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Tour Leader:    Jonathan Willet 

 

Participants:    Chris Hannam 

Liz Hannam 

Ian Mainprize 

Pam Mainprize 

Moira Howes 

Gary Ruffell  

Wendy White 

David Thompson 

Tricia Smith 

Julian Little 

Rodney Craig 

Joan Craig 

Judith Anson 

Day 1 Monday 16th June 

Ferry from Aberdeen 

Weather: Blue skies and sunshine, an Aberdonian Heatwave! 

We all met at the Ferry Terminal and I (Jonathan) handed out the boarding passes and room keys and everyone 

got themselves sorted out for the journey. It had been warm in Aberdeen all day, with lots of sunshine. To a Scot 

this was hot weather! We took to the deck on our departure and started populating the wildlife list with the usual 

seabirds plus and unexpected flock of Kittiwakes inside the harbour wall. There were lots of Eider Ducks on the 

sea wall. Aberdeen Harbour is well known for its resident Bottle-nose Dolphins and they did not disappoint with 

two breaching just as we left the harbour. Everyone got a sighting, as they were active and in view for several 

minutes, as did most of the top deck. As we headed off-shore we saw lots of auks and some Gannets. After all 

this excitement we headed downstairs for some sustenance and then later retired to the bar, where Jonathan gave 

an overview of the trip and what we were likely to see, and we all made our introductions. 

Day 2 Tuesday 17th June 

South Mainland 

Weather: Misty start with a spectacular lifting of the mist late in the afternoon. 

It was an early start, with the Fair Isle at 5am. Unfortunately it was not visible as the fog was in... I made the 

discovery that fog is thick mist, and the difference between the two is over or under one kilometre of visibility. It 

was definitely fog! There was an increase in the number of birds seen and my mobile phone got signal, but other 

than that we could have been in the middle of the Pacific for all we could see! The water was almost oily smooth 

and there was not a breath of wind. We headed into Lerwick and unloaded ourselves and luggage, loaded up the 

vehicle and made our way down to the Sumburgh Hotel. 
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We collected our packed lunches and left our luggage at the hotel and headed off to Sumburgh Head. We were 

rewarded with amazing views of Puffins and all the nesting seabirds. There were cracking views of Linnet close 

up at the Lighthouse and young Wheatears being fed. As we were up on top of the cliffs the fog came in and we 

couldn't see the sea that was 150 feet below us, I could hear it, so I am sure it was still there. 

 

Down at Grutness Voe we saw some Sanderling in breeding plumage as well as a brief glimpse of the sun. We 

also saw Ringed Plover and Red-throated Diver. We had our first sighting of the unmistakable Shetland 

Bumblebee, its bright "ginger" fur making it difficult to miss. There were some butterflies about too, a Large 

White and Painted Lady. 

 

We headed west to the Loch of Spiggie and saw lots of Bonxies having a wash and saw the nesting Whooper 

Swans there. The silage was being cut so there were a huge number of gulls in the fields as well as the Shetland 

Starling. This bird was a constant companion all over Shetland. Chris and David got botanising and we started 

on our, not inconsiderable, plant list. Northern Marsh Orchid was plentiful at the fishing hut we stopped at. 

 

As we headed round to our final stop of the day at St Ninian's Isle the mist cleared and the sun broke through in 

the most amazing way. It really was breath-taking. We stopped to admire some Common Seals and their pups on 

a beach below the road and then parked up to walk over the sand tombolo (an ayre in Shetlandic) to the island. 

We spotted Ringed Plover and chicks, a Pied Wagtail, calling Red-throated Divers and lots of Arctic Terns. We 

finished our walk at the ruins of the ancient Chapel, it is reckoned to date from the 8th Century or earlier, and a 

fantastic horde of silver ornaments was found there in the 1950's. 

 

Due to the weather our boat trip to Mousa to see the Storm Petrels was brought forward to tonight, so we were 

going to have a long day. After dinner we met at 10pm to head up to Cunningsburgh to get the boat. The 

weather was calm with good cloud cover; this brings the birds in earlier. We disembarked from the boat and 

walked to Mousa Broch. This structure is over 2000 years old and is the best preserved in all of Scotland. It is 

over 40 feet high and a massive nest box! The best way to describe it is like an up-turned flowerpot of dry stone 

construction. As it got darker we waited and the "Alamooties" as they are known locally started coming in and 

their mates started calling. It is a very strange sound they make and there are thousands of them in all the walls 

and storm beaches - it really is quite an experience. The call itself has been described as a fairy being 

sick…hmmm maybe. After an hour of watching the birds fly around the broch like bats, we headed back to the 

boat, serenaded all the way by the calls of the Storm Petrels. These amazing birds have been tracked and they 

feed over 900 miles away from Mousa. Quite a distance for the second smallest seabird in the world! We arrived 

back at the hotel at 2am, with the promise of a late breakfast and sunshine the next day. 

Day 3 Wednesday 18th June 

Isle of Noss 

Weather: Misty to start, brightening with a sunny and windy end to the day 

We delayed our start a wee bit to allow anyone who wanted it to have a lie in. We set off at 10am to get the ferry 

from Lerwick to Bressay and then took the short zodiac ride over to Noss. The zodiac only took 5 people at a 

time so we had three trips over the Sound of Bressay.  
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We arrived on the island and Craig, the warden, gave us an introduction to the place. In the past it was a 

breeding centre for Shetland Ponies to be used down the mines of Britain, now it is grazed by sheep and of 

course is an amazing sanctuary for seabirds. 

 

The group split up with Pam and Moira going off on an Otter quest to a nearby bay. They were prepared to sit 

and wait for their Otter to appear. The rest of us walked along the coastal path avoiding the nesting Arctic Terns 

on Nesti Voe beach and then past the Stinking Geo (pronounced gee-aw). Geos are narrow rocky inlets whereas 

voes are bays or wider inlets. As we gained height we stopped at Cradle Holm, where sheep were transported in a 

cradle to get at the grazing at the top of this broad rock stack. There were plenty of fluffy Greater Black-backed 

Gull chicks on the top today.  

 

A bit more climbing took us to Charlie's Holm and a view into the amazing cliffs of Rumble Wick (another name 

for a bay) and the huge Noup of Noss. The Noup is 170 metres high or a bit over 500 feet of vertical sandstone. 

That is hugely impressive alone, but when you add tens of thousands of seabirds it really is something else. There 

were huge numbers wheeling and calling all round the cliffs we could see and there was of course the smell of 

the cliffs. There were lots of Gannets, Guillemots and Razorbills on the ledges of the cliffs, as well as some 

Fulmars which we got very close looks at on top of the cliff. There were lots of Puffins and of course plenty of 

Puffin photographers! Everyone got great views and/or photos of these engaging seabirds. Time had flown 

whilst we were up on the cliffs so it was soon time to return, getting more views of Bonxies (Great Skuas) and 

Scootie Alans (Arctic Skuas) on the way back. 

 

We arrived at the visitor centre and sat in the shelter of it in the sunshine that had recently appeared and had the 

last of our packed lunches. We awaited the return of Pam and Moira. Soon they appeared and with quite a jaunty 

step. After 2 hours of watching they were rewarded with close to half an hour of top Otter action, swimming, 

diving and fishing. We were all rather jealous. We had time to go back to Booth's Voe were they had been, but 

alas there were no more to be seen. But we did get some excellent views of a Shetland Wren and more 

Sanderling. 

 

We arrived back at the hotel in good time to relax and enjoy the good food and company. To ensure the species 

list was completed we met in the bar before dinner to go through it. The plant list was also augmented by lots of 

write-ins. 

Day 4 Thursday 19th June 

South Mainland, Lerwick, Scalloway and West Burra 

Weather: Dry with a strong wind that died off during the day. Warm in the sheltered spots 

We started of by visiting Jarlshof, an amazing settlement that was occupied for nearly 4000 years. It has houses 

like those found at Scara Brae in Orkney, all the way to a broch like the one on Mousa, and a Laird's house from 

the mid-15th Century. Until the excavation only the Laird's house was visible. The name Jarlshof is quite a recent 

one, it was coined by Sir Walter Scott in his novel "The Pirate" penned in the early 1800's. It referred to a 

fictitious version of the Laird's house but the name stuck. 
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We had a good look at the Pool of Virikie, the biggest mudflat in Shetland. We saw Redshank and Curlew and 

then something else... Smaller than a Curlew, bigger than a Redshank, with quite a straight bill. A Godwit! After 

much deliberation of this far-away wader we decided it was a Bar-tailed Godwit. This was our first bird write-in 

apart from the Dodgy Leader Tick (DLT) of a Moorhen at the Loch of Spiggie a few days previously. 

 

We moved on up to Voe, near the village of Boddam. We had a look at this sheltered bay and saw some 

Common and Grey Seals basking in the distance. Some Redshank and Curlew were seen, and then something 

else… Ian spotted it, smaller than a Curlew but like a Curlew, hmm. After getting a 'scope on it we again all 

agreed it was a Whimbrel. This was really rather exciting for most of us. We got a good view of its stripy head 

and chunkier and shorter bill.  

 

All this ornithological activity had made us a little late for our stop in Lerwick. But we arrived in good time for 

lunch and everyone was dropped at the Museum. After a couple of hours everyone was fed and watered and had 

done the shopping that they wanted to, so it was time to head to Scalloway, the old capital of Shetland. We drove 

down past Scalloway Castle a very impressive late 16th Century construction; it replaced the Laird's House in 

Sumburgh as the main residence of the Earls of Shetland. We had a wander around inside and marvelled at the 

size of the place. 

 

We had parked on the quayside beside some cutch kettles (more like cauldrons). I had no idea what cutch was so 

I asked a local man painting his fishing boat. It turned out to be a waterproofing solution that was boiled up and 

ropes and sails were dipped in it to prolong their life. It gave the sails an ochre colour. We moved a little further 

into Scalloway to see the Shetland Bus memorial. This WW2 undertaking rescued Norwegians from the 

Germans who occupied that country and also landed Commandos there to undertake sabotage. 

 

From Scalloway we headed over some bridges to Hamnavoe to see the shell house and also the knitted fence... it 

has to be seen to be believed. Our last stop of the day was West Burra, from this island we got great views over 

to Foula, it looked very impressive all out on its own in the Atlantic. We walked from the Crofting Museum 

down to the beach at Banna Minn. The group spread out and walked along the beach. A Raven flew past and 

there were some Common Seals out on a skerry. No signs of Otters though. There was a large flock of Red-

breasted Mergansers with this year's chicks that some of the group were closely watching. On the other side of 

the bay there was a Red-throated Diver that some of us got to see fairly closely. The light made it difficult to 

discern the colour of the throat. But every so often it would turn to us and we saw the blaze of red. We returned 

back up the hill after a varied day of town and country. We were spending our last night in the Sumburgh Hotel 

and all set to head north to Unst.  

Day 5 Friday 20th June 

South Mainland, Tingwall, Weisdale, Muckle Roe, Yell, Unst, Baltasound. 

Weather: A misty start but it brightened up with a warm sunshine, but a few spots of rain at 

Baltasound 

We packed up the vehicle pretty much to the gunnels at the back, with everyone's luggage fitting in, although my 

efforts seemed to provide the group with their post-breakfast entertainment!  
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We headed through South Mainland for the last time, we went up towards Scalloway but this time we turned 

right to go up towards the Lochs of Asta and Tingwall. We caught sight of a diver on the first Loch but the light, 

distance, and its going-away-ness meant we couldn't get a positive ID - it might have been a Black-throated 

Diver... it is the one that got away. 

 

We stopped at the fisherman's car park on Loch Tingwall and looked at the amazing numbers of Black-headed 

Gulls there. Whilst doing this a family of Whooper Swans appeared with three cygnets. There were lots of 

Tufted Ducks too plus our first Rooks of the trip. The botanisers had jumped the fence and were busy admiring 

some orchids, Heath-spotted, Marsh Cinquefoil and Timothy Grass. In amongst all of the gulls, there was a 

much smaller one flying about, after deliberation and consultation we agreed that it had to be a Little Gull even 

though it plumage wasn't quite matching the ID books description. But it was a little gull so it must have been a 

Little Gull! After all this we packed up and headed up to Voe for lunch. The highlight of Voe, other than the 

toilets on the main road, was David finding a strange woodlouse none of us had seen before. It turned out to be 

Ligia oceanica. It is a common species found on seashores, but what a good spot it was. 

 

We went on to Muckle Roe and stopped at a sheltered spot by the bridge to the island and as the sun came out 

we got great views of the Shetland Bumblebee. More botanising was underway and Perennial Sow-thistle was 

identified along with Sea Mayweed. For those on the bridge there was a movement of Moon Jellyfish getting 

carried by the tide under the bridge. These clear jellyfish with 4 purple rings were surprisingly difficult to spot, 

but once you got your eye in they were everywhere. We also had some close views of Cormorants flying 

overhead. Moira was picked up after her constitutional, her calculations and ours were correct so she had walked 

two and a half miles. 

 

We caught the ferry up to Yell and headed on to Unst as time was marching on. We kept our eyes peeled on the 

crossings but there were no Otters or Orca to be seen. We got settled in to our accommodation at the most 

northerly hotel in Britain and had a bit of time to relax. Once everyone was in their cabins I looked out onto the 

courtyard and saw some movement, what was that? It was (possibly) the most northerly Hedgehog in Britain! 

This species had been introduced up here but seems to do well in the villages where the gardens provide ideal 

habitats for them, the peat bogs that cover most of the islands aren't so they haven't spread like they did on the 

Western Isles. For all those doubters, I took a picture to show the group over dinner. 

 

After dinner a few of us set out down the road to the nearby harbour to do some Otter spotting. We waited 

about 10 minutes and then we saw a head pop up and we were treated to an Otter fishing for about ten minutes. 

The calm water made it easy to spot as it surfaced. Eventually it disappeared and we decided to leave the 

watching at that as we got such excellent views. 

Day 6 Saturday 21st June 

Fetlar. Saturday  

Weather: Bright in the morning becoming sunny later 

Today was Fetlar day and we headed down to Belmont to get the ferry direct to Hamars Ness. There were no 

cetaceans to be seen on the crossing over but it wasn't for a lack of looking. There were lots of seabirds about 

with Gannets fishing and the occasional Puffin buzzing past. 
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When we arrived we went down to Brough Lodge to see the old ferry or flit boat. The sun was starting to come 

out and the views were beautiful. We headed up to the airstrip and got fantastic views of first a Whimbrel and 

then a male and female Golden Plover with two chicks. Cracking views! There were also a couple of Arctic Skuas 

flying about and they landed pretty close to us. We just drank in the sights and then left the birds to get on with 

their business…although there was a suspicion that the Whimbrel was following the minibus to get maximum 

photographic exposure. 

 

We headed along to Loch Funzie (pronounced finnie) to see if we could see any Red-necked Phalaropes. As we 

got out David spotted one that was being photographed but the photographer got too close and spooked it. The 

group was not amused. There was a Dunlin close to the loch edge that we got a good look at, and also a pair of 

Red-throated Divers. We headed on down to the hide at the marsh and watched the Snipe and Redshank fly 

about. I spotted a red bird that caught my eye and it was Knot in breeding plumage. Some of the group got onto 

it but soon enough it was off. We walked back to the minibus and we had a look at the small loch beside the car 

park, amazingly there were two Red-necked Phalarope there, we got the scope on them but they didn't hang 

about for too long, but we did get a reasonable look at them. Buoyed by this we headed on to the cafe for lunch. 

There was plenty of soup and sandwiches for everyone and they were gratefully consumed. Wildlife watching 

does give you an appetite! We then headed down to Tresta Beach which was looking fantastic in the sunshine. 

There was Ringed Plover on the beach along with several Arctic Terns who occasionally got buzzed by an Arctic 

Skua. As it had warmed up the Shetland Bumblebees were on the wing again.  

 

We decided to head back to Loch Funzie for a last look. We passed the round, stone enclosures called 

planticrubs that the islander's Kale was grown in, in times past. There was nothing on the loch so we headed 

down to Funzie Bay and saw a Common Seal. It was time to make our way back and returning past the loch one 

last time, Julian piped up saying he had seen something. That something turned out to be two Red-necked 

Phalaropes. We piled out of the van and were treated to a viewing for over 5 minutes of two females just sitting 

about at the edge of the loch. We were about 30 feet away and managed to get views in the 'scope that filled the 

whole field of vision. Wow! 

 

Now we really had to go so we headed back along Fetlar's one road and got a great view of Snipe on the way to 

the ferry. On the ferry back I got chatting to another guide and was told of a good place to look for the Lesser 

Grey Shrike that was on Unst. In the meantime Ian had spotted a Great Northern Diver, which was the first of 

the trip. On the second ferry trip to get back to Unst I spotted some Porpoise. They only surfaced four times but 

most of the group got onto them. We went on a shrike hunt as it was on the other side of the bay from our 

hotel. We stopped at the fence-line we had been told to and waited. There was a brief glimpse of it and then it 

flew away leaving behind male Wheatears to do an occasionally good impression of a shrike. There was one last 

place to look, up at the airfield. It was only another 400 metres away but we stopped and scanned and were 

rewarded with the sight of about the 45th Lesser Grey Shrike seen on Shetland! It was showing really well and 

we got the 'scope on it so everyone got a good view.  

 

After dinner we did some more Otter watching and again we were successful, this time the Otter was a bit 

further away and there were some more Otter watchers closer to it and that seemed to push it away. It spent 

most of its time having a good groom just about out of sight on the single beach near Buness House.  
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There was more spotting to do as we had been told Quail were nearby so we headed a few miles and sat and 

waited. Lots of birdsong but no whip crack of the Quail call. That was until Chris used his bird app to play the 

call, unbeknownst to me. I got quite excited for a few seconds then realised it was a virtual Quail. After some 

internal debate I did allow Chris to stay in the minibus for the journey home... 

Day 7 Sunday 22nd June 

Unst; Herma Ness, Skaw Beach and the Keen of Hamar 

Weather: Brilliant Sunshine. 

Today I told the group that the most northerly of many things would be seen today. And they were. First of all 

we headed to Herma Ness another great area of cliffs for breeding seabirds and moors full of nesting Bonxies. 

We arrived at the visitor centre to be serenaded by a Chiffchaff. No sign of it but we could hear it. Somewhat 

more visible was a Twite on the wall of the Lighthouse-keeper's garden. There were plants too, with Sheep's Bit 

Scabious seen and Selfheal.  

 

After having a look at the Visitor Centre we headed up to the upper car park to start our walk. On the way up we 

saw some Rabbits, one was very close to the path and just not moving. We also saw lots of Sundew. As we got 

up onto the plateau we saw lots of Bonxies. One was close to the path and I decided that it would be a good 

picture for the trip report. As I set up the camera its mate arrived and I was treated to a courtship dance. I was so 

entranced by this that the group decided to head on and when I caught up with them I heard I had missed out 

on seeing a dragonfly! These are very rare in Shetland as there are no resident breeders so it could have been 

from Europe or even America! Needless to say it didn't reappear. We also saw our first amphibian of the trip or 

more precisely Rodney did, so it was christened Rodney's Frog. 

 

We weren't far away from the cliffs now and we found a suitable lunch spot with Puffins nearby, which gave us 

an amazing view over the cliffs, up to Muckle Flugga Lighthouse and then looking west to the horizon. All this 

in brilliant sunshine and with little wind and blue skies…it was a truly amazing place to have lunch and watch the 

world (and lots of seabirds) go by.  

 

We headed on to Skaw Beach (the most northerly!) and were amused by a man who decided to walk too close to 

an Arctic Tern colony and paid the price in terms of guano splatters. The waves were pretty big on a calm day so 

I couldn't quite imagine it in a storm. The plant list was ticking along and Sea Sandwort was added to the list. 

 

A democratic decision was reached and we went to the cafe at Saxvord. After being restored by tea/coffee and 

cake it was time to head to our last site only half a mile from the hotel, The Keen of Hamar. We stopped for a 

quick look at the Viking Longboat in Haroldswick, it was from a failed expedition from Norway to America in 

1999. It got left here and is now on permanent display outside, it is really rather big. Another brief stop was at 

the bus stop, again it is the ultimate one in Britain and it is usually dressed to a theme, this time to commemorate 

the life of Nelson Mandela. Not perhaps what you would expect on Shetland, but there you go. Finally we got to 

the Keen of Hamar, there is sometimes too much to do on Shetland! This Serpentine outcrop is home to some 

very interesting plants and our task was to try and find them. We fanned out and started looking for flowers. We 

did pretty well getting Frog Orchid, Mountain Everlasting, Norwegian Sandwort and the endemic Edmondston's 

Chickweed.  
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We ended the day with another Otter spotting evening but this time the Otter was not showing, but two nights 

out of three wasn't bad at all. 

Day 8 Monday 23rd June 

Unst to Lerwick 

Weather: Sunny on Unst then getting cloudier as we got to Lerwick 

It was departure day so it was time to pack the minibus again. This time it didn't seem to take so long, phew. I 

certainly got my exercise for the start of the day. We crossed Bluemull Sound for the last time and took the 

quieter eastern road through Yell. We stopped to see the White Wife at Otterswick, a figurehead from a 

shipwrecked German boat from the early 20th Century. It was distant but we did get it in the 'scope. In addition 

there were two Great Northern Divers in the bay showing very well; one in non-breeding plumage and the other 

in almost full breeding plumage. 

 

On the mainland we went to Loch Bentson and on the way saw a few female Wigeon and then lots of Mute 

Swans on the loch itself. We also passed a small gorge with some of Shetland's few native self-seeded trees. 

There were some Rowan and Birch looking fairly lonely, but there was some regeneration. Then we headed on to 

Lerwick for a lunch at the Museum's cafe and then some time to spend in town before we boarded the ferry to 

Aberdeen. We said goodbye to Judith who was heading to Sumburgh to fly back home. 

 

The journey back was very calm, amazingly so. The visibility was good too as we saw Mousa clearly, then 

Sumburgh Head and even the Fair Isle. The sea was quiet for cetaceans but there were some Porpoises just after 

Sumburgh and then Tricia and Julian saw a Minke Whale as they were having their dinner. 

 

All in all it was a fantastic trip with all the group members seeing just about everything they were keen to see, and 

not only that, really rather good views of them. Plus a Lesser Grey Shrike! The weather was the real star of the 

trip as it was so settled, dry, and almost warm on occasion, allowing us to see Shetland to its best advantage. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; DGT = group only; DLT = Leader only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser          DGT   

2 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor              

3 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus              

4 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna               

5 Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope                

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos             

7 Gadwall Anas strepera                

8 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula           

9 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima          

10 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator            

11 Great Northern Diver  Gavia immer           DGT   

12 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata    DGT DGT      

13 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis         

14 European Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus   H            

15 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea                

16 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus    DGT     

17 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis          

18 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo  DGT           

19 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   DGT             

20 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus         

21 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus          

22 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria                

23 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula           

24 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago   H        

25 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica                

26 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus       DGT       

27 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata    DGT      

28 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus     DGT      

29 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres                

Herma Ness lunch 
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

30 Sanderling  Calidris alba             

31 Dunlin  Calidris alpina           DGT   

32 Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus                

33 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla   DGT         

34 Little Gull Larus minutus                

35 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus            

36 Common Gull  Larus canus           

37 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus         

38 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus         

39 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus    DGT     

40 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   DGT   DGT         

41 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea         

42 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua           

43 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus   DGT        

44 Common Guillemot Uria aalge          

45 Razorbill  Alca torda    DGT     

46 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle           

47 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica DGT          

48 Common Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia          

49 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus       DGT        

50 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto               DGT 

51 Rook  Corvus frugilegus                

52 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix          

53 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   DGT     DGT  

54 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis     DGT     

55 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   DGT           

56 Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor                

57 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita             H-DGT   

58 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes zetlandicus     DGT DLT DLT    

59 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris zetlandicus          

60 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula           

61 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe          

62 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus          

63 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii    DGT       DGT 

64 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis          

65 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus    DGT         

66 Twite  Carduelis flavirostris               

Mammals                   

1 Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus         

2 Otter Lutra lutra     DGT         

3 Common Seal Phoca vitulina    DGT      

4 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus             

5 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena           DGT   DGT 

6 Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus                

7 Minke Whale Balenoptera acutorostrata               DGT 

Amphibians                   

1 (Rodney's Frog) Rana temporaria                
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Bumblebees                    

1 White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus magnus   DGT            

2 Shetland Bumblebee Bombus muscorum agricolae           

Lepidoptera                   

1 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui                

2  Silver Y Moth Autographa gamma   DLT             

3 Large White Pieris brassicae             

4 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta    DGT   DGT DLT       

Other Invertebrates                   

1 Unidentified dragonfly                 DGT 

2 Moon Jellyfish Aurelia aurita                

3 Lesser water boatman Corixa sp.                

4 Water Beetle Dytiscus sp.                

5 Caddisfly larvae Order Trichopetra                

6 Woodlouse Ligia oceanica               

Plants 

Common name Scientific name Common name Scientific name 

Marsh-marigold  Caltha palustris Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile 

Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris Lady's Bedstraw Galium verum 

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens Lady's Mantle Alchemilla mollis 

Common Nettle Urtica dioica Marsh Pennywort Hydrocotyle vulgaris 

Pink Purslane Claytonia sibirica Common Chickweed Stellaria media 

Norwegian Sandwort Arenaria norvegica Coltsfoot Tussilago farfara 

Edmondston's Chickweed Cerastium nigrescens Perennial Sow-thistle Sonchus arvensis 

Ragged-Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi Copper Monkeyflower Mimulus x burnetti 

Sea Campion Silene uniflora Monkeyflower Mimulus guttatus 

Moss Campion Silene acaulis Yellow Rattle/ Hay Rattle Rhinanthus minor 

Red Campion Silene dioica Meadow Cranesbill Geranium pratense 

Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa Soft Rush Juncus effusus 

Thrift (Sea Pink) Armeria maritima Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare 

Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundifolia Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense 

Common Dog-violet Viola riviniana Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre 

Cuckooflower  Cardamine pratensis Orange Hawkweed Pilosella aurantiaca 

Common Scurvygrass Cochlearia officinalis Scurvy Grass Cochlearia sp. 

Heather  Calluna vulgaris Marsh Cinquefoil Comarum palustre 

Bell Heather Erica cinerea Pineapple Weed Matricaria discoidea 

Roseroot  Sedum rosea Common Groundsel Senecio vulgaris 

Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria Sea Mayweed Tripleurospermum maritimum 

Silverweed  Potentilla anserina Broad-leaved Willowherb Epilobium montanum 

Tormentil Potentilla erecta Meadow Vetchling Lathyrus pratensis 

Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvestris 

Kidney Vetch Anthyllis vulneraria Bogbean Menyanthes trifoliata 

White Clover Trifolium repens Giant Knotweed Fallopia sachalinensis 

Red Clover Trifolium pratense Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica 

Sea Plantain Plantago maritima Devil's-bit Scabious Succisa pratensis 

Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata Sea Sandwort Honckenya peploides 

Lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica Heath Speedwell Veronica officinalis 
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Common Butterwort Pinguicula vulgaris St John's Wort Hypericum sp. 

Dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg. Marsh Ragwort Senecio aquaticus 

Mountain Everlasting Antennaria dioica Bog Pondweed Potamogeton polygonifolius 

Daisy Bellis perennis Foxglove Digitalis purpurea 

Common Cottongrass Eriophorum angustifolium Sheep's-bit Scabious Jasione montan 

Hare's-tail Cottongrass Eriophorum vaginatum Self-heal Prunella vulgaris 

Spring Squill Scilla verna Ground Elder Aegopodium podagraria 

Bluebell  Hyacinthoides non-scripta Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium 

Ramsons (Wild Garlic) Allium ursinum Pignut Conopodium majus 

Yellow Iris Iris pseudacorus Yarrow Achillea millefolium 

Frog Orchid Coeloglossum viride Tufted Vetch Vicia cracca  

Heath Spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza maculata Heath Milkwort Polygala serpyllifolia 

Northern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella Eyebright Euphrasia sp. 

Early-purple Orchid Orchis mascula Water Forget-me not Myosotis scorpioides 

Buckshorn Plantain Plantago coronopus Common Thyme Thymus vulgaris 

Cleavers/ Goosegrass Galium aparine Sea Rocket Cakile maritima 

Dame's Violet Hesperis matronalis Sea Mayweed Tripleurospermum maritimum 
ssp. Nigriceps 

Trees 

Common name Scientific name Common name Scientific name 

Birch Betula pubescens Rowan Sorbus aucuparia 

Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus Hornbeam Carpinus betulus 

Sitka Spruce Picea sitchensis Willow  Salix sp. 

Lichens       

Golden-shield Lichen Xanthoria parietina Dog Lichen Peltigera sp. 

Ferns       

Hard Fern Blechnum spicant Bracken Pteridium aqulinum 

Mosses       

Starry Moss Polytrichum commune     

Sphagnum Moss Sphagnum sp. Sphagnum Moss Sphagnum sp. 

Chris's grass list       

Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus Crested Dog's-tail Cynosurus cristatus 

Cock's Foot Dactylis glomerata Matt Grass Nardus stricta 

Timothy Grass Phleum pratense Deer Grass Trichophorum germanicum 

Lyme Grass Leymus arenarius Floating Sweet Grass Glyceria fluitans 

Marram Grass Ammophila arenaria     

 

 

Black Rabbit Atlantic Puffin 


