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Tour participants: Stewart Woolley (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients  

Day 1 Saturday 21st May 

If the weather that greeted us in Fort William was to be a sign of things to come, then we were in for a rough 

time! Torrential rain accompanied us right up through the Great Glen, across Kintail, Lochalsh and onto Skye, 

stopping only once until we reached the port of Uig. As we were at the ferry in plenty of time, we took the 

opportunity for some breakfast and a wander. Singing Sedge Warbler and a few Common Linnets were in 

roadside bushes, Eurasian Curlew and Eurasian Rock Pipit on the shore, and a smart Great Northern Diver with 

at least four Black Guillemots in the bay. A large raptor over a nearby ridge turned out to be an adult White-

tailed Eagle, soon followed by a second. Minutes later more shapes appeared: a pair of Golden Eagles too. These 

were the two birds we had hoped to connect with during the week, but certainly not together before we had 

boarded the ferry! 

 

Once on board the MV Hebrides, we slowly made our way out past the north-west corner of Skye and into the 

Little Minch, a sea area notorious for its rough waters, but today there was hardly even a ripple on our coffee! 

The one hour forty five minute sailing was pretty quiet bird-wise with a few Northern Fulmars, nine plus Manx 

Shearwaters close to the boat, around a dozen Atlantic Puffins and a few distant Northern Gannets. The 

gorgeous sheltered bay of Lochmaddy soon came into view and two Arctic Skuas sat on the sea and a Great 

Skua flew low and fast along the shoreline. Looking up, we saw another adult White-tailed Eagle, then another, 

then another, plus two more Golden Eagles on the next hill. Lochmaddy Bay is usually good for a Red-throated 

Diver or two, and a pair sat with two more flying over nearby proved this once again. A guide always wants to 

show their clients as much as possible, but ‘clearing up’ before we had even disembarked was a slightly scary 

thought! 

 

After checking in and getting ourselves settled, we met up with two of the group who had flown to Benbecula 

and we all headed off a little way north for a look along the Loch Portain road before dinner. This dead-end road 

gave us a nice feel of the scenery that dominates the eastern side of North Uist: moorland lochans, sheltered sea 

lochs and rugged rocky coastline. These habitats gave a mix of birds with Common Shelduck, Red-breasted 

Merganser, European Stonechat, Northern Wheatear and two showy Common Cuckoos present. A large shape 

breaking the skyline was yet another Golden Eagle with a second soon afterwards. As if it couldn’t get any better, 

this bird was being mobbed by a pair of Merlin; so tiny in comparison. Another Great Northern Diver by a 

nearby fishing slip showed very well, giving group members an opportunity to see, at relatively close range, the 

features that separate this species from its near relatives.    

 

The day had started with little promise, but had ended with a very impressive roll-call with at least eleven eagles 

seen. After dinner and a chat, some of us went for a very short stroll just out from the hotel. The sun was setting 

and the wind had dropped, leaving a mirror surface to the bay; perfect for spotting a distant ripple - a European 

Otter with a second possible gave tantalising views. Also Common Seal and a few Red Deer were welcome 

additions to a great day’s wildlife watching. Roll on Sunday! 
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Day 2 Sunday 22nd May 

Day 2 dawned crisp and cool with a gentle breeze from the north-west. Early risers set of at 6.30am for a pre-

breakfast outing along the road to Berneray. Before leaving Lochmaddy a pair of Twite showed well by the 

community centre, the male showing his candy pink rump well in the early sunshine. Further on a fly through 

Arctic Skua and a showy Short-eared Owl were well received. We then turned off and drove along the track to 

Clachan Sands, a stunning expanse of white sand and blue sea. Several small groups of very distant divers could 

well have been Black-throated Divers, but the heat haze preventing positive identification was a nice complaint 

to have. Mixed waders on the farmland and a few ‘proper’ Rock Doves gave a good feel of a Hebridean spring.    

The return to the hotel added good but brief views of a Common Cuckoo on a roadside post.   

 

The whole group set off after breakfast and we headed anticlockwise around the top end of North Uist, passing 

Greinetobht and spotting a few roadside Northern Wheatears and European Stonechats. Our first destination 

was the committee road running north-south through North Uist. Here we hoped to find Hen Harriers 

displaying over the plantation and soon picked up a distant male, but another male that seemed to rise from just 

below our parking spot blew us away in the gorgeous light. An adult Golden Eagle and several Red Deer were a 

high quality supporting cast, as were the many cuckoos calling from the plantation. Heading onwards, we saw 

peat cuttings that remind us that life on the extremes is a far cry from most of our experiences. 

 

We reached Cladach and turned north towards the Balranald RSPB reserve, diverting along the Paibeil loop road 

in the hope of Corn Crake. We were rewarded with at least four birds rasping from two small areas, but 

unfortunately none were seen. 

 

Heading down a small road that we will call a diversion (not the wrong road!) we came across a large area of 

reedbed with singing Sedge Warbler and a smart male Common Reed Bunting on show. Now on the right road, 

we soon approached Balranald and stopped to watch a Northern Lapwing chick, independent of parents and 

going about its business. We drove along the sand track to Aird an Runair and very quickly heard Corn Bunting 

calling. Another a little further on gave much better views; a bird new to several group members. Once 

overlooking the beach, we set off on foot towards the point and were amazed at the numbers of waders feeding 

amongst the weed. This gave us a chance to compare birds in differing stages of plumage, with Dunlin, 

Sanderling and Ruddy Turnstone being the main species. Another group pointed us in the direction of a female 

Ruff, so it was only right and proper that Stewart should find them a smart Curlew Sandpiper, not a bird we 

would have expected to encounter, as a thank-you. Sitting at the point allowed us to revel in the beauty of the 

day with St Kilda in the distance beckoning some of the group. Small numbers of Arctic Tern around the 

breeding colony were certainly making a racket! 

 

As Balranald was meant to be a sideline and lunchtime been and gone, we headed south, crossing the causeways 

onto Grimsay and then Benbecula. A stunning male Hen Harrier flew alongside the bus giving excellent views. 

The main reason for visiting this part of Benbecula was the off-chance of seeing a Red-necked Phalarope at a 

historically reliable site, and two female birds at relatively close range put smiles on faces. An adult White-tailed 

Eagle overhead added to the joy. As the day was now wearing on, we went for a drive along the single track road 

to Peter’s Port. A single full summer plumage European Golden Plover at the roadside was a head-turner, as was 

a Common Redshank chick. As it was now six o’clock we drove back to the hotel, spotting a Short-eared Owl 

and a diver in flight, likely a Black-throated Diver, on the way. 
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Day 3 Monday 23rd May 

Early risers were greeted by a grey, cool and decidedly damp-looking start to the day. This quickly improved, so a 

session looking for otters in the bay was called for. After a short search we spotted a European Otter close to the 

shore which eventually gave views down to around twenty yards, even sitting long enough to pose for 

photographs. Well satisfied, we headed just out of the village to look for moorland divers. A pair of Red-throated 

Divers and two overhead Black-throated Divers gave promise of a great day - just how great we were to find out 

later! The supporting cast consisted of two Common Greenshanks and a very confiding Short-eared Owl.    

 

Breakfast done, we set off for a trip to the gorgeous relaxed island of Berneray. Red-breasted Merganser, plenty 

of waders and the ever present roadside chats lined the route. Berneray has a unique feel to it, giving a sense of a 

thriving small island community. Plenty of wildlife is a bonus too. Driving very slowly along the road through the 

Borve Machair we were able view at close range, hundreds of Common Ringed Plover, Dunlin, Northern 

Lapwing and Eurasian Oystercatcher, with plenty of Eurasian Skylark and Arctic Terns as well. Unexpected and 

very welcome was a single Pale bellied Brant Goose, possibly a bird heading north from Northern Ireland. With 

the air full of bird song and the sun now shining, we walked through the machair to the west beach, a vast 

ribbon of white sand running north-south and pointing the way to Harris. Sitting on top of the dunes, basking in 

the near-Caribbean scene, we spotted a single Porpoise and a Little Tern feeding just off the beach. Suitably 

relaxed and in need of coffee, the Lobsterpot tea room hit the spot!  

 

A very short drive north allowed us to sit and watch the seals at Loch a Bhaigh, with both Common and Grey 

Seals present. Just around the hill was East Beach, a more rocky and weedy but no less stunning spot. With 

Arctic Skua overhead and plenty of gulls and waders, including Black-tailed Godwit, we had the opportunity to 

compare stages of plumage.   

 

From being super-relaxed on Berneray, the heart rate quickened as we then travelled steadily but directly west 

and then south over the committee road, eventually ending up peering into a garden at Paibeil, where we stood 

and unbelievably watched Britain’s fourteenth Black-billed Cuckoo, the first for sixteen years and the only spring 

record ever! It was a truly stunning adult with a long decurved bill and a smart red orbital ring. After a couple of 

hours we left the bird and headed along the Balranald road in the hope of catching a glimpse of Corn Crake. 

People had been saying they had been hard to see this spring, but ‘our’ bird stood in the open, allowing us all 

prolonged views, even as it ran alongside the bus on our departure. What a bird; a first for some of the group, 

and a far cry from the usual tip of a bill poking from a nettle patch! 

 

We slowly headed back towards Lochmaddy, only diverting to the St Kilda viewpoint on the top of Cleitreabhal 

a Deas to take in the majesty of these islands. Our first and last bird of the day was once again Common Cuckoo, 

not something that happens very often on the mainland! 

Day 4 Tuesday 24th May 

Early morning otter watching from Lochmaddy failed to yield any sightings on this bright but breezy day, so we 

set off a few miles to the west of the village in the hope of finding a diver or two on some of the moorland 

lochs. Our vigilance eventually paid off as Jan found a superb pair of Red-throated Diver on a lochan much 

closer to our position than we had been looking. We enjoyed stunning views in the bright light. Although we 
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were only out pre-breakfast for an hour, Short-eared Owl, a ringtail Hen harrier, Twite, Whimbrel, European 

Golden Plover, two Arctic Skuas plus the divers left us all well satisfied and in need of coffee. 

 

Heading south for a day to explore the top end of South Uist, we detoured and took the road around Grimsay, 

passing the small harbour at Kallin. The usual mix of moorland species showed in modest numbers, with chats, 

Common Buzzard, Meadow Pipit, Common Kestrel, waders and Eurasian Skylark present. 

 

Continuing south, we crossed the causeways over the centre of Benbecula, spotting a superb male Hen Harrier at 

the roadside. We turned west once on South Uist at Carnan. Immediately we were surrounded by the sound of 

birds: Common Redshank with young, Eurasian Skylark, Northern Lapwing and the ever present Common 

Starlings, all calling or singing as we headed off road along the farm track to Lochdar. Feeling very relaxed, we 

stopped at the excellent Hebridean jewellery workshop for a drink and some retail therapy. The small loch 

behind the shop held two Whooper Swans, a drake Northern Shoveler, Red-breasted Merganser and surprisingly, 

two Little Terns on a small island.   

 

Next stop was the beach just to the north of Aird a’ Mhachair. There were waders aplenty, including one 

hundred and thirty eight Bar-tailed Godwits, a few Dunlin, Common Ringed Plover and Sanderling plus a small 

flock of Red Knot with one superb summer plumaged red bird, which allowed us to continue our education in 

wader identification. We also heard a Corn Crake “rasping” in a nearby field. 

 

Moving on, we entered the restricted area called the Range, a vast low lying mhachair used by the military but 

farmed traditionally. This allows wading birds to feed and breed in good numbers. Another Whimbrel very close 

to the vehicle gave the back seat snappers the chance to hone their skills. A leisurely lunch was taken on the 

beach where we watched groups of Sanderling feeding. Some of the group sat and basked in the sunshine, whilst 

the hardcore dipped their toes in the Atlantic Ocean! Reluctantly we climbed aboard and exited the ‘zone’ 

through the village of Geirinis, stopping for a look over Loch Bi. Remembering Gordons’s effort in counting the 

Mute Swans last year, Stewart did a quick tally, counting at least four hundred and eighteen and beating last year’s 

total by eighty eight. 

 

As a break from birding, we drove up the hill Ruabhal, to admire the spectacular view from the top. Today we 

could see Barra, Eriskay, South Uist, Benbecula, North Uist, Harris, Skye including the Cuillins, St Kilda, and the 

Monach isles. Our thirst for spectacular panoramas temporarily quenched, we turned east on the Loch Sgioport 

road, parking at Loch Druidibeag. Here we took a short stroll across the peat moorland to a vantage point 

overlooking a secluded part of the loch. Divers were once again our target, but Common Tern, Red-breasted 

Merganser, Eurasian Wigeon and Mute Swan plus plenty of evidence of Red Grouse were all we could find. 

 

 Next we headed back to the main road and a little further south, taking the side road to Loch Aienort. This is a 

fabulously rugged area with an extensive tidal loch, full of islands, covered today with Common Seals. We ended 

at secluded woodland with several well marked paths. A Red-throated Diver showed well some way across the 

loch, as did a single Black Guillemot. The woodland seemed unusually quiet with just a handful of European 

Goldfinch, Common Chaffinch, thrushes and Eurasian Wren evident.  

 

Again, basking in the sun, some of the group took a chance for a sit down whilst others explored a little further 

on. Common Cuckoo, Grey Heron, Willow Warbler and plenty more seals kept us focussed. Walking back, a 
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superb male Hen Harrier which flew fast over the loch was unexpected, as was an early Four Spotted Chaser, 

which sat long enough for photographs. With time marching on, we headed north once again, ‘home’ just in time 

for dinner. 

Day 5 Wednesday 25th May 

It was bright and breezy as the bus set off at 6am for a quick pre-breakfast trip. This morning’s route took us to 

the end of the Loch Portain road at Cheesebay. A Short-eared Owl, the first of several today, showed briefly but 

well, as did a second at Blathaisbhal. The harbour was very quiet, but a fly by female Golden Eagle on the way 

back dropped just out of sight, teasing us as we knew of her presence by the marauding gulls and Hooded Crows 

mobbing her. 

 

Today a boat trip from Grimsay was on the agenda. With the sun still shining, we set off at 10am for a slow 

steam through some very secluded sea lochs. Jan did well to pick up a pale phase Arctic Skua soon after leaving 

port. Common Seal, Red-breasted Merganser, plenty of herons and Arctic Terns were a great start as we passed 

the island of Ronay to starboard. Two distant Red-throated Divers plus another two in flight soon after were 

welcome, as was a sublime Black-throated Diver, its ‘contemporary’ plumage impressing all aboard.  

 

Preparing ourselves for the main event, we headed seaward and were all taken by the sheer majesty a female 

White-tailed Eagle as she approached our stern. Cruising back to slightly calmer waters, our skipper Nick threw 

just one medium-sized pollack overboard and moved away a little. Minutes later, the eagle circled, banked and 

took the fish as we all stood in awe. What a bird! The scale of these birds is sometimes hard to judge at distance, 

but how many birds can cast a shadow over a thirty five foot boat? Soon after the male took flight; much smaller 

than the female but huge all the same. Slowly cruising along the cliff face, Nick took us for brief, but superb 

views of the single eagle chick on the nest, not lingering as he was keen not to disturb these birds. 

 

Still revelling from our experience, we made our way back to Kallin and set off northwards for lunch at 

Balranald, stopping for another look at the Black-billed Cuckoo at Paibeil. Once at Balranald, some of us took a 

stroll to the point, taking time to go through the feeding flocks of beach waders, whilst others just enjoyed a 

break in the sunshine. Returning to Lochmaddy via the committee road once again, we were all glad of an early 

finish and a chance to take in the morning’s events over a coffee, or a nap. 

Day 6 Thursday 26th May 

A cool easterly wind greeted the pre-breakfast party. We set off for the mainly conifer woodland at Langais.  

Taking a stroll through the trees, we soon picked up a couple of Goldcrest calling above, accompanied by yet 

another Common Cuckoo. A medium large raptor overhead was probably Peregrine Falcon, but it did not hang 

around long enough to confirm. Common Chaffinch, surprisingly scarce this week, were present in small 

numbers and a fly over Common Redpoll as we posed for photographs with the memorial to Hercules the Bear 

was not expected. With an over-riding need for coffee, we slowly made our way back to the hotel, stopping only 

for the first of several Hen Harriers of the day. This one, a male, followed the old road to Lochmaddy, eventually 

peeling off north over the moorland. A distant dark phase Arctic Skua and two gorgeous summer plumage 

European Golden Plovers set us up for a great day. 
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After breakfast our first stop was a roadside loch not far south. Two shapes spotted from the front of the bus 

turned out to be a pair of stunning Black-throated Divers. Although we had seen a very smart bird earlier in the 

week, a pair on a moorland loch had the edge. 

 

Continuing south, we decided that as we were passing through Benbecula, we would call in and try for Red-

necked Phalarope once more. One male was quickly spotted and seen well by all. The general area around 

Griminis was alive with calling waders, with plenty of Common Redshank and Northern Lapwing with broods. 

Up to four phalaropes had been seen during the week, but seeing even one at the far southern edge of their 

breeding range is always a treat. 

 

Loch Druidibeag Natonal Nature Reserve on South Uist is a stunning area of small rocky vegetated islands, 

surrounded by rugged peaks to the south and a gently sloping grassy hill to the north. As we followed the single 

track east, we were once again spoiled with great views, close to the bus, of a ringtail Hen Harrier. She swung 

into the wind just to our side and we all sat, revelling in her presence. At the far end of this road lay the ruined 

pier at Loch Sgiopiort, usually a good bet for a Great Northern Diver to be sheltering from the strong westerly 

winds, but all we had was flat calm and baking sunshine. One or two Red-breasted Merganser seemed to be the 

only birds around, until a distant Golden Eagle showed briefly through the heat haze. 

 

Nearing lunchtime, we made the ruined chapels at Howmore our next stop. A calling Corn Crake just under our 

feet proved elusive, but there were plenty of waders, Eurasian Skylark and gulls on show. Taking a wrong turn 

on our short walk turned out well as a Great Yellow Bumblebee went about its business in meadows next to the 

road. Heading back across the Machair, two Corn Buntings called and then sat on a nearby fence, giving us time 

to ‘scope’ them: such a shame that we are now only able to see these charismatic little birds at increasingly few 

sites across the country. Bowing to enormous pressure and the threat of mutiny, Stewart took the bus a few 

miles south for a short break at the Kildonnan Museum and Barbara’s Café, where a little retail therapy was 

called for! Suitably loaded up with trinkets, we went west to the promontory at Rubh Ardvule, one of the two 

skua passage watch points. Weather conditions this year meant that there hadn’t really been a passage, so an off-

shore Great Skua and a Great Northern Diver just off the point were welcome. 

 

As the day was now wearing on, we slowly made our way north through the wonderful coastal strip at Ormacleit 

and Staonibrig. There were waders all around, particularly Northern Lapwing and Common Redshank, many 

with broods, calling Common Snipe and singing Sedge Warbler and Common Reed Bunting in modest numbers.  

All very relaxed and sun baked, a call from Megan of a superb roadside Short-eared Owl sat on a post was a great 

spot. Venturing back to Benbecula and turning west, we ended up at the locally named Coot Loch, oddly to find 

a Eurasian Coot, a bird we had had not noted earlier in the week. Aptly named, this super little wetland yielded at 

least four coots with Little Grebe, Gadwall, Northern Shoveler, Common Shelduck and Arctic Tern too.  

 

Ready for supper and suitably worn out, we drove directly back to Lochmaddy, with another Short-eared Owl at 

Clachan ending the day. 

Day 7 Friday 27th May 

We had been out in the bus each morning before breakfast, so today the early risers took a walk around 

Lochmaddy, exploring the top end of the village and its wildlife. At least four Twite showed by the small 
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community centre and museum, with two Red-throated Divers calling as they flew by. Whilst heading towards 

the old suspension footbridge, two Common Cuckoos called and Steve found a Goldcrest in a local garden. 

Wandering back for breakfast, Stewart found a first winter/moulting spring Iceland Gull as it circled around the 

village; a bird hoped for, but not expected on the eastern side of North Uist.     

 

After breakfast we drove to Loch Langais, stopping on the way to admire yet another female White-tailed Eagle. 

She was circling above us, eyeing up a brood of Greylag Goose goslings but decided to move away to the north. 

The walk at Langais took us past a small mixed plantation where a singing Willow Warbler tormented the 

photographers. Continuing south we soon arrived at the stone circle. With a peaceful atmosphere and stunning 

scenery, we stood and watched two European Otters in the distance, playing on rocks and feeding. A Eurasian 

Curlew called and a smart Red Deer stag in velvet sat on a nearby ridge and kept his eye on us. 

 

Heading up the committee road to drop off Angela for a walk at Greinetobht, a nice Short-eared Owl at the 

roadside allowed us yet another good viewing of a bird that featured so often in our travels throughout the week. 

 

Today was to be spent re-aquainting ourselves with North Uist and its birds, so our next stop was for the Black-

billed Cuckoo; such a rare opportunity to see a seemingly healthy example from a family of birds that usually 

succumb pretty quickly having crossed the Atlantic. Full of energy and feeding well, the bird sat in the open and 

showed very well. A calling Corn Crake, hidden from view, was an added bonus. How often can Corn Crake be 

described as the supporting cast? 

 

The RSPB reserve at Balranald is an absolute must during a springtime visit to the Hebrides. Even multiple trips 

here seem to turn up something new each time, so with lunch in mind, we drove slowly to the reserve, stopping 

to listen for a confiding Corn Crake near the centre that had given us all such good views earlier in the week. 

After hearing it ‘rasping’, we left him in peace and appreciated the young Eurasian Oystercatcher and Northern 

Lapwing chicks in a roadside field.  

 

Driving out to the point at Aird an Runair, we sat and took in the stunning scene with gin clear blue waters, 

white sand and a gently breeze - there really couldn’t have been anywhere better in the world today! 

 

Earlier in the week we had struggled to get good views of Corn Bunting, but a singing bird sitting on a dead 

dock, right at the trackside, really put on a show - almost too close to focus on; what a treat! 

 

We slowly drove clockwise around the top end of North Uist to collect Angela. Once again with a full 

compliment, some great birds “in the bag” and the sun beating down through a cloudless sky, we set off on the 

road to Berneray, turning off road again and taking the track to Clachan sands. Here it was hard to watch nature 

in action as a Common Gull set about eating a very young lapwing chick, but not fretting too much as we could 

fully appreciated just how many broods we had seen during the week. It was quiet bird-wise, but it gave us yet 

another chance to just take it all in as the vista took in the island of Boreray and north-east to Harris.    

 

Having enjoyed our visit to Berneray so much on Monday, we decided that it should be our final destination of 

the week so we continued north, stopping off at Loch an Sticir where the ruins of an ancient settlement were 

well explained on interpretive boards. It was great to be able to fully understand just how hard life must have 
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been; and not a visitor centre or coffee shop anywhere in sight. An adult Golden Eagle over a nearby ridge gave 

the best views of the week. 

 

As we walked across the Borve Mhachair on Berneray, a few Dunlin fed nearby and yet again, plenty of 

Northern Lapwings surrounded us. Setting foot on the West Beach again, the same, or another Little Tern fed 

along the waterline, accompanied by an Arctic Tern for size comparison. Had we been any more “chilled”, we’d 

have been frozen! We had had wall to wall sunshine the whole week, with each day being just a bit warmer than 

the last. So we very slowly headed back towards Lochmaddy, stopping to see if the eagle was still there. It was, 

with a pal! These islands just kept delivering.     

 

After our last meal together, we sat and went through the day’s sightings: Red-throated Diver, White-tailed 

Eagle, Iceland Gull, Hen Harrier, Golden Eagle, Corn Bunting, Little Tern, Short-eared Owl, Corn Crake, Black-

billed Cuckoo and European Otter - quite a role-call in anyone’s book. Wrapping up the evening and preparing 

for an early start the next day, Stewart turned around and glanced out of the lounge window. A ripple on the flat 

waters of Lochmaddy bay was yet another otter, so we rushed outside and were rewarded with great views in the 

failing light as it looked directly at us from a few metres away before slinking off into the night. 

Day 8 Saturday 28th May 

Our week on the Uists had seen us bathed in almost wall to wall sunshine, so a grey and cool dawn was a bit of a 

reality check. As our homeward sailing was at 7.30am, an early trip out was not practical. We boarded the MV 

Hebrides, ready for the short crossing back to the Isle of Skye. Some of the group headed to the lounge for 

coffee and a feed whilst others ventured to the upper outside decks. As we pulled away, two European Otters 

showed well just off the quay, going about their business, fishing and seemingly playing too. Overhead, two Red-

throated Divers called, a sound quite similar to that of Greylag Goose. We had had several great encounters with 

all three diver species this week, each as memorable as the last. 

 

Heading out into the Little Minch and leaving Lochmaddy behind, what was at first thought to be a young 

Common Seal crossing our wake turned out to be yet another European Otter, our third of the day. Looking 

skyward, a large shape proved to be an adult White-tailed Eagle, soaring north from the crags of Li a Tuath.  

This bird, or another, had given us many sightings around the village during our stay and it felt like she was just 

here to see us off. 

 

The remainder of the crossing was very quiet, with just a handful of Manx Shearwaters briefly off the stern and 

the occasional Northern Gannet passing by. As we neared Skye, a nice large raft of European Shags, probably 

well over 100 birds, scattered as the ferry approached, and plenty of Black Guillemot on nearby rocky islands 

were very welcome. With about 8,000 pairs of Black Guillemots breeding in the UK, we had been very fortunate 

to consider this our commonest auk of the week! 

 

As some of the group had long road journeys ahead of them later in the day, we headed south without too many 

birding stops. At a brief visits to the Aros centre, near Portree on Skye we watched a Grey Heron crashing 

through the branches of the nearby heronry. Lunch was near Invermorriston where Eurasian Blackcap and 

Common Whitethroat were added. A viewpoint looking down Glen Garry gave us at least two Tree Pipits, and a 

walk around the Commando memorial at Spean Bridge certainly brought home the sacrifices made during the 
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war. The last few miles down the Great Glen soon saw us back where we had started a little over a week ago, in 

Fort William.   

 

We had had a great week with so much wildlife and truly stunning scenery, along with great company and new 

experiences for all. Thanks to Sue for the plant list, and to all for helping to make this year’s adventure even 

better than the last. Safe travels and happy wildlife watching. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; F = female) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus               

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser         

3 Brant Goose  Branta bernicla                

4 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor         

5 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus       2    1   

6 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna 5+         

7 Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope   4+        

8 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos         

9 Gadwall Anas strepera           6     

10 Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata   1         

11 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca          2   

12 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula           

13 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima          

14 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator 2        

15 Red-throated Loon (Diver)  Gavia stellata 2+   3 4+ 3+ 3+ 3 

16 Black-throated Loon (Diver)  Gavia arctica       1 2     

17 Great Northern Loon (Diver)  Gavia immer 2+        1   1 

18 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis 1              

19 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus 9+             1 

20 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis           4     

21 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea         

22 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus  1 30+         

23 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis              20+ 

24 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo         

25 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla 5      3+   1   

26 Northern Harrier  Circus cyaneus 1 3+   3+ 1  2   

27 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 2        

28 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos 6+ 3      1 2   

29 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus          

30 Merlin  Falco columbarius 2 dead             

31 Corn Crake  Crex crex   4+ 1+ 2+ 1 2 2   

32 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra                

33 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus         

34 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus         

35 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria             

36 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula           

37 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago   3         

38 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa   20+            

39 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica                

40 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus   1   2       

41 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   1        2   

42 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus         

43 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia     2+           

44 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos          

45 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres             

46 Sanderling  Calidris alba           

47 Ruff Philomachus pugnax   1             
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

48 Dunlin  Calidris alpina           

49 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea                

50 Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus   2F       1     

51 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla                

52 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus         

53 Common Gull  Larus canus         

54 Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides                

55 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus         

56 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus         

57 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus             

58 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis                

59 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons     1 2+        

60 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo               

61 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea         

62 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua 3+             

63 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 2+ 1  3 1      

64 Common Guillemot Uria aalge                

65 Razorbill  Alca torda                

66 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle 6+ 3+         15+ 

67 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica 8+               

68 Common Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia          

69 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus           

70 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto          

71 Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus     1         

72 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus 2+        

73 Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus   2+  2 3 4+    

74 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula                

75 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix         

76 Northern Raven  Corvus corax          

77 Carrion Crow Corvus corone                

78 Rook Corvus frugilegus                

79 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis          

80 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia              

81 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica          

82 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum                

83 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 1        

84 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita                

85 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 1            

86 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla                

87 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis                

88 Goldcrest Regulus regulus                

89 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes         

90 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris         

91 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula         

92 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos             

93 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula          

94 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola          

95 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe           

96 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus         

97 Dunnock  Prunella modularis              

98 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii         
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

99 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis         

100 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus            

101 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs             

102 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris            

103 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus                

104 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis            

105 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea                

106 Twite  Linaria flavirostris   4+  4+        

107 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina               

108 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra   2+       2    

109 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus             

Mammals                   

1 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus          

2 Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus                

3 Red Deer Cervus elaphus          

4 Common Seal Phoca vitulina           

5 Grey Seal Halicaoerus grypus               

6 European Otter Lutra lutra            2   

7 Porpoise Phocoena phocoena                

Invertebrates                   

1 Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata                

2 Giant Yellow Bumblebee Bombus distinguendus                

3 White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum                

4 Green-veined White  Pieris napi         

  

Corn Crake European Otter, Lochmaddy 
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Plants 

Flowering 

Daisy Meadow Buttercup Creeping Buttercup 

Dandelion Tormentil Storksbill 

White Clover Red Clover Milkwort 

Lousewort Sheep Sorrel Ladies Fingers/Birds Foot Trefoil 

Silverweed Ribwort Plantain Great Plantain 

Sea Plantain Scurvy Grass Cuckoo flower 

Dog Violet Wild Pansy Thrift 

Primrose Bluebell Fumitory 

Bog Bean Marsh Marigold Lesser Spearwort(water Buttercup) 

Kidney Vetch Sea Sandwort Thyme-leaved Sandwort 

Bladder Campion Charlock Thistle  

Common Cotton Grass Woodrush Common Horsetail 

Not Flowering 

Foxglove Ragwort Field scabious 

Yellow Flag Iris Burdock Wild Thyme 

Biting Stonecrop Angelica Rosebay Willowherb 

Waterlily  Ox-eye Daisy Heather 

Coltsfoot   

Flowering Trees/Shrubs 

Gorse Rowan Rhododendron 

Creeping Willow   

Ferns and Mosses 

Lady Fern Maidenhair Spleenwort Sphagnum Moss 

Club Moss   

 


