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Tour leader:   John Carruthers  

 

Participants:   Brian Maguire 

Eve Maguire 

    Pat Peters 

    Sue Ford 

    Kim Goodger 

Dave Goodger 

    Raymond Cruise 

    Isabel Berwick 

    Rob Finbow 

Beryl Finbow 

    Marlene Oster 

Day 1 Wednesday 1st June 

Weather: warm and sunny with a little breeze 

John met the group in the afternoon at the Aberdeen Ferry Terminal and we travelled overnight aboard a 

comfortable modern ferry, arriving in Lerwick at 7.30am after a smooth crossing. Birds seen on the way 

included Oystercatchers, Eiders, Gannets, Shags, Fulmars, Kittiwakes, Black Guillemots and Razorbills. 

One lucky member of the party had a brief sighting of an Otter at Aberdeen harbour entrance, and soon 

afterwards most of us saw some Bottlenose Dolphins quite close to the boat. 

Day 2 Thursday 2nd June 

Weather: Low cloud and rain, drying up with sunny intervals and a stiff breeze 

Leaving Lerwick at 8.30am, we travelled south stopping a couple of times to look at Grey Seals and Great 

Skuas. After checking in at the Sumburgh Hotel we set off for the bird cliffs at Sumburgh Head and here 

we enjoyed very close views of Puffins plus Guillemots and Shags.  

 

We then visited a nearby Arctic Tern colony where there was also a fine Great Northern Diver in 

breeding plumage sitting in the bay. After a breezy picnic overlooking a white sand beach with a pair of 

Red-throated Divers for company, we found a Whooper Swan on a inland loch.  

 

We moved on to St Ninian's Isle across the famous Tombolo, watching divers and terns, and then we 

ended the day at the Pool of Virkie where we watched a few distant waders. We had seen 8 species of 

wader during the day including Turnstone, Whimbrel and Sanderling plus at least 6 of the delightful little 

Shetland Wren. 
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Day 3 Friday 3rd June 

Weather: sunny and warm all day 

It was a beautiful day for our visit to the island of Noss which is a National Nature Reserve and one of 

Europe's finest wildlife sites with its thousands of nesting seabirds and 180m high cliffs. First we drove to 

Lerwick to catch the ferry for the short crossing to Bressay where we drove across the island, stopping to 

watch a pair of Red-throated Divers on a small lochan close to the road. Scottish Natural Heritage 

manage the island of Noss and have two summer wardens who transport visitors across in an inflatable. 

We spent the day on the island walking a coastal circuit, the highlight of which was watching the Gannets 

at their colony on the Noup. The colony is one of the largest in the world with 10,000 pairs with an 

amazing amount of activity going on. Huge numbers of Guillemots nest on the cliffs, along with 

Razorbills, Black Guillemots, Puffins and Fulmars, whilst in the centre of the island is a colony of 400 

pairs of Great Skua (locally known as Bonxie) who soon let you know if you have strayed to close to one 

of their nests. Many flowers added colour to the scene, including Roseroot, Spring Squill, Heath Spotted 

Orchid, Thrift and Lousewort. We also managed to spot what turned out to be the first migrant Silver Y 

Moth of the season. We then returned to the hotel, suntanned, full of fresh air and looking forward to a 

good dinner. 

Day 4 Saturday 4th June 

Weather: warm and sunny 

Today was transfer day, but before we left Sumburgh we paid a visit nearby to the impressive Jarlshof 

archaeological site and then on the way north we had a lucky sighting of an Otter swimming and coming 

ashore close to the road, giving everybody a view to remember.  

 

Our next stop was at Scalloway Castle where we were able to have a look around inside before moving on 

to Tingwall Lochs with its resident Whooper Swans. Our final stop of the morning was at the only wood 

in Shetland where we found singing Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Siskin and Chaffinch with a few Rooks flying 

overhead.  

 

After lunch sitting on the shore of a sea loch in the sunshine, we caught the ferry to the island of Yell. 

Here we visited a sea loch, hoping for Otters and we were in luck. We found one swimming at quite a 

distance but then it came towards us and we all had good views of it in the sunshine.  

 

Finally, we crossed to the island of Unst and checked in to our comfortable hotel in the village of 

Baltasound at the north end of the island. 

Day 5 Sunday 5th June 

Weather: warm and sunny 

The weather was perfect for our visit to Hermaness National Nature Reserve and the most northerly 

point of the UK, just short of 61 degrees North.  
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The headland reserve is managed by Scottish National Heritage and is home to 16,000 pairs of Gannets, 

7,000 Puffins, 7,000 Guillemots plus many Razorbills, Shags, Kittiwakes and Fulmars. We spent about 5 

hours completing a circular walk along clifftops and over moorlands including a picnic at the most 

northerly point, looking out to Muckle Flugga Lighthouse in beautiful calm sunny conditions. Returning 

around the edge of a Great Skua colony we were also able to watch some Dunlin, Snipe and Golden 

Plovers which surprisingly nest on the edge of the Skua colony.  

 

In the late afternoon we drove to an area where a Corncrake had been heard, and sure enough, it was 

calling as we arrived. This is a rare bird for Shetland which no longer breeds on these islands. We finished 

the day on a sandy bay in the north-east side of Unst watching Common Seals, Arctic Skuas, a pair of 

Common Terns and at least 6 of the endemic Shetland Bumble Bees in the sand dunes. 

 

Day 6 Monday 6th June 

Weather: cloudy with a little rain am, clearing to sunny intervals pm 

Today we took the ferry to the island of Fetlar, the breeding site for most of the UK's Red-necked 

Phalaropes and Whimbrels. Populations of both species have declined in recent years so we did well to 

spot 4 Whimbrel, but unfortunately we could not find any Phalaropes, despite a lot of searching, so 

perhaps they were late arriving this year or else they were hiding in the sedge beds. We did, however, see a 

beautiful pair of Red-throated Divers, a striking Great Northern Diver and 3 Whooper Swans. After a 

final walk on one of the most beautiful beaches in Shetland, it was time to catch the ferry back to Unst. 

Day 7 Tuesday 7th June 

Weather: drizzle am, sunny intervals pm 

First off, we paid a short visit to the nearby Keen of Hamar National Nature Reserve created to protect 

the special plants surviving on the serpentine rock debris. We found one flower of Edmonston's 

Chickweed which is seen nowhere else on the planet, plus several of the other plants famous in this area. 

It was now time to head south and on the way we stopped to view the spectacular cliff scenery at 

Eshaness before arriving in Lerwick mid-afternoon. We had time for a quick look round Lerwick before 

boarding the overnight ferry back to Aberdeen. 

Day 8 Wednesday 8th June 

Weather: fine 

After a smooth crossing we arrived in Aberdeen on time at the end of our trip during which we had seen 

65 bird species, 5 mammal species and enjoyed some marvellous weather. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new 

dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 2 4 6         

2 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus   1 2 3   3 1 

3 Greylag Goose Anser anser     3 2     

4 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos          

5 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca           1   

6 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula     10       

7 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima 50 50      

8 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator     1     2   

9 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata   3 7 3   6 2 

10 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer    1       1   

11 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis        

12 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   1         1 

13 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus        

14 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis        

15 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo           

16 Corncrake  Crek crek         H     

17 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus        

18 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus         

19 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria         4 1   

20 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   2 6      

21 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago         2 2 1 

22 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus   4 2 1   4 1 

23 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata         

24 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   1   1 4 2   

25 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos       1       

26 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres   3 2   3     

27 Dunlin  Calidris alpina     6   10 6   

28 Sanderling  Calidris alba   20           

29 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla            

30 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus           

31 Common Gull  Larus canus        

32 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus        

33 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus        

34 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus         

35 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis 1             

36 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   2 4   2 2   

37 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea         

38 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua   50 50     

39 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus   2 1   3 6 1 

40 Common Guillemot Uria aalge          

41 Razorbill  Alca torda          

42 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle        

43 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica           

44 Common Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia   6 4   2 4 8 

45 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     1 1       

46 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto       1       

47 Rook  Corvus frugilegus       3       
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

48 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix         

49 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   2 1 3 1 4 1 

50 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   4      

51 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   6       

52 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum     1         

53 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita       H       

54 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla       H       

55 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   6 4 1       

56 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris         

57 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   2       

58 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   6       

59 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus         

60 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   2        

61 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   2       

62 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus     1         

63 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs       1       

64 Eurasian Siskin  Carduelis spinus       2       

65 Twite  Carduelis flavirostris   1 6   2     

Mammals                 

1 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra 1     2       

2 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus          

3 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus   5 4      

4 Common Seal Phoca vitulina         4     

5 Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 6             

Insects 

Red Admiral Large White Silver Y Moth 

White-shouldered House Moth Shetland Bumble Bee  

Plants 

Northern Marsh Orchid Heath Spotted Orchid Roseroot 

Tufted Vetch Lousewort Thrift 

Spring Squill Butterwort Milkwort 

Sea Campion Red Campion Cottongrass 

Bogbean   

Keen of Hamar Flowers 

Frog Orchid Early Purple Orchid Edmonston's Chickweed 

Moss Campion Mountain Everlasting Kidney  Vetch 

Northern Rock Cress   

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek 

tours can remain in touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. Setting 

up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit! 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

