctic Skua marauding among the flocks of Arctic Terns, while a 

curious Common Seal watched us.  We were distracted by a bright yellow amphibious car paying a visit to one of 

the yachts moored in the harbour. Had the Coll Hotel started a novel Just Eat delivery service?  

Eventually we got word that the boat trip was cancelled, so we headed off to Rubha Mohr at the north end of 

the island.  This is where a wartime merchant vessel, laden with supplies for the colonies, came ashore giving 

Coll its very own ‘Whisky Galore!’ moment as islanders helped themselves to the goods (allegedly!) 

As we climbed up onto the cliffy promontory, some deceptively nimble sheep skittered away from us, jumping 

across rocks and deep gullies, and safely emerging on the next headland to regard us with a suspicious gaze.  The 

sea here was relatively quiet, with Gannets and Manx Shearwaters providing the headlines and the occasional 

Eider and Common Gull in support.  Eventually we spotted dolphins breaching in the far-off distance – very 

active across a large area of sea but too tiny to nail to a species even with cameras and scopes on full zoom.   

After a prostrate luncheon, we walked up to the very north-eastern tip of the island, by the village of Sorisdale.  

Here a Buzzard and a female Hen Harrier took it in turns to give us the once-over, enabling us to observe the 

striking differences between them: the one stocky and rounded, the other lighter and more angular.  In Sorisdale 

itself, among the thatched cottages and barns, we joined a conversation between a local crofter and a tourist who 

had last been on Coll 50 years before as a young teenager. They reminisced about characters sadly long since 

dead, while we watched a family party of Twite ‘shreeping’ round their heads. As we hit the shoreline, a smart 

juvenile White Wagtail posed for us, on the rocks.  

Our walk back through the dunes, with the sun shining at last, brought out Grayling and Dark Green Fritillary 

butterflies among the Grass of Parnassus, Knotted Pearlwort, Kidney Vetch and Mountain Everlasting.  Our 

guide held back in order to ‘use the facilities’, in the midst of which a moth caught his eye. On checking the 

photo he’d snapped, he later confirmed that it was a Small Argent & Sable, a high moorland specialist of the 

north and west.   
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Our attention was also taken by a big gnarly fence post in which a Crowberry plant had established itself. 

Perhaps a bird had dropped a seed here into the rotting hollow, where the plant had managed to flourish beyond 

the hungry range of the grazing animals below.  

 

Day 7                  Saturday 31st July 

Arinagour, RSPB Crossapol and Port-na-Luing, Oban ferry 

Our final day on Coll began overcast once more with a blustery wind.  We observed that we’d missed out on 

Corncrakes (a long shot at this time of the year perhaps, with few males now calling and the vegetation reaching 

considerably higher than a Corncrake on tiptoes) but also on Basking Sharks (a nailed-on certainty in previous 

Julys but not a single ‘basker’ had been seen around the Inner Hebrides since an exceptionally early April 

individual had had the locals salivating at the prospect of another record year for them). We reflected that at least 

these gaps left us with a reason to come back to Coll in future years.   

We spent the first hour of the morning at the local craft market and gift shop buying presents and mementos of 

our trip.  Then we went for a walk through the one significant area of mature plantation on the island to catch up 

on woodland birds for the week’s checklist: scoring Dunnock, Robin, Chaffinch, Goldcrest and Woodpigeon 

(they all count!)  

During our excellent lunch at the Coll Hotel, our eyes were never far from the window and we were duly 

rewarded with a party of 23 Curlew flying over.  After lunch, we hit the road for one final time, heading down to 

the Crossapol Dunes where our walk took in the large fields of the RSPB reserve, managed very deliberately to 

produce optimum conditions for Corncrake – yet still they failed to show (not even a rasp!) We did enjoy the 

sight of a variety of bees, in particular the gingery Moss Carder Bee, nectaring on the Phacelia and Comfrey, 

which are sown especially for them.  Nearby, under a vast standing stone, we found a striking black and lemon-

yellow sawfly of the genus Tenthredo on some Wild Carrot flowers. We saw evidence of more bees in a low cliff in 

the dunes where dozens of solitary bees had dug their nest holes. Beside them, a rabbit burrow had one wag 

alarmed at the prospect of meeting “the bee that dug that hole!”  

We noticed that the Bloody Cranesbill here was frequently deformed by galls. We were told that these were 

formed in response to the presence of the plant mite Aceria geranii, a very rare species in the UK, for which this is 

the only known locality in Scotland.  

On the beach, among the plastic detritus, we found several huge plants of Sea Rocket, covered in delightful pale 

lilac flowers, and the now familiar mix of Babington’s Orache, Frosted Orache and Ray’s Knotgrass. We also saw 

some oddities in the sand, including Celery-leaved Buttercup and wild-growing Garden Nasturtiums. More 

bizarre still, were the remarkable grass balls (known by Italians as ‘nuns’ farts’) which had been cast up by the 

sea. In the Mediterranean, they are created from the desiccated leaves of the sea-grass Posidonia – but that doesn’t 

occur in these northern climes so we pondered the possible source of the material on which the sea had worked 

its magic.  

Elsewhere on the beach, we were greeted by the corpses of (first) a Gannet and then a Grey Seal – the latter 

mostly rotted away but still covered by a dried black leather carapace. After some discussion over the practicality 

(and wisdom) of taking a smelly souvenir, and no little poking with a stick, a vertebra was wrestled free and 

dropped into a convenient carrier bag.  Hands washed in the sea, the walk resumed.  
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A Greenshank flew over calling, our second of the week and a sign of the delights to come over the next couple 

of months as Arctic breeding waders pass along these shores on their long journeys south. Slowly sinking into 

the sands is the early 19th Century mausoleum of the MacLeans of Coll. A squat, square building of dressed stone 

and crumbling crenellations. As we examined the various plants growing on the walls (Black Spleenwort and 

Common Scurvygrass) and inside the sanctuary (huge Flag Irises perhaps benefiting from the elevated 

Phosphorus in the soil) there was a sudden cry of alarm: “My bins! Where are my bins?” We hurriedly retraced 

our steps to the hand-washing point where the owner was reunited with his binoculars which, unfortunately, 

were rolling gently in the surf.   

We strolled back to the minibus, via a farm building playing host to several recently fledged Swallows and their 

over-worked parents.  Like us, they would soon be leaving the island and, again like some of us at least, would be 

hastening back next year.   

Back at the ferry terminal, there was no sign of the Otter from earlier in the week, but it was evident that he had 

breakfasted here at some point this morning as a large sea urchin had been broken open and lay on the rocks just 

above the breaking waves.  One of our number was keen for another memento of the trip and, risking life and 

limb, scrambled out to retrieve the extinguished echinoderm.   

As the ferry approached, the aeolian wind organ (created by the stiff breeze in the hollow railings of the pier) 

played a mournful tune, summonsing perhaps the pair of Red-throated Divers that flew down to see us off. 

Vying with them for our attention, a Peregrine harassed a couple of Arctic Skuas which had inadvertently 

wandered into its airspace across the bay.  The ferry finally bore us away and we were escorted by Puffins, 

Razorbills, Gannets and Kittiwakes. Further out, a thousand Manx Shearwaters tracked alongside the boat, 

alternating black and white crosses of sheer Hebridean delight.  
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tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


The Isle of Coll Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     Sep 21 11 
 

Species Lists 

Birds (✓ = recorded but not counted) 

 
      July 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

1 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

2 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis         ✓     

3 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Gannet Morus bassanus ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo ✓         ✓   

6 Shag Gulosus aristotelis ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 Greylag Goose Anser anser ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 Canada Goose Branta canadensis ✓       ✓   ✓ 

10 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos     ✓         

11 Teal Anas crecca     ✓         

12 Eider Somateria mollissima ✓         ✓ ✓ 

13 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla ✓             

15 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus       ✓ ✓ ✓   

16 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

17 Peregrine Falco peregrinus       ✓     ✓ 

18 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

19 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

20 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

21 Turnstone Arenaria interpres     ✓         

22 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   ✓   ✓     ✓ 

23 Redshank Tringa totanus         ✓ ✓   

24 Greenshank Tringa nebularia       ✓     ✓ 

25 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa ✓     ✓       

26 Curlew Numenius arquata ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

27 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus ✓             

28 Snipe Gallinago gallinago         ✓     

29 Great Skua Stercorarius skua ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

30 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

31 Common Gull Larus canus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

32 Herring Gull Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

35 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla ✓       ✓   ✓ 

36 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

37 Puffin Fratercula arctica ✓           ✓ 

38 Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle ✓             

39 Guillemot Uria aalge ✓         ✓ ✓ 

40 Razorbill Alca torda             ✓ 

41 Rock Dove Columba livia ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

42 Woodpigeon Columba palumbus   ✓         ✓ 

43 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus     ✓         

45 Skylark Alauda arvensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

46 Sand Martin Riparia riparia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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      July 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

47 Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

48 Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

49 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

50 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba           ✓   

51 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

52 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

53 Dunnock Prunella modularis             ✓ 

54 Robin Erithacus rubecula ✓     ✓     ✓ 

55 Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 Stonechat Saxicola rubicola ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

57 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

58 Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

59 Whitethroat Curruca communis ✓             

60 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus 

  ✓           

61 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ 

62 Goldcrest Regulus regulus ✓           ✓ 

63 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

64 Raven Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

65 Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

66 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓ 

68 Linnet Linaria cannabina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Twite Linaria flavirostris ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

70 Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

71 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

72 Greenfinch Chloris chloris ✓             

73 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus ✓     ✓   ✓   

 

Other vertebrates 

      July 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

Mammals                 

1 Western European 
Hedgehog  

Erinaceus europaeus   ✓ ✓         

2 European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus     ✓   ✓ ✓   

3 Brown Hare  Lepus europaeus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

4 European Otter  Lutra lutra   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

5 Harbour Seal  Phoca vitulina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

6 Grey Seal  Halichoerus grypus       ✓     ✓ 

7 Common Dolphin  Delphinus delphis         ✓     

8 Bottlenose Dolphin  Tursiops truncatus ✓             

9 Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena ✓             

10 Dolphin sp             ✓ ✓ 

                    

  Amphibians and Reptiles 
 

              

11 Common Frog Rana temporaria   ✓ ✓         

12 Viviparous Lizard Zootoca vivipara ✓   ✓         

                    

  Fish                 
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      July 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

13 Brown Trout Salmo trutta   ✓   ✓       

Invertebrates 

      July 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

  Bees                 

1 Moss Carder Bee Bombus muscorum   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Great Yellow Bumblebee Bombus distinguendus ✓             

3 Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

4 Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidarius         ✓     

5 Cuckoo Bee sp Psithyrus sp         ✓     

                    

  Butterflies                 

6 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 Grayling Hipparchia semele   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

9 Small Heath Coenonympha 
pamphilus 

            ✓ 

10 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Green-veined White Pieris napi ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ 

                    

  Moths                 

12 Common Heath (moth) Ematurga atomaria     ✓         

13 Small Argent and Sable 
(moth) 

Rheumaptera hastata           ✓   

14 Chevron Eulithis testata     ✓         

15 Fox Moth (caterpillar) Macrothylacia rubi         ✓     

16 Magpie Moth Abraxas grossulariata ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓ 

17 a micro moth Crambus perlella     ✓         

18 a micro moth Agriphila tristella     ✓         

19 Brown China Mark Elophila nymphaeata     ✓         

                    

  Moth Trap                 

20 Small Fan-footed Wave Idaea biselata   ✓           

21 Scotch Annulet Gnophos obfuscatus   ✓           

22 Scalloped Oak Crocallis elinguaria   ✓           

23 Magpie Moth Abraxas grossulariata   ✓           

24 Garden Tiger Arctia caja   ✓           

25 Ingrailed Clay Diarsia mendica   ✓           

26 Dotted Clay Xestia baja   ✓           

27 Large Yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba   ✓           

28 Lesser Yellow Underwing Noctua comes   ✓           

29 Antler Cerapteryx graminis   ✓           

30 True Lover's Knot Lycophotia porphyrea   ✓           

31 Campion Hadena rivularis   ✓           

32 Smoky Wainscot Mythimna impura   ✓           

33 Bright-line Brown-eye Lacanobia oleracea   ✓           

34 Dark Arches Apamea monoglypha   ✓           

35 Light Arches Apamea lithoxylaea   ✓           

36 Common Rustic agg Mesapamea sp   ✓           

37 Clouded-bordered Brindle Apamea crenata   ✓           



The Isle of Coll Tour Report 

 

 

14  © Naturetrek   Sep 21 
 

      July 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

38 Rustic Hoplodrina blanda   ✓           

39 Gold Spot Plusia festucae   ✓           

40 Timothy Tortrix Aphelia paleana   ✓           

41 a micro moth Crambus perlella   ✓           

42 a micro moth Udea lutealis   ✓           

                    

  Dragonflies and 
Damselflies 

                

43 Common Blue  Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum     ✓         

44 Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans     ✓         

45 Brown Hawker Aeshna grandis ✓             

                    

46 Sexton Beetle Necrophorus sp   ✓           

47 Red Soldier Beetle Rhagonycha fulva     ✓   ✓   ✓ 

48 Dor Beetle Geotrupes stercorarius       ✓       

                    

49 a Mirid plant bug Leptoterna sp     ✓         

                    

50 a mite gall on Bloody 
Cranesbill 

Aceria geranii             ✓ 

51 a louse gall on Jointed Rush Livia juncii   ✓           

52 a sawfly gall on Creeping 
Willow 

Euura collactanea   ✓           

                    

53 a drone-fly Eristalis sp         ✓     

54 a sawfly Tenthredo sp             ✓ 

                    

55 Moon Jellyfish Aurelia aurita ✓ ✓           

56 Compass Jellyfish Chrysaora hysoscella   ✓           

 

Plants 
 
        Frequency (A=Abundant, 

F=Frequent,O=Occasional, 
R=Rare) 

    Scientific Name Common Name 

Machair 
and 

Dunes 

        

  1 Achillea millefolium Yarrow O 

  2 Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid O 

  3 Anthyllis vulneraria Kidney Vetch O 

  4 Arctium nemorosum Wood Burdock O 

  5 Bellis perennis Daisy A 

  6 Campanula rotundifolia Harebell F 

  7 Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower R 

  8 Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O 

  9 Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury R 

  10 Cerastium diffusum Sea Mouse-ear R 

  11 Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear F 

  12 Coeloglossum viride Frog Orchid O 

  13 Dactylorhiza fuchsii  Common-spotted Orchid F 

  14 Daucus carota Wild Carrot F 
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        Frequency (A=Abundant, 
F=Frequent,O=Occasional, 
R=Rare) 

    Scientific Name Common Name 

  15 Erodium cicutarium Stork's-bill R 

  16 Euphrasia sp Eyebright F 

  17 Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw F 

  18 Geranium sanguineum Bloody Crane's-bill A 

  19 Hypochaeris radicata Common Cat's-ear A 

  20 Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling F 

  21 Linum catharticum Fairy Flax F 

  22 Listera ovata Twayblade R 

  23 Lotus corniculatus Bird's-foot Trefoil F 

  24 Odontities vernus Red Bartsia O 

  25 Petasites hybridus Butterbur R 

  26 Plantago coronopus Buck's-horn Plantain O 

  27 Polygala vulgaris Common Milkwort O 

  28 Polygonum aviculare  Knotgrass R 

  29 Potentilla anserina Silverweed F 

  30 Prunella vulgaris Self-heal F 

  31 Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup F 

  32 Rhinanthus minor Yellow-rattle F 

  33 Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel O 

  34 Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel R 

  35 Sagina nodosa Knotted Pearlwort R 

  36 Thalictrum minus Lesser Meadow-rue F 

  37 Ammophila arenaria Marram Grass A 

  38 Carex arenaria Sand Sedge A 

  39 Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge F 

  40 Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail A 

  41 Koeleria macrantha Crested Hairgrass A 

          

Moorland 
and Bog 

        

  42 Achillea ptarmica Sneezewort R 

  43 Anagallis tenella Bog Pimpernel O 

  44 Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica O 

  45 Antennaria dioica Mountain Everlasting O 

  46 Calluna vulgaris Ling Heather A 

  47 Caltha palustris Marsh Marigold O 

  48 Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle O 

  49 Dactylorhiza incarnata Early Marsh Orchid O 

  50 Dactylorhiza maculata Heath Spotted Orchid O 

  51 Drosera intermedia Oblong-leaved Sundew R 

  52 Drosera rotundifolia Round-leaved Sundew O 

  53 Empetrum nigrum Crowberry R 

  54 Erica cinerea Bell Heather F 

  55 Erica tetralix Cross-leaved Heath F 

  56 Eriocaulon aquaticum Pipewort LA 

  57 Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet F 

  58 Juniperus communis Common Juniper O 

  59 Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort LA 

  60 Hypericum elodes Marsh St John's-wort R 

  61 Hypericum pulchrum Slender St John's-wort O 

  62 Iris pseudacorus Yellow Flag Iris F 
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        Frequency (A=Abundant, 
F=Frequent,O=Occasional, 
R=Rare) 

    Scientific Name Common Name 

  63 Lathyrus linifolius Bitter Vetchling R 

  64 Lobelia dortmanna Water Lobelia LA 

  65 Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil O 

  66 Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged Robin O 

  67 Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife O 

  68 Lysimachia punctata Dotted Loosestrife R 

  69 Melampyrum pratense Common Cow-wheat R 

  70 Mentha aquatica Water Mint O 

  71 Menyanthes trifoliata Bogbean O 

  72 Myrica gale Bog Myrtle F 

  73 Narthecium ossifragum Bog Asphodel F 

  74 Nymphaea alba White Water Lily LA 

  75 Oenanthe lachenalii Parsley Water-dropwort R 

  76 Parnassia palustris Grass of Parnassus O 

  77 Pedicularis palustris Marsh Lousewort O 

  78 Pedicularis sylvatica Common Lousewort O 

  79 Pinguicula vulgaris Common Butterwort O 

  80 Platanthera bifolia Lesser Butterfly-orchid R 

  81 Polygala serpyllifolia Heath Milkwort O 

  82 Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed LA 

  83 Potentilla erecta Tormentil F 

  84 Potentilla palustris Marsh Cinquefoil R 

  85 Ranunculus flammula Lesser Spearwort O 

  86 Salix repens Creeping Willow F 

  87 Samolus valerandi Brookweed O 

  88 Scutellaria minor Lesser Skullcap R 

  89 Sedum anglicum English Stonecrop O 

  90 Senecio aquaticus Marsh Ragwort O 

  91 Spiranthes romanzoffiana Irish Lady's-tresses R 

  92 Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit Scabious F 

  93 Thymus polytrichus Wild Thyme F 

  94 Triglochin palustris Marsh Arrow-grass R 

  95 Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry R 

  96 Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal Grass A 

  97 Blechnum spicant Hard Fern F 

  98 Carex binervis Green-ribbed Sedge O 

  99 Carex echinata Star Sedge O 

  100 Carex nigra Common Sedge F 

  101 Carex ovalis Oval Sedge O 

  102 Carex panicea Carnation Sedge F 

  103 Danthonia decumbens Heath-grass O 

  104 Eleocharis palustris Common Spike-rush LA 

  105 Eleogiton fluitans Floating Club-rush R 

  106 Eriophorum angustifolium Common Cotton-grass A 

  107 Eriophorum vaginatum Hare's-tail Cotton-grass O 

  108 Festuca vivipara Viviparous Fescue F 

  109 Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush A 

  110 Molinia purpurea Purple Moorgrass A 

  111 Nardus stricta Mat Grass A 

  112 Osmunda regalis Royal Fern O 
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        Frequency (A=Abundant, 
F=Frequent,O=Occasional, 
R=Rare) 

    Scientific Name Common Name 

  113 Pteridium aquilinum Bracken LA 

  114 Trichophorum cespitosum Deergrass F 

          

Gully 
Woodland 

        

  115 Corylus avellana Hazel R 

  116 Hedera helix Ivy R 

  117 Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell O 

  118 Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O 

  119 Oxalis acetosella Wood Sorrel O 

  120 Populus tremula Aspen O 

  121 Primula vulgaris Primrose R 

  122 Salix aurita Eared Willow LA 

  123 Sorbus aucuparia Rowan R 

  124 Asplenium  adiantum-nigrum Black Spleenwort R 

  125 Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort R 

  126 Polypodium vulgare Common Polypody R 

          

Rocky 
Shores, 
Beaches 

and 
Saltmarsh 

        

  127 Armeria maritima Thrift F 

  128 Atriplex glabriuscula Babington's Orache O 

  129 Atriplex laciniata Frosted Orache O 

  130 Cakile maritima Sea Rocket O 

  131 Cochlearia officinalis Common Scurvygrass R 

  132 Glaux maritima Sea Milkwort R 

  133 Honkenya peploides Sea Sandwort R 

  134 Oenanthe crocata Hemlock Water-dropwort R 

  135 Plantago maritima Sea Plantain F 

  136 Polygonum oxyspermum Ray's Knotgrass O 

  137 Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup R 

  138 Triglochin maritimum Sea Arrow-grass R 

  139 Tripleurospermum maritimum Sea Mayweed LA 

  140 Tropaeolum majus Garden Nasturtium R 

  141 Tussilago farfara Coltsfoot R 

  142 Carex otrubae False Fox Sedge R 

  143 Zostera marina Common Sea Grass R 

Fungi         

  144 Anthracoidea karii a plant smut on Star Sedge O 

 
 


